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PREFACE. 

HP 

I  HE  following  Sermons  were  preach¬ 
ed  in  the  evenings  of  the  Lord's  Day y  and 
were  generally  well  received .  The  plan  of 
them,  is  not  entirely  new  ,  nor >  on  the  other 
handy  is  it  very  common . — Whatever  Juc- 
cefs  has  attended  this  at t empty  it  is  certain , 
that  fnch  difcourfesy  properly  executedy  would 
he  both  entertaining  and  inflrutlive .  The 
Huthor  has  not  been  able  to  come  up  to  the 
idea  which  he  had  formed  in  his  own  mind3 
or  to  finifh  all  which  he  had  originally 
intended . 

This fpecimen  is  now  publifedy  in  hope 
that  it  will  be  ufefuly  efpecially  toyouth}  by 
inciting  them  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures , 
and  by  infilling  into  their  minds  moral  and 
religious  truths. 

New-York,  September  6,  1 79 1  * 
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S  E  R  M  O  N  I. 


CHARACTER  and  DEATH  of  ABEL. 


Genesis  iv.  8. 


And  Cain  talked  with  Abel  his  brother:  and  it  came  to  pft\ 
when  they  were  in  the  fteld,  that  Cain  reft  up  agahift  Abel  his 
brother ,  and Jlew  him . 


^  LL  fcrlpture  is  given  ly  infpiration  of  GocI ,  and 
defigfied  for  our  inftru&ion  and  improvement 
In  this  light  we  are  to  confider  the  lives  and  charac¬ 
ters  of  men  whiclrare  recorded,' as  well  as  the  precepts, 
promifes  and  threatenings  addreiled  to  us.  They  all 
teach,  that  our  duty  and  happinefs  confiii  in  the  lovt 
of  God  and  the  love  of  mam 


I  have  in  view  to  call  your  attention  to  certain 


characters,  both  good  and  bad  ;  to  connect  with  them 
their  hiftory,  as  far  as  is  needful  for  ill  nitration,  and  to 
make  fuch  obfervations  and  reflections  as  may  natural¬ 
ly  arife.  Some  advantages  will  attend  tills  manner  of- 
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preaching  :  Bdides  not  being  common,  it  will  bettef 
difclofe  to  us  the  fecret  and  deceitful  windings  of  the 
human  heart ;  and  intereil  us  more  by  exhibiting'  vir¬ 
tue  and  vice  in  real  life.  When  thefe  are  made  to  move 
before  us,  we  cannot  well  be  inattentive  to  the  beauty 
of  the  one,  and  the  deformity  of  the  other.  As  the 
impreffion  is  the  more  ltrong,  fo  nt  is  always  the  more 


The  fubjedl  now  chofen  will  rfot  admit  a  full fpeci- 
men  of  what  is  intended.  The  hiftory  of  As  el  is 
flrort,  and  his  character  marked  only  by  its  being- 
righteous.  This  is  too  general  to  give  his  peculiar 
qualities,  or  (how  wherein  he  was  diftmguifiied  from 
other  good  men  ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  neceflary  in 
this  inftance,  and  all  of  the  like  kind,  to  take  a  larger 
fcope.  We  knew  nothing  of  thofe  remote  ages,  ex¬ 
cept  what  is  found  in  the  facred  volume.  This  emits 
a  ray  of  light  which  enables  us  to  diftioguifti  a  few 
rreat  and  important  obiehts,  but  all  the  fell  are  buried 
in  the  thickeft  darknefs.  The  death  of  Abel  is  the  moll 
remarkable  event  recorded  from  the  fall  to  the#delug*e  > 
and,  faort  as  his  hiftory  is,  we  find  him  feveral  times 
mentioned  with  approbation  in  the  New  Teftament. 
He  (lands  foremoll  in  that  11(1  of  worthies  celebrated 
in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  the  Epiftle  to  th  t  Hebrews  j 
and  is  declared,  though  dead,  vet  to  /peak  by  the  tefti- 


2 

3 


1 


DEATH  or  ABE  L. 

mony  which  he»  received  from  God.  One  would  have 
fuppofed  from  this,  that  he  would  have  been  early  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  Chriftian  church  among  the  ancient  patri¬ 
archs  and  prophets,  and  yet  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
Greek  churches,  who  obferve  the  feafls  of  all  the 
others,  have  not  done  him  the  fame  honor  ;  and  that  his 
name  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  catalogue  or  faints  until 
the  tenth  century.  If  this  may  be  called  neglect,  it 
was  unjufl  ;  be  was  furely  entitled  to  a  place.  At  tne 

fame  time,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  any  names  nave 
* 

ever  been  abufed  to  the  purpofes  ot  fuperftiuon  and 
idolatry.  Let  us  attend  to  the  hiilory  and  character 
of  Abel,  together  with  the  occasion  and  circumdances 
of  his  death. 

He  was  the  fecond  foil  of  A  darn  and  Eve  ;  aim,  as 
to  his  occupation,  a  fhepherd.  At  a  certain  tinve^ 
Cain,  his  eldeft  brother,  who  was  a  hufbandinan, 
brought  an  offering  unto  God  of  the  fruits  or  the 
ground.  Abel  alfo  brought  an  offering  of  the  dril¬ 
lings  of  his  flock.  God  was  pleafed  to  man  ecu  his  dii* 
approbation  of  the  one,  and  his  acceptance  of  the 
other,  which  fo  exafperated  Cain,  that,  fome  time  af¬ 
terward,  he  flew  Abel  his  brother.  This  is  the  hiftgry, 
in  few  words,  as  related  by  Mofes.  The  dory  i  s  greatly 
amplified  by  many  fabulous  circumflances  in  the  Jew- 
ifli  writings,  which  have  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
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poem  in  the  German  language  by  GeEher,  called  u  the 
Geatii  of  Abel ;  a  work,  more  of  fancy  than  of 
truth  ;  admiflible  in  a  poet,  but  improper  in  a  hikori- 


an. 


It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  go  into  a  critical  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  words  of  feripture,  fave  only  to  remark  on 
the  meaning  of  the  names  of  thefe  two  brothers.  Cain 
fignifies  gotten,,  ora  pojfejfon  ;  and  the  reafon  of  this 
name  is  added,  I  have  gotten,  laid  Eve,  a  man  from  the 
Lord j*  by  which  fhe  defigned  to  exprefs,  either  her 
thankfulnefs  to  God  for  his  goodnefs,  or  her  hope, 
that  this  fon  was  the  promifed  feed.  Accordingly  the 
words  might  be  tranflated,  I  have  gotten  a  man ,  the 
Lord ;  meaning  the  Saviour  promifed.  Abel  figni- 
fies  vanity ;  and  the  name  was  defigned  to  expref*, 
either  the  low  eileem  in  which  (he  held  him  compared 
with  the  other,  or,  in  general,  the  vain  and  tranfitory 
(late  of  man  ;  a  name  prophetic  of  the  fhort  life  of  him 
to  whom  it  was  firft  given.  Eet  us  enquire,  why  God 
accepted  the  offering  of  Abel  and  not  that  of  Cain  ? 
And  what  was  the  reafon  of  Cain’s  wrath  againfi  his 
brother  ? 


These  things  we  learn  with  certainty  from  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  the  New  T diament.  The  Apoflle  exprefsly 
*  Verfe  I. 
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informs  us,  t  Bat,  By  faith  Abe!  offered,  unto  God  a  more 
excellent  facrifice  than  Cain  A  Some,  particularly  among 
the  Jews,  have  alledged,  that  Cain  did  not  bring  of 
the  bed  of  his  fruits,  or  that  he  did  not  bring  them  in 
proper  feafon,  and  that  therefore,  God  rejected  his  of¬ 
fering.  But  the  Apoftle  gives  no  other  reafon  why 
Abel  was  preferred,  than  that  of  his  being  the  fubjedt 
of  faith.  It  was  not /he  quality  of  the  offering,  but  the 
difpofition  of  the  offerer  to  which  God  had  refpedL 
This  is  alfo  plainly  implied  in  thefe  words  of  the  Lord 
to  Cain — If  thou  dqfl  well,  Jhali  thou  not  be  accepted  ? 
Ana  if  thou  doji  not  well,  fin  iicth  at  the  chore h  Lie  did 
not  prefent  his  offering  with  purity  of  heart,  and  faith 
in  the  promifes  of  God  :  whereas  Abel  was  righteous 
in  his  temper  and  conduct.  lie  believed  in  the  pro¬ 
mised  feed  of  the  woman,  and  that  on  his  account  God 
would  gracioufly  pardon  and  fave.  B  or  the  fake  of 
this  mediator  the  perfon  of  Abel  was  juffihed,  andyon- 
fequently  his  offering  wTas  accepted.  Of  this  approba¬ 
tion,  it  is  generally  thought,  that  the  Lord  gave  fume 
vlfible  token,  by  confuming  the  facrifice  by  lire  from 
Heaven,  as  we  read  of  his  doing  on  fubfequent  oeca« 
lions. p  To  this  the  Apoftle  may  refcf,  when  he  fays  of 
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Abel,  He  obtained wilnefs  that  he  was  righteous,  Godtef- 

,;fy>nS  of  gifts. f  Cain,  feeing  this,  was  filled  with 
envy  and  rage.  Being  the  firft-born,  and  enjoying 
certain  privileges,  he  thought  that  he  was  likely  now  to 
be  held  in  lower  eltimation  than  his  brother.  His  heart 
rofe  in  immediate  oppofition  to  him,  and  indeed  to  God 
himfelf.  This  wicked  temper  led  him,  in  the  end,  tq 
perpetrate  the  horrid  murder.  The  Apoflle  John 
afcribes  it  to  this  very  principle.  Cain,  fays  he,  was  of 
that  wicked  one,  and  few  his  brother :  and  wherefore 

few  he  him  ?  Becaife  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his 
brother's  righteous 

Were  it  not  recorded,  and  found  hy  obfervation  on. 
human  nature,  one  would  think  fuch  a  degree  of  depra¬ 
vity  incredible.  Is  it  fo  that  one  man  can  hate  ano¬ 
ther  hccaufe  he  is  good  and  approved  of  God  ?  No 
man  will  venture  toprofefs  this.  Hatred  always  finds 
lame  other  colour  or  pretext ;  but  there  is  in  the  cor- 
1 human  heart,  however  difguifed,  this  root  of  en¬ 
mity.  If  man  be  oppofed  to  the  perfe&ions  of  the 
great  Gcd,  he  wid  aifo  to  his  fellow-men,  as  far  as  they 
i  efemble  Gcd.  In  the  very  firfi:  perion  defeended  from 
cur  fallen  parents,  this  principle  appeared  in  its  moil 
hideous  fhape.  Nfankind  were  now  few  on  the  earth  j 

there  were  no  examples  to  infed  ;  there  could  be  lit- 
I  Heb,  xi,  4,  |  j  John  iii,  i%. 
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tie  or  no  caufe  of  competition  among  them,  ana  tney 
needed  the  counfel  and  afTiltance  of  one  another:  and 
vet  in  thefe  circumftances  we  behold  this  malignant  dif- 

J 

pofition  producing  the  molt  direful  effedls.  No  man, 
as  has  been  faid,  will  profefs  this,  and  mofc  deceive 
themfelves  by  imputing  their  conduct  to  other  mo¬ 
tives  ;  but  this  hidden  enmity  of  thedieart  againfi  hoik* 
nefs  has.  occafioned  the  efFufion  of  all  the  righteous 
blood  which  has  been  died  upon  the  earth.  W e  find 
it  operating  in  a  lower  degree  conftantly  among  men. 
"Their  eyes  are  evil,  lecauje  God  is  good*  They  envy 
others,  their  character,  their  gifts,  and  even  their  good- 
nefs,  as  far  as  it  tends  to  promote  reputation.  Cam 
cared  nothing  for  the  approbation  of  God  ;  his  foie  de¬ 
fire  was  to  be  efteemed  of  men.  He  would  have  been 
willing,  on  this  account,  that  they'fhould  have  thought 
him  chiefly  beloved  of  Heaven  ;  and  therefore,  when 
God  publicly  gave  a  token  in  favpr  of  his  brother,  he 
was  provoked  to  defperate  wrath. 

He  talked  with  Alel  his  brother;  whether  in  a 
friendly  manner,  the  better  to  conceal  his  intention  ; 
whether  by  way.  of  expoftulation  on  imagined  injuries  ; 
or  whether  in  intuiting  language  to  provoke  him,  thus 
feeking  an  excufe  to  kill  him,  is  not  certain.  It  is  re¬ 
marked  that  m  the  Hebrew  text,  after  the  words,  ici.k~ 
ed  with  his  brother ,  there  is  a  paufe  extraordinary,  whicn 


s 


CHARACTER 


A  N  D 


hems  to  imply  farther  matter.  The  -Greek  verfion 
fupplies  it  with  the  words,  Let  us  go  out  Into  the  f  eld. 
In  the  Jewifli  writings,  is  added  the  converfation 
which  fliould  have  palled  in  the  field  ;  and  Cain  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  laid,  tnat  6C  there  was  no  judgment,  nor 
judge,  nor  other  world  to  come,  nor  good  reward  for 
juflice,  nor  vengeance  for  wickednefs,”  and  more  to 
the  fame  purpofe  ;  all  which  Abel  contradicted,  and 
then  Cain  flew  him.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
fubject  and  the  nature  of  their  difcolirfe,  we  are  told, 
that  when  they  were  in  the  Jlelcl ,  whither  Cain  might 
have  enticed  the  other,  or  where  he  waited  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  find  him,  removed  from  the  fight  and  infcr- 
pofit  ion  of  any  of  the  family  ;  there,  hurried  on  by 
his  di  abolical  paflions,  he  ilretched  forth  Ids  hand 
and  flew  him  ;  there  the  envious  and  furious  mon- 
fler,  with  a  {tone,  club,  or  fome  other  inflrument, 
flicd  the  blood  of  a  man- — of  a  righteous  man — of  a 
brother  :  there  was  the  new  earth  firft  ftained  with  hu¬ 
man  gore,  and  death  firil  entered  after  fin,  and  began 
its  horrid  depredation  on  human  kind.  It  did  not 
make  a  flow  and  gradual  approach,  but  the  tempter- 
who  feduced  men,  mitigated  them  to  infiiCt  by  vio* 
knee  death  upon  one  another.— If  any  enquire  why 
God  f  offered  Cain  to  live  when  guilty  of  murder,  a 
crime  which  was  aft  Award,  by  the  divine  law,  pum/h- 
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ed  with  death  ;  and  what  was  the  mark  which  was 
fet  upon  him  ?  To  the  find,  it  may  be  anfwered  briefly, 
that  the  fmall  number  of  men  as  yet  upon  the  eaith, 
might  be  a  reafon  why  his  life  was  prolonged  ;  and 
that  he  might  notwithstanding  be  puniflied  by  the  «*n- 
CTUifli  of  his  mind,  and  afford  an  awful  warning  to  others. . 

•  t> 

As  to  the  fecond,  it  is  a  matter  rather  of  curiofity, 
than  of  inftruction.  If  it  \yme  fome  mark  on  his  bo¬ 
dy,  or  any  token  by  which  he  was  diltinguiflied,  Goa 
hath  not  revealed  what  it  was,  and  it  does  not  conceri. 
us  to  know.  The  conjectures  have  been  various,  and 
many  of  them  too  fanciful  to  mention.  It  is  thought 
by  fome  learned  commentators  that  the  words  ought  to 
be  rendered  thus  :  God  fet  a  ftgn  before  Cain,  to  per - 
faade  him ,  that  whoever  Jhould  find  him  Jhould  not  kill 
him.  Agreeably  to  this  tranflation,  which  is  counte¬ 
nanced  by  the  Septuagint,  and  feems  natural  and  en¬ 
vious  enough,  the  meaning  is,  that  God,  in  order  to 
convince  Cain  that  no  one  Ihould  be  permitted  to  hurt 
him,  gave  him  a  fign,  or  wrought  a  miracle  before 
him.  If  this  interpretation  be  not  admitted,  but  fome 
external  mark  is  thought  to  have  always  accompanied 
him,,  it  is  unedifying  to  watte  our  time  in  the  purfuit  ot 
what  is  uncertain,  and  refpefting  which  there  has  been 
fuch  a  diverfity  of  opinions. — Yvhen  this  hittoiy  is 
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confldered  complexly,  It  gives  rife  to  the  following  re¬ 
flexions  : 


First,  How  often  are  parents  miflaken  as  to  the 
futo:  e  character  ana  condition  of  their  children  !  Freni 
tnc  names  given  to  thefe  two,  it  would  appear,  that 
fnuch  higher  hopes  were  entertained  of  the  one  than 
of  the  other  ;  and  yet,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  cafe  was 
exaXIy  reverfed.  He  of  whom  leafl  was  ekpeXed, 
was  amiable  in  his  temper  and  righteous  in  his  conduX; 
was  a  comfort  to  his  parents  and  approved  of  God  ; 
while  tne  other,  at  fir  ft  a  favorite,  caufed  exceeding 
giief  by  abandoning  himfelx  to  the  commifiion  of  wick- 
edneis.  -i  ins  fhows  alfo  tne  danger  and  folly  of  ma* 
king  partial  diftinXions  between  children  ;  and  ouoht 
to  excite  to  a  careful  performance  of  every  duty  to¬ 
wards  them,  depending  upon  the  bleffing  of  God  for 
fuccefs.  Without  the  concurrence  of  his  providence 
they  will  become  neither  good  nor  great ;  but  this  docs 
not  fuperfede  the  neceftity  and  advantage  of  human 
enaeavci  s.  Xn  tins,  as  m  ail  other  things,  we  ought 
to  adhere  ftriXly  to  duty,  leaving  the  event  wholly  to 
God.  Sometimes  our  hopes  may  be  difappointed,  and 

again  our  fears  may  be  removed  ;  but  it  is  only  a  con- 
* 

feioufnefs  of  having  faithfully  performed  our  part,  that 
can  give  us  true  and  lifting  fatisfaXion. 
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Secondly,  How  great  the  danger  of  indulging  ful¬ 
fill  panions !  We  know  not  to  what  length  they  may 
hurry  the  fubjedls  of  them.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  Cain’s  anger  became,  all  at  once,  fo  ungovernable, 
or  that  he  meditated  at  fir  11  the  deltrudtion  of  his  bro¬ 
ther  ;  but  that  his  pafiions  encreafed  by  confiant  in¬ 
dulgence  ;  that  fufpicion  grew  into  coldnefs  ;  cold- 
“nefs  into  hatred  or  envy,  which  kindled  at  laft  into  jea¬ 
lous  rage.  When  hji  hath  conceived \  it  bringeth  forth 
fin  ;  and  fin ,  when  it  is  f rdf  ted,  bringeth  forth  death A 
Happy  are  they  who  obtain  the  maftery  over  their  paf- 
fions  in  younger  life,  or  who  are  enabled  by  grace  to 
fubdue  them  !  When  thefe  ufurp  dominion  over  rea-  % 
fon,  they  are,  in  their  effects,  moll  pernicious  to  others, 
and  render  the  fubje&s  themfelves  completely  mifera- 
ble.  As  all  require  care,  fo  particularly,  are  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  a  fullen,  difcontented  and  envious  difpofi- 
tion  to  be  avoided.  Perfons  grow  dilfatisfied  wdth  the 
dealings  of  providence,  with  the  profperity  and  happi- 
nefs  of  others,  and  by  conltantly  brooding  over  their 
own  misfortunes,  foon  become  incapable  of  tailing  the 
comforts  of  life.  Satan,  who  ever  watches  for  the  ru¬ 

in  of  fouls,  takes  this  opportunity  of  iuggelling  temp* 
tations  to  them. 

The  words  ufed  by  the  facred  hiilonan  with  refpedl 
to  Cain  are  few,  but  highly  descriptive  of  his  temper* 

*  James  i.  15, 
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Cain  was  very  wroth,  and  his  countenance  fell A  He 
could  not  diffemble  his  refentment.  It  was  vifible  in  his 
countenance.  Anger,  at  firft,  burned  on  his  cheek  and 
darted  from  his  eye  ;  it  gradually  fettled  into  looks 
betokening  envy,  melancholy  and  difeontent.  He 
wore  no  cheerful  finiles  of  complacence  ;  he  fought  no 
company  ;*but,  wakeful  at  night,  fled  to  the  defolate 
wood,  torn  with  the  horrors  of  a  frill  more  dark  and  de¬ 
folate  mind.  This  temper,  thus  indulged,  drove  him 
to  commit  the  atrocious  deed  $  and  is  a  dreadful  warn¬ 
ing  to  all  to  refill  the  onfet  of  finful  paffions,  and  to 
cherifli  by  every  mean,  benevolence  to  all  men.  Who - 
foever,  fays  the  Apoflle  John,  doth  not  right  eon  fiefs-  is 
not  of  God ,  neither  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother .  F or 
this  is  the  mejfage  that  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning , 
that  vee  f  could  love  one  another .  Not  as  Cain ,  who  was 
of  that  wished  one,  and  few  his  brother .*  As  we  ought 
to  cherifh  benevolence  to  all  mankind,  fo  efpeciall} , 
ought  thofe  who  are  connected  by  ties  of  blood,  to  live 
together  in  peace  and  amity.  Contentions  among 

fuch  caufe  frame  and  grief,  expofe  them  to  the  cen- 

0 

fure  of  the  world,  and  prove  a  fruitful  lource  oi  mifery. 

Thirdly,  We  are  not  to  judge  of  the  fpecial  favor 
of  God  towards  men,  by  their  long  continuance  and 
profpenty  in  this  world.  I  he  hie  or  iig:ueous 
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was  indeed  vanity.  He  was  cruelly  murdered  in  his 
prime  and  vigor,  while  wicked  Cain  furvived  to  build  a 
city.  He  who  confines  his  views  entirely  to  this  world, 
would  be  ready  to  doubt  of  a  providence  which  directs 
and  governs  the  affairs  of  men  ;  but  if  he  take  into 
confi deration  a  future  flate,  in  which  good  men  are  per¬ 
fectly  happy,  he  will  praife  Abel  dead  more  than  Cain 
living.  He  will  fee  that  God  is  a  rewarder  of  the 
righteous.  This  feems  to  be  the  true  meaning  of 
thefe  words  of  the  Apoltle  on  this  fubject,  By  if>  he 
being  dead ,  yet  fpeaketh  ;*  that  is,  by  the  teflimony 
which  he  received  from  God,  that  he  was  righteous, 
though  he  was  flain,  yet  he  is  an  evidence  that  God 
rewards  the  righteous.  Seeing  he  was  not  rewarded 
in  this  world,  it  follows,  that  he  had  his  reward  in  the 
other.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  real  fpirit  of  the  words  ; 
though  they  likewife  imply  that  Abel  is  ftill  celebra¬ 
ted  for  his  faith,  and  loudly  proclaim  that  only  this  can 
render  us  acceptable  to  God. 

While  we  behold  in  the  death  of  Abel  the  firfl  g!a- 
ring  inflance  of  human  depravity,  we  behold  alfo  the 
grace  and  power  of  the  Redeemer  promifed  to  man. 
The  foul  of  Abel,  fo  far  as  we  know,  was  the  firfl  that 
was  perfeCtly  wafhed  and  fa  notified  in  the  name  of 
Chrifl,  and  by  the  fpirit  of  God  3  the  firfl  admitted 

*  Heb.  xi,  4. 
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iiito  the  paradife  above,  and  begun  there  this  long — * 
Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wajhed  us  from  our  fins  irt 
his  own  blood  *  He  early  faw  and  felt  the  dire  effedls 
of  fin  on  this  earth,  and  furely  God  was  good  in  grant- 
inghim  fo  foon  a  releafe  from  what  mint  have  been  a 
long  and  wearifome  pilgrimage* 

It  is  the  want  of  faith  which  often  makes  ns  bewail 
the  death  of  the  righteous.  We  look  at  the  things  which 
are  feen,  and  which  are  temporal.  Were  there  no  other 
Hate  than  the  prefent,  we  might  well  forrow  as  thofe 
who  have  no  hope  ;  but  when  we  confider  that  here  is 
not  the  place  of  our  abode,  and  that  the  righteous  en¬ 
ter  upon  an  infinitely  better  {late,  it  fliould  filence  our 
grief.  Their  death  may  be  lofs  to  us,  but  it  is  gain 
to  them.  Faith  looks  not  for  Abel  in  the  field  of 
blood,  but  fees  him,  in  a  glorious  company  of  martyrs, 
around  the  throne  of  Godi 

0 

Once  more,  We  learn,  that  it  is  faith  which  ren¬ 
ders  our  perfons  and  fervic'es  acceptable  to  God.  The 
firfi  pair  in  innocence  were  acceptable  to  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  perfonal  obedience  ;  but  after  their  fall 
they  could  be  faved  only  by  faith.  In  this  way  AJ>el 
was  righteous*  and  his  facrifice  was  accepted.  lie  be¬ 
lieved  the  promifes  of  God>  and  relied  on  the  merits  of 
*  Rev.  i.  y. 


Of  this  faith,  we,  my  brethren,  muft  be  partakers, 
if  ever  we  be  faved.  We  have  now  the  cleared:  difco- 
veries  of  that  method  of  falvation  which  the  patriarchs 
and  prophets  faw  but  dimly.  JVe  have  found  hhn  of 
whom  Mofes  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  did  write ,  ffe- 
fus  of  Nazareth fj/jef on  of  Jofeph.*  Faith  is  that  a 61 
by  which  we  receive  him  for  our  falvation.  Be  per- 
fuaded  to  feek  this  faith  ;  to  afk  it  of  God,  whofe  gift 
it  is  ;  to  apply  to  the  blood  of  fpr inklings  for  cleanfing 
from  all  your  guilt.  It  fpeaketh  better  things  than  that  of 
/ lbel.\  Entreat  alfo  the  influences  of  the  holy  Spirit 
to  renew  and  purify  your  hearts.  We  have  no  righte- 
oufnefs  of  our  own  to  recommend  us.  God  will  be  well 
pleafed  with  us,  only  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  his  fon.  In 
him  there  is  complete  redemption. 

To  this  foundation  for  the  par  don  and  favor  of  God, 
I  wifh  to  lead  you  in  the  clofe  of  this  difeourfe  ;  and 
to  leave  ypu  with  this  imprehion,  that  without  faith  it 
is  impojfible  to  pie afe  him.%  Though  you  may  never  feel, 
like  Cain,  the  turbulence  and  guilt  of  hellifh  palfions  ; 
nay,  though  you  may  be  amiable  in  your  natural  difpo* 
fition  ;  affectionate  to  your  relatives  ;  kind  and 
*  John  i.  45.  f  xleb.  xii.  24.  f  Heb.  xi.  6, 
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4  courteous  in  your  behaviour  to  all ;  yet,  unlefs  you  be 
united  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  by  faith,  as  the  living 
principle  of  a  holy  obedience,  you  will  not  with  righte¬ 
ous  Abel  meet  the  final  approbation  of  your  Maker 
and  Judge, 
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Genesis  v.  24. 

And  Enoch  zvalked  ’with  God,  and  he  was  not :  for  God  took  John, 

%  ~  •  hkft,  1 

XT"  OUR  attention  has  been  lately  called  to  the  charac- 
ter  and  death  of  the  righteous  Abel  ;  with  which 
was  connected  the  hiilory  of  Cain,  as  far  as  it  related 
to  the  other.  I  fh all  not  follow  the  fugitive  and  *vaga  - 
bond)  or  {how  the  horrors  of  mind  which  accompanied 
his  guilt ;  and  that  though  God  fuffered  him  to  live* 
yet  it  was  for  an  awful  fpe&acle  to  deter  others  from 
the  fame  crime. 

The  facred  hiftorian,  after  mentioning  the  place 
whitherCain  wandered, and  the  invention  offeveral  arts 
by  his  defcendants,  drops  them  in  oblivion,  except 
feme  brief  account  of  their  extreme  degeneracy  of 
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manners,  infnaring  at  length,  by  intercourfe,  the  wor- 
fhippers  of  the  true  God  and  producing  a  general  cor- 
I  ruption. 

In  this  chapter,  he  gives  the  genealogy  of  the  firlb 
ten  Patriarchs.  Among  thefe,  Enoch  is  particularly 
celebrated  for  his  eminent  piety  and  extraordinary  end. 
Pie  was  the  feventh  perfon  in  a  diredt  line  from  Adam, 
by  Seth  who  was  a  fuhflitute  for  Abel  ;  and  he  is  thus 
diflinguifhed  from  Enoch  the  foil  of  Cain,  and  the 
third  perfon  in  the  other  line.  Pie  Hands  next  to  Abel 
in  that  catalogue  recorded  in  the  epiflle  to  the  He¬ 
brews,  and  is  mentioned  with  approbation  in  the  epiflle 
of  Jude. 

Two  things  offer  themfelves  to  our  confideration  on 
this  fubjedt  \ 

First,  The  piety  of  Enoch  ;  he  walked  with  God, 

/ 

Secondly,  His  extraordinary  end,  or  the  reward  of 
his  piety  ;  he  was  not  ;  for  God  took  him • 

I.  There  is  no  metaphor  more  frequently  ufed  in 
feripture  to  point  out  the  ccndudt  or  manner  of  life, 
than  this  taken  from  the  motion  of  the  body,  and  called 
walking.  It  fignifies  a  gooo  or  a  bad  hie,  Refold¬ 
ing  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  connected.  Tims,  to 
walk  after  the JleJh ?  is  to  gratify  its  evil  inclinations  ; 
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and  to  walk  in  the  ways  or  commandments  of  God,  is 
carefully  to  obferve  them.  The  propriety  and  force  of 
the  metaphor  need  not  be  particularly  fhown  ;  it  is 
perhaps  more  eafdy  conceived  than  explained.  We 
can  hardly  exprefs  ourfelves  on  fpiritual  fubjedts  but 
by  allufion  to  material  things.  The  phrafe  to  walk 
with ,  or  before  God ,  is  deligned  to  exprefs  a  fmgular 
and  eminent  degree  of  piety,  manifefted  by  a  regular 
and  uniform  conduct ;  by  a  perfevering  progrefs  in  all 
the  ways  of  a  holy  obedience.  The  fame  words  are 
ufed  in  defcribing  the  chara&er  of  Noah.  Noah  was 
a  juft  man ,  and  perfect  in  his  generations ,  and  Noah 
walked  with  God. %  The  command  of  Almighty  God 
to  Abram  was,  Walk  before  me  and  be  thou  perfect,  f 
And  this  was  the  refolution  of  the  Pfalmift,  after  his 
experience  of  'divine  goodnefs,  I  will  walk  before  the 
Lord.%  We  are  to  underlland  then,  that  Enoch  gave 
evidence  of  a  life  peculiarly  and  remarkably  devoted  to 
the  fervice  of  God.  Let  us  inquire  what  is  implied  in 
this  character. — It  is  proper  to  obferve, 

First,  That  Enoch  was  the  fubjehl  of  faith  in  the 
Redeemer.  The  Apoftle,  when  fhowing,  on  purpofe, 
the  glorious  effects  of  faith,  mentions  him  as  an  exam¬ 
ple  among  many.  Fie  declares  that  Enoch  had  this 
tefimony,  that  he  pleafed  God;  §  and  immediately  adds, 
*  Gen.  vii  9.  f  Gen-  *•  t  csvi'  9-  §  Heb.  il  5* 
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Without  faith  it  is  impojfihle  to  pleafe  him .  What  difco- 
veries  he  had  of  the  way  of  falvation  cannot  be  known. 
Though  they  were3  in  many  things  imperfect,  compa¬ 
red  with  thofe  which  believers  have  under  the  gofpel, 
yet,  we  know  that  his  perfon  muft  have  been  accepted 
as  righteous,  only  through  the  merits  of  a  Saviour  who 
was  promifed,  and  that  faith  in  him  was  the  living 
principle  from  which  his  obedience  flowed.  No  finner 
can  be  admitted  to  the  favor  of  God  but  through  the 
Mediator,  and  no  finner  will  love  and  ferve  God  with¬ 
out  hopes  of  his  pardoning  mercy.  Enoch  was  the 
fubjedt  of  faith,  and  his  heart  was  changed  and  fandti- 
fied  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  otherwife  he  could  not  have 
walked  with  him.  Can  two  walk  together ,  except  they 
he  agreed  ?  * 

It  is  of  the  greatefl  importance  that  we  attend  to 
this  in  delineating  every  religious  chara&er,  led  we  err 
in  building  on  a  falfe  foundation.  It  ought  to  be  in¬ 
culcated  fir  ft  and  laft,  that  true  holinefs  in  man  is 
attainable  only  in  the  way  which  God,  in  his  infinite 
goodnefs,  hath  provided.  The  religion  of  nature, 
though  good  in  itfelf,  is  now  defective  and  unavailing 

4 

for  falvation. 

Secondly,  Enoch  did  not  join  in  the  wicked  deyi- 
C  ces  and  practices  of  the  men  of  lus  age  j  he  was  inccm 

*  Amos  iii.  3. 
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rupted  by  thefe.  Their  example  did  not  draw  him 
slide,  but,  on  the  contrary,  excited  his  indignation  and 
abhorrence.  This  fliowed  his  piety  to  be  fin  cere,  and 
made  it  the  more  confpicuous.  He  afTociated  with 
thofe  who  adhered  to  the  true  worfhip  of  God,  of 
whom,  there  were  in  his  day,  ftiil  a  number  ;  and  he 
oppofed,  with  all  his  might,  that  torrent  of  wickednefs 
which  began  to  overfpread  the  earth.  Ever  fince  the 
beginning,  even  in  times  of  the  greatell  and  mod 
general  corruption  of  manners,  God  hath  railed  up 
witneffes  for  himfelf.  There  have  been  thofe  who 
vindicated  his  honor,  and  were  obedient  to  his  will ; 
thofe  who  bore  teftimony  againfl  the  degeneracy  o! 
the  world,  and  let  a  noble  example  before  it.  The 
more  profligate  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  the  more 
diftinguifhed  indeed,  has  been  their  pious  zeal;  nor  is 

...j 

the  benefit  of  eminent  men  confined  to  their  own  gene¬ 
ration,  but  extends  to  all  future  ages.  Such  W’as 
Enoch  ;  and  this  leads  me  to  fay, 

In  the  third  place,  That  with  courage  and  zeal  he 
admonifhed  and  reproved  others,  endeavoring  their 
reformation.  It  appears  from  the  epiftle  of  Jude,  that 
he  was  a  prophet,  and  difeharged  his  office  with  great 
boldnefs  and  faithfulnefs.  The  words  are,  And  Enoch 
alfo ,  the  feventh  from  A  cl am  >  prophejied  oj  thefe ,  faying , 
Behold  the  Eord  cometh  with  ten  thoufand  of  his  faints ,  to 
execute  'judgment  upon  all ,  and  to  convince  all  that  are  uti~ 
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godly  among  them  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds ,  which  they 
have  ungodly  committed ,  and  of  all  their  hard  fpeeches , 
which  ungodly  fmners  have  fpohen  againjl  him .  *  There 
was  formerly  extant  what  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  pro¬ 
phecy  of  Enoch,  and  which  was  highly  efteemed  by 
the  ancients  ;  but,  it  is  now  thought  to  hate  been  the 
work  of  force  later  hand  ;  and  that  the  Apoftle  did 
not  quote  this  pajfage  from  any  book,  but,  by  infpira- 
tion,  fpeaks  of  Enoch  as  having  been  a  prophet,  and 
as  having  denounced  the  judgments  of  God  againft  the 
wickednefs  of  the  times.  Holding  this  public  Ration,  it 
became  his  duty  to  teach  the  will  of  God,  and  declare, 
as  from  him,  the  vengeance  which  would  overtake  un¬ 
godly  finners.  Every  pious  chara&er,  indeed,  will  be 
attentive  not  only  to  his  own  condudt,  but  anxious  tor 
that  of  others ;  and  will  contribute,  as  far  as  in  his  powrer, 
to  the  promotion  of  religion.  He  will  be  actuated  witn 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  a  tender  concern  for 
the  welfare  of  his  felWmen.  While  fome  are  called  by 
their  Ration  to  bear  a  public  teftimony,  all  who  walk 
with  God,  will  exert  their  influence  for  him,  and  feel 
themfelves  deeply  interefled  in  fupporting  and  recom¬ 
mending  his  laws. 

Fourthly,  Enoch  confidered  himfelf  as  being 
always  in  the  prefence,  and  under  the  obfervation  of  a 
*  Jude  xiv.  15. 
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righteous  God.  This  is,  no  doubt,  an  important 
Ling  in  the  defcription  of  his  character.  He  walked 
with  God;  that  is,  the  whole  of  his  condudf  was  or¬ 
dered  as  in  his  fight  ;  not  only  that  part  of  it  which 
was  vifible  to  men,  but  the  very  thoughts  and  defires 
of  his  heart,  as  being  all  open  to  the  divine  inlpedion. 
This  would  lead  him  to  fet  a  Arid  guard  on  his  heart 
and  life  ;  it  would  influence  him  both  in  his  private  and 
public  chara&er  ;  it  would  enfure  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  all  the  duties  of  his  feveral  relations  ;  and  it  would 
bring  him  to  commit  his  ways  to  God,  trufting  in  his 
protection,  and  acquiefcing  in  all  the  difpofals  oGhi-s 
providence. 

He  who  confWtly  realizes  the  pretence  of  God 
will  be  chiefly  defirous  to  pleale  him.  He  will  not  be 
fo  much  felicitous  what  men  will  think  or  fay,  as  how 
he  (hall  approve  himfelf  to  the  great  Judge  of  all. 
This  is  the  confideration  which  prevails  in  his  mind 
and  directs  his  adtions  ;  and  perhaps  nothing  more 
certainly  marks  a  pious  temper.  What  is  the  fecret 
motive  of  all  our  condudl  ?  Is  it  that  we  may  gain  a 
name  and  confidence  among  men  ?  Or,  is  it  that  we 
may  have  the  approbation  of  God  ?  When  enga¬ 
ged  in  the  public  duties  of  religion,  what  is  it  that 
fans  the  flame  of  devotion  ?  Is  it  the  breath  of  mortals  ? 
Or  is  it  the  fpirit  of  the  Mofl  High  ?  Do  we  view 
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ourfelves  as  Handing  only  before  men  ?  Or  do  we  con- 
I  fi^er  ourfelves  as  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  and  holy 

n  *  God  ?  The  firft  is  the  principle  of  action  in  the  forma- 

lift  and  hypocrite  ;  the  laft,  of  him  who  loves  the 
Eord.  I  he  Pharifees,  of  old,  performed  their  duties 

Ml  '  f 

to  be  feeh  of  men ,  that  they  might  have  glory  of  them  ; 
but  our  blefted  Saviour  directs  us  to  regard  fupremely 
the  approbation  of  our  Father  who  feet h'  in  fee  ret  t  and 
will  judge  us  according  to  our  real  character.  Though 
the  pious  man  is  not  totally  regardlefs  of  the  opinion 
of  others,  yet  he  wifhes  ever  to  preferve  a  good  con- 
fcience  before  God  ;  and  though  he  may  fometimes 
be  improperly  fwayed  by  the  fentiments  of  the  world, 
yet  the  glory  of  God  is  his  great  defign.  As  long  as 
lie  walks  with  God.,  he  leeks  this  principally,  and  all 
other  things  are  of  inferior  concern. 

With  refpecl  to  Enoch,  the  Apoftle  allures  us,  that 
he  pleafed  God,  To  whatever  ridicule  his  lingularity 
might  have  expofed  him,  and  however  grating  his 
counfels  and  reproofs  might  have  been  to  Tinners,  he 
acquitted  himfelf  before  God,  and  obtained  from  him 
an  honorable  teftimony.  Let  me  only  add, 

At  i  >  * 

Farther,  That  Enoch  maintained  conftant  com¬ 
munion  with  God  ;  and  in  this  fenfe,  is  faid  to  have 
walked  with  him.  lie  carefully  attended  the  public 
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affemblies  for  worihip,  and  all  the  ordinances  of  divine 
inilitution.  He  embraced  the  opportunity  of  going 
into  the  fpecial  prefence  of  God,  and  bowing  before 
him.  He  obferved  times  of  examining  his  own  heart ; 
of  placing  himfelf  as  in  the  immediate  fight  of  God, 
and  pouring  out  his  Applications  to  him.  Whether 
in  private  or  public  ;  in  the  houfe,  or  by  the  way,  his 
heart  was  with  God. 

Nor  was  he  a  ftranger  to  thofe  methods  in  which 
God  then  revealed  his  will  to  men  ;  by  heavenly  mef- 
fengers,  dreams  and  vifions.  In  thefe  ways  he  learned 
the  divine  will  and  was  obedient  to  it.  i  hefe  have 
long  fince  ceafed,  and  are  not  now  to  be  expeCted  ;  but 
there  is  Hill  enjoyed  converfe  or  communion  with  God, 
by  the  defires  of  the  heart  going  out  to  him,  and  by 
his  manifeflations  of  himfelf.  Piety  is  the  fame  in 
every  age,  though  the  difpenfations  be  different. 
There  are  always  the  fame  adoring  views  of  the  per¬ 
fections  of  God  and  the  fame  defire  of  conformity  to 
him.  When  a  perfon  has  great  and  conftant  difeove- 
ries  of  divine  things,  and  his  heart  is  continually  under 
the  influence  of  them,  he  is  faid  to  walk  with  God  ; 
aud  thh  was  the  happy  condition  of  Enoch. 

These  particulars  which  have  been  mentioned,  enter 
into  the  defeription  of  the  character  given  him  ;  and 

I> 
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they  will  be  found  in  every  godly  perfon.  Though 
the  exei  cifes  may  not  be  in  the  fame  degree,  yet  they 
will  be  of  the  fame  nature.  This  patriarch  was  fa¬ 
vored  above  many  other  faints,  in  the  greatnefs  and 

conftancy  of  them  ;  for  he  called  with  God.  I  pro- 
ceed  now, 

II.  To  confider  briefly  tbe  extraordinary  end  of 
Enoch,  or  the  reward  of  his  piety;  he  was  not,  for 
God  took  him .  Some  have  interpreted  thefe  words  to 
fignify  no  moie  than  his  fudden  and  early  death  ;  or, 
as  if  they  informed  us  only  of  his  Ihort  life  when  corn- 
pat  ed  with  the  other  patriarchs  ;  he  not  living1  more 
than  three  hundred  and  lixty-five  years.  But,  it  is 
very  evident  from  the  words  in  the  epiftle  to  the  He¬ 
brews,  that  God  tranfiated  him  ;  removed  his  body  as 
well  as  his  foul  into  Heaven,  as  was  the  cafe  afterward 
with  the  prophet  Elijah.  By  faith  Enoch  was  tranfla- 
ted,  that  he  Jhould  not  fee  death  ;  and  was  not  found , 
lecaufe  God  had  tranfiated  him, %  In  thefe  words  we 
are  told  plainly,  that  he  did  not  fee  death .  There  was 

no  feparation  of  his  foul  from  his  body,  which  makes 
#  | 

what  is  called  death. 

Besides,  as  one  hasjuftly  obferved,  if  we  interpret 

,  the  words  to  mean  only  his  death,  we  will  And  an  ufc- 

*  Heb.  xi. 
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lefs  tautology  or  repetition  in  them.  He  was  not ,  for 
God  took  him  ;  that  is,  he  died ,  for  God  removed  him  by 
death .  But,  if  interpreted  the  other  way,  they  have 
great  propriety  and  force.  He  was  not ;  he  conti¬ 
nued  no  longer  upon  this  earth  ;  he  was  not  to  be 
found  either  among  the  living  or  the  dead,  for  God 
took  him  ;  conveyed  his  whole  perfon  into  Heaven. 
There  is  no  need  to  dwell  longer  upon  this,  the  words 
which  have  been  quoted  from  the  New  Teflament  be¬ 
ing  fufficiently  clear  and  explicit.  They  are  the  bed 
and  the  only. comment  which  can  be  admitted.  God 
was  pleafed  as  a  reward  of  the  fmgular  and  remarkable 
piety  of  Enoch,  and  for  other  wife  purpofes,  to  (how 
this  great  token  of  his  kindnefs  to  him. 

In  what  manner  he  was  taken  up  is  not  related. 
\Ve  know  that  at  the  afcenlion  01  our  Lord  a  cloud 
received  him ,  and  that  Elijah  was  borne  away  by  horfes 
and  chariots  of  fire .  In  fume  fuch  way,  we  may  con¬ 
ceive  that  Enoch,  by  the  miniftry  of  angels,  was  raifed 
from  earth  and  carried  into  Heaven  ;  his  mortal  being 
changed  into  immortality,  and  his  corruptible  into 
incorruption  ;  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  limilartothe  change  which  fnall  pafs  upon  thole 
found  alive,  when  the  trumpet  lhall  found. 

As  his  tranflation  would  be  a  convincing  and  in- 
ftrudlive  leflbn  to  mankind,  it  is  reafcnable  to  think 
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that  it  was  public  and  vifible  ;  at  lead,  that  there  were 
a  number  of  credible  witneffes  who  could  atted  it. 
B\  this  God  allured  them  of  a  future  and  immortal 
Hate  of  blifs  ;  where  the  bodies  as  well  as  the  fouls  of 
the  righteous  Ihould  dwell  and  be  forever  happy.  Such 
an  example  they  needed,  when  we  condder  that  they 
had  feen  the  body  of  righteous  Abel  return  to  the 
dull;  and  that  about  fifty-feven.  years  before  this, 
Adam,  the  father  of  all  living,  had  yielded  his  breath, 
and  his  body  had  been  forrowfully  committed  to  the 
ground,  out  or  which  it  had  been  taken.  God,  who 
fuitshis  difpenfations  to  the  neceffities  of  his  people, 
gave  them,  therefore,  an  inllance  of  a  human  body  tri¬ 
umphing  over  death,  and  prepared  to  inherit  everlalling 
joys.  lie  thus  fupportcd  them  under  their  fears,  ani¬ 
mated  their  hopes,  and  ftrengthened  their  faith. 

T*he  tranllation  of  Enoch  may  Iikewife  be  cond- 
dered  as  a  confirmation  of  his  million.  Admitting 
that  he  wrought  no  miracles  while  he  lived,  his  extra¬ 
ordinary  removal  from  earth,  was  an  evidence,  that  he 
was  a  true  prophet,  and  that  the  things  which  he  had 
declared,  required  the  mod  ferious  attention  and  consi¬ 
deration  of  men.  Amidlt  the  general  corruption  of 
the  age,  it  loudly  tedified,  that  there  is  a  God  who 
judgeth  on  the  earth,  and  who  will  reward  the  righte¬ 
ous  and  punilh  the  wicked. 
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Suffer  me  now  to  turn  your  attention  to  fomc  re- 
fledtions  arifing  from  this  fubjedt. 


First,  We  learn,  that  it  is  piety  which  gives  any 
character  a  real  value.  There  are  traditions  which, 
aferibe  to  Enoch  great  learning  and  knowledge  ;  but 
whatever  might  have  been  the  natural  and  acquired 
endowments  of  his  mind,  he  is  celebrated  in  the  ferip- 
lure,  only  for  the  conformity  of  his  heart  and  life  to 
the  will  of  God.  For  this  he  Hands  on  record  and  is 
propofed  for  imitation* 


That  human  acquirements  are  to  be  fought,  and 
are  ferviceable  to  mankind,  is,  no  doubt,  true.  We 
condemn  not  the  race  of  Cain  for  building  cities,  and 
for  the  invention  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life  5  but  when 
tlrefe  are  feparated  from  an  attention  to  the  duties  of 
religion,  we  cannot  praife  their  characters,  nci  think 
them  happy.  It  is  infinitely  better  to  be  good  than 
to  be  great ;  to  have  the  favor  of  God  than  to  com¬ 
mand  the  world.  Though  extraordinary  gilts  may 
excite  the  admiration  and  envy,  of  men,  yet  they  aie  of 
little  account  in  his  eyes,  who  feeth  not  as  man  feeth. 
And  of  what  advantage  are  they  to  the  poiTeffor,  when 
he  muft  leave  all  earthly  feenes  forever  ?  Can  they  pro¬ 


cure 


him  admifiion  into  the  joys  of  Heaven  ?  No  5 
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without  holinefs)  no  man  Jhall  fee  the  Lord .  *  While  we 
acknowledge  this  truth,  it  fhould,  at  the  fame  time,  af- 

"  ,K 1  . 

ford  us  confolation.  Few  can  expedt  to  attract  the 
notice  of  men,  but  all  may  obtain  the  favor  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  God,  by  faith  in  the  Saviour,  and  a  life  de- 
voted  to  his  fervice.  Let  this  then,  my  brethren,  be 
the  main  cbjedl  of  our  purfuit  \  this,  the  height  at 
which  our  ambition  aims.  We  fhall,  thus,'  be  truly 
great  here,  and  eternally  happy  hereafter. 

!  M 

In  the  fecond  place,  We  fee  how  different  are  the 

1  '! 

dealings  of  God  with  refpebt  to  the  removal  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  from  this  world.  As  in  treating  of  the  death  of 
Abel,  it  was  obferved,  that  we  muff  not  judge  of  the 
fpccial  favor  of  God  towards  men,  on  account  of  their 
long  continuance  and  profperity  on  earth  ;  that  Abel 
was  early  cut  down,  while  Cain  furvived  ;  fo  it  may  be 
obferved  here,  that  the  circumftances  attending  the 
death  of  the  faints  themfelves  are  various.  Abel  buf¬ 
fered  a  violent  death,  but  Enoch  was  tranflated. 
Though  Cain  might  be  miferable  while  he  lived,  and 
his  very  living  be  a  punifhment  for  his  crime,  yet  as  his 
cafe  compared  with  Abel’s  afforded  fome  foundation 
for  a  remark  which  is,  in  itfelf,  certainly  juft ;  fo  the 
tranflation  of  Enoch  compared  with  the  murder  of 
Abel  affords  foundation  for  this  remark  no  lefs  juft ; 
that  the  time  and  manner  of  death  to  the  faints  are  ex~ 
I  *  Heb.  xii.  14* 
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ceedingly  various.  Some  die  early,  others  live  long  ; 
fome  die  fuddenly,  others  linger  under  difeafe  and 
pain.  None  ought  to  expedl  an  exemption  from  the 
evils  neceffarily  attendant  on  the  Hate  of  mortality ; 
nor  ought  they  to  be  very  folicitous  about  them.  We 
may  not  choofe  the  time,  nor  the  manner  of  our  death  ; 
but  leave  thefe  to  the  direction  of  a  wife  and  merciful 
God,  being  allured  that,  if  we  love  him,  it  Hi  all  be  well 
with  us,  happen  when  and  how  it  will* 

Most  men  feem  to  {brink  at  the  thoughts  of  a  hid¬ 
den  death,  and  to  deprecate  its  coming  upon  them 
unawares ;  and  yet  to  the  pious  man,  it  is  certainly  a 

4 

favor.  He  is  freed  from  tedious  pains,  from  the  fears 
of  diffolution,  and  from  the  dihrefs  of  weeping  friends. 
Like  Enoch,  he  fees  not  death,  when  the  tranfition  is 
almoh  imperceptible  from  this  earthly  tabernacle  to  the 
houfe  in  Heaven. — The  reafon  why  it  is  dieaded  is,  bc- 
fides  the  natural  averfion,  a  confcioufnefs  of  unfitnefs 
to  appear  before  a  holy  God.  I  he  great  concern 
then  is,  to  labour  for  a  hate  of  habitual  preparation  ; 
to  be  found  in  the  commiffion  of  no  fin,  and  in  the 
omihion  of  no  duty  ;  to  walk  with  God  ;  to  commune 
with  him  upon  earth  ;  to  have  our  loins  girt  cine!  our 
lamps  burning  ;  that  fo  we  may  be  ready  to  go  forth  to 
meet  the  bridegroom ,  whenever  the  .cry  is  made,  Behold , 
he  comcth  !  Then,  if  it  (houldbe  at  midnight ,*  at  a  time 
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of  all  others  the  molt  unexpected,  inhead  of  furprife 
and  confufion,  compofure  and  joy  will  attend  us. 

Thirdly,  Let  this  fubjeCl  be  improved  by  way  of 
examination  into  our  own  characters  before  God.  The 
defcription  of  Enoch’s  character  is  a  defcription  of 
true  religion.  Perfons  often  give  peace  to  their  con¬ 
ferences,  by  alledging  that  the  fame  degree  of  grace 
found  in  the  faints  recorded  in  fcripture,  is  not  necef- 
fary  nor  attainable  by  all.  Beware  of  deception  on 
this  head  ;  for  it  is  always  a  bad  fign  when  perfons  reft 
in  any  attainments,  or  what  they  fuppofe  a  fufficiency 
of  grace  to  fecure  their  happinefs.  This  temper  is  op- 
pofed  to  the  very  nature  of  true  grace,  which  reaches 
forth  unto  the  things  which  are  before,  and  prehes 
towards  perfection  itfelf.  Befides,  grace  is  always  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  fame  marks,  and  attended,  in  fome 
degree,  by  the  fame  exercifes.  It  is  not  one  thing  in 
Enoch,  another  in  David,  another  in  the  Apoftle  Paul, 
and  hill  another  in  the  Chrihian  at  this  day.  It  inva¬ 
riably,  in  every  age,  confihs  in  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  God,  from  a  principle  of  love  to  him,  and  afiurance 
of  his  favor  through  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer. 


PIavE  we  reafon  to  think,  that  we  are  the  iubjeCIs 
of  faith  in  Chrih  ?  That  we  are  conformed  in  heart  to 
God  ?  Do  we  abhain  from  all  the  ways  cf  fin  ?  .And 
do  we,  as  far  as  we  have  opportunity*  reprove  and 
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endeavour  to  reform  tranfgreffors  ?  Do  we  ad  as  m 
the  pretence  and  under  the  obfervation  of  God  ?  Do 
we  feek  communion  with  him  in  his  word  and  in  his 
ordinances  ?  Surely  thefe  things  are  true  of  every  child 
of  God.  Are  they  'true  of  us  ?  Be  afraid,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  led  any  of  you  be  deceived  in  this  matter.  Pray 
to  God  to  fearch  and  try  you  5  to  teach  you  both 
your  danger  and  your  remedy,  while  you  are  dill  m 

the  place  of  hope. 

Alas  !  Are  there  not  many  who  feldom  have  God 
in  their  thoughts  ?  Who  behold  the  works  of  his  hands, 
enjoy  the  bounties  of  his  providence,  and  never  lift 
their  hearts  to  the  beneficent  Author  of  all  ?  Are  theie 
not  many  who  live  in  peace,  if  they  can  keep  their  fins 
concealed  from  men  ?  Who,  if  they  can  fupport  an 
unblame  able  charader  with  others,  are  not  attentive 
to  maintain  purity  of  mind  ?  Were  you  to  be  judged 
by  men,  this  might  avail  you  ;  but  remember  that 
God  fearcheth  the  heart  and  truth  the  reins.  No  dif- 
guife  can  cover  from  him  ;  no  darknefs  through  which 
his  eye  docs  not  penetrate.  Are  there  evils  which 
men  are  afhamed  to  commit  before  the  fun  ?  Faint 
image  of  its  Maker!  Do  you  diun  the  face  of  day? 
And  will  you  not  regard  God  who  is  light ,  and  in 
whom  is  no  darknefs  at  all  ? — Sinners,  be  entreated, 
while  in  the  land  of  the  living,  to  acquaint  yourfelves 
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now  with  God ;  and  be  at  peace  with  him  ;  that  good 
may  come  unto  you.  Behold  his  glory  in  the  Heavens 
above  and  in  the  earth  beneath.  Behold  it  efpecially, 
in  the  face  of  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift.  Out  of  him  God 
is  a  confuming  fire  to  the  workers  of  iniquity  ;  but  in 
him  he  can  be  reconciled  to  you ;  and  while  his  juf- 
tice  is  fatisfied,  his  mercy  be  extended  to  the  guilty 
and  miferable.  Betake  yourfelves  without  delay  to 

this  bleifed  door  of  hope  opened  unto  you  in  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel. 

To  conclude.  Plow  far  do  thofe  of  you,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  who  have  devoted  yourfelves  to  God,  come  fflort 
of  what  you  ought  to  be  1  What  ground  of  lhame, 
that  you  are  fo  much  affedled  with  the  fentiments  of 
men,  and  fo  little  with  the  judgment  of  God  !  How 
cold  in  your  affcdl ions  !  How  backward  to  your  duty  ! 
Ee  exhorted  to  double  your  diligence.  Cultivate  an 
imprefhon  of  the  divine  prefence,  as  the  bell  preferva- 
tive  again  ft  temptation,  the  fureft  fupport  under  afflic¬ 
tion,  and  the  lirongell  motive  to  duty.  Be  encoura¬ 
ged  by  the  promifes  of  God,  by  what  he  hath  done 
for  his  people  from  the  beginning,  and  by  the  glorious 
reward  in  profpeft,  to  perfevere  amidfl  all  the  difficul¬ 
ties  to  which  you  are  expofed.  The  grace  of  God  is 
fufficient  for  you.  Jefus  Chrift  will  make  you  more 
than  conquerors.  How  glorious  the  time,  when  the 
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Lord  himf elf  Jh all  defcend  from,  heaven  with  a  Jhout ,  with 
the  voice  of  the  arch-angel ,  and  with  the  trump  of  God ; 
when  the  dead  in  Chrijl fall  rife  JirJl ,  and  thofe  which  are 
alive flail  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds  to 

meet  the  Lord  in  the  air .  Then  innumerable  believers, 

♦ 

like  Enoch,  fhall  afeend  to  be  ever  with  the  Lord. 
Wherefore ,  comfort  one  another  with  thefe  words .  * 

*  I  Theff.  iv.  16. 17.  i8» 
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And  Noah  began  to  be  an  bujbandman)  and  he  planted  a  vineyard. 
And  he  drank  of  the  wine  and  was  drunken}  and  he  was  uncovered 
within  his  tent. 


r  |  1  HE  choice  of  thefe  words  would  feem  Angular, 
were  It  not  In  profecutlon  of  a  plan  to  delineate 
certain  characters  in  the  feriptures.  Thofe  ancient 
worthies  Abel  and  Enoch,  have  already  palTed  in  re¬ 
view;  and  the  next  prefented  to  out  particular  attention 
is  Noah,  the  venerable  father  of  that  race  of  men  which 
re-peopled  the  earth  after  the  flood.  The  exception¬ 
able  part  of  his  character  is  not  chofen,  becaufe  it  is 
agreeable  to  dwell  on  the  failings  of  men,  but  becaufe, 
if  rightly  improved*  it  will  afford  an  inltruCtive  leflon. 
While  the  virtues  of  others  call  for  our  imitation,  their 
failings  ferve  to  warn  us  of  danger.  Had  we  fixed  on 
the  defeription  of  his  general  character,  we  would  have 
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been  led  to  the  fame  truths  which  were  fuggefted  by 
the  character  of  Enoch  ;  for  both  thefe  perfons  have 
this  excellent  teflimony,  that  they  walked  with  God.— 
It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  attend  to  the  hiflory  of  the 
flood,  or  to  the  prophecy  of  Noah  concerning  his  fons 
which  follows  the  paffage  now  read,  farther  than  they 
may  tend  to  illullration. 

Noah,  the  fon  of  Lamech,  and  the  tenth  perfon  in 
a  direct  line  from  Adam,  lived  at  a  time  when  the  wick- 
ednefs  of  men  was  great  and  general  on  the  earth. 
Amidft  this  almofl  univerfal  corruption,  he  adhered  to 
the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  and  exhibited  an  example 
of  piety  and  virtue.  He  is  called  by  the  Apoftle  Pe¬ 
ter,  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs .*  He,  no  doubt,  in 
k  words,  warned  men  of  the  judgments  which  their  fins 
would  bring  upon  them  ;  as  well  as  by  the  building  of 
the  ark,  in  which  he  was  a  long  time  employed  ;  and 
which  was  a  conflant,  and  ought  to  have  been  an  affec¬ 
ting  leffon  on  this  head,  By  faith ,  fays  the  Apoftle, 
Noah  being  warned  of  Gad  of  things  not  feen  as  yet ,  moved 
with  fear ,  prepared  an  ark  to  the  faving  of  his  hcufe  ;  by 
the  which  he  condemned  the  worlds  and  became  heir  of  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  by  faith,  j'  This  righteous  per¬ 
fon,  having  found  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  was 
preferved  with  his  family,  together  with  fiich  animals 

*  s  Pet.  ii.  5.  f  Heb.  xi.  7. 
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as  he  was  directed  to  take  into  the  ark ;  while  all  the 
reft  of  mankind,  and  every  living  creature,  were  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  flood. 

After  the  waters  had  fubfided,  and  Noah  had 
come  out  of  the  ark,  we  find  an  evidence  of  his  piety. 
He  built  an  altar  and  offered  facrifice,  with  which  God 
was  pleafed  ;  who,  befides  feveral  other  in  fiances  of 
his  kindnefs,  promifed,  that  allflefh  fhould  no  more  be 
deftroyed  with  water  ;  but  that  while  the  earth  re¬ 
mained ,  feed-time  and  harvejl ,  and  cold  and  heat ,  and 
fummer  and  winter ,  and  day  and  night  Jhould  not  ccafe.  * 
As  a  token  of  this  covenant  to  all  generations,  God 
fet  his  bow  in  the  cloud. 

The  flood  had  not  fo  deftroyed  the  roots  or  feeds  of 
trees,  plants  and  other  vegetables  but  that  when  the 
earth  was  dried,  and  felt  the  genial  influence  of  the 
fun,  they  again  fprang  up.  The  black  and  difmal  wafte 
was  fucceeded  by  verdant  fpots,  until  the  hills  and  val- 
lles  gradually  fmiled  on  every  fide.  Noah,  invited  by 
pleafure,  as  well  as  led  by  neceflity  and  duty,  betook 
himfelf  to  the  cultivation  of  the  ground.  He  be¬ 
llowed  a  foftering  care  on  the  riling  plants,  removed 
them  to  a  more  favorable  fituation,  and  cherifhed  the 
growth  of  filch  as  were  moll  ferviceable  to  the  fupport 
and  comfort  of  life.  He  began ,  fays  the  facred  hifto- 
*  Gen.yiii. 
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rian,  to  le  an  hujlandman  ;  by  which  we  are  not  to  un¬ 
derhand,  that  he  had  not  been  one  before,  the  word 
begin  being  often  applied  in  fcripture  to  him  who  con¬ 
tinues,  or  repeats  an  action  begun  formerly.  He  refu¬ 
med  that  occupation  in  which  he  had  been  employed 
previous  to  the  flood,  and  was  interrupted  only  during 
the  time  of  preparing  the  ark.  Being  a  good  man, 
he  did  not  lead  an  idle  or  inactive  life,  but  contributed 
his  fhare  to  the  welfare  of  fociety.  In  ancient  days 
nothing  was  efteemed  more  honorable,  and  more  wor¬ 
thy  of  attention  than  the  art  of  agriculture.  Our  firfl: 
parents  were  placed  in  a  garden  in  order  to  drefs  it. 
Noah,  the  father  of  the  new  world,  cultivated  a  planta¬ 
tion,  and  the  examples  of  the  greateil  men,  and  the 
encomiums  of  the  fineit  writers  in  every  age,  might  be 
added  in  favor  of  this  employment. 

Among  other  improvements,  Noah  planted  a  vine¬ 
yard  ;  and  was  probably  the  firfl;  perfon  who  prefled 
the  juice  from  the  grape  fo  as  to  make  wine.  Here, 
we  would  willingly  Hop,  were  it  confiftent  with  truth 
and  duty  ;  but  Mofes,  who  was  a  faithful  hiftorian,  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  Noah  drank  of  the  wine  and  was  drunken . 
In  tailing  the  fruit  of  his  labours  he  went  to  fuch  excefs, 
that  he  became  intoxicated,  as  it  would  feem,  to  a 
fhameful  degree.  This  is  the  extraordinary  account 
given  of  a  preacher  and  a  prophet,  of  one  who  walked 
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with  God,  and  received  from  him  repeated  tokens  of. 
his  fpecial  favor.  Inftead  of  mocking,  like  wicked 
Ham,  at  the  fituation  of  our  father,  let  us,  like  his. 
dutiful  children,  Shem  and  Japhet,  cover  his  failings  as 
far  as  we  can.  When  perfons  have  a  due  fenfe  of  them- 
felves,  it  will  foften  their  rigour  towards  others.  They 
will  be  difpofed  to  pity  and  forbear,  rather  than  to  cen- 
fure  and  condemn.  Efpeciajly.  will  the  fins  of  the. 
profefforsof  religion  excite  forrow.  and  fear  in  their 
hearts  ;  forrow  for  the  difhonor  done  to  God,  and 
fear  left  they  alfo  be  tempted.  They  will  not  rejoice 
like  the  profane,  but  mourn,  the  tranfgreffi on,  and  re- 
folve  to  put  a  double  guard  on  themfelves.  Let  us 
then,  if  we  cannot  totally  excufe  Noah,  ingenuoufly 
confefs  and  lament  his  crime,  and  improve  it  to  good 
purpofes.  Interpreters  have  offered  feveral  excufes 
for  his  conduct.  ... 

First,  It  has  been  faid,  that  he  might  have  been 
unacquainted  with  the  nature  and  ftrength  of  the 
liquor  ;  that  though  the  world  was  now  more  than  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fix  years  old,  yet  wine 
had  never  been  made  before  ;  or  that  this  was,  at  leaff 
to  him,  the  firft  experiment.  It  is  certain,  that  this 
is  the  earlie ft  account  which  is  come  down  to  us  ;  and 
if  this  were  really  the  firft  time  wine  was  made,  or  the 
£rft  time  ever  Noah  had  any  experience  of  its  nature, 
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the  excufe  may  be  admitted.  We  can  eafily  conceive 
how  one,  who  had  never  tailed  any  thing  of  this  kind, 
never  felt  the  effect  of  it  on  himfelf,  or  feen  it  in  ano¬ 
ther,  might  be  betrayed  and  overcome.  We  know 
that  children  become  intoxicated  in  this  way,  and  we 
do  not  call  them  drunkards  ;  yea,  we  hold  them,  in  the 
firlt  inftance,  innocent  ;  efpecially,  if  they  were  not 
forewarned.  A  perfon  feems  no  more  guilty  in  this 
cafe,  than  he  who  unwarily  chews  a  poifonous  herb, 
or  drinks  a  deadly  potion.  It  is  to  be  obferved  alfo, 
that  Noah  Hands  charged  only  once  ;  and,  if  we  attend 
to  the  fcope  of  the  hiHorian,  his  great  defign  is  not  fo 
much  to  inform  us  of  the  drunkennefs,  as  of  the  occa- 
fion  on  which  the  Canaanites  were  curfed.  This  ex¬ 
cufe  will  receive  additional  force,  if  we  can  believe  the 
Jewifh  tradition,  that  the  vine  which  Noah  planted  was 
not  of  ordinary  growth,  but  had  been  carried  down 
the  river  out  ofparadife  and  found  by  him.  Though, 
indeed,  there  be  a  fimilarity  between  Adam  and  Noah, 
the  one  having  tranfgreffed  by  eating,  and  the  other 
by  drinking  the  fruit  of  a  tree,  and  the  fhame  of  both 
difeovered,  yet  we  cannot  certainly  infer,  that  the  tree 
cj  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  was  a  vine  £  that  it  was  of 
this  kind  which  Noah  found  and  planted  ;  and  that  it 
had  a  peculiar  quality  with  which  he  was  entirely  unac¬ 
quainted.  This  is  rather  inventing  an  excufe,  and  one 
too  which  has  little  probability. 
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Again,  It  has  been  laid,  that  he  was  the  more 
eafily  overcome  by  reafon  of  his  age  and  infirmities.. 
We  know  that  he  came  out  of  the  ark  in  the  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  firft  year  of  his  age,  and  that  he  died  when 
he  was  nine  hundred-  and  fifty  years  old  ;  but,  at  what 
particular  time  this  affair  happened,  cannot  be  known  ; 
probably  a  confiderable  number  of  years  after  the 
flood.  If  he  were  nowold,  and  the  vigour  of  his  na¬ 
ture  had  greatly  declined,  a  fmall  quantity  of  wine 
would  prove  injurious  to  him  ;  efpecially,  if  we  confi- 
derhim  as  wholly  unaccuftomed  to  it.  Add  too,  that 
he  might  be  allured  by  the  refrefhment  and  fpirits 
which  it  would  at  firft  impart.  Plis  infirmities  might 
encourage  the  draught,  and  finding  them  alleviated,  he 
might  be  led  to  repeat  it  to  a  meafure,  which  his 
ftrength  could  by  no  means  bear.  It  is  found  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  in  the  decay  and  weaknefs  of  old  age, 
intoxication  is  more  eafily  produced,  than  when  the 
body  is  in  its  prime. 

Again,  It  has  been  faid,  that  he  might  have  been 
led  to  commit  excels  through  the  grief  and  melancholy 
of  his  mind.  He  had  had  long  experience  of  the 
wickednefs  of  the  old  world ;  he  bad  feen  them  irre¬ 
claimable,  and  at  laft  deftroyed  by  the  juft  judgment 
of  God  ;  he  was  left  almoft  folitary  on  the  earth  ;  and 
gloomy  reflections  would  naturally  arife  in  his  mind. 


*.*-  e:y  *  - -V. .  *0  ■’*’  *. ' 
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In  this  fituation  he  might  have  fought  to  bury  his 
cares  in  wine,  and  was  carried  to  an  unjuftifiable  length. 


But  though  the  temptation,  in  this  refpedf,  might 
have  been  ftrong,  yet  it  does  not  acquit  him  of*  guilt* 
He  fought  confolation  from  a  wrong  fource.  To  mif- 
fortunes  and  deprefiion  of  mind,  is  intemperance  in 
men  frequently  to  be  afcribed.  Finding  a  temporary 
relief  from  their  miferies,  or  an .  elation,  of  fpirit,  they 
repeat  the  draught,  until  it  becomes  almoft  neceflary  to 

• 

their  happinefs.  At  the  fame  time,  fuch  are  to  be 

condemned,  who,  thus  fleeing  from  their  forrows, 

*  *  *  "  % 

plunge  themfelves  into  flill  greater,  and  wafle  the 
flame  of  life  by  producing  an  immoderate  and  unnatu¬ 
ral  heat.  Infinitely  better  the  conduct  of  thofe  who 
engage  their  attention  by  fome  ufeful  bufinefs  ;  and 
above  all,  thofe  wha  feek  a  refuge  in  the  comforts 
which  religion  affords  ! 


There  is  another  light  in  which  this  conduct  of 
.Noah  has  been  fet,  and  equally  inexcufahle  ;  and  that 
is,  that  it  happened  at  a  feaft  made  for  his  fons  ;  that 
on  the  vintage,  he  aflembled  them  in  order  to  rejoice  ; 
and  then,  after  the  example  of  other  patriarchs,  to  blefs 
them.  This  is  placing  the  temptation  to  the  account 
of  joy  and  not  of  forrow.  From  both  thefe  caufes  in¬ 
deed  excefs  often  arifes,  and  the  heart  of  man  needs  to 


. 
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be  guarded.  The  remembrance  of  the  dangers  through 
which  they  had  paffed  during  the  flood  ;  the  renewal 
of  the  face  of  the  earth ;  the  new  privileges  con¬ 
ferred  by  Providence  ;  and  a  plentiful  harveft  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  filled  them  with  gladnefs,  and  made 
the  heart  of  the  ancient  patriarch  overflow  with  joy. 
His  intemperance  is  ft  ill  inexcufable.  Though  men 
are  found  to  plead  feafts  and  other  joyous  occafions  as 
warranting  their  exceffes,  yet  they  are  guilty  before 
God.  It  can  never  be  lawful  to  debafe  our  nature  and 
violate  the  divine  command.  Innocence  ought  ever  to 
unite  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  moderation  to  be  obfer- 
ved  in  all  things. 

Once  more,  It  has  been  faid,  that  there  is  not  ad 
the  reafon,  which  fome  have  imagined,  to  conclude 
that  Noah  was  drunk  to  an  excefiive  degree.  It  has 
been  alledged,  that  the  fame  word  ufed  here,  occurs  in 
the  place  where  it  is  faid,  that  Jofeph’s  brethren  drank 
and  were  merry  with  him  ;*  and  yet  we  cannot  think, 
that  they  indulged  themfelves  to  excefs  in  the  prefence 
of  him  whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  no  other  than  the 
Governor  of  Egypt.  This  interpretation  is  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  confideration,  that  the  defign  of  Mofes,  as 
has  been  already  obferved,  is  not  profefiedly  to  accufe 
Noah  of  intemperance,  but  to  relate  the  occafion  on 
*  Gen.  xliii.  34. 
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which  the  Canaanites  were  curfed. —  If  this  opinion  be 
admitted,  then  we  are  to  think,  that  though  he  drank 
freeiy,  and  afterwards  dept,  yet  he  was  not  guilty  of* 
any  fhameiul  excels,  and  his  fobriety  is  dill  unirn- 
peached.  Fatigued  with  labour,  and  worn  with  the 
infirrpities  of  age,  he  might  have  retired  from  the  heat 
of  the  day,  and  having  taken  a  plentiful  refrefhment, 
laid  him  down  to  red  in  his  tent ;  where  mantled  with, 
fome  of  the  vines  he  had  planted,  and  fanned  by  the 
breeze,  exhauded  nature  fought  to  recruit  itfeif  by 
deep.  How  profane  the  foot  that  intrudes  on  his  re¬ 
tirement,  or  didurbs  his  repofe  ! 

■  ■»  t 

These  things  have  been  mentioned  by  way  of  ex» 
eufing  the  patriarch,  or  alleviating  the  crime  imputed 
to  him.  The  hidory  is  fo  fhort,  that  they  mud  red 
chiefly  on  conjecture.  Taking  the  words  in  their 
drifted  fenfe,  they  contain  an  imputation  of  guilt,  and 
have  been  generally  fo  underdood,  whatever  palliations 
have  been  invented. — This  reflection  drikes  us  here  ; 
that  the  excufes  offered  for  him  (how  how  careful  a 
faint  ought  to  be  in  his  walk,  and  how  lamentable  when 
he  falls  into  grofs  fin  !  The  charader  before  us  was 
fuch,  that  we  are  furprized  to  find  fo  great  a  dain,  and 
afraid  led  it  be  perverted  by  many  to  the  difadvantage 
©1  religion,  and  to  their  own  ruin. 
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Let  us  now  fee  what  leffons  this  part  of  facred  luf- 
;.tory  teaches  us. 


First,  We  learn,  that  a  man’s  character  is  not  to 
be  determined  by  a  fingle  aCt,  but  by  the  tenor  of  his 
life.  View  .the  general  conduct  of  Noah  before  and 
after  the  flood,  and  you  find  it  pious.  He  was  a  fub- 
je&  of  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  and  devoted  to  his  fer- 
•vice.  He  -was  a  perfect  man  ;  not  indeed  wholly  with¬ 
out  fin,  for  there  is  no  fuch  perfection  on  earth  ;  but 
he  paid  a  fincere  and  univerfal  obedience  to  the  com¬ 
mands  of  God.  His  heart  was  fanCtified  by  giace, 
and  this  appeared  in  holy  aCtions.  T.  he  offence  of 
which  he  was  guilty  is  a  lpot  on  his  character,  but 
does  not  deface  it.  d  he  habitual  temper  and  practice 
oonftitutes  a  man  either  righteous  or  wicked. 

It  is  neceffary,  however,  to  remark  the  danger  of 
'Comparing  ourfelves  with  others  •  or,  of  what  is  called 
balancing  our  virtues  againft  our  vices  ;  for  there  is 
no  perfeCt  ftandard  but  the  law  of  God,  and  one  fail- 
ure  will  as  effectually  condemn  a  man,  as  ten  thoufand. 
To  entitle  us  therefore,  to  acceptance  with  God,  we 
muff  be  united  to  Chrift,  ‘who  hath  rulfilled  this  Lw 
for  his  people,  and  purchafed  grace  to  enable  them  to 
obey  it.  This  being  the  cafe,  and  their  lives  being 
generally  conformed  to  the  will  of  God,  their  failings 


do  not  prove  them  ungodly.  We  may  not  haftily  con¬ 
demn  a  man,  becaufe  in  one  inftance  he  was  blame- 
able,  when  his  conversation,  on  the  whole,  is  known  to 
be  as  becometh  the  gofpeL 


Secondly,  The  conduct  of  Noah  Should  be  a  cau* 
tion  and  warning  to  us.  This  is  one  reafon  why  the 
falls  of  the  faints  are  recorded.  They  point  to  danger, 
and  fhould  put  us  on  our  guard*  Their  language  is, 
Let  him  that  thinketh  he  Jlandeth ,  take  heed  lejl  he  fall *  * 
We  inherit  the  fame  depravity  of  nature,  and  may  be 
left  to  fall  into  the  fame,  or  even  greater  faults.  Have 
we  arrived  at  high  degrees  of  grace  ?  Noah  was  an 
eminent  faint.  Have  we  often  withftood  the  power 
of  temptation  ?  Noah  was  incorrupted  in  the  old  world 
with  temptations  daily  before  him.  He  notwith- 
ilanding  fell,  and  you  may  fall  likewife.  He  fell  in 
time  of  Security.  After  oppofmg  great  temptations, 
he  yielded  to  a  Small  one*  Let  us  therefore  not  be  Con¬ 
fident,  but  watch  and  pray.  Our  enemies  are  many 
and  powerful.  W e  ought  not,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
defpife  them  5  nor,  bn  the  other,  to  defpair  of  overcome 
ing  them,  through  the  grace  of  the  Redeemer; 

Ai  zu  JaJI  •  7 

Need  I  Say  any  thing  by  way  of  caution  as  to  the 
particular  fin  of  drunkennefs  ?  Need  I  paint  it  in  its 
*  1  Cor,  x,  1?, 
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true  and  odious  colours  ?  The  hiitory  of  Noah  preach¬ 
es  loudly  to  us  on  this  head.  It  addreffes  us  in  the 
words  of  Solomon,  Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it 
is  red ,  when  it  giveth  his  colour  in  the  cup ,  when  it  moveth 
itfelf  aright .  At  the  lajl  it  biteth  like  a  ferpent ,  and  Jling - 
V  th  like  an  adder  A  Drunkennefs  is  a  fin  which  leads 
to  the  commiflion  of  many  others  ;  for  it  leaves  the 
perfon  defencelefs  and  open  to  temptation.  It  is  pu- 
nixhed  even  in  this  world;  for  it  brings  with  it  difgrace 
and  ruin.  It  debafes  the  foul,  deltroys  the  body,  and  unlefs 
repentance  prevent,  damns  both  for  ever.  What  fhould 
deter  men  from  all  approaches  to  this  fin  is,  that  it  is 
feldom  known  to  be  forfaken  ;  and  that,  when  perfons 
acquire  the  habit  in  younger  life,  fmall  hopes  remain 
that  they  will  ever  become  ufeful  and  refpedlable. — « 
We  ought  to  be  particularly  cautious  of  all  occafions, 
where  the  foie  purpofe  is  eating  and  drinking;  or,  as 
feme  have  not  improperly  called  it,  feeding ,  Here, 
exceffes  are  committed  and  habits  gain  ftrength.  To 
thofe  who  give  themfelves  up  to  fuch  things,  thefe 
words  of  the  Apoftle  are  applicable  :  IVhofe  end  is  de- 
f  ruction,  whofe  God  is  their  belly  :  And  whofe  glory  is  in 
their Jloame,  who  mind  earthly  things .  f  Ret  us  be  afraid 
of  entering  into  the  way  of  temptation.  Ret  us  ab~ 
fain  from  all  appearance  of  evil. 

F 

*  Prov.  xxiii.  31.  3^0 


f  Phil,  iii,  TO* 
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Thirdly,  it  may  be  neceffary,  on  this  fubject,  to 
warn  thofe  who  turn  the  failings  of  good  men  to  a 
wrong  purpofe ;  even  to  the  excufmg  of  themfelves  in 
fn  :  Thofe,  who,-  beeaufe  others  have  been  guilty, 
take  peace  to  themfelves  when  they  commit  the  fame 
things.  This  is  a  bad  fign.  Though  the  fins  of  be¬ 
lievers  fhould  keep  us  from  defpairing  of  the  mercy  of 
God,  if  we  repent ;  yet  they  afford  us  no'  ground  of 
hope,  if  we  continue  in  fin.  How  can  their  faults 
excufe  ours?  We  are  to  be  followers  of  fuch  perfons 
fofar  as  they  are  of  God.  They  are  not  our  pattern 
in  all  things,  beeaufe  they  are  not  perfect. 

How  great  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  human  heart ! 
On  the  one  hand,  from  the  Holy  exercifes  of  believers, 

„  *s 

finners  reafon,  that  thefe  are  too  high  to  be  expected 
by  them  ;  that  they  can  be  faved  by  a  lower  degree  of 
grace  :  And,  on  the  other  hand,  front  their  failings, 
they  reafon,  that  themfelves  are  excufable  in  the 
fame  or  greater.  On  this  falfe  and  dangerous  ground 
do  they  drive  to  maintain  their  peace.  But  know  it, 
O  finners,  that  the  wages  of Jin  is  death  ;  that  except  ye 
repent,  ye  Jhallperijh  ;  and  that  it  is  written ,  Curfed  is 
every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  writ - 
ten  in  the  hook  of  the  law  io  do  them.f  Look  not  for 
falvation  in  any  other  way  than  that  which  God  hath 
appointed,  through  the  obedience  and  death  of  his 
f  Gal.  iii.  io< 
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own  Son.  A  perfect  righteoufnefs  is  provided,  on  the 
account  of  which  you  can  bejuftificd  ;  and  in  which, 
if  interefted,  you  ihall  never  fall  into  condemnation. 
This  will  not  free  you  from  a  perfonal  obedience. 
Grace  is  likewife  provided  to  fanddify  the  heart.  When 
perfons  are  brought  to  embrace  this  falvation  offered  in 
the  gofpel,  they  are  fo  far  from  allowing  themfelves  in 
fin,  or  feeking  to  extenuate  it,  that  it  is  their  great  eft 
burden,  and  the  caufe  of  their  deeped  forrow  and  hu¬ 
miliation. 

Upon  the  whole,  We  fee  from  this  fubjeft,  how 
carefully  and  tenderly  the  profeffors  of  religion  ought 
to  walk.  Their  falls  bring  a  reproach  upon  it,  and 
do  great  differvice  to  its  interefts. — If  you  have  then 
any  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  to  your  own  peace, 
and  to  the  welfare  of  your  fellow-men,  endeavour  to 
fet  a  holy  example  ;  to  comply  with  this  direction  of 
our  bleffed  Lord ;  Let  your  light  fo  Jhine  before  meny 
that  they  may  fee  your  good  worls,  and  glorify  your  Fa¬ 
ther  which  is  in  Heaven,* 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  beep  you  from  falling ,  and 
to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  his  glory  4 
with  exceeding  joy  :  Fo  the  only  wife  God  our  Saviour ,  be 
glory  and  majefly ,  dominion  and  power ,  both  now  and 
ever .  Hmen,f 

*  Mait.  v.  36, 


t  Jude  24,  25. 
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Genesis  xxiv.  i . 

"\ 

And  Abraham  nuns  old,  and  well frichen  in  age  ;  and  the  L. 0 R D 
had  bUffed  Abraham  in  all  things. 

T"  N  delineating  the  charadters  of  the  ancient  patn-r 

A  archs,  Abraham  demands  peculiar  attention.  He 
is  the  boafl  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  celebrated  by  heathen 
writers,  frequently  and  moll  honorably  mentioned  in 
the  New  Teftament.  He  is  ftiled  the  friend  of  Gody 
and  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe *  He  is  exhibited, 
to  all  ages,  as  a  pattern  of  unfkaken  faith  in  the  pro- 

mifes,  and  of  cheerful  obedience  to  the  will  of  God. 

* .  ^  , 

The  facredhiflorian,  after  a  concife  account  of  the 

tranfadlions  and  characters  of  the  preceding  ages,  is 
very'minute,  in  defcribing  the  character  of  this  patri- 
arch,  and  relating  the  circumhances  of  his  life.  This 
was  necehary,  as  he  was  the  great  hock  of  that  people 
who  were  to  be  feparated  fr  om  all  others  as  a  chofcn 

F  2 
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generation,  a  royal priefhood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar 
people,  and  from  whom  it  was  defigned  that  the  Melhah 
fhould  fp  ring.  In  the  firfl  revelation  of  a  Saviour,  it 
was  declared,  that  he  fhould  be  the  feed  of  the  woman 

but  to  Abraham,  it  was  promifed,  that  particularly 

* 

in  his  feed  fhould  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  bleffedr\ 
Accordingly  God  feparated  him  and  his  pollerity  in 
Ifaac  for  that  very  purpofe. 

In  the  charaflers  which  we  have  already  confidered, 
the  hiflory  afforded  fo  few.  hints,  as  to  flraiten  the 
execution  ;  but  here  the  difficulty  is,  what  to  choofe, 
and  how  to  arrange  to  the  belt  advantage.  From 
confinement  in  narrow  and  obfcure  paths,  we  are  got 
into  an  open  and  level  country  ;  and  the  danger  now 
is,  of  miffing  the  moll  agreeable  road,  and  the  fined: 
profpefts  with  which  we  are  furrounded.  As  we 
cannot  turn  afide  to  every  thing,  we  muff  put  a  reflraint 
upon  ourfelves.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  is  the 
character  of  Abraham  we  are  in  quefl  of,  and  his 
hiflory,  only  fo  far  as  this  illuflrates  the  other.  I 
ffiall  confider  his  character  as  drawn  in  the  facred  wri¬ 
tings,  under  thefe  two  general  heads;  first,  as  a  man; 
and  secondly,  as  a  faint* 

I.  Asa  man.  Abraham  was  the  ion  of  Terah,  in 
the  line  of  Shem,  from  whom  he  was  diflant  nine 

*  Gsn.  iii,  1 5, 


f  Gen,  xxii.  iS, 
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degrees.  His  fird  refidence  was  in  the  city  of  Ur,  of 
Chaldea.  From  this  he  removed,  by  the  exprefs 
order  of  God,  into  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  where  he 
continued  in  rather  an  unfettled  Hate  until  his  death. 
In  confidering  him  as  a  man,  it  will  be  proper  to 
attend  to  his  external  circumdances  in  the  world,  or 
the  temporal  bleflings  which  he  enjoyed  ;  and  to  the 
qualities  of  his  mind. 

With  refpedl  to  the  temporal  bleflings  which  he 
enjoyed,  they  were  many  and  great.  The  Lord 
blejfed him  hi  all  things.  Though  he  was  a  fojourner, 
rather  than  a  proprietor  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  yet 
he  was  allured,  that  his  poderity  fhould  adually  poffefs 
it ;  and  he  himfelf  fo  far  enjoyed  it,  as  to  become  rich 
and  mighty.  The  manner  of  living  in  thofe  days, 
when  wealth  confided  chiefly  in  flocks  and  herds,  ren¬ 
dered  a  fixed  habitation  lefs  neceffary.  We  are  informed 
that  Abram  was  very  rich  in  cattle ,  in  filver  and  in 
gold ;  that  he  and  his  nephew  Lot,  who  came  with 
him  from  Chaldea,  fo  increafed  in  fubdance,  that  they 
could  not  dwell  together  A  For  the  convenience  of 
feeding  their  large  flocks  and  to  avoid  drife  between 
their  herdfmen,  they  were  obliged  to  feparate,  each 
to  different  parts  of  the  country. — When  Eliezer, 
Abraham’s  deward,  was  fent  to  treat  for  a  wife  for 

Ifaac,  he  was  attended  with  no  inconiiderable  retinue; 

*  Gen.  xiii,  3*— 6. 
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nor  was  he  forgetful  to  difplay  the  riches  of  his  mailer 
in  the  family  where  he  follcited.  The  Lord,  laid  he, 
hath  bleffed  my  majlcr  greatly,  and  he  is  become  great  ; 
and  he  hath  given  him  Jocks  and  herds,  and 'fiver  and 
gold,  and  menfervants  and  maid-ferns  ants,  and  camels  and 
ajes.  -And  Sarah,  my  majler's  wife  bare  a  fon  to  my 

majler,  whcnjhe  was  old,  and  unto  him  hath  he  given  all 
that  he  haih,\ 

W  E  alfo  learn  from  the  conduct  of  the  neighbouring' 
princes  towards  him,  the  power  which  Abraham  had, 
and  the  great  efteem  in  which  he  was  held.  The 
children  of  Heth,  when  he  was  in  treaty  with  them 
about  a  burying-place,  addrelTed  him  in  the  molt 
refpedtful  terms,  calling  him  a  mighty  prince,  Abime- 
lech,  king  of  Gerar,  earnehly  courted  his  favor,  and 
entered  into  a  ftrid  alliance  with  him.  Such  was  the 
rank  and  influence  which  Abraham  had,  from  the 
greatnefs  of  his  poffeflions,  and  the  number  of  his 
domeftics,  that  his  cotemporaries  deemed  him  a 
dangerous  enemy,  and  a  powerful  friend. 

Among  his  temporal  blefiings  we  mud  reckon 
likewife,  a  numerous  offspring.  Though  it  was  late 
in  life  before  he  had  an  heir,  and  we  may  fuppofe, 

that  this  circumftance  was  an  abatement  of  his  happw 

f  Gen.  xxiv.  35.  36, 
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nefs,  yet  in  this,  at  length,  he  was  favored.  Of  his 
fon  Ifaac  fprang  the  Jews ;  of  his  fon  Ifhmael  the 
Arabians:  Befides  thofe  born  of  Keturah,  after  the 
death  of  Sarah,  and  who  were  the  heads  of  tribes. 
Thus,  agreeably  to  the  divine  promife,  was  he  the 
father  of  many  nations;  his  feed  as  the  Jars  of  the  heaven, 
and  as  the  find  which  is  upon  the fea-JhoreA  On  this 
account,  his  name  was  changed  by  divine  order,  from 
Abram,  which  fignifies  an  elevated  father ,  to  Abraham , 
which  fignifies  the  father  of  a  great  multitude ;  and  the 
name  of  his  wife  from  Sarai  to  Sarah ,  which  fignifies 
princefs . 

It  may  be  obferved  farther,  that  Abraham  enjoyed 
length  of  days.  Though  he  attained  not  to  the  years 
of  his  fathers,  nor  to  thofe  of  his  fon  Ifaac,  being  only 
one  hundred  and  feventy-five  years  old  when  he  died  } 
yet  confidering  that  human  life  was  now  greatly  fhort- 
ened,  he  is  reckoned  to  have  been  old  and  well frichen 
in  age .  It  was  one  of  the  promifes  to  him,  that  he 
fiiould  be  buried  in  a  good  old  age ;  and  we  are  exprefsly 
informed,  that  he  did  die  in  a  good  old  age ,  an  old  man 
and  full  of  years. \  Though  the  number  of  his  years 
was  not  as  great  as  that  of  fome  others,  yet  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  he  retained  the  exercife  of  his  faculties 

*  %  *  ,  tl*  '  * 

longer,  and  was  ufeful  and  refpedtable  to  the  laft. 

*  Gen.  xxii,  17,  f  Gcn*  xxv.  8, 
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This  patriarch  then,  was  bleffed  in  all  that  this 
world  can  afford.  He  had  great  poffeffions  ;  and  thefe 
went  not  into  the  hands  of  flrangers,but  defcended  to 
his  pofferity.  He  enjoyed  a  healthy  old  age,  had  the 
profpedl  of  his  name  being  perpetuated  to  all  ages, 
and  fucceffive  generations  of  men  boalting  that  Abra¬ 
ham  was  their  father. 

But,  merely  for  thefe  things,  he  is  not  the  objedl 
of  admiration  and  praife.  AVealth  is  wholly  external 
to  the  man,  and  can  make  him  neither  virtuous  nor 
wife  ;  and  if  we  except  the  promife  to  Abraham,  that 
the  Meffiah  fhould  defcend  from  him,  and  confider 
him  only  as  a  father,  his  charadler  does  not  hand 
higher  than  others.  Had  he  had  nothing  elfe  to  re¬ 
commend  him;  though  his  riches  had  been  unbounded, 
and  though  kings  had  bowed  down  at  his  feet,  it 
would  be  worfe  than  mifpending  time  to  extol  him. 
The  temporal  bounties  of  Providence,  indeed,  are  to 
be  thankfully  received  and  rightly  improved  ;  but  we 
know  that  they  are  often  bellowed  on  worthlefs  and 
wicked  men,  and  abufed  by  them  to  their  own  ruin. 
To  the  pride  of  fuch  we  offer  no  incenfe.  The  real 
chara&eris  the  fame,  whether  the  man  is  clad  in  an 
humble  garb,  or  glitters  in  an  embroidered  coat  ; 
whether  he  hardly  earns  a  daily  fubfiftence,  or  rolls  in 
the  greateft  affluence,— What  are  the  qualities  of  his 


mind  ? — Abraham,  we  know,  as  far  as  we  have  light 
from  fcripture,  was  gentle,  h  of  pit  able,  courageous,  d fil¬ 
ter  ejl'cd  and  generous. 

*  >  i 

His  genttenefs,  when  a  contention  had  arifen 
between  his  herdmen  and  thofe  of  Lot,  was  very 
remarkable  and  exemplary.  Servants  who  often,  by 
their  quarrels  and  tales,  caufe  mifunderftanding 
between  families,  had  no  influence  in  this  cafe.  The 
mind  of  Abraham  was  too  noble  to  take  part  in  their 
debates,  too  mild  and  condefcending  to  infill  upon 
what  was  even  due  to  his  age  ztnd  character.  Aiid 
Abram  j aid  unto  Lot,  let  there  he  no  Jlrife,  I  pray  thee , 
between  me  and  thee ,  and  between  my  herdmen  and  thy 
herdmen  ;  for  we  be  brethren.  Is  not  the  whole  land 
before  thee  P  Separate  thyfelf  I  pray  thee ,  from  me  :  If 
thou  wilt  take  the  left  hand ,  then  will  I  go  to  the  right  ;  or 
if  thou  depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  left.\ 
How  amiable  was  his  condudl,  and  how  deferring  of 
imitation  ! 

An  inliance  of  his  hofpitality,  we  find  in  his  enter¬ 
taining  three  angels  under  the  appearance  of  men, 
who  came  to  his  tent,  wThen  he  dwelt  on  the  plains  of 
Mamre.  He  ran  to  meet  them,  ptelfedthem  to  come  in, 
and  provided  for  their  comfort  and  refrefhment.  He 

bvftowed,  with  a  liberal  hand*  and  with  an  engaging 
f  Gen.  idii.  8. 
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behaviour,  of  the  good  things  which  he  enjoyed.  He 
thought  himfelf  obliged,  when  his  gueiis  partook  with 
him. — Xo  this  tranfaflion  the  Apoftle  refers,  when  he 
iays,  Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  Jl  rangers  ;  for  thereby 
forne  have  entertained  angels  unawares.* 

An  inftance  of  his  courage ,  we  find  in  his  vnffory 
over  the  five  kings,  who  came  againft  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  and  having  plundered  them,  carried  away, 
among  other  prifoners,  Lot,  his  brother’s  fon.  When 
Abraham  received  the  intelligence,  he  inftantly  armed 
his  trained fervants ,  lorn  in  his  own  houfe ,  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  ;  and  with  his  confederates,  purfued  the 
enemy.  After  a  long  and  rapid  march,  he  overtook 
them  ;  divided  his  forces  into  feveral  parties ;  and 
falling  upon  them  in  the  night,  recovered  the  prifoners 
and  all  the  fpoil.  It  is  true,  that  Abraham  was  not  a 
man  of  war  ;  that  he  was  rather  the  contemplative 
and  philofophic  man  ;  engaged,  as  will  afterward 
appear,  in  the  good  fight  of  faith  ;  but  this  inftance, 
ftiows  him  to  have  poftefted  a  bold  and  enterprifing 
mind,  capable  of  planning  and  executing  great  and 
difficult  undertakings. 

An  inftance  of  his  difinterejlednefs  and  genercfity 
occurs  in  this  very  tranfadion.  The  king  of  Sodom, 
who  came  out  with  others  to  meet  and  congratulate 


•. 


*  Heb.  xiii  3, 
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him  on  his  return,  wifhed  him  to  keep  the  goods  he 
had  retaken  and  deliver  up  only  the  prifoners.  Hear 
his  princely  reply ;  I  have  lift  up  my  hand  unto  the  Lord , 
the  mojl  high  God ,  the poffejfor  of  heaven  and  earthy  that 
I  will  not  take  from  a  thread  even  to  a  Jhoe-latchety  and 
that  I  will  not  tale  any  thing  that  is  thine ,  lejl  thou  JhouldJl 
fayy  I  have  made  Abram  rich  A  He  was  of  too  inde¬ 
pendent  a  fpirit  to  be  laid  under  any  particular  obliga¬ 
tion  ;  too  generous  to  take  advantage  of  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war  ;  and  too  difinterefted  to  prefer  his  private? 
emolument  to  the  public  good.  He  fought  not  for 
dominion  or  fame*  but  again  ft  the  unrighteous  en¬ 
croachments  of  oppreflion  and  rapine. 

Need  I  mention  again,  as  art  evidence  of  his  operi- 
nefs  and  boldnefs,  his  reproof  of  king  Abimelech* 
becaufe  of  a  well  of  watery  which  his  fervants  had  violently 
taken  away  P  Or,  fhow  his  independent  condudt  in  the 
purchafe  of  the  field  and  cave  in  Machpelah  for  a  bury¬ 
ing  place,  when  he  refufed  to  accept  them  as  a  gift, 
but  directly  paid  the  price  which  Ephron  had  named, 
and  weighed  him  four  hundred foekels  of  fdvery  current 
money  with  the  merchant  P  In  thefe  inftances,  he  fup- 
ported,  not  only  the  chara&er  of  a  bold  and  indepen¬ 
dent  mind,  but  a&ed  with  great  circumfpeclion  and 
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prudence  ;  like  one  who  underftood  human  nature* 
and  wifhed  to  prevent  any  future  litigation. 

Lut  though  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
qualities  of  his  mind  were  excellent ;  that  he  united 
tne  great  with  the  amiable,  yet  it  was  not  on  this 
account,  that  he  was  fa  diflinguifhed.  Many  extra¬ 
dinary  qualities  are  found  in  wicked  men.  Whatever 
might  be  faid  of  Abraham’s  gentlenefs,  hofpitality, 
courage,  difmtereiiednefs  and  generofity,  it  may  be 
akedged,  that  he  is  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  luftre  of 
others.  In  eftimating  his  character,  however,  due 
allowance  muft  be  made  for  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
and  the  theatre  on  which  he  adied.  We  find  in  him 
evidences  of  that  greatnefs,  which,  had  opportunity 
been  afforded,  would  have  entitled  him  to  a  place 
among  the  wiieft  fage3,  and  the  greatefl  conquerors  in 
the  WGrld.  Happily,  he  has  a  better  name,  and  a 
j'ufter  title  to  praife.  It  is  time  to  introduce  him  to 
your  view  in  his  proper  light;  to  confider  him, 

II.  As  a  faint,  H  ere  he  flione  with  diflinguifhed 
and  unrivalled  luftre.  His  name  is  come  down  in  the 
church  loaded  with  honors,  and  will  continue  to  afto- 
nifh  and  teach  while  fun  and  moon  endure.  There 
are  fo  many  teftimonies  in  his  favor,  fo  many  evidences 
of  his  piety,  that  we  know  not  where  to  begin. 
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Is  it  an  evidence  of  piety  to  enjoy  repeated  favors 
and  manifeflations  from  God  ?  Abraham  was  ufed  to 
commune  with  him,  to  receive  intimations  of  his 
will  by  heavenly  meffengers,  who  frequently  appeared 
to  the  pious  in  thofe  days.  When  the  Lord  was  about 
to  deflroy  the  wicked  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
he  revealed  the  defign  to  Abraham,  and  heard  his 
humble  and  earned  interceffion.  Shall  I  hide ,  faid  the 
Lord,  from  Abraham ,  that  thing  which  I  do  ?*  Can 
any  words  convey  an  idea  of  more  full  and  intimate 
communion  ?  The  Lord  condefcended  alfo  to  enter  into 
covenant  with  him  ;  promifed  that  his  feed  fhould  be 
innumerable;  and  particularly,  that  the  ivlefliah  fhould 
defcend  from  him.  Fear  not  Abram  ;  I  am  thy  Jhiehl 
and  exceeding  great  reward if 

Is  it  an  evidence  of  piety  to  pay  condant  attention 
to  the  worfhip  of  God  ?  Abraham,  in  whatever  place 
he  abode,  eredled  an  altar  ;  in  the  plain  of  Moreh  ; 
on  a  mountain  between  Bethel  and  Hai ;  in  the  plain 
of  Mamre  ;  and  in  Beerfheba  he  planted  a  grove,  and 
called  there  on  the  name  of  the  Lord ,  the  everlafing  God. 
In  the  midll  of  idolaters  he  adhered  to  the  worfhip  of 
the  living  and  true  God,  ferving  him  according  to  lus 
appointment,  and  yielding  him  the  homage  of  an  up¬ 
right  heart.  To  what  place  did  he  remove,  and  not 
*  Gen.  xviii,  17.  f  Gen.  xv.  I, 
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confecrate  it  to  Almighty  God,  imploring  his  blelling 
and  dire&ion  ? 

Is  it  an  evidence  of  piety  to  be  tenderly  folicitous  for 
the  belt  welfare  of  children  and  thofe  entrufted  to  our 
care  ?  Hear  the  teftimony  of  God  concerning’  Abra¬ 
ham  ;  I  know  him ,  that  he  will  CGmrnand  his  children 9 
and  his  houjhold  after  him ,  and  they  Jhall  hep  the  way  of 
the  Lord  to  do  jujlice  and  judgment .*  •  How  affection¬ 
ately  did  he  intercede  for  Ilhmael !  0  that  IJhmael 
might  live  before  thee!  How  careful  was  he  left  Ifaac 
ihould  conned  himfelf  in  marriage  with  one  of  the 
Canaanites !  In  this  cafe  he  took  an  oath  from  Elie- 
zer,  and  fent  him  to  his  own  country  and  to  his  own 
kindredy  to  bring  his  fon  a  wife  from  thence.  Beftde 
the  care  neceffary  in  this  refped  as  to  the  promifed 
feed,  he  well  knew  how  dangerous  would  be  a  con¬ 
nection  with  thofe  who  ferved  falfe  Gods  ;  and  that 
this  would  prove,  at  leaft  a  fnare,  if  not  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  fon.  In  this  we  fee  the  care  of  a  pious 
parent. 

Farther,  How  immoveable  was  his  faith  in  the 
divine  promifes  !  For  this  he  is  peculiarly  celebrated. 
This,  indeed,  was  the  great  principle  of  his  aCtions. 
This  the  victory  over  every  difficulty  and  difcourage- 
ment.  The  trials  of  his  faith  were  many  and  great  ; 

*  Gcc,  xviii,  19, 
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and  it  proved  fuperior  to  all.  Among  his  trials  we 
need  take  notice  only  of  thofe  mentioned  by  the 
Apoftle.  By  faith,  fays  he,  Abraham  when  he  was 
called  to  go  out  into  a  place  which  he  Jhould  after  receive  for 
an  inheritance ,  obeyed ;  and  went  out  not  knowing  whither 
he  went.  By  faith  he  fojourned  in  the  land  of  promifc , 
as  in  a  Jl range  country  A  Againjl  hope ,  he  believed  in 
hope,  that  he  might  become  the  father  of  many  nations  ; 
and  being  not  weak  in  faith  he  confidered  not  his  own  body 
now  dead,  when  he  was  about  an  hundred  years  old, 
neither  yet  the  deadnefs  of  Sarah’s  womb .  He  Jlaggered 
not  at  the  promife  of  God  through  unbelief ;  but  was 
Jlrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God.  And  being  fully 
perfuaded  that  what  he  had  promifed  he  was  able  alfo  to 
perform By  faith  Abram  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up 
Ifaac:  And  he  that  had  received  the  promifes  offered  up  his 
only  begotten  fon.\  This  laft  trial  isjuftly  reckoned  the 
greatefl  of  all,  and  is  well  worthy  of  a  particular  confi- 
deration  in  the  life  of  the  patriarch  ;  but  to  which  we 
cannot  at  prefent  attend.  For  this  adl  of  obedience 
he  received  the  approbation  of  God,  and  Hands  re¬ 
nowned  to  all  ages,.  Others  had  faith,  but  the  faith 
of  Abraham  was  Angularly  great.  It  was  not  inactive, 
but  exercifed  by  encountering  the  moll  prefling  difficul¬ 
ties.  As  the  ftrength  of  a  man  is  difcovered  by  the 
weight  which  he  is  able  to  raife,  or  the  purity  of  gold 

*  Heb,  xi.  8,  9.  f  Rom.  iv.  18.—  21,  f  Heb,  xh  *7* 
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by  its  palling  through  the  fire,  fo  did  the  power  and 
genuinenefs  of  Abraham’s  faith  appear  by  the  number 
and  greatnefs  of  the  trials  which  it  endured. 

After  this  curfory  view  of  his  charafler,  may  it 
not  be  faid  that  he  was  a  hero  ?  A  conqueror?  What 
are  the  moil  rapid  and  extenfive  conquefts  among  men, 
compared  with  the  fpiritual  victories  of  Abraham  ? 
What  the  fublimelt  triumph  ever  obtained  by  mortals 
compared  with  the  triumph  of  his  faith  ?  His  glory 
and  happinefs  as  far  exceed  any  thing  human,  as 
celeilial  are  above  earthly  things  ;  and  as  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  God  tranfcends  the  applaufes  of  men.  To 
Abraham,  however,  we  mud  afcribe  no  merit.  The 
grace  of  God  is  entitled  to  the  praife.  Abraham 
believed  God ,  and  it  was  counted  unto  him  for  right e  ■ 
oufnefs .*  The  righteoufnefs  of  the  Redeemer  was  the 
only  ground  of  his  juliification  before  God,  and  faith  in 

this  the  living  and  powerful  principle  of  all  his  obedience. 

*  # 

In  drawing  the  charadler  of  Abraham,  the  faults 
imputed  to  him  are  not  to  be  concealed.  It  is  proper 
to  view  him  in  every  light  and  attitude. 

He  has  been  blamed  for  dillimulation  in  pretending 

that  Sarah  his  wife,  was  only  his  filler  ;  two  inftances 
-  ) 

*  Rom,  iv.*3« 


CHARACTER  of  ABRAHAM.  67 

of  which  are  recorded. :  One  with  Pharoah  king  o i 
Egypt,  and  another  with  Abimelech  king  of  Gerar. 
The  heft  apology  for  this  conduct  is  what  Abraham 
himfelf  offered.  Indeed  fie  is  my  Jifler ;  Jhe  is  the 
daughter  of  my  father,  hut  not  the  daughter  of  my  mother  .* 
This  being  the  cafe,  he  only  concealed  the  circum- 
fiance  of  her  being  alfo  his  wife.  Some  interpreters 
have  endeavored  to  vindicate  him  on  this  ground  ; 
fome  have  acknowledged  him  to  have  been  very  guilty ; 
while  infidels  with  a  foolifh  fneer  have  attempted  to 
turn  the  whole  into  derifion.  Perhaps,  it  is  belt  to 
allow  that  in  this  infiance,  he  departed  from  his  ufual 
faith  in  the  divine  care  and  protection. 

It  has  been  objected  againft  him,  that  he  fet  an 
example  of  polygamy,  by  taking  Hagar  to  wrife  in  tfie 
life  time  of  Sarah  ;  and  again,  he  has  been  accufed  of 
inhumanity  in  turning  her  and  her  fon  from  his  houfe 
into  the  wildernefs,  and  that  too  without  a  provifion 
for  their  fubfiilence. — Thefe  objections,  if  fairly  exa¬ 
mined,  would  be  found  rather  plaufible  than  folid. 
We  cannot  judge  well  of  any  matter  until  we  confidcr 
every  clrcumltance.  Inftead  of  difcufiing  thefe  things 
at  large,  fuffice  it  now  to  ofFer  two  remarks.  The  one 
is,  that  we  mud  not  expedl  to  find  the  characters  re¬ 
corded  in  feripture,  perfeCt.  They  are  drawn  fuch  as 
*  Gen.  xx  13. 


they  were.  Their  excellencies  are  propofed  for  our 


ment  in  favor  of  the  truth  of  the  fcripture.  Mofes 
is  a  faithful  hiftorian,  becaufe  he  relates  the  failings 
as  well  as  the  virtues  of  men ;  even  of  the  moll  eminent 
men  of  his  own  nation.— Admitting  then  that  Abra¬ 
ham  Hands  charged  with  fome  blemifhes,  he  Was,  not- 
withftandmg  a  great  and  excellent  charafter.  Had 
he  had  no  faults,  he  would  have  been  more  than  man; 
and  yet  the  faults  he  had,  may  be  faid  to  be  like  the 

fpots  in  the  fun,  hot  difcernible  on  account  of  the  daz¬ 
zling  flame. 


Suffer  me  now  to  turn  your  attention  to  a  fewlhort 
reflections  on  the  whole. 


than  of  another.  Early  did  God  give  intimations  of 
his  diftinguilhing  love.  Cain  the  firft-born  was  wicked, 
and  Abel  righteous.  Shem,  the  fecond  fon  of  Noah 
was  preferred  ;  and  now  Abraham  before  the  other 


of  the  fame  lump,  to  male  one  ve/el  unto  honour,  and 
another  unto  dijhonour  P*  Let  us  own  and  adore  the 
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fovereignty  of  God*  He  choofes  whom  he  will,  and 
bellows  his  gifts  and  graces  in  various  degrees,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  own  good  pleafure.  Whatever  we  are,  or 
hope  to  be,  is  all  derived  from  him. 

Secondly,  How  unfettled  is  the  Hate  of  believers 
in  this  world !  Hike  Abraham  they  fojourn  in  a  11  range 
land,  and  like  him  they  dejire  a  letter  country ,  that  is  an 
heavenly .  God  hath  prepared for  them  a  r/Vy,  ««t  which  they 
fhall  in  due  time  arrive,  and  find  all  thofe  things 
realized  which  faith  now  but  dimly  fees.  X  his  is  an 
argument,  why  they  Ihould  not  be  anxious  as  to  the 
things  of  this  world,  but  contemplate  their  portion 
beyond  the  grave. 

,  *  I  n 

Thirdly,  How  many  and  how  neceffary  are  trials 
here  to  the  children  of  God  1  All  mull  expedl  to  meet 
with  them ;  not  all  indeed  with  fo  great  as  Abrahap 
did,  for  the  Lord  will  not  fuffer  his  people  to  be 
tempted  above  that  which  they  are  able  to  bear.  Trials 
arenecefiary  to  teach  them  their  dependence  on  God; 
to  exercife  their  graces  ;  and  to  quicken  their  defires 
after  that  happinefs  which  is  referved  for  them. 
Let  it  not  therefore,  feem  as  though  fome  llrange 

thing  had  befallen  them,  but  improve  their  affli&ions 

*  • 

of  whatever  kind,  to  the  glory  of  God. 
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Fourthly,  Plow  amiable  and  defirable  is  religion! 
This  gives  a  luflre  to  human  nature,  and  prepares  it 
for  the  iervice  and  enjoyment  of  God.  Labour  then 
for  this,  my  brethren,  above  all  things.  Seek  an  inte¬ 
rs  in  the  merits  of  the  Saviour,  and  ‘obey  his  com¬ 
mandments.  This  is  your  glory  and  your  happinefs. 
Remember  that  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other  but 
Chriil  ;  and  that  unlefs  united  to  him,  whatever  are 
your  outward  circumftances  in  this  world,  and  whatever 
agreeable  qualities  of  mind  you  poffefs,  you  mull  be 
eternally  miferable  hereafter.  While  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  lad,  O  fee  that  you  make  your  peace  with 
God. 

To  conclude,  Let  thofe  who  are  partakers  of  the 
lame  precious  faith  with  Abraham,  pray  for  its  increafe. 
It  is  the  great  principle  of  your  fpiritual  life.  It  is 
your  fhield  againlt  all  dangers.  It  is  the  vifiory  that 
overcometh  the  world.  The  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  his 
people  in  former  times  fhould  encourage  you  to  trull 
in  him.  Be  not  Jlvthful ;  lut  he  followers  of  them  who 
through  faith  and  patience  Inherit  the  promfesA — Your 
pilgrimage  will  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  you  will  be 
permitted  to  come  home.  A  few  more  changes;  a 
few  more  difficulties  and  trials ;  and  all  will  difappear 
forever.  Death  will  bring  you  the  news  of  deliverance, 
and  angels  carry  you  Into  Abraham's  hofom . 

*  Hcb.  vi.  la. 
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Genesis  xxii.  I2< 


A‘-d he  faid ,  Lay  not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad ,  neither  do  thou  any  thing 
unto  him  :  for  now  /  know  that  thou fear ef  Go D,  feeing  thou  Lujl 
not  withheld  thy  S  ON,  thine  ONLY  f on  from  me. 

TNa  former  dffcourfe,  the  charttdler  of  Abraham  was 
delineated  under  thefe  two  general  heads  ;  as  a  man, 
and  as  a  faint.  Though  as  a  man,  the  qualities  of  his 
mind  appear  to  have  been  extraordinary,  yet  it  was 
faiu,  tnat  peculiarly  as  a  faint,  he  fhone  with  diilin* 
gui fned  and  unrivalled  lultre.  Among  the  evidences 
of  his  piety,  and  indeed  as  beingthe  great  principle  of 
of  all  his  Conduct,  was  mentioned  his  unlhaken  faith 
in  the  divine  promifcs,  amidfl  trials  which  were  many 
and  great.  The  Jail  and  moil  fignal’trial  of  his  faith  in 
offering  up  his  fon  Ifaac,  in  obedience  to  God,  was 
vh.cn  faid  to  be  worthy  of  a  particular  confidefatioru 
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This  is  the  fiibjeCt  now  before  us;  a  fubjeCt  not 
chofen  for  a  topic  of  mere  declamation,  but  as  being 
a  remarkable  difpenfation  in  the  life  of  the  patriarch? 
and  full  of  important  inftruCtion. 

You  are  not  to  expeCt  from  me  a  pathetic  defcrip* 
lion  of  the  circumftances  of  this  tranfa&ion.  Though 
fomething  of  this  kind  might  be  naturally  expected 
where  there  is  fuch  ample  fcope*  yet  were  it  attempted 
I  muft  fall  fliort  of  What  others  have  done,  and  thus 
occafion  a  difappointment*  Toaimfolely  at  touching 
the  pafiions,  is  as  ufelefs  as  it  is  improper.  Befides  we 
would  not  do  juftice  to  the  character  of  Abraham,  did 
we  confider  hirti  as  Overwhelmed  with  diflrefs,  and 
pouring  forth  a  flood  of  tears  ;  for  whatever  may  be 
our  feelings  when  we  place  ourfelves  in  hi3  fltua- 
tion,  he  was  enabled  by  faith  fpeedily  and  cheerfully 
to  obey  the  command.  Eet  us  First,  attend  to  tne 
hiflory.  Secondly,  confider  fome  difficulties  and 
objections  which  feem  to  occur*  And,  Th  irdly, 
make  fuch  improvement  asthefubjeCt  direCts. 

I,  The  hiflory  is  Amply  this.  After  Abraham 
had  lived  for  a  length  of  time  in  a  fixed  habitation, 
and  enjoyed  greater  tranquillity  than  in  the  former 
part  of  his  life,  God  wa3  pleafed  to  try  or  prove  him, 
(for  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  word  tranflated 
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tempt ,)  in  an  extraordinary  manner;  not  that  God 
needed  to  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  fincerity  of  Abraham* 
but  that  he  might  exercife  his  grace,  and  exhibit  him 
as  a  pattern  to  all  ages.  He  commanded  him  to  take 
his  only  foil  Ifaac  and  offer  him  for  a  burnt-offering 

v 

upon  one  of  the  mountains  of  Moriah.  In  performing 
this  he  mull  neceffarily  deflroy  his  foil  with  his  own 
hands,  cut  him  to  pieces,  and  confume  him  to  allies. 
Abraham,  without  expotlulation  and  without  delay, 
made  the  neceffary  provillon  for  the  facrifice,  and  with 
Ifaac  and  fome  fervants,  fet  out  on  the  journey.  On 
the  third  day,  having  come  in  fight  of  the  appointed 
place,  he  ordered 'the  fervants  to  remain  behind,  faying, 
that  he  and  his  fon  would  proceed  on  to  worfliip,  and 
come  again  to  them.  Then,  laying  the  wood  prepared 
for  the  facrifice  upon  his  fon,  and  taking  the  fire  and 
a  knife  in  his  hand,  they  went  both  together.  As 
they  went  on,  Ifaac,  knowing  that  it  was  the  pro- 
fefled  intention  of  his  father  to  worfhip,  and  feeing 
alfo  the  fire  and  the  wood,  but  no  vidlim  provided, 
very  naturally  afked  his  father  where  one  would  be 
found.  He  received  for  anfwer,  My  fon ,  God  will 

5 

provide  hlmfelf  a  lamb  for  a  burnt -offering*  In  this,  as 
well  as  in  his  faying,  that  they  would  return  to  thofe 
whom  they  had  left,  Abraham  fpoke  prophetically. 

*  Verle.  8. 
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* 

It  was  fo  that  God  did  provide,  and  that  they  both 
returned,  though  when  he  uttered  the  words,  he  might 
not  have  underftood,  or  had  any  clear  view  how  they 
would  be  accomplifhed.  It  appears  from  the  words  of 
the  Apoftle,  that  Abraham  expected  God  would  re¬ 
ft  ore  Ifaac  from  the  afhes  of  the  facrifice.  Accounting , 
fays  he,  that  God  was  able  to  ratfe  him  up  even  from  the 
dead .  f  He  believed  that  the  fame  power  which  gave 
him  a  fon  in  a  miraculous  manner,  could  alfo  raife  him 
from  death.  Accordingly  the  Apoftle  adds,  from 
whence  alfo  he  received  him  In  a  figure  ;  which  fome  in* 
terpret  to  mean,  that  the  birth  of  Ifaac,  contrary  to 
the  courfe  of  nature,  was  a  fgure  of  his  refurredtion  ; 
or  that  Abraham  thus  reafoned  concerning  it,  and 
confided  in  the  almighty  power  of  God* 

W  hen  they  came  to  the  place  of  facrifice,  Abraham 
fit  ill  refolute  on  executing  the  command,  built  an  altar 
there ,  and  laid  the  wood  in  order ;  and  bound  Ifaac  his 
fon ,  and  laid  him  upon  the  altar  upon  the  wood.\  He 
took  the  knife,  and  was  juft  about  to  give  the 
fatal  blow,  when,  at  this  critical  moment,  an  angel 
interpofed  and  flayed  his  hand.  Galling  to  him  from 
heaven,  he  commanded  him  to  proceed  no  farther,  for 
that  he  had  given  full  evidence  of  his  obedience.  The 

eyes  of  Abraham  were  directed  to  a  ram,  which  the 
}  Heb.  xu  19.  i  Yerfe  9. 
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providence  of  God  had  ordered  to  be  entangled  there 
in  a  thicket,  and  defigned  as  a  fubilitute  for  Ifaac. 
This  he  took  and  offered  up  for  a  burnt-offering.  In 
memory  of  this  important  tranfa&ion,  he  called  the 
name  of  the-  place  Jehovah-Jireh,  in  allufion  to  what 
he  had  before  faid,  that  God  would  provide  himfelf  a 
lamb.  On  occafion  of  this  name,  the  hillonan  makes 
a  judicious  and  pious  reflection  ;  but  the  meaning  of 
which  is  not  eafdy  difeovered  from  our  tranflatiou. 
The  words  might  be  more  clearly  rendered  thus :  In 
the  mount  the  Lord  will  befeen,  or.  In  the  mount  the  Lord 
will  provide ;  that  is,  in  time  of  great  difficulty  or 
neceffity,  the  Lord  will  afford  relief.  The  cafe  of 
Abraham  was  an  inliance  of  what  is  found  to  be  a 
truth  at  this  day,  that  God  is  a  very  prefent  help  in 
trouble* 


What  has  been  heen  related  is,  in  few  words  and 
without  colouring,  the  hidory  of  Abraham  offering  up 
his  fon  Ifaac,  for  which  example  of  heroic  faith  and 
obedience,  he  was  highly  approved  of  God,  and,  is 
renowned  in  the  church.  No  inftancc  exadlly  parallel 
16  to  be  found  in  hiflory,  either  facred  or  profane. 


To  fee  properly  the  greatnefs  of  the  trial,  and  tne 
ftrength  of  that  faith  which  overcame,  we  mull  conduct 
that  Ifaac  was  the  only  fon  Abranam  had  by  SajaN, 
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or  ever  expected ;  that  he  was  given  by  the  promife  of 
Goa  in  an  extraordinary  manner;  and  as  one  In  vvhofe 
line  the  Meffiah  was  to  defcend.  A  lefs  faith  than 
Abraham’s  would  have  daggered  at  the  apparent  con- 
tradlaion  between  the  former  promife  and  the  prefent 
command.  It  would  have  ftarted  a  difficulty  as  to 
reconciling  the  defcent  of  a  numerous  offspring  and 
the  Meffiah  himfelf  from  Ifaac,  and  the  exprefs  order 
to  take  away  his  life.  Of  this  the  Apoftle  makes  par¬ 
ticular  mention:  He  that  had  received  the  promifes  offered 

vp  his  only  legotten  fin  :  Of  whom  it  was  /aid,  that  in 
Ifaac,  JJjall  thy  feed  Is  called* 

Not  to  dwell  on  the  tender  love  which  he  bore  to 
a  fon  endeared  by  fo  many  circumdances,  there  were 
other  confiderations  which  greatly  aggravated  the  trial. 
What  mult  his  own  family  have  thought  of  him,  what 
the  nations  around,  when  they  heard  that  Abraham 
had  coolly  and  deliberately  killed  his  own  fon  ?  After 
having  supported  for  many  years,  the  chara&er  of  a 
mdband,  a  meiciful  maker  and  a  tender '  parent  j 
after  being  long  and  judly  revered  by  his  neighbouring 
princes  for  the  great  and  amiable  qualities  of  his  mind, 
by  this  Tingle  a  61,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  reprobated 
as  an  inhuman  monfler.  Reputation  is  as  dear  as  life 
to  every  good  man,  but  he  was  called  to  do  what  was 
*  Hsb.  si.  17.  ig, 
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likely  to  ftab  it  forever.  This  reputation  was 
ft  ill  dearer  as  being  qonne&ed  with  the  inter  efts  or 
religion.  Abraham  profeffed  the  worfhip  of  the  true 
God  in  the  midft  of  idolaters  ;  and  the  God  whom  he 
worfhipped  called  him  to  do  what  they  would  efteem 
molt  cruel  and  horrid.  Flow  fhould  he  vindicate  his 
profefiion  and  the  honor  of  his  God?  ^Vhai.  could  he 
fay  in  defence  of  that  religion  which  required  the  viola- 
tion  of  the  laws  of  humanity}  and  all  thofe  tendei  tics 
which  bind  fociety  together  ?  Thefe  were  refiedions, 
wlii  cli  we  may  fuppofe}  would  occur  to  his  mind?  and 
called  for  every  refolution  to  furmount.  In  fliort,  the 
flighted:  confideration  of  the  circumftances  in  which  he 
received  this  command  muft  convince  us,  that  the  trial 
was  inexpreflibly  fevere,  and  that  nothing  but  the 
fulled  affurance  that  it  was  from  God,  and  the  firmed: 
confidence  in  his  wifdom,  power  and  goodnefs,  could 
induce  him  to  comply.  I  proceed,, 

II.  To  take  notice  of  certain  difficulties  and  objec¬ 
tions.  We  find  that  Abraham  did  not  flay  his  fon, 
and  yet  the  Apoftle  fays,  By  faith  Abraham ,  when  he 
was  tried ,  offered  up  Ifaac ,*  as  though  he  had  actually 
done  it>: — -It  is  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  fay,  that  he  did 

» 1  *  -'isvi-  I  I  • .  1  »  • 

offer  him  in  his  will  or  intention,  and  this  was  accepted 
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of  God  as  much  as  though  he  had  performed  the 
very  ad. 

We  find  God  firft  commanding  him  to  offer  up  his 
fon,  and  again,  an  angel  forbidding  it.  Did  not 

Abraham  obey  the  angel  and  not  God  ?• It  is  an- 

fvvered,  that  the  command  and  the  prohibition  were 
both  equally  from  God.  Angels  are  the  miniflers  of 
God,  and  aft  according  to  his  order.  He  fpeaks  by 
them,  and  they  fpeak  from  him.  Befides,  the  angel 
here  was  the  angel  of  the  covenant ;  the  Meffiah,  as 
appears  more  clearly  from  the  fubfequent  hiftory,  in 
which  we  are  informed  that  he  called  out  of  heaven  a 

ftcond  time,  and  faid,  By  myfelf  have  I  /worn,  faith 
the  Lord.-\ 

There  are  fome  objections  of  a  more  ferious  nature 
tnan  thefe,  and  which  have  been  made  by  the  enemies 
of  revelation.  Indeed,  when  the  hiftory  is  confidered 
in  all  its  parts,  it  appears  fo.  confident,  beautiful  and 
inftruttive,  that  objeftione  can  arife  only  from  a  difpo- 

fition  to  find  fault ;  and  to  take  notice  of  them,  may 
feem  almoft  unneceffary. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  Abraham,  who  interceded  fo 
earneftly  for  the  wicked  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomor. 
t  Verft  16, 
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rah,  never  expoflulates  with  Crod,  when  he  o  t  1 3 
him  to  flay  his  own  foil,  an  innocent  perfon,  and  <1 
dutiful  child.  Is  not  this  an  evidence  of  uncommon 
inhumanity  in  the  parent,  or  does  it  not  render  the 
hiflory  incredible  ? — In  anfwer  to  this  it  may  be  ob¬ 
served,  that  with  refpeCt  to  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
there  was  a  liberty  given,  and  a  propriety  for  the  in- 
terceffion,  becaufe  God  is  reprefented  as  being  undeter¬ 
mined  as  to  their  overthrow;  but  in  the  cafe  before  us, 
the  command  was  mofl  exprefs  and  precife.  Abraham 
was  fully  allured  that  it  was  from  that  God,  who  had 
frequently  revealed  himfelf  to  him ;  with  whofe 
manner  of  manifeflation  he  was  well  acquainted;  and 
whofe  dire&ion  he  had  always  followed.  Though  the 
command  then  might  appear  flrange,  yet  he  ought  not 
to  have  expoflulated  with  God,  who  is  infinitely  wife 
and  good,  and  can  accomplifh  his  purpofes  by  ways 
utterly  beyond  the  comprehenfion  of  mortals.. 

0 

It  is  obfervable  too,  that  the  arguments  proper  for 
Abraham  to  have  ufed  againfl  the  meafure  were  taken 
from  him,  by  the  very  words  in  which  the  command 
was  delivered.  What  could  he  have  faid  ,  but,  “  He 
is  my  fon, — my  only  fon, — Ifaac , — whom  I  love”—* 
Thefe  being  the  firfl  reflections  which  would  flart  in 
the  mind  of  the  father,  and  remcnflrate  againfl  the 
deed,  they  were  wholly  jilenced  by  thefe  words  of  God  y 
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Take  now  thy  fin,  thine  only  fin  Jfaac,  -whom  thou  lovejl, 
and  offer  him  fir  a  burnt-offering. *  So  far  is  the  want  of 
exportation  on  his  part  from  being  an  argument 
againil  him,  or  the  credibility  of  the  hiftory,  that  it 
Ihows  his  obedience  to  have  been  of  the  right  kind, 
fpeedy  and  cheerful.  Had  it  been  dilatory  and  reluc¬ 
tant,  his  faith  would  have  appeared  proportionably 
weak  and  unfteady* 

Another  obje&ion  is,  that  the  Lord  of  the  uni- 
verfe  can  neither  a 61  himfelf,  nor  command  any  thing* 
contrary  to  the  eternal  rules  of  reafon  ;  that  therefore 
tnis  command  could  not  be  from  him  ;  and  that  it  is 
more  likely  to  have  been  the  fuggeftion  of  feme  evil 
fpirit.  Are  not  parents  obliged  to  preferve  the  lives 
of  their  children?  Did  not  the  command  contradict 
this  law  ?  How  can  it  be  reconciled  to  the  juft  ice  and 
goodnefs  of  Goa?  io  this  purpofe  the  objection  runs. 
In  anfwer,  it  may  be  obferved, 

i •  -That  we  Ipeak  at  random  when  we  pretend 
to  fay  what  God  can  or  cannot  do.  As  the  heavens 
dire  higher  than  the  earthy  Jo  are  his  ways  higher  than  our 
ways,  and  his  thoughts  than  our  thoughts.^ 

2*  Though  it  be  the  duty  of  parents  to  preferve 

*  Verfe  2,  f  Ifaiah  lv,  9, 
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the  lives  of  their  children,  yet  there  are  cafes,  when 
without  impeachment  of  parental  affection,  or  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  divine  law,  they  mufl  deliver  them  to  death ; 
yea,  order  it  to  be  inflicted  upon  them.  Need  I 
inftance  in  the  cafe  of  a  judge  or  general,  whofe  fon 
has  tranfgrefled  the  law,  or  the  military  difcipline  ? 
Shall  we  fay  then,  that  a  parent  is  juftifiable  in  this 
cafe,  and  that  he  is  guilty,  when  the  order  comes 
from  the  fupreme  and  almighty  God  ?  For  obferve, 

3.  That  he  who  gives  life  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  take  it  away  when,  and  in  what  manner  he  pleafes. 
Had  God  therefore  defigned  that  Abraham  fhould  day 
his  fon,  we  could  not  impeach  his  juflice  and  goodnefs. 
Abraham  knew  that  his  fon  was  given  in  an  extraor- 
dmary  manner,  and  might  therefore  be  taken  away  in 
an  extraordinary  manner.  He  believed  that  God  was 
wife,  juft  and  good  in  ail  he  commanded;  and  though 
his  difpenfations  appeared  drange  and  myfterious,  yet 
they  would  be  unfolded  in  due  time,  in  their  coniift- 
ence,  propriety  and  beauty.  But, 

4.  God  never  defigned  that  this  command  fiiould 
go  into  full  execution.  When  the  end  was  anfvvered, 
he  prevented  it.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  this 
objection  which  has  been  urged  by  infidels,  is  founded 
upon  this  miftaken  principle,  that  God  governs  him- 
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feif  by  our  notions  of  right  and  juflice  ;  or,  that  we 
are  able  to  comprehend  the  propriety  and  equity  of 
all  his  dealings  with  men.  It  is  granted,  that  the 
cafe  of  Abraham  was  lingular  and  flrange,  but  in  no 
part  of  the  hiflory  is  any  thing  contradictory  to  the 
perfections  of  the  infinitely  great  and  glorious  God. 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  example  of  Abra¬ 
ham  gave  rife  to,  or  at  leaf!  countenanced  that  horrid 
practice  of  facrificing  human  victims. — One  would 
fuppofe  that  it  would  have  had  a  direCt  contrary  ef- 
leCt ;  to  abolifh  them,  if  they  then  exifted,  or  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  introduction  in  time  to  come.  Was  it  not 
publifhed  abroad,  that  Abraham,  having  an  intention 
to  facrilice  his  only  fon,  was  exprefsly  prohibited,  and 
tnat  God  ordered  and  accepted  a  different  victim  ?  Is 
this  countenancing  and  eftablifhing  the  fhedding  of 
human  blood  ?  Is  it  not  rather  a  declaration  that  with 
fuch  facrifices  God  is  not  well  pleafed  ?  Even  admit¬ 
ting  that  this  conduCk  of  Abraham  gave  rife  to  the 
praCtice  which  exifted  afterward,  it  was  certainly  the 
innocent  occafton.  The  example  fet  was  not  imitated, 
but  abufecL 

I  shall  mention  only  one  other  difficulty  or  objec¬ 
tion  which  occurs,  and  that  is  the  fubmiflion  of  Ifaac, 
who  was  of  fufHcient  age  and  ftrength  to  have  made 
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refiftance.  Jofephus  fays,  that  he  was  at  this  time 
twenty-five  years  old,  and  many  fuppofe  him  to  have 
been  above  thirty.  It  is  generally  acknowledged  that 
he  might  have  fuccefsfully  refilled  his  father,  who  was 
now  old  5  and  yet  it  appears  that  he  quietly  fullered 
himfelf  to  be  bound,  laid  on  the  altar,  and  that  he 
offered  his  throat  to  the  knife. — All  that  is  neceffary 
to  fay  on  this  is,  that  he  gave  an  evidence  that  he  was 
a  partaker  of  the  fame  precious  faith  with  the  father. 
He  was  a  bright  example  of  filial  reverence,  and  of 
profound  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God. 

Having  now  confidered  this  tranfinftion,  folved 
the  difficulties,  and  anfwered  the  principal  objections, 
does  not  the  character  of  Abraham  appear  in  the  molt 
favorable  light  ?  His  conduct  towards  his  fon  inllead 
of  reflecting  any  difhonor,  does  it  not  throw  a  glorious 
luftre  around  him  ?  Was  it  not  his  chief  glory?  Many 
were  the  trials  of  his  faith,  but  here  was  its  triumph. 
Here  was  a  victory  on  mount  Moriah,  greater  than 
that  which  he  obtained  over  the  five  kings';  yea,  greater 
than  all  the  victories  recorded  in  the  hiltoric  page. 

Perhaps  it  is  as  well  to  obfervc  here  as  in 
another  place,  that  the  command  of  God  to  Abraham 
to  offer  up  Ifaac,  is  to  be  confidered  not  only  as  a  trial 
of  his  faith  and  obedience*  but  as  conveying  to  him  in 
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a  figurative  manner  mod  important  inftrudion  con. 
cerning  the  Meffiah.  What  views  Abraham  had  can¬ 
not  be  precifely  afcertained,  but  we  have  reafon  to 
believe,  that  God  by  this  tranfadion  difplayed  to  him 
tlie  way  of  falvation,  by  the  fubftitution  and  facrifice 
of  his  own  fon.  Tour  father  Abraham,  faid  Chrift  to 

the  Jews,  rejoiced  to  fee  my  day  ;  and  he  f aw  It  and  was 
giad*  *  Probably  thefe  words  refer  to  what  was  repre- 
fented  on  mount  Moriah.  To  the  fame  purpofe  alfo, 
may  thefe  words  of  the  Apoftle  be  interpreted  ;  From 
whence  alfo  he  received  him  In  a  figure  ;  that  is  the  deli¬ 
verance  of  Ifaac  from  death,  and  the  fubftitution  of 
another  vidim  was  figurative  of  the  falvation  of  dinners 
by  the  atonement  of  Chrift.  But,  whatever  inter¬ 
pretation  is  put  upon  thefe  words,  it  is  certain  that 
the  whole  affair  was  typical,  and  that  Abraham  fo  un- 
derftood  it.  This  being  the  cafe,  it  obviates  every 
objedion  which  has  been,  or  can  be  mentioned.  God 
never  intended  that  Abraham  fiiould  fiay  his  fon,  but 
only  to  try  him,  and  in  the  very  trial,  to  exhibit  to 
him  in  a  moil  ftriking  manner,  the  aftonifhing  myfte- 
ry  of  redemption.  This  is  no  doubt  an  important  idea 
on  this  fubjed,  and  renders  the  whole  affair  at  once, 
worthy  of  an  infinitely  perfed  God.  In  this  view, 

j 

how  ftrange,  but  at  the  fame  time,  how  wife  and 
merciful  does  the  difpenfation  appear  !  Whoever  pro- 
*  John  viii,  j6, 
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perly  confiders  it  in  every  part,  and  views  its  ulti* 
mate  end,  mull  be  affedted,  pleafed  and  edified, 

It  not  being  the  intention  of  tliefe  difcourfes  to 
trace  minutely  the  refemblance  of  certain  perfons  and 
events  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falva- 
tion  through  him,  the  refemblance  will  be  mentioned 
only  where  it  is  obvious  and  remarkable.  This  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  the  cafe  in  the  fubjedt  under  confideration. — ■ 
Abraham  cheerfully  offered  his  only  fon.  God,  the 
Almighty  Father  gave  his  only  begotten  fon  *  He /pared 

him  not ,  but  delivered  him  up ,  Ifaac  quietly  fubmitted 
to  the  ftroke  ;  emblematical  of  the  readinefs  and 
patience  with  which  Chrift  fuffered.  Ifaac  carried 
the  wood  for  his  facriftce,  and  Chrift  bore  his  crofs. 
Ifaac  was  bound,  and  fo  was  Chrift.  Ifaac  lay  on  the 
altar  on  Mount  Moriah  ;  on  Calvary,  a  part  of  this 
very  mount,  did  Chrift  afterward  die.  It  was  the 
third  day  on  which  Ifaac  was  delivered  from  the  fen- 
tence  of  death  ;  it  was  on  the  third  day  that  Chrift: 
arofe.  Ifaac  did  not  die,  but  Chrift  did ;  here  the 
refemblance  feems  to  fail,  but  only  to  render  another 
part  the  more  linking  ;  for  as  a  lamb  was  fubftituted 
for  Ifaac,  fo  Chrift  was  fubftituted  for  his  people.  Fie 
was  the  Lamb  of  God ,  which  taheth  away  the  Jin  of  the 
world*  Every  circumflance  fpeaks  clearly  and  forcF 
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U?)r;  We  indeed  fee  them  fo,  becaufe  they  have  been 
fulfilled,  and,  no  doubt,  by  Abraham  and  other  faints 

even  of  that  day,  their  meaning  was  underftood.  In 

no  way  could  the  fatisfadion  of  Chrift  have  been  fo 

t'til  leprefented,  as  by  this  memorable  and  typical 
tranfadtion. 

Though  this  fubje&  would  admit  a  very  large  and 
life ful  improvement,  yet  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  a  few 
points  expreffed  in  few  words* 

First,  Believers  Hiould  never  think  themfelves 
fecure,  or  exempted  from  trials  in  this  world.  Their* 
warfare  will  never  be  at  an  end  while  life  is  continued. 
Abraham,  when  he  was  old,  and  perhaps  expe&ed  that 
his  troubles  were  ceafed  ;  that  the  dorms  which  ruffled 
the  noon  of  life  were  bWn  over  ;  and  that  the  evening 
would  be  calm  and  ferene,  was,  on  a  fudden,  involved  in 
a  temped.  We  know  not  what  God  may  call  us  to 
do  or  fuffer*  Often  before  death  he  leads  his  chiB 
dren  in  ways,  and  brings  them  into  trials  little  expeded 
by  themfelves  or  others.  It  ought  to  be  our  great 
confolation  and  iupport,  that  all  things  ’work  together  Jot 
good  to  them  that  love  God \  * 

Secondly,  The  confideration  of  Abraham’s  exam¬ 
ine  Hi ould  filence  our  complaints  and  murmurs  under 
*  Rom.  vili,  fa 
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the  adverfe  difpenfations  of  Providence.  Idis  trial  was 
uncommonly  great,  but  he  was  enabled  to  fuflain  it. 
His  faith  gave  him  the  victory.  When  we  faint  under 
conflicts  lefs  fevere,  it  is  a  fign  that  our  flrength  is 
fmall.  If  we  cannot  bear  even  the  common  evils  inci¬ 
dent  to  this  mortal  (late,  how  fhould  we  bear  if  tried  as 
Abraham  Was  ?  If  torn  with  anguifh  at  the  natural 
death  of  a  beloved  child,  what  if  called  to  offer  up  an 
Ifaac  ?  Too  often  do  our  tender  connexions  in  life 
prove  a  fnare,  by  engrofiing  the  affeXions,  and  leading 
us  away  from  the  duties  of  religion.  A  fupreme  re¬ 
gard  to  the  divine  will  fhould  be  the  leading  principle 
of  our  conduX.  No  affeXion  for  relatives,  and  no 
counfels  or  entreaties  of  the  dearefl  friends  fhould  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  love  and  fervice  which  we  owe  to  God. 
HearUhe  words  of  our  blefTed  Saviour  ;  He  that  loveth 
father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me  :  and 
he  that  loveth  fon  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy 
of  me .  *  It  is  very  common  for  perfons  under  affliXion 
to  fay,  that  their  fituation  is  peculiarly  grievous,  but 
furely  few  or  none  can  be  compared  with  the  one  be¬ 
fore  us. 

Thirdly,  Let  believers  learn  from  this  fubjeX  to 
trufl  in  God  in  all  his  dealings  with  them,  however 
dark  and  intricate.  In  the  mount  the  Lord  will  provide  / 
*  Matt.  x.  37. 
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in  time  of  your  greated  need  God  will  appear  for  your 
deliverance.  Elave  you  not  found  this  in  your  pad 
experience,  and  fhould  not  this  encourage  you  dill  to 
wait  upon  him  ?  Adhere  Readily  to  the  path  of  duty, 

and  leave  to  God  the  care  and  management  of  all  your 
concerns, 

>  (  >  r  ■ 

‘  v  t  •  U 

In  the  lad  place,  From  this  fubjeR  confidered  with 
refpedt  to  the  way  of  falvation  through  Child,  let  us 
learn  to  adore  the  infinite  wifdom  and  mercy  of  God, 
Benoid  the  eternal  Son  of  God  voluntarily  offering 
himfelf  up  as  afagridce  to  fatisfy  divine  juiuce  !  Be- 
hoiu  in  the  lamb  mbdituted  for  Ifaac  a  reprefentation 
of  the  atonement  which  Chrift  hath  a&ually  offered  ;  ' 
of  that  infinite  wrath  which  he  endured  on  Calvary, 
wnen  il  pleafed  the  i.  airier  to  briufe  him  — Q  fmners, 
come  and  plead  this  facrifice  before  God.  There  is  no 
ocher  of  value  fufhcient  to  procure  the  pardon  of  your 
fins.  By  faith  in  this  you  can  be  admitted  to  the  favor 
of  God,  and  to  dwell  in  his  prefence  for  ever. _ -Be¬ 

lievers,  drive  to  know  dill  more  and  more  the  love  of 
Chrid.  Let  the  lives  which  you  live,  be  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God.  This  precious  grace  will  fupport 
you  under  all  the  trials  which  you  may  b?  called  to 
endure  •,  will  make  you  more  than  conquerors  over  all 
your  enemies ;  and  finally,  bring  you  to  complete  an4 
eternal  falvation,- 
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SERMON 


HISTORY  AND  CHARACTER 

OF  JACOB. 


Genesis  xlvii.  7.  8.  9 


And  Jofeph  brought  in  Jacob  bis  fat  her ,  and  fet  him  before 
Pharaoh  :  and  Jacob  blejfed  Pharaoh , 

And  Pharaoh  faid  unto  Jacob ,  Hozv  old  art  thou  ? 

And  Jacob  faid  unto  Pharaoh,  The  days  of  the  years  of  my  pil¬ 
grimage  are  an  hundred  and  thirty  years  ;  few  and  evil  have 
the  days  of  the  years  of  my  life  beeny  and  have  not  attained  unto 
the  days  of  the  years  of  the  life  of  my  father j,  in  the  days  of  their 
pilgrimage . 


A  FTER  the  life  of  Abraham,  that  of  Jacob  Is 
"*•  very  particularly  related.  This  was  neceffary, 
becaufe  in  him  the  promife  of  a  numerous  offspring 
began  to  be  fulfilled.  Immediately  from  him  fprang 
the  heads  of  the  feveral  tribes  of  the  Jewifh  nation  % 
and  the  removal  of  him  and  his  defcendants  into  Egypt 

I  2 
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history  and 

introduces  the  account  of  their  bondage,  and  wonder- 

ful  deliverance  by  God,  which  form  fo  fplendid  a  part 
in  the  facred  hiftory. 

Jacob,  the  fon  of  Ifaac  and  Rebecca,  was  the 
younger  of  two  fons  at  the  fame  births  From  this 
circumilance  be  had  bis  name,  which  fignifies  one  that 
fupplants ,  or  takes  hold  of  another's  heel ,  in  order  to 
overturn  him.  His  condud  towards  his  elder  brother 
was  agreeable  to  this  name  ;  and  to  the  import  of  it, 
Efau  referred,  when  he  faid,  Is  he  not  rightly  named 
Jacob  ?  for  he  hath  fupplanted  me  thefe  two  times.* 

Whatever  may  be  faid  with  refpedt  to  this  conduct 
0i  Jacob  towards  his  brother,  it  is  certain,  that  God 
chofe  him  as  the  perfon  in  whofe  line  the  Meffiah  was 
to  defeend,  and  confirmed  the  blefiing  which  he  ob¬ 
tained  from  bis  father. 

There  is  fometning  in  the  hiftory  of  this  patriarch 
very  interelling  and  affecting.  While  we  admire  the 
man,  we  are  touched  with  tender  fympathy  for  the 
variety  and  weight  of  his  afHi&ions. 

The  paffage  which  has  been  read  contains  the  cir* 

cumftance  of  his  interview  with  Pharaoh,  king  of 

Egypt ;  and  from  which  X  ftall  take  occafion  to  give 
*  xxvii,  36. 


B.  fummary  account  o-f  bis  life,  and  delineate  bis  eba* 
rafter,  as  far  as  we  have  lights  to  guide  us. 

The  reply  which  the  patriarch  made  to  the  mo¬ 
narch  was  not  only  deferiptive  of  human  life  in  general, 
hut  particularly  fo  of  his  own*  Fe%vj  and  evil  have  the 
days  of  the  years  of  my  life  been.  His  years  were  Jew 
compared  with  thofe  of  his  progenitors,  Though  he 
lived  feventeen  years  after  this,  yet  he  fell  confiderably 
fho-rt  of  the  age  of  Abraham  and  Ifaac.  The  length 
of  human  life  being  greatly  reduced  lince  the  flood, 
was  ft  ill  gradually  fhortening  ;  and  it  is  not  improba¬ 
ble,  that  the  hardfhips  of  Jacob’s  life,  and  the  many 
troubles  with  which  he  had  been  harrafled,  contributed 
to  wear  it  out.  Accordingly  he  adds,  that  his  days 
were  evil  j  full  of  trouble  j  and  he  lueens  his  life  to  a 
pilgrimage,  in  which  a  perfon  has  no  fettled  habitation, 
but  is  continually  removing  from  one  place  to  ano¬ 
ther.  The  propriety  of  this  description  will  appear 
from  a  curfory  view  of  his  life, 

Jacob,  by  reafon  of  the  difpleafure  of  his  brother 

% 

Lfau,  was  obliged  to  flee  from  his  father’s  houfe  and 
remain  for  a  long  time  in  a  ftate  of  exile..  He  travelled 
into  the  country  where  his  uncle  Laban  lived,  witn 
whom  he  continued  for  many  years  in  no  better  con* 
dition  than  that  of  an  hireling  )  and  experienced  re- 


peated  in  .lances  of  unkind  ufage.  The  deceitful  be- 
haviour  of  his  uncle,  in  giving  him  Leah  inllead  of 
Rachel,  contrary  to  exprefs  ftipulation,  is  well  known. 
Though  he  ferved  faithfully,  and  was  true  to  the  in- 
te.eft  of  his  mailer,  yet  he  received,  in  return,  un¬ 
friendly  looks  and  injurious  treatment.  Jacob,  when 
complaining  to  his  wives,  fays,  Tour  father  hath  de- 
ceived  me  and  changed  my  wages  ten  times.*  Again, 
m  chiding  Laban,  to  his  face,  he  tells  him,  This 
twenty  years  have  I  been  with  thee.  That  which  was 
tern  of  beajls,  I  brought  not  unto  thee ,  I  bear  the  lofs  of 
it ;  of  my  hand  didjl  thou  require  it,  whether flolen  by  day 
crjlolen  by  night.  Thus  1  was,  in  the  day  the  drought 
confumed  me,  and  the  frojl  by  night ;  and  my  fleep  de¬ 
parted  jt  om  mine  eyes.  Thus  have  I  been  twenty  years 
in  thy  houfe  ;  I  ferved  thee  fourteen  years  for  thy  two 
daughters,  and  fix  years  for  thy  cattle ;  and  thou  haf 
changed  my  wages  ten  times.  Except  the  Cod  of  my  fa¬ 
ther,  the  God  of  Abraham ,  and  the  fear  of  Ifaac,  had 
been  with  me,fnre!y  thou  hadjl fent  me  away  empty,  j-  A 
Hate  of  fervitude  to  one  born  to  better  profpeas  was 
humiliating  ;  but  was  Hill  more  grievous,  when  aggra¬ 
vated  by  infult  and  injury  ;  from  thofe,  too,  whp 
were  connected  by  ties  of  blood. 


!  Gen,  xxxi.  7,  f  Gen.  xxxi.  38—4^, 
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Notwithstanding,  however,  the  unjuft  dealings 
of  Laban,  the  Lord  made  Jacob  to  profper  ;  and,  at 
length,  ordered  him  to  return  into  his  own  land.  Ja¬ 
cob,  with  his  family,  his  cattle,  and  all  his  goods,  took 
his  departure  unknown  to  his  uncle,  fearing,  no  doubt, 
left  he  fhould  by  fome  means  feek  to  detain  him  ;  or 
rob  hi  pi  of  the  property  which  he  had  acquired-  La¬ 
ban,  as  foon  as  he  had  notice  purfued  ;  but  whatever 
min-ht  have  been  his  intentions,  God  warned  him  in  a 

O 

dream  to  do  no  harm  to  Jacob,  whom  ne  overtook  t.u 
feventh  day  on  Mount  Gilead.  Here,  after  fome  ex- 
peculations  had  paffed  between  them,  they  agreed  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  of  mendihip,  and  parted  with 
affedlion  and  mutual  good  wifties. 

Jacob' proceeded  on  his  journey;  and  as  he  advan¬ 
ced  towards  the  country  where  his  brother  Efau  dwelt, 
he  had  many  fears,  left  the  old  refentment  might  ftill 
be  retained.  He  prudently  fent  meffengers  to  inform 
Efau  of  his  profperity,  and  that  he  was  now  on  his 
return.  His  uneafinefs  was  increafed,  when  he  heard 
that  Efau  had  fet  out  to  meet  him  with  four  hundred 
men  ;  not  knowing  but  that  he  was  coining  with  a 
hoftile  intention.  Before  this,  in  order  to  fhow  Jacob 
that  he  was  under  the  divine  protection,  he  had  a 
vifton  of  a  great  number  of  angels  at  a  place,  which 
on  this  account,  he  called  Mahanaim ;  but  his  fears 


ftill  continuing,  he  fought  to  conciliate  his  brother  by 
prefents. 

# 

Having  made  all  his  people  pafs  over  the  brook 
Jaobok,  he  remained  alone  on  the  other  fide;  where 
an  angel  in  the  form  of  a  man,  wreftled  with  him  until 
the  breaking  of  the  day.  This  was  defigned  to  remove 
his  fears;  for  the  angel  llejfed him,  and  gave  him  the 
name  of  Ifrael,  which  fignifies  a  man  that  has  prevailed 
Wlth  God>  importing,  that  with  men,  he  ihould  alfo 
powerfully  prevail.*—  Not  to  be  particular  in  this  hif- 
tory,  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  two  brothers  met  upon 
the  moil  friendly  terms,  embraced  with  the  greatefl 
tendernefs,  and  wept  with  tears  of  joy.  Thus  ended 
the  unnatural  diffenfion  which  had  caufed  fo  much 
unhappinefs  in  the  family  of  Ifaac.  How  good  and 
how  pie af ant  it  is,  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  / 

After  this  interview,  Jacob  came  to  a  place  called 
Succoth,  where  he  built  a  houfe,  booths  for  his  cattle, 
and  dwelt  for  fome  time.  From  this  he  removed  to 
Shalem,  a  city  of  the  Shechemites,  where  he  bought 
a  piece  of  ground.  Here  he  might  have  lived  peace* 
ably  and  happily,  had  not  the  bad  conduct  of  his 
children  expofed  him  to  the  refentment  of  the  people 
of  that  place,  and  occafioned  his  removal.  His  fons 

*  Gen,  xxxii. 
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having  taken  defperate  revenge  upon  the  Shechemites 
for  the  difhonor  done  to  Dinah,  their  filler;  having 
killed  the  men,  pillaged  their  city,  and  carried  their 
wives  and  children  captive,  Jacob  was  afraid  to  conti¬ 
nue  any  longer  in  the  place,  left  a  confpiracy  fttould  be 
formed  among  the  inhabitants  againft  him.  This  is, 
no  doubt,  to  be  numbered  among  the  afflictions  of  the 
patriarch.  The  reproach  which  Dinah  brought  upon 
the  family,  and  the  bloody  revenge  of  the  fons,  parti* 
cularly  of  Simeon  and  Levi,  who  were  the  chief  aitors, 
gave  him  pungent  diftrefs.  Of  this  conduit  he  re¬ 
minded  his  fons  when  he  foretold  their  future  condi¬ 
tion  in  the  world.  Simeon  and  Levi  are  brethren :  In« 
Jlruments  of  cruelty  are  in  their  habitations.  0  my  foul, 
come  not  thou  into  their  fecret;  unto  their  ajfembly 9  mine 
honour ,  be  not  thou  united  ;  for  in  their  anger  they  flew  a 
many  and  in  their  felfwill  they  digged  down  a  wall. 
Curfed  be  their  anger,  for  it  was  ferce  ;  and  their  wrath , 
for  it  was  cruel :  I  will  divide  them  in  Jacob  and  fcatter 
them  in  IfraeL  * 

Jacob,  according  to  the  direction  of  God,  went 
now  to  Beth-el,  the  place  where  he  had  lodged  at  his 
ftrft  leaving  his  father’s  holife  ;  where  he  had  feen  the 
remarkable  vifion  of  the  ladder  j  and  where  he  had 
irowed  unto  God.  Here  he  performed  his  vo\V$  and 
*  Gen.  ilk,  5—7, 


96  HISTORY  AND 

God  appeared  unto  him  again,  confirmed  the  change 
of  his  name,  affured  him  of  his  defign  to  multiply  his 
pofienty,  and  to  give  him  the  land  of  Canaan  for  an 
inheritance.  Not  continuing  long  here,  he  fet  out  to 
Vxfit  his  aged  father,  who  was  kill  living,  near  to  the 
valley  of  Mamre.  On  the  way,  a  frefii  and  great  af- 
fiichon  UiJ  him  5  even  the  death  of  his  beloved  Ra- 
Ciiael,  afiei  the  birth  of  her  fecond  child,  named  I3en« 
jamin.  He  buried  her  at  Bethlehem,  and  ere&ed  a 
monument  to  her  memory. 

.About  this  time  lie  experienced  a  diftrefs  of  another 
nature,  which  was  the  inceft  of  Reuben,  his  eldeft  fon. 
This  forely  grieved  him  ;  and  he  took  notice  of  it  in 
his  dying  hour.  Reuben ,  unjlable  as  water ,  thou  Jhalt 
not  excel ,  becauje  thou  wentejl  up  to  ihy  father’s  beds  then 
defiledfl  thou  it  :  He  went  up  to  my  couch r f* 

Jacob,  after  theie  iorrowful  events,  at  laft  arrived 
at  IViamre ;  and  had  the  fatisfadtion  to  find  his  father 
a.nve.  The  two  brothers,  twenty-two  years  from  this 
time,  paid  the  lafc  kind  offices  to  the  aged  and  refpec- 
table  man. 

The  troubles  of  Jacob  did  not  now  end.  One,  the 
feverek  he  had  yet  felt,  confidering  that  he  was  now 
t  xlix,  4» 


CHARACTER  OF  JACOB.  97 

old,  and  had  promifed  himfelf  forae  refpite,  befel  him. 
This  was  the  lofs  of  Jofeph,  his  moil  beloved  child  ; 
who  was  taken  away,  not  by  an  ordinal y  death; 
but,  as  he  fuppofed,  was  devomedby  a  wild  bead.  On 
this  occafion  he  indulged  his  grief ;  and  never  ceafed 
mourning  until  he  heard  that  Jofeph  was  alive,  and 
advanced  to  high  honor  in  the  court  of  Egypt.  A. 
famine  then  prevailing  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  he  was 
induced  by  Jofeph  to  remove  with  all  his  family  into 
Egypt ;  where  he  continued  until  his  death. 

Upon  this  general  view  of  his  life,  how  juft  does  his 
defeription  to  Pharaoh  appear !  Was  not  that  life 
with  propriety  called  a  pilgrimage,  which  was  fo  un fet¬ 
tled?  Were  not  thofe  days  evil,  which  were  marked  with 
fo  many  feenes  of  adveifity  ?  In  which  he  experienced 
the  refentment  of  a  brother;  the  ingratitude  of  friends; 
the  lofs  of  his  deareft  relations ;  and,  what  is  worfe, 
the  wicked  condudf  of  fome  who  furvived  ?  Though 
the  diftreffes  of  others  may  have  been  greater  and 
more  fmgular,  yet  did  not  his  fufficiently  autho- 
rife  him  to  fay,  Few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years  of 
my  life  been  P 

Let  us  now  fee  whether  we  can  dilineate  his  cha* 
radter.  He  appears*  as  far  as  we  can  collect  from  the 

K 


facred  records  to  have  been  of  a  difpofition  remarka¬ 
bly  mild,  humble ,  afeBionate,  pious,  and  inclining  rather 
to  the  forrowful or  melancholic . 

E  are  exprefsly  told,  that  Jacob  was  a  plain  man , 
dwelling  In  tents  *  It  has  been  alledged,  that  he  was 
rather  cunning,  than  plain  or  open;  and  therefore 
thefe  words  have  been  interpreted  to  fignify  that  he 
was  of  a  peaceable  and  courteous  difpofition.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  fufficient  reafon  for  fuch  an  opinion;  the 
great  inflance  of  fubtilty  which  is  imputed  to  him,  in 
the  cafe  of  obtaining  the  bleffing,  being  the  device  of 
Reoecca,  and  undertaken  by  Jacob,  agreeably  to  her 
defire.  It  is  evident,  at  any  rate,  that  his  difpofition 
and  manners  were  mild;  and  thefe  led  him  to  a  diffe¬ 
rent  occupation  from  Efau,  who  was  rough  and  turbu¬ 
lent.  Efau  delighted  in  an  active  and  boifterous  life  ; 
liis  foul  was  in  the  chafe,  while  Jacob  chofe  the  hill 
life  of  a  fhepherd,  and  preferred  the  crook  to  the  bow 
or  the  lance. 

Again,  Pie  was  humble .  Pie  entertained  no  afph 
ling  or  ambitious  views,  but  was  contented  if  Pro¬ 
vidence  pleafed  to  bellow  upon  him  whafe  was  barely 
rieceffary  for  the  fupport  of  life.  If  by  purchafing  the 
birth-right  from  his  brother,  and  deceitfully  obtaining 

*  xxv, 
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the  blefiing  of  his  father,  he  grafped  at  power  and  ref- 
pe6l,  this  was  not  his  prevailing  temper,  and  he  foon 
learned  to  think  more  jullly.  Hear  his  vow  at  Bethel ; 
Jf  God  will  be  will)  me ,  and  will  keep  me  in  this  way 
that  I  go ,  and  will  give  me  bread  to  eat ,  and  raiment  to 
put  on  ;  fo  that  I  come  again  to  my  father's  houfe  in  peace> 
then  Jlsall  the  Lord  be  my  God.  *  He  afked  not  for 
riches  and  honor,  but  for  health,  peace,  and  compe¬ 
tency  ;  all  indeed  that  are  neceffary  for  the  happinefs 
of  life,  though  fo  few  reftrain  their  defires  within  thefe 
bounds.  And  when  the  Lord  had  given  him  many 
temporal  blefiings,  far  beyond  his  expectation,  with 
what  humility  and  gratitude  does  he  make  mention  or 
them  !  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaf  of  all  the  mercies ,  and 
of  all  the  truth ,  which  thou  haf  Jhewed  unto  thy  fervent  / 
for  with  my  faff  I  paffed  over  this  Jordan,  and  now  I 
am  become  two  bands .f  So  far  was  his  profperity  from 
producing  an  elation  of  heart,  or  caufing  him  to  arro*. 
gate  any  thing  to  himfelf,  that  he  acknowledged  his 
utter  unworthinefs,  and  aferibes  his  bleffings  folely  to 
the  goodnefs  of  God. 

Jacob  was  farther  dillinguifhed  by  a  temper  highly 
afeftiorate .  The  tender  paifions  predominated  in  his 
fcul.  This  is  evident  from  many  circumflances  in  his 

life.  When  he  firH  met  Rachel  with  her  father’s 
*  Gen.  xxviii.  so.  21.  f  Gen.  xxxii.  10. 


flocks  at  the  well,  we  are  told,  that  he  lifted  up  his 
voice  and  wept.  The  joy  he  felt  on  his  fafe  arrival, 
after  a  tedious  journey,  and  on  meeting  one  of  that 
family  to  which  he  was  related,  greatly  moved  him. 
We  aie  alio  told,  that  he  fervedfeven  years  for  Rachel, 
and  they  feemed  unto  him  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he 
hc.u  to  her.  His  attachments  were  fincere,  flrong  and 
conRant.  How  remarkably  does  this  appear  in  the 
love  he  bore  to  his  fon  Jofeph  !  Here  indeed  he  feems 
to  have  approached  to  partiality  j  but  it  is  no  evidence 
that  he  did  not  care  tenderly  for  his  other  children,  be¬ 
came  he  loved  Jofeph  moil.  He  was  the  fon  of  his  de- 

»  T 

ceafed  Rachel  \  a  youth  of  an  extraordinary  genius* 
united  to  great  goodnefs  of  heart.  Who  can  read  Ja¬ 
cob’s  lamentation  on  the  fuppofed  death  of  this  fon, 
and  not  fympathize  in  tears  ?  When  the  bloody  coat 
was  prefented  to  him,  he  knew  it ,  and  f aid  it  is  my  fo^s 
coat;  an  evil  Leaf  hath  devoured  him  :  Jofeph  is  without 
doubt  rent  in  pieces  J — How  ftrongly  is  parental  affec¬ 
tion  reprefented  when  his  fons  brought  him  the  news 
that  Jofeph  was  alive  and  governor  over  Egypt !  His 
heart  at  firfl  fainted  within  him  When  he  revived, 
and  was  well  affured  of  the  truth,  he  exclaimed  with 
all  the  warmth  of  paflion,  It  is  enough:  Jofeph  my  fon 
ts  yet  a/ive  :  I  will  go  and fee  him  before  I  die .  Perhaps 
it  is  impoffible  for  words  more  forcibly  to  exprefs  a  fa- 
J  Gen.  xxx vii.  33, 
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tiler's  fondnefs.  No  defcription,  in  any  language* 
equals  this,  in  fimplicity  and  beauty. 

The  words  of  Jacob  when  he  met  with  Jofeph 
need  hardly  be  added  to  prove  his  affe&ion,  He  fell 
on  his  neck  and  wept  on  his  neck  a  good  while .  And  Ifrael 
/aid  unto  Jofeph ,  now  let  me  die,  fine e  I  have  fecn  thy  ^ 
face ,  lecaufe  thou  art  yet  alive*  He  reckoned  it  the 
fummit  of  his  earthly  happinefs  to  find  his  beloved 
child  Hill  alive,  fulfilling  all  the  hopes  he  had  once 
entertained  concerning  him  ;  «nd  he  even  wiihed,  i& 
the  tranfports  of  joy,  to  oqpire  in  his  arms* 

It  may  be  remarked  in  this  place,  that  the  tender 
feelings  of  Jacob  were  the  fource  of  many  of  his  dii- 
trefles.  So  great  was  his  fenfibility,  that  he  felt  at 
every  touch.  While  this  gave  a  high  relifh  to  the 
joys  of  focial  life,  it  was  eafily  hurt,  on  every  adverfe 
circumitance.  This  extreme  fenfibility  feems  to  have 
been  a  peculiar  trait  in  the  character  of  Ifrael,  and 
rendered  him  truly  amiable.  Had  he  poffefied  more 
apathy  or  lloicifm,  he  had  been  more  fecure  from  af¬ 
fliction  ;  but  we  would  have  admired  and  loved  him 
lefs. 


*  Gen.  xlvi,  29.  3©. 
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Again,  It  was  the  glory  of  his  charadter  that  he 
w-ds pious.  In  fiances  of  this  are  too  numerous  to  be 
mentioned  at  prefent.  We  can  take  notice  only  of 
two  different  tranfadlions,  at  different  periods  of  his 
hfe;  the  one  at  Beth-el,  on  his  way  to  Haran  ;  and 
the  other  on  his  return  at  the  brook  Jabbok.  The 
one  he  called  the  houfe  of  God  and  the  gate  of  heaven  ; 
the  other,  Peniel ;  for,  faid  he,  I  have  feen  God  face  to 
face,  and  my  life  is  preferved.  From  thefe,  It  Is  manlfeft, 
that  he  was  admitted  near  to  God,  and  had  intimate 
communion  with  him.  He  was  Indeed  a  favorite  of 
heaven;  he  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Meffiah. 
On  his  death-bed  lie  was  endued  with  a  prophetic  fpi- 
rit,  and  delivered  thefe  remarkable  words  concerning 
the  Meffiah  :  The  fceptre  fhall  not  depart  from  Judah , 
nor  a  law-giver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come, 
and  unto  him  fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.  f 

I  shall  only  add  on  the  charafter  of  Jacob,  that 
his  temper  inclined  to  the  forrowful  or  melancholic. 
This  was  not  the  effeft  of  his  piety,  but  the  natural 
call  of  his  mind,  increafedby  the  many  evils  he  endu¬ 
red.  Witnefs  his  continued  forrow  for  Jofeph;  and 
his  expoftulation  with  his  fons,  when  they  fought  to 
take  Benjamin  from  him  into  Egypt ;  Me  have  ye  be - 

r caved  of  my  children  :  Jofeph  it  not,  and  Simeon  is  not, 
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and  ye  will  take  Benjamin  away  :  all  thefe  things  are 
againjl  me .*  Something  of  a  melancholy  air  appears 
too.  in  the  words  he  uttered  before  Pharaoh,  and  which 
have  been  read  as  the  foundation  of  this  difcourfe.  At 
the  fame  time,  nothing  morofe  or  difagreeable  is  evi¬ 
dent,  but  fuch  a  ferioufnefs  or  thoughtfulnefs,  as  ren¬ 
ders  his  character  the  more  amiable  and  intereiling. 
Plis  interview  with  Pharaoh  is  a  highly  finifhed  pic¬ 
ture.  Who  does  not  fee  the  venerable  father  of  twelve 
fons,  with  his  hoary  locks,  furrowed  brow,  and  eyes 
beaming  with  benevolence,  introduced  into  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  monarch,  and  wifhing  him  all  profperity  ? 
Who,  acquainted  with  his  hiflory,  hears  him  fay,  Few 
and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years  of  my  life  been ,  and 
recollects  not  the  adverfe  circumftances  of  his  life  ? 
Yea,  fees  in  imagination  the  lines  of  forrow  which  thefe 
had  deeply  drawn  in  his  face? — This  mournful  air  feems 
to  have  been  a  diflinguifhing  feature  in  the  character 
of  Jacob  ;  and  yet,  as  has  been  faid,  it  was  not  down¬ 
right  gloom  or  melancholy^  but  may  rather  be  called 
an  humble  and  affectionate  ferioufnefs,  arifing  from  the 
fenfibility  of  his  heart,  wounded  by  repeated  blows  of 
affliction. 

The  hiftorian  has  exhibited  him  in  a  truly  refpedla- 
ble  and  engaging  light.  Hid  we  confider  his  hiilory 
*  G$n.  xlii.  36, 
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in  no  higher  view  than  a  mere  human  compofition,  it 
has  more  tender  touches,  more  real  defcription  of  hu- 

man  life,  than  thoufands  of  thofe  novels  or  romances 
which  corrupt  the  heart  and  vitiate  the  tafte  of  our 
youth.  In  the  fweetened  pill  they  fwallow  poifon.  Un¬ 
der  the  fpecious  gilding  of  generofity  and  friendfhip, 
vice  lofes  its  ugly  form,  and  finds  an  eafy  avenue  to  their 
hearts.— From  fuch  things,  my  brethren  turn  away. 
They  were  not  written  from  a  good  principle,  and 
are  adapted  to  the  vicious  tafte  of  mankind.  Remove 
them  from  your  pillows;  and  above  all,  let  them  never 
come  near  your  hearts — But  when  we  confider  this 
hiftory  as  given  by  infpiration,  and  written  for  our  in- 
ftru&ion,  it  has  additional  weight  and  influence.  Surely 
he  has  poor  difcernment  and  a  cold  heart,  who  is  not 
afFe&ed  and  improved*. 

It  might  be  expend  that  I  fhould  now  fay  fome- 
thing  on  the  exceptionable  parts  of  the  character  be¬ 
fore  us  ;  but  for  this,  time  will  not  admit,  as  well  as 
that,  in  whatever  he  was  to  blame,  we  freely  give  him. 
up  to  cenfuie.  It  is  not  pretended  that  he  was  per- 
feifL  His  fraudulent  behaviour  was  punifhed  by  long 
bamfhment  from  his  native  land,  and  by  fubjedfion  to 
a  cunning  and  felfifh  man  j  and  his  polygamy,  as  well 
as  that  of  Abraham,  was  difcountenanced  by  jealoufies 
and  contentions  in  the  family)  fo  true  is  it>  that  every 
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deviation  from  rectitude  leads  to  mifery,  and  that 
God  {hows  his  difpleafure  again!!  fin  in  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence.  To  confider  particularly,  the 
objections  made  to  this  and  other  characters  by  infidels, 
would  lead  to  a  difcuflion  of  fome  length  ;  therefore 
omitting  thefe,  I  {hall  conclude  with  a  very  few  reflec- 

tions. 

First,  The  reflexion  made  on  a  former  occafion, 
that  God  choofes  whom  he  will,  occurs  alfo  here. 
The  younger  brother  was  preferred  to  the  elder.  Of 
this  the  Apoftle  takes  particular  notice,  when  he  fays, 
The  children  being  not  yet  lorn ,  neither  having  done  any 
good  or  evil ,  that  the purpofe  of  God ,  according  to  election 
might  f cand)  not  of  works ,  but  of  him  that  cadeth >  it  was 
faid  unto  her ,  The  elder Jhall ferve  the  younger .  As  it  is 
written ,  facob  have  I  loved ,  but  Efau  have  1  hated . 
The  gifts  of  nature  and  of  grace  are  all  from  God  ; 
and  he  bellows  them  according  to  his  good  pleafure. 
He  makes  one  man  to  differ  from  another. 

Secondly,  The  fhortnefs  of  human  life  and  the 
evil  s  to  which  men  are  liable,  have  been  often  the 
fubjedt  of  complaint,  and  the  fruitful  fource  of  decla¬ 
mation.  Though  thefe  evils  may  be  eafily  painted  in 
too  krong  a  light,  and  complaints  may  originate  from 
*  Rom,  ix.  II— -13, 


envy  and  difcontent,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
man  is  fubjeft  to  many  troubles.  While  thefe  /hould 
not  fmk  us  into  defpondency,  or  caufe  us  to  murmur 
againft  Providence,  it  is  our  wifdom  frequently  and 
fenoufly  to  meditate  upon  them.  This  will  bring  us 
to  make  a  proper  eftimate  of  life,  and  excite  us  to 
improve  it  to  the  belt  purpofes.  This  will  keep  us 

from  being  unduly  elated  in  profperity,  or  call  down 
in  adveriity. 


One  thing  which  diilinguilhes  a  believer  is,  that  he 
does  not  expea  a  place  of  refidence  or  reft  in  this 
world  ;  but  looks  for  an  inheritance  referved  in  hea¬ 
ven  for  him.  David  faid,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
God,  We  are  Jlrangers  before  thee ,  and  fojourners,  as 

V,tre  aU  ourfather°  •  our  days  on  the  earth  are  as  a 
Jhadonv,  and  there  is  none  abiding.  *  The  Apoftle  fpeak- 

ing  of  the  ancient  patriarchs,  fays,  they  ctmfefed  that 
they  were  Jirangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth  ;  that  they 
deftred  a  letter  country,  that  is  an  heavenly. \ 


Th,RDLV’  Arethe  days  of  man  on  earth  few  and 
evil?  How  comfortable  the  profpefls  which  the  gof- 

pel  affords  !  By  this  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to 
tight.  It  reveals  a  future  and  unchangeable  Hate,  in 
which  all  who  are  united  to  Chrift  lhall  live  in  perfed 
*■  1  Chron.  xxix.  ij.  |  Heb.  xi.  13 — 16, 
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happinefs.  Let  it  then,  my  brethren,  be  our  earned: 
defire  and  main  purfuit  to  live  with  a  conflant  refer¬ 
ence  to  eternity  5  to  fecure  by  faith  in  the  Redeemer 
and  obedience  to  his  commandments,  an  inheritance  in - 
corruptible  and  undeffled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away . 
That  life  is,  of  all  others,  the  mofl  comfortable,  where 
there  is  a  reconciled  God,  an  approving  confcience, 
and  an  affurance  of  endlefs  joy  in  heaven. 

Believers,  bemot  difcouraged  under  any  evils  you 
either  feel  or  fear.  The  very  confideration  that  your 
days  are  few  may  adminiider  comfort ;  for  they  will 
foon  be  numbered,  and  every  evil  will  ceafe  with  them. 
Our  light  affliction  >  fays  the  Apoflle,  which  is  but  for  a 
s moment ,  worheth  for  vs  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory  ;  while  we  look  not  at  the  things  which 
are  feen ,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  feen  :  for  the 
things  which  are  feen  are  temporal  j  but  the  things  which 
are  not  feen  are  eternal 
*  1  Con  iv.  1 7*  18. 
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HISTORY  AND  CHARACTER 

OF  JOSEPH. 


e» 


Genesis  l.  2o. 


&tit  as  for  you) ye  thought  evil  agalnjl  me  ;  hut  God  meant  it  unto 
GOOD,  to  bring  to  pafst  as  it  is  this  day ,  to  false  much  people 
alive . 

* |  't  HESE  were  the  words  of  Jofeph  to  his  brethren* 
and  were  defigned  to  remove  their  apprehen- 
fions  concerning  any  refentment  on  his  part  for  the 
wrongs  they  had  done  him.  When  he  firft  difcovered 
himfelf  to  them,  they  were  troubled  ;  and  now,  after 
the  death  of  their  father,  their  fears  recurred.  Guilt 
is  ever  fufpicious  andeafily  alarmed.  The  injury  com* 
nutted  had  been  fo  great,  that  they  could  not  per* 
fuade  themfelves  but  Jofeph  waited  only  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  revenge.  On  this  occafion  as  on  the 
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former,  Jofeph  gave  them  the  fulleft  affurance  of  his 
forgivenefs,  and  his  intention  to  treat  them  with 
refpea  and  affedion.  He  -particularly  directed  their 
minds  to  the  wonderful  providence  of  God,  in  over- 
luiing  their  wicked  condud  for  great  good. 

Ye  thought  evil,  agamft  me.  Your  intention  was  to 
deftroy  me  ;  but  God  meant  it  unto  good.  He  purpofed 
by  tiiis  very  adion  of  yours,  to  accomplifh  a  wife  end. 
Y  haL  it  was,  you  now  fee  ;  to  fave  much  people  alive  $ 
to  prevent  the  difmal  effeas  of  famine  in  Egypt,  and 
relieve  you  and  the  family  from  fore  diftrefs.— Thus, 
\Wi.w  ne  holds  up  their  guilt  to  view,  he  fuggefts  an 
argument  of  comfort,  and  direds  them  to  a  proper 
improvement.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  though 
Jofeph  fuggefted  this  fame  argument  when  he  firft 
difeovered  himfelf  to  his  brethren,  yet  he  kept  any 
charge  againft  them  out  of  fight ;  becaufe  he  would 
not  then  add  to  their  fevere  remorfe.  He  then  gently 
and  kinaly  faid,  God  did  fend  me  before  you  to  preferve 
life.  It  was  not  you  that fent  me  hither ,  but  God '* 


The  words  of  the  text  cannot  be  better  illuftrated 
than  by  a  relation  of  the  principal  ciycumftances  of 
jofeph  s  life  ;  m  doing  which,  there  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  remarking  alfo,  the  diftingui/hing  parts  of 

*  Gem  zlv,  5—8, 
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his  character.  The  facred  hiftorian  in  giving  us  fo 
fully  the  life  of  Jofeph,  has  rendered  the  hiftory  of 
the  Jewifh  nation  more  perfeft  and  intelligible  ;  an<l 
at  the  fame  time  exhibited  to  us  a  bright  example 
of  many  virtues. 

The  great  affection  which  Jacob  bore  to  Jofepu 
excited  envy  andjealoufy  in  his  brethren.  It-  would 
appear  too,  that  Jofeph  had  accufed  fome  of  them  to 
their  father,  of  improper  conduct;  but  what  provoked 
them  mod,  was  his  relation  of  certain  dreams,  betoken¬ 
ing  his  future  and  fuperior  greatnefs.  He  dl  earned 
that  while  he  and  his  brethren  were  binding  fheaves  in 
the  field,  his  fheaf  arofe  and  flood  upright,  and  their 
fheaves  flood  around  and  made  obeifance  to  it.  He 
dreamed  again,  that  the  fun  and  the  moon  and  the 
eleven  flats  made  obeifance  to  him.  xhefc  ureamsj 
which  he  told  in  the  opennefs  of  his  heart,  were  plain 
indications  of  his  advancement  above  his  brethren;  they 
were  fo  underftood  by  them,  and  occafioncd  an  iiic- 
concileable  hatred  againfl  him.  They  called  him  in 
derifion,  the  dreamer. 

About  this  time  Jofeph  was  fent  on  a  vifit  to  his 
brethren,  who,  except  Benjamin,  were  feeding  their 
flocks  at  Shechem.  This  was  the  place  where  they 
had  fome  time  before  taken  cruel  revenge  on  the  inho 


\ 


bitants;  and  on  this  account  Jacob  was  felicitous  left 
fome  combination  fhould  be  formed  againft  his  fons, 
and  fent  Jofeph  in  order  that  he  might  be  made 
acquainted  with  their  condition.  Jofeph  did  not  find 
them  at  Shechem  as  he  expefted ;  and  being  informed 
by  a  perfon  whom  he  met,  that  they  had  removed  to 
a  place  called  Dothan,  he  direfted  his  courfe  thither. 
His  brethren,  who  only  waited  a  favorable  opportu¬ 
nity  to  (how  their  hatred,  when  they  faw  him  ap- 
preaching,  took  the  horrid  and  unnatural  refolution, 
firft  to  flay  him,  and  then  pretend  that  he  had  been 
devoured  by  a  wild  beaft.  The  execution  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  Reuben,  the  eldeft  brother,  who  perfuaded 
them  not  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  his  blood,  but  to 
tlnow  him  into  a  pit,  which  was  near;  his  defign 
being,  when  he  had  an  opportunity,  to  take  him  up, 
and  convey  him  privately  back  to  his  father.  Accord- 
mgly,  when  Jofeph  came  up,  they  took  and  ftript  him 
of  his  coat  of  many  colours,  threw  him  into  this  pit  or 
well,  which  had  no  water  in  it,  and  then  fat  down  to 
eat  and  refrefh  themfelves. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  efpied  a  company  of  Ifh* 
maelites  and  others,  merchant-men,  who  were  carrying' 
fpicery  from  Mount  Gilead  into  Egypt.  Upon  this 
Judah  propofed  to  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  that  they 
fhould  fell  Jofeph  \  and  particularly  urged  as  an  argu 
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ment,  that  if  they  flew  him,  no  piofit  would,  anfe  , 
befides,  that  the  adion  was  barbarous  and  unnatural. 
To  this  propofal  they  agreed,  and  having  drawn  Jofeph 
out  of  the  pit,  they  fold  him  for  twenty  pieces  of  filver 
to  the  Ifhmaelites,  who  carried  him  into  Egypt,  and 
fold  him  again  unto  Potiphar,  an  officer  of  Pharaoh* 
and  captain  of  the  guard.  Reuben  it  feem,s  was  not 
prefent  at  this  lad  tranfadion  of  his  brethren  ;  for  re¬ 
turning  to  the  pit,  he  was  greatly  affeded  at  not 
finding  Jofeph,  and  probably  concluded  at  fil'd,  that 
they  had  executed  their  purpofe  of  murder  ;  or  at 
lead,  he  was  grieved  at  being  difappointed  in  his  d$- 
hgn  of  fending  Jofeph  back  to  his  father*. 

All  they  now  thought  of  was  how  to  conceal  their 
wickednefs,  by  inventing  fome  plaufible  dory.  For 
this  purpofe  they  hilled  a  kid,  dipped  Jofeph’s  coat 
which  they  had  retained,  in  the  blood,  and  fent  it  to 
their  father;  leaving  him  to  conjedure,  what  had  be¬ 
come  of  his  fon.  He  readily  and  naturally  conjedu- 
red,  as  they  intended,  that  a  . ravenous  wild  bead  had 
devoured  him.  Gruel- men  1  Who  while  they  conspi¬ 
red  againd  the  life  of  a  brother,  feemed  determined 
with  the  fame  blow,  to  break  their  aged  father’s  hearty 
by  fending  him,  indead  of  his  beloved  child,  the  caa£ 
rolled  in  blood  l 

u 
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In  this  part  of  the  hiftory,  we  may  remark  the 
wonderful  providence  of  God.  We  cannot  doubt  that 
the  dreams  which  Jcfeph  had,  were  fent  for  a  wife 
end,  and  encouraged  him  in  all  his  adverfity  ;  and  yet 
the  relation  of  them  at  firft  ftirred  the  envy  and  malice 
of  his  brethren.  Inftead  of  keeping  his  thoughts  to 
himfelf,  it  was  fo  ordered  that  he  revealed  them.  By 
this,  indeed,  he  might  have  indicated  a  decree  of 
youthful  indiferetion  and  vanity,  but  it  fnows  him,  at 
tne  fame  time,  to  have  been  of  an  unfufpicious 
temper.  Innocent  himfelf,  he  did  not  eafily  harbour 
diilrufhul  thoughts  of  others. 

n  Reuben’s  charader  was  not  good;  and  yet  we 
fee  that  in  this  cafe,  he  adied  the  mod:  upright  and 
tender  part.  Providence  ufed  him  as  an  inilrument  to 
f«\e  Joieph  s  life.  Ana  to  remark  no  more  atprefent, 
how  providential  was  it,  that  his  brethren  fhould  have 
removed  to  Dothan  ;  that  he  fhould  have  wandered  in 
the  field  fo  as  to  arrive  at  thejunaure,  when  the  mer¬ 
chant-men  pa{fed  this  way;  and  that  they  fiiould  carry 
him  into  Egypt,  the  feene  of  all  his  future  greatnefs 
and  glory?  If  e Jhall fee ,  faid  his  brethren,  what  will 
become  of  his  dreams .  While  they  meant  to  defeat 
them  all,  they  prepared  the  way  for  their  accomplifli- 
ment.  While  they  fought  againfi:  God,  they  promo¬ 
ted  his  purpofes.  Let  us  follow  Jofeph  into  Egypt, 
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From  the  time  that  he  entered  into  the  fervice 
of  Potiphar,  he  behaved  with  fuch  wifdom,  pru¬ 
dence  and  fidelity,  as  to  gain  his  entire  confidence. 
He  was  foon  made  deward,  or  overfeer.  No  words 
can  more  drongly  exprefs  the  unlimited  trull  which 
his  mailer  repofed  in  him,  than  thefe  :  He  knew  not 
ought  he  had ,  fave  the  Iread  which  he  did  eat.*  That 
houlhold  is  favored,  in  which  is  fuch  a  fervant.  Hu¬ 
man  life,  however,  is  feldorn  unirorm;  it  is  a  mixed 
feene  of  profperity  and  adverfity.  P  he  peace  of  the 
family  was  broken,  and  Jofeph’s  happinefs  interrupted 
by  a  lingular  adventure,  but  which,  like  all  the  red, 
contributed  in  the  end  to  his  Hill  greater  advancement. 
The  dory  of  his  miilrefs  is  fo  well  known,  that  it 
need  not  be  particularly  related.  The  facred  hido- 
rian  informs  us,  that  Jofeph  was  a  goodly  perfony  and 
well-favoured.  Pie  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  at  this 
time,  about  twenty-feven  years  old.  His  youth  and 
the  beauty  of  his  perfon,  added  to  manners  peculiarly 
fweet  and  engaging,  kindled  a  criminal  flame  in  the 
bread  of  this  unhappy  woman.  How  often  does 
beauty  prove  a  fnare  to  the  pofieffor,  and  a  tempta- 
lion  to  others!  His  anfwerto  her  folicitation,  is  wor¬ 
thy  our  particular  notice,  as  containing  the  chaded, 
the  nobled  and  the  mod  difintereded  fentiments.  He 
refufed ,  and faid  unto  his  majlcr’s  wife,  behold }  my  mafic? 

*  Gen,  xxx ix,  6» 
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■woltet/j  not  what  is  with  me  in  the  houfe,  and  he  hath 
committed  att  that  he  hath  to  my  hand.  There  is  none 
greater  m  this  houfe  than  I,  neither  hath  he  kept  back  any 
thug  from  me,  but  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  his  wife ;  how 
then  can  I  do  this  great  wickednefs  and fm  againfl  God?* 
Notwithflanding  this  juft  and  pious  remonllrance,  ffie 
indulged  the  irregular  paffion,  until  at  length  throwing 
afide  the  delicacy  of  her  fex,  on  a  certain  occafion,  he 
had  no  other  ivay  to  efeape,  than  by  tearing  himfelf 
from  her,  leaving  his  garment  or  cloak  behind.  She, 
highly  enraged  for  her  defpifed  love,  and  perhaps,’ 
fearing  that  Jofeph  would  accufe  her,  immediately 
determined  to  effect,  if  poffible,  his  deflation.  Her 
love  was  turned  into  fury,  and  vented  itfelf  in  bitter 
accufations  and  reproaches.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  by 
the  time  her  huffand  came  home,  (he  had  planned  her 
ftory,  and  to  make  it  the  more  plaufible,  produced 
Jofeph ’s  garment,  as  an  evidence  of  violence  intended 
againfl  her.  Potiphar,  wrought  up  to  jealoufy  and 
rage  by  this  ilrange  tale  of  his  wife,  ordered  Jofeph 
inftantly  into  pnfon — Such  is  the  account  given  of 
this  woman  ;  guilty  in  cherifhing  an  improper  paffion, 
and  Hill  more  fo,  by  her  malicious  defamation  ;  an 
example,  we  believe  rarely  to  be  found.  Thofe  who 
are  difpofed  to  call  indiferiminate  cenfure,  only  betray 

the  bafenefs  of  their  own  hearts,  and  manifeil  that 
*  Gen,  xxxix,  3. 
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they  have  converfed  with  the  moft  worthlefs  of  the 
fex  ;  for  in  general  they  are  patterns  of  conjugal 

fidelity  and  affection. 

In  the  whole  of  this  tranfadion,  how  amiable  does 
the  charader  of  Jofeph  appear  !  He  w<is  aduated  by 
a  fincere  regard  to  the  honor  of  his  mailer)  and  to  the 
law  of  his  God.  His  condud  was  truly  heroic.  He 
obtained  the  greateft  of  all  vidories,  a  vidory  over 

himfelf. 

When  he  was  in  prifon,  his  upright,  wife,  and 
obliging  behaviour,  gained  him  the  fame  confidence 
with  the  keeper,  that  he  had  before  obtained  with 
Potiphar.  During  his  confinement,  Pharaoh,  the  king 
of  Egypt,  put  two  of  his  officers,  the  chief  butler 
and  the  chief  baker  into  the  fame  place.  Each  of  thefe 
in  the  fame  night  dreamed  a  dream,  which  gave  them 
great  uneafinefs.  Jofeph  obfervmg  them  in  the  morning 
to  loohfadly ,  enquired  into  the  occafion,  and  requefting 
them  to  relate  their  dreams,  informed  them  that  lie  was 
endued  with  divine  wifdom  to  interpret  them,  i  he  one 
he  interpreted  to  fignify  a  reftoration  to  the  favor  of  the 
king,  and  the  other  an  ignominious  death  ;  all  which 
was  ftridly  fulfilled.  Jofeph  requefied  of  the  butler, 
that  when  reftored,  he  would  remember  him,  mention 
hisfituation  to  the  king,  and  endeavour  to  procure  his 
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enlargement ;  for  that  he  had  been  dolen  from  his 
native  land,  and  now  buffered  unjubly.  But,  as  it 
tuo  often  happens,  the  butler,,  when  in  profperity, 
forgot  the  bufferings  of  him,  who  had  been  his  fellow- 
priioner,  and  the  obligations  he  owed, 

> 

Concerning  dreams,  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
though  mod  of  them  are  wholly  the  illudons  of  fancy, 
yet  God  formerly  did,  and  may  dill  reveal  by  them, 
fut ui e  e\ents ;  and  though  there  has  been  in  every  age 
a  great  deal  of  fuperditious  regard  paid  to  dreams,  and 
pretended  interpretations,  yet  this  does  not  hinder 
then  genumenexs  in  many  caies.  Revelations  of  this 
kind  mild  always  have  in  view  fome  objecd  of  import¬ 
ance,  and  worthy  of  God.  The  delign  mud  likewise 
be  attended  with  a  degree  of  certainty,  ot'herwife  they 
can  be  of  no  ufe,  The  dreams  of  thefe  officers  feem  to 
have  been  oidered  on  purpofe  to  introduce  Jofeph  to 
the  notice  of  the  king,  who,  two  years  after,  had  a 
very  remarkable  one,  and  which  was  intended  in  pro¬ 
vidence  for  a  great  and  benevolent  purpofe. 

None  of  the  magicians  and  wife  men  could  give  any 
fatisfadlory  interpretation.  The  butler  now  became 
fenfible  of  his  ingratitude  to  Jofeph,  recollected  the 
circumdances  which  happened  when  in  prifon,  and 
told  them  to  the  king.  Jofeph,  as  foon  as  he  could 
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be  put  into  a  proper  condition,  was  by  order  of  the 
king,  brought  into  his  prefence.  He  related  his 
dream.  Jofeph  declaimed  all  the  arts  then  praaifed 
to  interpret  dreams,  and  declared  that  whatever  gift  he 
pofTeffed  in  this  way*  was  from  God,  and  that  to  him 
belonged  the  glory.  It  is  not  in  me  ;  Godfhall  give  P ha - 
rctoh  an  answer  of  peace.*  Not  to  be  particular  in  men¬ 
tioning  the  circumftances  cf  the  dream,  which  are  well 
known,  it  was  interpreted  by  Jofeph,  as  foretelling  that 
there  fhould  be  feven  years  of  great  plenty  in  the  land 
of  Egypt,  followed  by  feven  years  of  famine.  The 
fame  fpirit  which  interpreted  the  dream,  gave  Pharaoh 
a  moll  falutary  advice,  to  gather  and  lay  lip  the  food 
of  the  good  years,  in  (lore,  againd  the  feven  years 
of  famine.  Pharaoh,  highly  pleafed  with  the  interpre¬ 
tation,  and  with  the  uncommon  wifdom  and  prudence 
which  appeared  in  Jofeph,  judged  him  the  only  proper 
perfon  to  fuperintend  this  bufmefs,  and  accordingly 
he  conftituted  him  his  vice-roy  or  deputy  over  the  land 
of  Egypt.  The  power  with  which  Jofeph  was  intruded 
is  well  expreffed  in  thefe  words  of  Pharaoh  to  him  s 
Only  in  the  throne ,  will  1  be  greater  than  thou.\  Pie 
changed  his  name  to  Zaphnath-paaneah,  which  digni¬ 
fies  prime  minijler ,  or  revealer  cf  fecrcts ,  as  it  is  mod 
generally  interpreted  j  and  to  attach  him  the  more 
*  xli,  x6o  |  Gen,  xli.  40, 
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clofely  to  the  interefts  of  the  kingdom,  he  formed 
a  connection  for  him  in  marriage  with  a  noble  family. 

I 

Joseph  was  now  thirty  years  old;  an  age,  when 
perhaps,  the  ftrength  of  body  and  the  powers  of  mind 
are  in  greateft  perfection ,  when  the  impetuofity  of 
youth  is  retrained  by  experience,  and  its  vivacity 
tempered  with  wifdom.  The  noble  qualities  with 
which  he  was  endowed,  were  now  difplayed  to  view. 

Like  the  fun  after  being  covered  with  clouds,  he 
feemed  to  ihine  the  more  bright. 

Who  can  help  remarking  the  Angular  providence 
of  God  in  all  thefe  events !  Potiphar  when  he  call  him 
into  pnfon,  might  have  put  him  to  death,  had  not  his 
heart  been  foftened,  or  his  hand  reftrained.  Though 
the  butler  forgot  him,  yet  it  was  wifely  f0  ordered. 
He  thought  of  him  at  the  very  moment,  when  he 
could  perform  an  elTential  fervice  for  him.  Befides,  the 
difappointments  and  fufferings  of  Jofeph,  prepared 
him  for  his  future  profperity.  His  head  would  have 
grown  giddy,  had  he  fooner  rode  in  a  chariot ;  but 
now  he  had  learned  the  vanity  of  earthly  things,  and 
humility  was  acded  to  all  his  other  graces.  He  began 
his  caieer  with  more  difcretion  and  fobriety  than 
molt  men  end  theirs,  and  was  wifer  at  thirty,  than  ' 
others  at  fixty, 
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The  famine  which  followed  the  years  of  plenty,  was 
felt  not  only  in  Egypt,  but  in  other  countries.  It  is 
faid  to  have  been  over  all  the  face  of  the  earth  *  As 
foon  as  it  was  known  that  provifions  had  been  ftored 
in  Egypt,  they  came  from  all  countries  to  buy,  and 
among  others  came  the  ten  fons  of  Jacob,  and  the 
brethren  of  Jofeph.  The  dream  of  the  (heaves  making 
obeifance,  was  now  fulfilled,  for  his  brethren  bowed 
down  themfelves  before  him ,  with  their  faces  to  the  earth . 
He  knew  them ,  but  they  knew  not  him.\ 

Omitting  a  particular  account  of  his  conduct  to¬ 
wards  them  ;  his  putting  them  into  prifon  for  a  time  ; 
his  binding  Simeon  and  detaining  him,  when  he  fent 
the  others  away;  his  infilling  that  they  fhould  bring 
Benjamin  down  ;  his  rcfioring  their  money;  his  put¬ 
ting  his  cup,  on  a  certain  occafion,  into  Benjamin's 
fack;  all  which  feemed  rough  treatment  to  them,  and 
to  his  aged  father;  it  need  only  be  remarked,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  Jofeph  afled  not  from  cruelty  or  revenge,  but 
deligned  to  bring  his  brethren  to  a  fenfe  of  their  crime, 
try  their  difpofition,  and  prepare  them  for  a  difcovery 
of  himfelf.  While  he  thus  treated  them,  he  was  obli¬ 
ged  often  to  withdraw’,  and  weep.  While  his  counte¬ 
nance  was  ftern,  and  his  words  rough,  his  heart  melted 

*  Gen.  xli.  56.  f  Gen.  xlii  6 — 8 
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Within  him.  The  circumftances  which  attended 
Jofeph  s  difcover  y  of  himfielf  to  his  brethren,  you  may 
read  in  the  forty-fifth  chapter  of  Genefis,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  fifteenth  verfe.  Never  was  a  more 
affetling  dory,  nor  one  better  told-*  That  perfon  is 
\  oid  of  all  ti  ue  tafie  and  lenhoility,  whofe  .heart  is  not 
touched  with  this  tender  fcene*  How  amiable  does 
Jofeph  appear,  as  a  fon,  a  friend,  and  a  brother ! 
The  fird  minifter  of  Egypt  forgets  not  his  father’s 
houfe !  He  feels  and  acknowledges  the  tender  ties  of 
nature  !  To  fuch  a  heart,  who  would  not  with  to  be 
united  !  A  heart  arrived  at  the  fublime  of  humanity! 

The  red  of  his  hidory  may  be  comprifed  in  a  few 
words.  Having  brought  his  father  and  brethren  down 
into  Egpyt,  he  continued  to  treat  them  with  uninter¬ 
mitted  tendernefs  and  affeflion*  When  he  was  about 

i .  '  ^ 

to  die,  he  foretold  that  God  would  bring  them  out  of 
that  land;  and  took  an  oath  of  the  children  of  I  fra  el* 
that  they  (hould  carry  up  his  bones  from  thence.  He 
died,  being  an  hundred  and  ten  years  old,  and  was 
embalmed.  When  Mofes  delivered  the  Ifraelites  from 
their  davery  in  Egypt,  the  body  of  Jofeph  was  carried 
kway  and  buried  near  Shechem,  in  the  field  which 
Jacob  had  given  him  as  his  particular  inheritance* 
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The  character  of  Jofeph  fimfhes  the  patriaichal 

j xge. How  far  the  fpecimens.  already  exhibited,  ha\e 

been  acceptable  and  edifying,  I  do  not  certainly  know; 
but  they  have  colt  me  fome  pains  to  colleCt  and  arrange 
them;  perhaps  more  than  difcourfes  ofKanothci  natme. 
Many  characters  hill  rife  to  our  view.  With  fome  of 
thefe,  I  may  hereafter  occafionally'prefent  you;  not 
confidering  myfelf  as  under  obligation  to  perfoi  m  this 
regularly,  or  in  that  order  which  they  hand  in  fcnp- 
ture ;  there  being  no  infeparable  connection  ;  but  each 
charaCter  making  a  perfeCt  whole.  At  prefen t  I  fhall 
conclude  with  fome  reflections  on  the  one  before  us. 


/ 


First,  We  learn  how  myherious  are  the  ways  of 
divine  Providence !  Tf  his  is  fo  principal  a  thing  on  this 
fubjeCt,  and  of  fo  great  importance,  as  fhould  fie- 
quently  call  our  attention.  It  is  a  pleafing  and  profit¬ 
able  exercife  to  trace  the  dealings  of  God  with  our- 
felves  and  others.  It  affords  a  continual  fource  of 
wonder  and  praife.  God  accomplifhes  his  purpofes 
by  ways  far  beyond  the  comprehenfion,  and  contrary 
to  the  expectations  of  his  creatures.  T.  he  Pfalmih,  in 
celebrating  the  wonderful  works  of  God,  fays,  Thy 
way  is  in  the  fea ,  and  thy  path  in  the  great  waters ,  and 
thy  footjleps  are  not  known  *  The  ways  of  God  are 


myherious,  in  his  works  both  of  nature  and  of  grace  ; 


*  Pfaim  lxxvii.  1 9. 
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in  his  government  of  the  world,  and  in  his  redemption 
offinners  ;  in  his  dealings  with  particular  nations  and 
focieties,  and  with  individuals.  There  is  a  conneaion 
and  a  fubferviency  of  one  part  to  another  ;  a  wheel 
within  a  wheel ;  all  forming  one  intricate,  certain,  and 
pcrfed  plan,  which  none  but  the  infinite  mind  can 
guide  and  comprehend.  We  fee  light  often  arifing  from 
apparent  darknefs ;  order  from  confufion  ;  and  good 
from  evil.  On  a  review  of  our  pall  lives  we  will  find  that 
God  has  led  us  in  ways  which  we  thought  not  of;  and 
what,  at  the  time,  we  deemed  our  greatefl  affliaion, 
wrought  in  the  end  for  our  real  benefit.  We  ihould 
therefore,  carefully  mark  the  difpenfations  of  God,  as 
difplaying  his  infinite  wiidom  and  goodnefs,  calling 
forth  cur  praife,  and  encouraging  our  trull  in  him. 

Secondly,  The  hillory  of  Jofeph,  affords  an  in- 
fli naive  lelfon  to  thofe  who  are  young,  and  entering 
upon  the  world.  It  teaches  them  not  to  defpair  of 
fuccefs,  however  low  and  affliaive  their  circumflances 
are.  If  virtuous,  induftrious  and  prudent,  they  may 
hope  for  the  bleffing  of  God.  Seejl  thou  a  man,  dill - 
^nt  in  his  lufinefs  ;  he  JhallJland  before  kings  ;  he  flail 
notjland  before  mean  men.* 

*  Prov,  xx.  29. 


CHARACTER.  OF  JOSEPH.  125 

Joseph  was  hated  of  his  brethren  ;  fold  as  a  flave 
into  aftrange  country;  there  unjuflly  accufed  and  call 
into  prifon  ;  without  fortune  or  friends;  and  yet  by  a 
wife  and  perfevering  conduft  he  rofe  into  great  emi* 
nence  and  ufefulnefs.  He  was  at  firft  fold  for  twenty 
pieces  of  filver,  but  when  he  lay  in  fetters  in  Egypt, 
few  perhaps  would  have  valued  him  at  one  ;  yet  this 
was  the  man  in  whom  the  fpirit  of  God  was,  and  who 
became  a  blefiing  to  many  nations,. 


There  is  fomething,  in  examples  of  this  kind,, 
which  highly  pleafes  and  interefts  us.  We  are  not  fur- 
prized  to  fee  one  advanced  with  every  wordly  interefl 
to  fupport  him  ;  but  we  glory  in  the  man  who  is  raifed 
by  his  merit  alone,  and  whofe  life  is  a  conflant  fcene 
of  ufefulnefs.  It  is  true  that  time  and  chance  happen 
to  all  men  ;  or,  that  our  affairs  are  all  under  the  direc- 
of  Providence  ;  but  in  the  ufe -of  lawful  endeavours, 
we  may  and  ought  to  hope  for  fuccefs  ;  at  lead,  that 
we  fhall  fill  fome  fphere  with  reputation  among  men2, 
and  the  approbation  of  God, 


Thirdly,  We  behold  in  Jofeph  the  power  of  reli¬ 
gion.  He  endured  adverfity,  and  what  is  flill  greater, 
he  endured  profperity.  He  was  incorrupted  amidft 
thofe  fceoes,  which  prove  fo  fatal  to  many.  In  this*. 
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view  he  is  a  noble  example  for  imitation.  In  Jacob 
we  faw  religion  /hining  in  the  cottage  and  the  field ; 
in  Jofeph  we  fee  it  amidft  all  the  gay  and  fplendid 
fcenes  of  a  court.  It  exerts  its  influence  in  every  fla- 
t ion  of  life.  This  was  his  greateft  ornament.  Much 
f  o  be  pitied  is  the  man,  who  becomes  intoxicated  with 
the  honors  and  pleafures  of  this  world  ;  and  to  be  con¬ 
temned  is  he,  who  for  thefe  negledts  the  duties  of  reli¬ 
gion.  Be  a  fibred,  my  brethren,  that  to  fear  God  and 
keep  his  commandments,  is  the  high  eft  glory  of  any 
character,  and  the  only  road  to  happinefs. 


Fourthly,  Allow  me  to  turn  your  attention  to 
jofeph  in  one  other  view ;  as  a  type  of  the  Lordjefus 
Lhrift.  Without  being  particular  here,  fuffice  it  to  fay 
that  as  Jofeph  was  greatly  abafed,  fo  was  Chrift,  even 
unto  death  ;  that  as  Jofeph  was  afterwards  exalted,  fo 
was  Chrift,  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  that  as  Jofeph 
preferved  the  lives  of  his  brethren,  and  received  and 
treated  them  kindly,  fo  Chrift  faves  from  eternal  mi- 
fery  all  who  believe  on  him — To  him  then,  O  perilh- 
ing  frnners,  you  muft  apply.  He  will  forgive  all  your 
pail  offences,  and  bellow  on  you  an  unfpeakable  hap¬ 
pinefs.  Negledt  not  the  precious  feafon  of  grace;  but 
return  unto  the  Lord. — Let  thofe  who  have  .experien¬ 
ced  the  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs  of  Chrift,  ftiow  their 
gratitude,  by  devoting  their  lives  to  his  fervice,  He 
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hath  already  done  much  for  you*  He  hath  gone  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you  ;  and  he  will  come  again  and  re» 
*  you  unto  himfclf,  that  'where  he  is,  there  ye  may  he 
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SERMON  VIII. 


birth  and  education  or 

MOSES. 

1 

P  reached  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Charity  School. 


Exodus  ii.  10. 

And  the  child  grew,  and Jbe  brought  him  unto  Pharaoh's  daughter ,  and 
be  became  her  fan.  And Jhe  called  hi,  name  Moses  ;  and  Jhefaid, 
Because  I  drew  him  out  of  the  water. 

IN  fearching  fora  fubjeft  of difcourfe,  none  feemed 
to  promife  more  inflrudlion,  and  to  be  more  fuit- 
able  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  than  that  I  have  now 
read.  We  are  about  to  contribute  to  the  benevolent 
defign  of  educating  poor  children,  and  perhaps,  no  in- 
fiance  found  in  the  facred  records  can  afford  us  greater 
encouragement  in  this  undertaking  than  the  hiflory  of 
Moses.  I  cannot  promife  you  that  the  execution  will 
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be  worthy  of  the  fubjeft,  or  will  anfwer  your  expec¬ 
tations  ;  but  you  may  be  allured  that  my  heart  is  anxi- 
ouily  defirous  of  fuccefs. 

I  SHALL  firft,  give  you  the  hiftory  of  the  circum- 
flances  which  attended  the  birth  and  education  of 
Mofes,  as  related  in  fcripture,  and  particularly  in  this 
chapter;  and  then  make  fome  reflexions  naturally 

anfing  from  the  hiftory,  and  fuitable  to  the  prefent 
occafion. 

Moses  was  born  in  Egypt,  in  the  year  of  the  world 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty  three  ;  in  the 
period  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  held  in  grie“ 
vous  bondage  by  Pharaoh,  the  king  of  that  country. 
His  parents  were  Amram  and  Jochebed,  both  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  and  related  to  each  other  before  mar- 
riage.  Before  his  birth  they  had  two  children  ;  a 
daughter  named  Miriam,  and  a  fon  named  Aaron. 
Miriam  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  about  live  or  fix  years 
elder  than  Aaron,  and  Aaron  was  three  years  elder 
than  Mofes.  Previous  to  the  birth  of  Mofes,  Pharaoh 
had  iffued  a  cruel  ediX,  that  every  male  child  born  of 
the  Ifraelites  fhould  be  call  into  the  river.  The  reafon 
given  for  this  was,  left  they  fhould  become  more  and 
hlghtier*  than  the  Egyptians;  and  in  cafe  of  an  inva- 


*  Exod.  i,  9.  10, 


fion,  fliould  join  with  the  enemies,  overthrow  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  recover  their  liberty.  At  firlt,  the  king 
fought  by  the  mod  fevere  and  unintermitted  fervitude 
to  break  their  fpirits  }  but  finding  that  they  dill  prof- 
pered,  he  determined  on  this  lad  and  more  fummary 
way  of  proceeding,  by  dedroying  all  the  males.  In  the 
very  time  of  the  execution  of  this  barbarous  decree, 
Mofes  was  born  ;  and  though  parents  are  generally 
pleafed  with  their  own  children,  and  apt  to  imagine 
them  endowed  with  amiable  qualities,  yet  in  this 
child  there  really  appeared  fomething  more  than  com- 
monly  fair  and  beautiful.  He  is  laid  to  have  been  a 
goodly  child.  The  Apodle,  in  fpeaking  of  him,  calls 

him  a  proper,*  or  comely  child  $  and  Stephen  fays,  that 
he  was  exceeding  fair.\  Phe  perfon  of  Mofes,  indeed, 
is  celebrated  both  by  Jewilh  and  Heathen  writers  for 
extraordinary  elegance  of  form.  This,  as  well  as  natu¬ 
ral  affection  would  induce  the  parents  to  endeavor  his 
prefervation  $  and  accordingly  they  concealed  him  in 
their  own  houfe  for  three  months.  It  is  probable  alfo, 
that  they  had  a  perfuafion,  that  this  child  would,  in 
time,  effe£l  the  deliverance  of  their  nation.  Jewifh 
hiftorians  afiert,  that  this  was  revealed  to  them  ;  and 
that  they  had  fuch  a  foreknowledge,  feems,  at  leak, 
intimated  by  thefe  words  of  the  Apoftle,  By  fahb  Mo¬ 
fes  ,  when  he  zv as  horriywas  hid  three  months  of  his 

*  He b.  %u  23.  f  A&s  vii.  20, 
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rents,  and  they  were  not  afraid  of  the  king's  command¬ 
ment.  *  Though  the  decree  was  vigilantly  and  carefully 
executed,  yet  they  believed,  that  this  child  would  be 

preferved  to  accompliih  fome  great  defign. 

\ 

When  they  could  no  longer  hide  him  without  the 
gieateft  hazard  and  difficulty,  they  refolved  to  expofe 
him,  truftin g  him  wholly  to  the  care  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence.  Whether  in  this,  their  faith  wavered,  or  they 
adled  the  moll  rational  part,  it  is  certain,  that  the 
event  was  favorable  beyond  any  expectation.  They 
might  have  reafoned  thus;  “  Dwelling,  as  we  do, 
among  the  Egyptians,  we  cannot  always  elude  the 
fearch  and  enquiry  of  the  king’s  officers,  and  there  is 
no  hope  of  faving  our  child;  but  if  we  put  him  away 
from  us,  iu  cannot  be  certainly  known  to  whom  he 
belongs,  and  fome  one  may  take  him  up  ;  God  will 
not  fuffer  him  to  be  loll,  unlefs  we  be  greatly  deceived 
in  onr  expectations  concerning  him/’ 

They  accordingly  made  an  Ark>  or  fmall  vefiel  of 
bulrulhes,  of  which  the  Egyptians  ufed  to  make  light 
boats ;  and  having  fecured  it  well  againU  the  water 
with  dime  and  pitch,  they  put  the  child  into  it,  car* 
ried  it  down  to  the  fide  of  the  river  Nile,  and  laid  it 
among  the  flags,  Solemn  and  filent,  no  doubt,  they 


*  Heb.  xi.  33, 
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were,  as  if  they  had  carried  their  dear  boy  to  his  long 
home.  They  did  not  however,  then  relinquilh  their 
care.  The  filler  Miriam,  either  by  order  of  her  pa¬ 
rents,  or  moved  by  her  own  tendernefs,  withdrew  to 
fuch  a  diftance  as  to  avoid  fufpicion,  and  there  waited 
to  fee  the  fate  of  her  little  brother. 

This  tranfa&ion  is  not  unlike  what  is  related,  after 
the  late  conqueft  of  Zettin  by  the  Auftrians,  to  have 
been  done  by  the  Turks.  Being  conftrained  in  their 
flight  to  abandon  a  great  number  of  children,  they 
faftened  round  the  necks'of  thefe  little  unfortunates, 
a  note,  on  which  was  written  as  follows ;  “  May  the 
“  God  of  mercy  infpire  with  pity,  thofe  into  whofe 
“  hands  this  innocent  child  may  fall.  Praife  and  glory 
“  to  thee,  all-merciful  God  :  Thou  haft  formed  mail 
«  for  life.  Wherefore  doft  thou  fuffer  thy  children  to 
“  deftroy  each  other  ?  Ah  !  miferable  orphan  l  aban- 
“  doned  by  the  authors  of  thy  exiftence — God  alone 
ie  can  be  thy  guide  and  thy  prote&or,” 

Say,  ye  yearning  mothers,  what  anxiety,  what 
fufpence,  what  fears,  as  to  the  propriety  of  her  own 
conduct,  did  Jochebed  at  this  moment  feel !  Her 
goodly  child  expofed  and  helplefs  !  Some  cruel  hand 
may  foon  call  him  into  the  river,  or  he  may  be  wafted 
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away  by  the  flood,  or  he  will  perifh  with  hunger!— 
Come  hither  all,  and  behold  an  over-ruling  provi- 
dence  in  the  furp riling  deliverance  which  followed. 

At  this  jwi&ure*  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  as  a 
wife  and  merciful  God  was  pleafed  to  order  it,  came 
»down  with  her  maidens  to  bathe  ;  an  exercife  necef* 
fary  and  pleafant  in  all  warm  climates  like  that  of 
Egypt.  Palling  along  the  river’s  fide,  the  daughter  of 
Pharaoh  fpied  the  ark  or  chell  among  the  flags,  and 
lent  one  of  her  maidens  to  fetch  it.  On  opening  it,  flic 
was  11  ruck  with  the  beauty  and  cries  of  the  infant,  and 
immediately  fufpe&ed  it  to  be  one  of  the  Hebrews 
children.  This  fhe  would  naturally  do  from  the  cir- 
cumftances  in  which  it  was  found,  as  well  as  from  the 
fairnefs  of  the  complexion,  which  fhewed  it  not  to  be 
of  Egyptian  parents.  What  curiofity*  what  conjee* 
ture,  what  remarks,  may  we  fuppofe  this  incident  gave 
rife  to,  in  the  female  circle.1- — What  a  fine  child  !— 
He  flarves  with  hunger  !- — Poor  babe,  how  he  weeps  ! 
The  Princefs  herfelf,  moved  with  companion,  refolved, 
notwithflanding  the  orders  of  her  father,  to  fave  him-* 
Miriam  who  had  now  approached  near,  afked,  if  fine 
fliould  find  one  of  the  Hebrew  women  for  a  nurfe,  and 
having  obtained  permiflion,  die  went  and  called  her 
own  and  the  child’s  mother.  To  her  he  was  delivered 
with  the  promife  of  wages*  She  once  more  clafped 
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|he  child  to  her  bofom,  and  had  no  longer  occanon  to 
conceal  him.  Flow  different  the  feelings  of  the  pa¬ 
rents  now,  and  when  they  left  the  aik  at  the  nvei  . 
they  return  with  triumph.  They  learn  to  truff  111 
God.  If  before  they  believed,  that  this  child  was  born 
for  the  nobleft  purpofes,  now  their  faith  is  confirmed.. 

The  child  grew  $  and  at  a  certain  age,  piobably 
when  he  was  fit  to  be  weaned,  the  mother  brought  him 
unto  Pharaolds  daughter ,  and  (lie  folemnly  and  publicly 
adopted  him  for  her  own  fon.  She  gave  him  the  name 
of  Mofesy  which  fignifies  drawn  out ;  defigning  there¬ 
by  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  fituation  in  which 
fne  had  found  him.  Whatever  name  his  parents  might 
have  given  him,  hlofes  foon  became  the  mofi  iamous,. 
and  by  this  name  only,  is  he  known  in  the  facied.. 
writings. 

No  particular  account  can  be  given  of  his  education 
farther  than  we  muff  believe,  that  it  was  the  belt  which 
that  age  and  country  afforded.  In  Egypt,  at  this 
time,  the  arts  and  fciences  fiourifiied  more  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  While  his  parents  took  care 
early  to  inform  him  of  his  parentage,  and  imbue  his 
mind  with  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  the  prin- 
cefs  fpared  neither  pains  nor  colt  to  furnith  him  with 
all  human  learning.  As  foon  as  his  capacity  would 
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admit,  he  went  to  fchool  ;  had  the  inftru&ion  of  the 
moll  approved  mailers  5  and  made  uncommon  profi¬ 
ciency  in  his  ftudies.  We  are  allured  by  the  highefl 
authority,  that  he  was  learned  in  all  the  wifdom  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  was  mighty  in  words  and  in  deeds.*  He 
continued  at  the  court,  and  was  its  greateft  ornament, 
till  he  was  full  forty  years  old ,  when  the  Lord  commen¬ 
ced,  by  this  his  fervant,  a  feene  of  wonders,  which 
mull  altonilh  the  world  to  the  lateft  ages. 

I  could  here  almolt  pronounce  an  eulogium  on 
Ihaiaohs  daughter,  for  her  kind  afliftance  to  this 
poor  out-call ,  for  fnatching  him  from  a  watery  gravej 
it  maybe,  from  the  jaws  of  fome  devouring  crocodile  y 
and  for  providing  him  with  the  means  of  education. 
Jofephus  tells  us,  that  her  name  was  Thermutis  ;  that 
fie  was  the  only  child  of  her  father  ;  and  being  herfelf 
chddlefs,  that  Mofes  was  defigned  for  a  fucceffor  to 
the  throne.  She,  no  doubt,  had  her  reward.  It  muft 
have  been  no  fmall  fatisfadlion  to  fee  her  pains  fo  well 
bellowed  ;  to  be  complimented  on  the  beauty  and  ge¬ 
nius  of  her  fon  ;  and  as  often  as  Ihe  faw  him,  it  mull 
have  occurred  with  rapture  to  her  mind,  “  I  drew  this 
fine  boy  out  of  the  water.” — This  charitable  a&ion, 
O  Thermutis,  gave  thee  more  joy  than  all  the  gay 

pleafures  of  a  court  j  added  more  charms  to  thy  perfon 
*  Ads  vii. 
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than  the  fparkling  eyes,  the  curling  trefies,  or  all  the 
jewels  which  can  duller  iu  the  bofom.  Though  thou 
hadlt  no  child  of  thine  own,  yet  by  educating  this 
fmgle  one,  the  fon  of  a  Have,  thou  didft  perform  greater 
fervice  to  mankind,  than  thou  wouldft  have  done, 
hadll  thou  been  the  fruitful  mother  of  a  numerous  off- 
fpring. — Detradl  not  from  her  merit,  by  faying,  that 
flie  was  wholly  guided  by  her  feelings  ;  for  what  is 
human  nature  deftitute  of  thefe,  but  a  cold  and  (tony 
mafs  ?  We  will  cheerfully  help  you,  in  aferibing  the 
fupreme  glory  to  God  ;  but  we  will  alfo  ftrew  flowers 
in  the  way  of  Pharaoh?s  daughter,  whenever  Hie  walks 
with  her  maidens  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  She 
was  honored  of  God,  in  being  the  preferver  of  his 
fervant  Mafes*. 

It  is  time  to  turn  our  attention  to  fome  reflections 
Naturally  arifing  from  this  hiftory,  and  fuitable  to  the 
prefent  occalion. — -Many  ufeful  reflections  arife  from 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  hiftory  ;  and  particularly,  it 
might  be  profitable  to.  point  out  the  refemblance  be¬ 
tween  the  circumftances  which  attended  the  early  years 
of  Mofes,  and  thofe  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil,  of 
whom. he  was  a  very  eminent  and  remarkable  type.. 
But  omitting  thefe,  it  is  to  the  prefent  purpofe  to 
remark,, 

N  *, 


*3*  '  BIRTH  AND 

First,  That  whenever  God  In  his  providence  de¬ 
signs  to  effect  fome  great  revolution,  he  raifes  up  and 
qualifies  inftruments  for  the  work.  A  flight  acquain¬ 
tance  with  hiftory  is  fuflicient  to  convince  us  of  this 
truth.  Inftances  need  not  be  produced,  when  the 
one  before  us  fpeaks  fo  loud.  Juft  fuch  a  man  as  Mofes, 
remarkable  for  his  meekncfs,  difintereftednefs  and  per¬ 
severance,  was  neceflary  to  deliver  the  children  of 
Ifiael,  and  conduct  them  in  their  tedious  marches 
through  the  wildernefs.  God  ufually  works  by  means, 
and  he  does  not  multiply  miracles  unneceffarily.  Were 
former  ages  indeed  filent,  the  late  revolution  in  our 
own  country  muft  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  the  remark  ; 
efpecially  when  we  have  at  this  day,  fo  great  and 
living  an  example. 

Secondly,  Many  of  thofe  whom  God  hath  raifed 

m 

to  the  higheft  honor  and  ufefulnefs  have  been  taken 
from  the  humble  walks  of  life.  How  great  the  con¬ 
trail  between  Mofes  in  the  marlhy  weeds,  and  Mofes 
leading  the  people  of  Ifrael  through  the  red  fea! 
The  Lord  chofe  David  alfo  his  fervant ,  and  took  him 
from  the  Jheep  folds  :  From  following  the  ewes  great  with 
young ,  he  brought  him  to  feed  Jacob  his  people ,  and 
Jfrael  his  inheritance .*  .  Here  too  it  is  needlefs  to  bur¬ 
den  you  with  examples.  Your  own  obfervation  and 

*  Pfalm  Ixxyiii.  70.  71, 
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acquaintance  with  human  affairs  will  eafily  fuppiy 

them. 

/ 

The  divine  portion  of  genius  is  diffufed  equally 
among  the  poor  and  the  rich ;  and  requires  only  mean* 
to  draw  it  forth.  The  difparity  arifes  not  from  the 
want  of  gifts,  but  from  education  and  other  circum- 
ftances.  Who  has  not  feen,  in  the  untutored  croud, 
evidences  of  real  ingenuity  ?  Who  does  not  believe 
that  the  Indian  who  traverfes  the  wilds  of  America, 
and  knows  no  other  joys  than  the  chace  and  his  pipe, 
has  as  good  blood  as  a  Caefar  or  a  Trajan  ?  Man,  by 
nature,  is  like  a  flab  of  marble  juft  taken  from  the 
quarry ;  and  5tis  education  which  gives  the  ufc,  the 

form,  and  the  polifh. 

In  the  celebrated  Elegy  of  Gray,  “  written  in  a 
country  church-yard,5 5  thefe  lines  have  been  always 
admired  for  the  juft  fentiment,  and  the  ftne  ftram  of 
poetry  : 

«  Perhaps  in  this  negle&ed  fpot  is  laid 
“  Some  heart  once  pregnant  with  celeftial  fire  ; 

«  Elands,  that  the  rod  of  empire  might  have  fway’d, 
Or  wak’d  to  ecftacy  the  living  lyre# 
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But  knowledge  to  their  eyes  her  ample  page, 

Rich  with  the  fpoils  of  time  did  ne’er  unroll • 

“  Chill  penury  reprefs’d  their  noble  rage, 

And  froze  the  genial  current  of  the  foul. 

Full  many  a  gem  of  pureft  ray  ferene, 

1  he  dark  unfathom’d  caves  of  ocean  bear  • 

Full  many  a  flower  is  born  to  blu/h  unfeen, 

“  And  wafte  its  fweetnefs  on  the  defart  air.F 

It  is  of  the  utmofl:  importance  to  cultivate  thefe 
latent  fparks  of  genius,  and  turn  them  to  the  benefit 
of  iociety.  There  are  none  but  who,  by  diligence  and 
perfeverance,  under  the  blefling  of  God,  may  fill  the 
highefi:  places  of  honor  and  truft;  particularly  in  this 
country,  where  property  is  fo  equally  diftributed; 
where  birth  and  titles  give  no  pre-eminence;  and 
where  merit  alone  has  the  furefi:  claim— This  brings, 
me  to  remark. 


In  the  lafb  place,  That  the  mflitution  of  charity® 
fchools,  is  highly  and  extenfively  ufeful.  In  this  way 
inftruftion  is  conveyed  to  the  children  of  the  poor, 
which  they  would  not  otherwife  enjoy.  We  can  ex¬ 
tend  no  greater  kindnefs  to  them  ;  we,  prevent  their 
own  mifeiy  and  ruin;  and  we  render,  at  the  fame  time;, 
an  eflential  fervice  to  the  community.  How  much 


EDUCATION  OF  MOSES.  141 

more  encouraging  to  afllH  the  young,  in  prcpaiing 
them  for  ufefulnefs;  affording  them  the  means  of 
helping  themfelves  hereafter,  than  to  throw  our  cha¬ 
rity  at  thofe  grown  old  in  ignorance  and  vice  ! — The 
more  true  knowledge  can  be  diffufed  among  all  ranks, 
the  more  true  happinefs,  the  more  fafe  is  liberty,  and 
the  more  likely  will  men  be  to  embrace  the  holy  reli¬ 
gion  of  our  bleffed  Saviour.  It  is  the  boafl  of  America 
that  her  citizens  are  enlightened  and  free.  Uhe  only 
way  to  keep  them  fuch,  is  by  rendering  the  means  of 
education  general  and  attainable  by  all.  Learning  is 
the  moft  effectual  balance  againft  great  wealth  and 
power  j  and  it  is  of  lingular  advantage,  that  it  per¬ 
vade  the  lower  claffes  of  the  people.  Leaven  this 

lump,  and  you  prevent  ambitious  and  defigning  men 

/ 

from  caufmg  undue  fermentations  in  church  or  Hate. 
Tyranny  and  fuperftition  are  fupported  by  gloomy  ig¬ 
norance.  Thefe,  whenever  the  divine  ray  of  know¬ 
ledge  illuminates  the  corners  of  the  earth,  will  flee, 
like  Satan,  “  with  the  fhades  of  night.” 

This  city,  Famous  for  its  many  charitable  inflitu- 

% 

tions,  has  not  been  forgetful  of  that  concerning  which 
I  nowfpeak.  Who  has  not  read  with  pleafure.  the 
accounts  publifhed  by  a  filler  church,  year  after  year? 
Who  does  not  wilh  them  profperity  and  fuccefs  ?  Who 
would  not  emulate  their  virtuous  deeds,  and  be  fellow- 
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workers  with  them  ?  This  would  be  a  noble  ft  rife,  and 
worthy  the  chriftian  name. 

The  charity-fchool  under  the  care  of  this  church 
Is  Indeed,  yet  In  Its  Infancy.  We  have  juft  drawn  the 
children  from  th ejlags  ;  and  we  need  much  the  bounty 
of  fome  one  like  Pharaoh’s  daughter.  We  have  begun 
with  thirty;  but  their  number Ihall be  increafed  as  foort 
as  you  afford  the  ability.  We  are  not  afhamed  either  of 
their  appearance,  or  their  proficiency  in  learning. 
They  have  done  well  for  the  time.  There  may  be, 
even  in  this  fmall  number,  fome  of  the  future  divines 
and  ftatefmen  of  America ;  and,  if  they  fhould  not 

rife  to  this  eminence,  we  truft,  they  will  make  ufefuk 

citizens  and  honell  men. 

* 

More  than  enough  has  been  now  faid  to  fiiow  the. 
propriety  or  tneie  chanties,  and  the  encouragement 
"  we  have  to  proceed  in  the  advancement  of  them. 
It  is  unneceffary  to  go  about  to  prove  what  is  fo  plain, 
and  what  every  one’s  feelings  alone  mult  didtate.  Nor 
can  it  be  expedted,  that  by  fome  fecret  magic,  your 
money  is  to  be  allured  from  you.  No  ;  I  addrefs  vou 
as  men,  as  citizens,  and  as  chriilians.  I  tell  you 
plainly,  that  we  have  need  of  what  you  can  eafily 
fpare,  and  ought  freely  to  give  ;  that  it  Ihall  be  faith- 
fully  applied  for  one  of  the  molt  laudable  purpofes  in 
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the  world.-— If  you  have  the  feelings  of  humanity, 
give.  If  you  are  patriots,  give.  If  you  arc  clnillians, 
give.  If  you  feekyour  own  fatisfa&ion,  give.  If 
you  would  be  bleffed  in  your  bafket  and  in  your  ilore, 
■give.  If  you  would  have  the  prayers  of  the  poor;  if 
you  would  be  pitied  yourfelves  when  in  diftrefs ;  and 
if  you  would  obtain  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  in  a 
dying  hour,  open  your  hearts  and  your  hands  to  the fc 
little  ones.  They  are  brought  to  your  door  this  even¬ 
ing,  and  will  you  fhut  it  againfc  them  ?  They  aic 
harmlefs  ilrangers,  call  into  a  difficult  and  enfnaring 
world,  and  if  you  refufe  to  affilt  them,  they  may  wan¬ 
der  into  the  paths  of  mifery  and  ruin.  They  afk  not 
to  continue  upon  your  bounty  ;  but  that  you  who  are 
experienced  m  the  world,  and  who  have  it  in  }  our 
power,  would  be  pleafed  for  ChrilVs  fake  to  diie£t 
them,  and  teach  them  to  live  to  God,  to  then 
country-,  and  to  themselyes. 


And  now,  brethren,  having  pled  the  caufe  of  the 
poor  and  innocent,  hear  my  bell  wifh  for  us  all ;  it  is, 
that  God  would  always  give  us  an  inclination  to  do 
good  according  to  our  ability  ;  that  he  would  graci- 
oufly  pardon  and  accept  us  for  the  merits  01  the  bleffed 
Redeemer ;  and  prepare  us  for fulnefs  of joy ,  and  plea* 
fores  for  evermore . 


SERMON  IX, 

CHARACTER  OF  MOSES, 


Numbers  xii.  3. 


N  a  former  occafion,  the  birth  ana  education  ol 


Mofes  were  particularly  treated.  I  proceed  now 
to  confider  the  difcnguifhing  trait  in  his  chara&er,  and 
that  is  his  meeknefs .  This  properly  falls  under  tnat 
mode  of  preaching  which  has,  now  and  then,  been 
attempted  for  your  inftruclion. 


However  Mofes  might  be  celebrated  a$  learned 
and  wife,  as  an  able  (latefman,  a  difinterelled  pati io'u, 
and  a  fuccefsful  leader;  yet  his  meeknefs  is  mentioned 


as  that  quality  of  mind  for  which  he  was  unrivalled, 
j Mofes  was  very  meek ,  above  all  the  ifien  which  were 
tip  on  the  face  of  the  earth , 
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Though  he  was  the  writer  of  this  hiflory,  yet  we 
are  not  to  apprehend,  that  this  commendation  of  him- 
ielf  proceeded  from  oflentation  or  vain-glory.  He 
wrote  by  infpiration  of  God ;  and  this  teflimony  is  to 
be  confide  red  as  divine.  It  v/as  no  more  than  what 

ivas  due  to  his  own  character  when  afperfed  ;  and  we 
find  the  great  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  commending 
himfelf  in  like  circumftances.  In  oppofition  to  the 
calumny  of  his  enemies,  he  mentions  the  gracious  ma¬ 
id  fellatio  ns  which  lie  had  enjoyed  from  God,  his  great 
and  conftant  labours  in  the  miniflry,  and  fays,  I  am  be - 
cv me  a  fool  in  glorying  ;  ye  have  compelled  me  :  for  / 
ought  to  have  been  commended  of  you  ;  for  in  nothing  am 
I  behind  the  very  chief ef  apofles ,  though  I  be  nothing . % 
Humility,  and  a  proper  regard  to  character,  are  per¬ 
fectly  confident. 

It  is  an  evidence  of  the  truth  and  impartiality  of 
Moles,  that  he  relates  his  own  faults  and  thofe  of  his 
nation.  In  the  prefent  inflance,  he  hides  not  the 
faults  of  his  own  family,  whatever  difcredit  might  arife 
from  them.  Perhaps  a  fear  of  reproach  has  prevent¬ 
ed  Jofephus,  the  Jewifh  hiftorian,  from  recording  the 
quarrel  of  Miriam  and  Aaron  with  Mofes  ;  which,  as 
we  learn  from  the  firfl  verfe  of  this  chapter,  occafion- 

ed  the  commendation  in  the  text.  And  Miriam  and 

*  %  Cor,  xii.  iio 


CHARACTER  01  - 

Aaron, fpale  againfl  Mofes,  becavfe  of  the  Ethiopian  wo¬ 
man  whom  he  had  married  :  for  he  had  married  an  Ethi¬ 
opian  woman.  The  generality  of  interpreters  fuppofe 
that  this  woman  was  Zipporah,  the  daughter  of  Jethro, 
whom  Mofes  had  married,  long  before  tins,  m  the 
land  of  Midian.  She  is  called  an  Ethiopian,  or,  in  the 
original,  a  Cufhite.  Cuflt  and  Midian,  if  not  ufed  as 
fynonymous,  bordered  on  each  other,  and  lay  eaftward 
of  the  Red-fea  in  Arabia.  The  only  difficulty  is,  why 
they  ffiould,  after  fuch  a  length  of  time,  abufe  him  for 

his  marriage. 


As  Miriam  was  the  chief  aggreffor,  fo  it  is  not  im¬ 
probable  that  the  difference  originated  between  her  and 
Zipporah  ;  in  which  Aaron  became  at  laft  engaged. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  beginning  of  the  quar¬ 
rel,  reflections  were  caff  upon  Mofes  ;  and  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  marriage  was  only  a  pre¬ 
text,  and  that  envy  and  jealoufy  were  at  the  founda¬ 
tion.  They  faw  the  honor  which  God  conferred  upon 
Mofes,  and  his  influence  with  the  people;  they  faw 
him,  by  the  advice  of  his  father-in-law,  and  without 
confulting  them,  appoint  judges  to  afliff  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  they  found  their  own  authority  and  repu¬ 
tation  leffened.  Thefe  things  excited  their  jealoufy ; 
but  not  daring  to  make  a  direCf  attack  on  Mofes,  o y 
wifhing  to  conceal  the  true  caufe  01  their  refentment, 
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they  fpeak  againft  him  as  having  difgraced  his  family, 
and  done  what  was  odious  in  the  fight  of  the  nation, 
by  entering  into  fuch  an  alliance.  They  might  have 
fuppofed  alfo,  tnat  he  was  too  much  fwayed  in  his 
conduX  by  her  connexions,  and  treated  his  own  with 
difiegard.  The  fpring  of  their  conduX  appears  plain 
enough  from  the  fecond  verfe  :  And  they  [aid,  Hath 
the  Lord  indeed fpoken  only  hy  Mofes  P  Hath  he  not  fpoken 
aljo  hy  us  P  “  Are  not  we  prophets  as  well  as  he  ? 
“  What  pretenfions  then  has  he  to  all  the  power,  and 
ts  to  fet  up  other  rulers  independent  of  us  ?”  This 
was  their  language  ;  and  it  was  the  more  dangerous 
as  coming  from  fuch  charaXers,  and  from  perfons  fo 
nearly  related  to  Mofes.  When  his  own  brother  and 
filler  make  oppofition  to  him,  how  likely  was  it  to  in- 
feX  the  ambitious  and  rebellious  fpirits  throughout  the 
camp  ?  Having  the  appearance  of  a  perfonal  quarrel, 
he  Ihowed  no  refentment ;  but  God,  who  knew  their 
hearts,  feverely  punilhed  their  mutinous  difpofition, 
and  vindicated  the  honor  of  his  fervant. 

What  is  farther  intended,  is  to  defcribe  the  quality 
of  meeknefs,  and  illuftrate  it  in  the  charaXer  of  Mofes. 
This  fubjeX  will  appear  very  important  and  ufeful,  if 
we  confider  that  meeknefs  is  one  of  the  fruits  which 
the  holy  Spirit  works  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  ;  that 
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it  is  often  recommended  in  fcripture  ;  and  promotes 
our  peace  and  liappinefs  in  the  woild. 

Meekness  fignifies  mildnefs,  or  gentlenefs  of  tern- 
per,  and  is  a  frame  of  fpirit  not  difpofed  to  wrath,  even 
when  provoked  by  injuries.  It  docs  not  imply  a  want 
either  of  fenfibility,  or  noblenefs  of  mind.  Thefe  may 
be  united  with  the  greatefl  meeknefs  ;  and  certainly 
were  fo  in  the  character  before  us.  N01  docs  it  ex¬ 
clude  anger  on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  degree. 
We  read,  in  feveral  places,  of  Mofes  being  angry.  We 
read  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  who  was  tne  pattei  n  oi  ail 
perfection,  looking  round  about  on  the  Pnariiees  with 
anger.*  But,  the  man  who  is  meek,  is, 

Fi  rst,  Not  angry  except  on  juft  cccafions.  1  {leis¬ 
ure  fuch  as  deferve  and  call  for  his  refentment.  Be  ye 
angry  >  fays  the  apoftle,  and  fin  not  ;f  the  meaning  of 
which  is,  avoid  fmful  anger ;  or,  fee  that  when  you 
are  angry,  the  circumllances  will  juftify  you.  1  lie 

t 

paffions  implanted  in  our  nature,  are  deligned  for  wife 
purpofes  ;  but  fmce  our  fall,  they  are  become  disor¬ 
dered,  and  apt  to  be  exerted  ou  improper  objeCts. 
The  evil  confifts  not  in  their  exercife,  but  in  their  ir-. 
regular  indulgence.  Thus,  for  a  man  to  be  angry  at 
irrational  creatures,  at  certain  advene  circumftanccs 

*  Mark  iii.  5.  t  Ephef.iv.A6* 
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or  difappointments,  which  have  befallen  him,  and  at 
thofe  perfons  who  were  the  innocent  caufe  of  them,  is 
highly  improper.  Thefe  are  not  objeds  which  war¬ 
rant  his  refentment.  Cain  was  very  wroth ,  becaufe 
the  Lord  had  refped  unto  his  brother’s  offering  and  not 
to  his  ;  Balaam’s  anger  was  kindled ,  becaufe  his  afs 
fell  down  under  him  ;  and  Jonah  was  angry  even  unto 
death,  becaufe  a  worm  fmote  his  gourd  that  it  wither¬ 


ed.  All  thefe  were  guilty  of  finful  anger. 


When  we  examine  the  occafions  on  which  Mofes 
was  angry,  we  find  them  great  and  important.  When 
fome  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  contrary  to  exprefs  di- 


iedion,  left  of  the  manna  until  the  morning,  and  it 
Ired  worms  andjlank,  we  are  told  that  UPofes  was  wroth 


with  them .  Cheir  condud  juftified  his  refentment ; 
becaufe  it  fhowed  diftrufl  in  the  providence  of  God  to 
make  daily  provifion  for  them.  He  was  wroth  becaufe 


they  difhonored  God  and  injured  themfelves  by  their 
diiobedience.  Why  did  his  anger  wax  hot  when  they 
made  them  a  molten  calf  and  worfhipped  it,  but  be- 


caufe  they  robbed  the  true  God  of  his  glory  ?  This 
appears  from  thefe  words  of  his  to  Aaron;  What  did 


1 


this  people  unto  thee,  that  thou  hajl  hj  ought  fo  great  a  fin 
upon  them  P*  And  alfo  by  his  words  afterward  to  the 
people;  Mofes  faid  unto  the  people,  ye  have  finned  a  great 


*  Exod.  xxxii.  31, 
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fn:  and  now  I  -will  go  up  unto  the  Lord-,  per  adventure 
JJhall  male  an  atonement  for  your  fin.  And  Mofes  re¬ 
turned  unto  the  Lord,  and /aid,  Oh,  this  people  have  fin- ^ 
tied  a  great  fin,  and  have  made  them  gods  of  gold .+  Why 
was  he  angry  -with  Eleavar  and  Jthamar,  the  fans  of 
Aaron,  but  becaufe  they  had  not  eaten  the  fn-ojfermg  in 
the  holy  place,  agreeably  to  the  law  ?  It  Is  to  be  remarked 
too  in  this  inllance,  that  when  Aaron  offered  an  excufe 
which  feemed  reafonable,  oral  leaft  was  fome  mitiga¬ 
tion  of  his  fault,  Mofes  was  fatisfied.  His  anger  fub- 
fided  wdren  the  caufe  w-as  removed.  Why  was  he  very 
wroth  with  Dathan  and  Aliram,  the  fans  of  Eliab,  but 
becaufe  they  blafphemed  and  provoked  God,  by  their 
infichous  and  mutinous  fpeeches . 

In  fliort,  in  every  inftance  in  which  we  read  of  his 
being  angry  except  one,  which  will  be  mentioned  in  its 
proper  place,  the  occafion  was  juft.  God  was  difhonored 
and  offended,  and  his  fervant  did  well  to  be  angry.  I  he 
people  were  punifhed  in  the  divine  difpleafure  for  thefe 
things,  for  which  Mofes  was  angry  ;  and  we  learn 
from  his  example,  that  the  great  caufe  of  our  indig¬ 
nation  ought  to  be  fin  ;  that  we  ought  to  be  ftirred 
with  jealoufy  when  the  fervice  and  glory  oi  God  are 

concerned. 

f  Exod.  xxxii.  30.  31; 


v  a 


EC0NDLV’  The  man  is  moderate  even  in  that 
refentment  which  is  lawful.  It  does  not  take  the 

afcendancy  over  his  reafon,  or  rife  to  an  exceffive  de¬ 
gree.  It  does  not  vent  itfelf  in  indecent  expreffions 
and  extravagant  actions.  How  often  are  men  feen 
tramported  beyond  themfelves,  incapable  of  di 
redmg  their  words  or  conduct,  and  feem  under  the 
influence  of  a  temporary  madnefs  !  This  is  far  remo¬ 
ved  from  the  fpirit  of  meefcnefs,  which  gives  a  man 
domnnon  over  himfelf,  and  fuifers  him  to  hearken  to 
the  dictates  of  wifdom  and  prudence. 


;  When  Mofes  c  aft  the  talks  out  of  his  hands,  and  Irak 
them  beneath  the  mount,  it  would  feem,  at  firft  view,  an 
act  of  rafh  anger,  or  a  Tally  of  paffion.  There  is  fuf- 
flcient  reafon,  however,  to  think,  that  greatly  as  he 
mull  have  been  moved,  he  did  not  lofe  felf-command, 
and  that  he  brake  the  tables  by  divine  impulfe  ;  partly 
to  punilh  the  people  for  their  idolatry,  and  partly  to 
ftow  by  this  fignificant  fign,  that  the  covenant  be¬ 
tween  God  and  them  was  broken  by  their  fin,  and 
not  to  be  renewed  without  bitter  repentance.  He 
had  been  informed  by  the  Lord  of  the  tranfaftion  of 

the  people  before  he  left  the  mount,  and  had  earneftly 

interceded  for  them  ;  and  therefore,  he  was  not  now 
tc.,i.en  unawares.  Befides,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
fo  foon  after  his  converfe  with  God,  and  the  exefeife 
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of  holy  afFeAlons,  he  Arnold  fall  Into  rage,  and  behave 
contrary  to  his  ufual  charafter.  As  the  circumftances 
warranted  his  Indignation,  fo  he  maintained  the  com- 
pofure  and  dignity  of  his  mind. 

In  the  third  place,  The  meek  man  Is  a&uated  by 
proper  motives.  To  this  we  mull  carefully  attend  on 
this  fubjeft,  for  it  dlftingulthes  true  meeknefs  from  a 
temper  naturally  eafy  and  mild.  That  feme  by  their 
very  conflitution  are  not  much  Inclined  to  angry  paffi- 
ons  is  certain  ;  and  good  nature  wherever  found  is  no 
defpicable  quality.  It  renders  perfons  happy  m  them- 
felves  and  agreeable  to  others.  Mofes,  no  doubt,  was 
fuchanone,  diftina  from  the  influence  of  grace;  and 
to  this,  his  manner  of  life  had  greatly  contributed. 
After  he  fled  from  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  he  fpent 
forty  years  in  a  retired  and  phflofophic  life. 

To  human  wifdom  it  would  appear,  tm.t  he  womd 
have  been  fit  ter  in  earlier  days  for  the  arduous  enter- 
prife  of  delivering  the  children  of  Ifrael  from  their 
flavery.  It  feems  indeed,  that  he  had  thought  fo  him- 
felf,  and  had  revolved  in  his  mind  the  mighty  work  ; 
for  the  facred  hillorian  informs  us,  that  when  he  was  full 
forty  years  old,  it  came  into  his  heart  to  vifit  his  Irethren, 
the  children  of  Ifrael.  And  feeing  one  of  them  fuffer  wrong, 
he  defended  him,  and  avenged  him  that  was  otfreffed,  and 
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fmcte  the  Egyptian :  For  he  fuppofed  hh  brethren  would 
have  underjlood,  how  that  God  by  his  hand  would  deliver 
them;  but  they  underjlood  not  *  The  time  was  not  yet 
come  ;  and  God  faw  meet  to  mature  Mofes  by  age 
and  experience.  At  forty  he  might  have  been  more 
aftive  and  enterprifing,  but  at  eighty  he  was  more  wife 
and  patient.  By  fo  long  a  continuance  in  Midian, 
engaged  in  the  paftoral  life,  he  had  difmilfed  all  ambi¬ 
tious  views,  and  grown  fond  of  retirement  and  con¬ 
templation.  This  may  be  a  reafon,  befides  his  ex¬ 
treme  diffidence,  why  he  wifhed  to  be  excufed  from 
tne  undertaking.  The  caution,  the  timidity,  and  the 
averfion  to  noiiy  and  tumultuous  fee nes  natural  to  age 
b^gan  to  cieep  upon  him.  At  this  period,  rather 

than  at  any  other,  God  faw  him  the  fitted:  to  accom- 
plifh  his  deiigns. 

But,  though  Mofes,  by  nature,  was  mild,  and  this 
temper  was  nourilhed  and  ftrengthened  by  his  age  and 
manner  of  life,  yet  it  is  to  be  aferibed  to  more  noble 
principles.  Divine  grace  fubdued  the  inordinate  affec¬ 
tions  of  his  foul,  and  brought  him  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  religious  motives.-The  meek  man  ads  from 
a  regard  to  the  pardoning  love  of  God.  He  forgives, 
becaufe  he  has  been  forgiven.  Becaufe  God  loves  him, 
he  loves  his  brother.  The  law  which  enjoins  this,  is 
*  vii.  23— 25. 
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the  law  of  his  God,  and  which  he  knows  to  be  holy, 
jujl  and  good.  He  imitates  God,  who  Is  flow  to  anger, 
and  plenteous  in  mercy,  who  deals  not  with  men  after  their 
Jins,,  nor  rewards  them  according  to  their  iniquities.  Take 
rny  yoke  upon  you,  fays  the  compaffioaate  Redeemer,  and 
learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart.  '  I  he 
chriftian  Is  under  the  power  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel, 
and  copies  the  example  of  Chrift.  This,  as  has  been 
lkid,  Is  to  be  carefully  obferved,  otherwife  we  (hall 
miftake  the  workings  of  nature  for  the  gifts  of  grace  ; 
and -the  femblance  for  the  reality.  The  principle  from 
which  this  meeknefs  fprings,  and  the  motives  by  which 
It  is  guided,  are  the  great  things  which  evidence  its 
genuinenefs  and  fmcerity. 

Fourthly,  the  meek  man  Is  not  foon  angry.  He 
is  patient  and  forbearing.  He  is  not  like  flax  or  pow¬ 
der  which  kindles  at  the  flighted  touch,  but  rather 
like  green  wood  which  mull  be  long  blown,  before  you 
produce  a  flame  ;  or  like  a  flint  which  emits  no 
fparkles  ttnlefs  it  be  often  and  violently  ftruck.  1  his 
is  ver  ided  in  the  charadter  of  Mofes* 

When  we  confider  the  multitude  of  people  with 
Whom  he  had  to  deal,  not  an  army,  but. a  nation;  when 
we.  confider  their  untradlable  difpofition,  and  the 
flraits  to  which  they  were  reduced  j  their  frequent 
*  Matt.  xi.  29 1 
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murmuring*  and  rebellions,  and  the  great  length  of 
time  he  led  them,  how  admirable  does  his  meeknefs  ap- 
pear  !  How  juft  the  defcription  which  Jofephus  has 
gii'en  of  him  !  “  He  was,”  fays  he,  “  fo  great  a  maf- 
ter  of  his  paftions,  that  he  lived  as  though  he  had 
none  ;  or  as  if  he  knew  them  only  by  their  names, 
“  or  by  obferving  them  in  others,”  During  the  whole 
forty  years  he  led  this  rebellious  an'd  ftiff-ne^ked  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  wildernefs,  there  is  only  one  inftance  re¬ 
corded,  in  which  lie  was  not  meek,  and  by  which  he 
difpleafed  God.  This  was  at  bleribah  Eadelh,  where 
the  people  murmured  for  water,  and  where  taking 
his  rod,  he  fai d,  Rear  now,  p  rebels,  mujl  we  fetch  you 
water  out  of  this  rock  ?  and hefmote  the  rock  twice.*  On 
this  occafion  he  benaved  amifs,  either  by  irhpatience, 
or  by  diftrUft,  or  both  ;  and  God  teftified  his  dif- 
pleafure  by  declaring  that  Mofes  and  Aaron  fliould 
not  bring  the  congregation  into  the  land  of  Canaan. 
To  this  the  Pfalmili  refers,  when  he  fays,  They  anger- 

i  't 

ed  him  alfo  at  the  waters  ofjirife >  fo  that  it  went  ill  with 
Mofes  for  their  fakes;  heedafe  they provoked  his fpirit,fo 
that  he fpake  unadvifedly  with  his  lips.f  This  inftance 
fliowSj  that  though  he  was  meek  above  all  the  men  which 
were  upon  the  face  of  the  earthy  yet  he  was  hot  blarhelefs* 
No  other  man  in  his  fituation,  would  have  exhibited 
*  sx.  io,  ric  f  Pfalnx  evi,  3^  *3, 


. 

. 

- 
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the  fame  patience  and  forbearance,  under  fuch  multi¬ 
plied  provocations  j  and  even  he  fell  Ihort  of  perfection. 

As  the  meek  man  is  not  foon,  fo  neither  is  he  long 
angry.  He  is  Incapable  of  harbouring  in  his  bread 
the  defire  and  intention  of  revenge.  Anger ,  lays  Solo¬ 
mon,  refleth  in  thebofom  of  fools*  Meeknefs  will  difpofe 
to  remove,  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  caufe  of  offence,  and 
to  effect  a  reconciliation.  Let  not  the  fun,  fays  the 
A  pottle,  £0  down  upon  your  wrath. f  When  the  clinftian 
pays  his  evening  devotion,  he  ought  to  lijt  up  ho,j 
hands  without  wrath.  More  efpecially,  is  it  the  calc, 
that  in  all  injuries  merely  perfonal,  the  meek  man  -S 
not  foon  or  long  angry  ;  and  this  is, 

The  lad  obfervation,  I  fhall  make  in  deferring  the 
charader.  He  is  not  concerned  for  his  own  honor 
and  advantage  feparate  from  the  interePis  of  religion. 
This  is  evident  from  what  gave  rife  to  the  words  of 
the  text.  The- quarrel  of  Miriam  and  Aaron  was  par¬ 
ticularly  with  Mofes,  and  therefore,  he  took  no  notice 
of  it.  He  left  it  with  God  to  vindicate  his  eharader, 
and  frufltate  any  evil  confecjiience. 

Here  is  certainly  an  important  diltindlion.  Pei* 
fbnal  injuries  we  may  bear  ;  but,  when  the  glot  y  vf 
*  Eccl,  vii.  )»  f  Eph.  iv.  26. 
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God  13  in  queftion,  we  muft  not  be  filent.  In  the  latter 

tafe’  We  fee  Mofes  bold  as  a  lion  ;  but  in  the  former 
week  as  a  Iamb.  Indeed  the  honor  of  God  was 
tvounded  in  the  conduit  of  Miriam  and  Aaron  ;  be- 
caufe  they  fpokeagainft  one  who  held  a  public  ftation; 
and  therefore  we  find  that  God  fuffered  them  not  to 
go  unpum filed.  This  is  a  warning  to  fuch  as  make 
free  with  public  charafters.  As  far  as  they  leflen  them 
in  tne  eyes  of  the  people,  they  injure  their  ufefulnefs. 
It  is  difficult  to  fpeak  again  ft  their  failings,  without 
hurting  them  m  their  official  character;  nor  is  it  lefs 
difficult  for  official  men  themfelves  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  what  is  merely  perfonal  and  what  is  not.  This 
is  certain,  that  the  glory  of  God  is  the  chief  end 
which  all  ought  to  leek,  and  their  own  reputation  as 
fubordinate  ;  and  if  tbefe  are  Readily  purfued,  God 

flail  bring  forth  their  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  their 
judgment  as  the  noon-day. 

By  way  of  improvement  of  this  fubject,  I  remark 
as  before, 

First,  That  God  bellows  upon  perfons  fucb  gifts 
and  graces  as  qualify  them  for  the  work  they  are 
called  to  perform.  Who  does  not  fee  that  meeknefs 
was  neceffary  in  one  employed  in  fo  tedious  and  labo¬ 
rious  a  bufinefs,  as  leading  the  Ifraelites  in  their 
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marches  through  the  wildernefs?  That  on  this  account, 
this  grace  was  given  to  Mofes,  in  an  eminent  debtee  . 

Again,  as  Mofes  was  a  remarkable  type  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  many  other  things,  fo  alfo  in 
meeknefs.  To  point  out  thofe  things  in  him  which 
were  typical  of  Chrift,  would  alone  furnifh  matter 
fufficient  for  a  difcourfe.  Let  me  rather,  at  prefen t, 

Urge  you,  my  brethren,  to  feek  to  obtain  this 
fpirit  of  meeknefs.  Thofe  in  younger  life  ought  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  bring  their  pafiions  under  due  government. 
By  long  indulgence  they  grow  llubborn  and  unruly. 
Sudden  gulls  of  anger  are  often  excufed  on  account  of 
their  fhort  continuance.  It  is  common  to  fay,  that 
“  fuch  a  man  is  hafty,  but  his  anger  is  foon  over.” 
This,  however,  is  no  fuScient  excufe,  and  fuch  fud- 
*  den  and  frequent  Harts  make  a  man  miferable  in  him- 
felf  and  dangerous  to  others.  He  is  liable  to  fpcak 
and  do  wrong  things,  which  it  is  impofiibie  for  him, 
however  defirous,  to  repair.  This  is  the  angry  man , 
with  whom  Solomon  advifes  to  make  no  frtendjhip  ;  the 
furious  man  with  whom  he  fays,  thoujhalt  not  go.*'  Lm 
his  paroxifms  he  always  wound  your  feelings,  what 
avails  it  though  he  be  afterwards  prodigioufly  forry  l 

*  Prov.  xxii.  24. 
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Let  a  frefh  occafion  offer,  and  as  ufual,  he  eqjiah  fre . 

I  rands,  arrows  and  death . 

* 

T.vu's  reafon  and  conflant  attention  will  teach  you 
felf-command  ;  but  let  me  diredl  you  to  the  never  fail¬ 
ing  remedy,  the  grace  of  God.  Apply  to  the  merits  of 
tae  Saviour  for  the  pardon  of  your  fins,  and  to  his 
opint  to  fan £lify  your  natures.  Without  thefe  you  can- 
rot  obtain  falvation.  Depend  not  on  any  thing  you 
find  in  yourfelves.  The  bed:  natural  difpofition  and  the 
belt  works  are  not  meritorious  in  the  fight  of  God. 
i  rue  meexnefs  and  every  faving  grace  are  not  the 
fruit  of  cur  own  endeavours,  but  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ; 
?mi  therefore,  his  agency  you  mull  feek,  and  on  this 
rely. 

Meekness  might  be  recommended  to  you  by  itsfe- 
veral  advantages  in  this  world ;  fuch  as,  keeping  you 
from  the  attempts  of  the  injurious  ;  rendering  your 
reproofs  fuccefeful  ;  giving  you  felf-enjoyment,  and 
promoting  your  temporal  intereft.  Blejfed  are  the  meek , 
for  they  flail  inherit  the  earth  by  which  is  not  meant 
that  they  fhall  inherit  a  large  portion  of  earthly  things; 
but  that  they  fhalj  have  the  fureft  enjoyment  of  thefe*- 
as  far  as  they  are  needful  and  convenient ;  that  they 
fhall  enjoy  them  with  the  leafl  llrife  and  anxiety ; 

*  Matt.  v  5. 
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and  with  the  trued  fatisfa&ion  in  their  own  minds.  In 
fhort,  meeknefs  is  that  quality  which  makes  us  mod 
happy  in  ourfelves,  and  mod  acceptable  to  others. 

Let  me  conclude  with  exhortingbelievers  to  cultivate 
this  divine  temper.  Come  to  the  fulnefs  of  Chnd  and 
receive  grace  for  grace.  Hearken  to  the  words  of  the 
Apodle,  who  had  learned  of  Chnd,  and  in  his  name 
addreffes  you  ;  Put  on,  therefore,  ( as  the  eletl  of  God,  holy 
and  beloved )  bowels  of  mercies,  klndnefs,  humllenefs  of 
mind ,  meeknefs,  long  f offering  ;  forbearing  one  another,  and 
forgiving  one  another  ;  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  againfl 
any  :  even  as  Chrift forgave  you,  fo  alfo  do  ye* 

*  Col.  in.  12. 13* 
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history  and  character 

of  SAMSON. 


Judges  xiii.  24.  25. 


And  the  woman  hare  a  forty  and  called  his  name  Samson  :  and  the 
child  grew  y  and  the  Lord  biffed  him,  And  tree  SPIRIT  of  t..e 
IiORD  began  to  move  him  at  times  in  the  camp  of  Jdatiy  between 

a 

Zorab  and  EJhtaol. 


THOUGH  every  part  of  fcripture  is  not  equally 
effential,  yet  none  is  ufelefs  or  unneceffary- 
The  facred  hiftorian  fpends  no  lefs  than  four  chapters 
in  giving  the  life  of  Samson  ;  and  he  is  enrolled  by 
the  Apoftle  in  his  catalogue  of  ancient  worthies.  In 
prefenting  you  then  with  characters,  I  may  not  omit 
his,  for  it  is  written  as  well  as  the  others,  for  our  in- 
.  ftruCtion.  The  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence 
towards  him  were  various  and  remarkable  ;  no  man 
ever  lived  his  equal  in  bodily  ftrength,  and  of  whom 
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fuch  extraordinary  achievements  are  related.  He  was 
himfelf  an  army.  With  his  fingle  arm  he  fpread  de- 
drudhon  among  the  enemies  of  his  nation,  and  put 
hods  to  flight. 

He  lived  at  a  time  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  were 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Philiftines,  and  was  railed 
up  by  God  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  beginning  their 
deliverance.  He  was  one  of  thofe  fupreme  magiftrates, 
called  judges,  who  governed  that  people  after  the 
death  of  jofliua,  until  the  time  of  Saul,  their  firft  king, 
i  his  office  was  not  hereditary,  and  was  not  always  con¬ 
tinued  or  uninterrupted.  Though  the  authority  of 
judges  was  not  much  inferior  to  that  of  kings,  yet  they 
hau  no  i  e venues,  and  lived  without  pomp  or  (plendor, 
guards  or  equipage.  They  were  commonly  appointed 
by  God,  and  were  his  vice-gerents  ;  for  Pie  alone  was 
to  be  considered  as  forereign  of  the  nation.  Let  us 
fiiil  attend  to  a  brier  biflory  or  Sam  Ion  j  then,  to  fome 
que (lions  wmen  occur  *,  and  laitly,  to  fuch  improve¬ 
ment  as  the  whole  will  fugged. 

Samson  was  the  ion  of  Manoah,  of  the  tribe  of 
Dan.  His  mother  whofe  name  is  not  mentioned  in 
feripture,  having  no  children,  an  angel  appeared  to  her 
and  foretold  the  birth  of  a  fon,  givinghcr  at  the  fame 
time,  particular  direftions,  that  ike  fliculd  drink  no 
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vine,  nor  ftrong  drink,  nor  eat  any  unclean  thing  ;  to 
let  no  razor  come  upon  her  Con’s  head,  for  that  he 
fliould  be  a  Nazarite  unto  God  from  the  womb. 

Nazarites  were  perfons  who  brought  themfelves 
under  a  vow  of  obferving  a  more  than  ordinary  degree 

of  purity.  Befides  the  laws  already  mentioned,  they 

might  not  come  near  a  dead  body,  or  afliil  at  a  funeral. 
So  rigidly  W3S  this  obferved,  that  if  any  happened  to 
die  fuddenly  in  their  prefence,  they  began  the  whole 
ceremony  of  reparation  anew.  Samfon  according  to 
divine  order  was  confecrated  by  his  parents,  and  while 
the  vow  lulled  only  a  fhort  time  with  Come,  he  was  to 
continue  a  Nazarite  the  whole  term  of  his  life  ;  and  yet 
one  would  think  that,  by  reafon  of  his  frequent  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Philiftines,  and  the  (laughter  often 
made  among  them,  he  muft  have  been  exempted  by 
particular  difpenfation,  from  the  obfervance  of  fome  of 

the  rules. 

The  mother  of  Samfon  having  informed  her  huf- 
band  of  what  the  angel  had  told  her,  he  requefted  of 
God  another  vifit,  which  was  accordingly  granted, 
and  the  former  direaions  were  repeated.  Manoah 
then  took  a  kid  and  offered  it  in  facrince  to  the  Lord, 
who  teftified  his  acceptance  by  the  afeent  of  the  angel 
in  the  flame  of  the  altar. 
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As  die  angel  had  foretold,  the  woman  bare  a  fon, 
whom  fne  named  Samfon.  Very  early  in  life,  the  Spi- 
i  it.  of  ine  Lord  began  to  move  him  ;  to  infufe  into  his 
mind  heroic  thoughts,  and  enable  him  to  difplay  un¬ 
common  ftrength  and  courage.— Perhaps  it  is  not  go¬ 
ing  too  far  out  of  the  way  for  a  remark  to  %  here, 
ti’.at  ftrong  liquors  are  by  no  means  necelfary  to  the 
health  and  ftrength  of  the  body.  The  free  and  con- 
nant  ufe  of  them  weaken  and  deftroy.  Samfon 
quenched  his  thirft  with  pure  water,  and  where  was  the 


arm  nerved  like  his  ?  His  ftrength  indeed,  as  will  be 
afterward  feen,  was  miraculous ;  but  may  we  not  fup- 
po^e,  that  his  mode  of  life  was  beft  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  infer  that  plain  food  and  drink  make  the 
body  moft  active  and  vigorous  ?  It  is  a  miftake  too 
prevalent,  that  men  cannot  fuftain  hard  labour  without 
the  aid  of  diftiiled  fpirits.  Experience  might  teach 
that  thofe  who  abflain,  or  at  leaft  ufe  them  with  great 
moderation,  endure  fatigue  better,  are  more  free  from 
difeafes,  and  efcape  the  danger  of  contracting  the  per¬ 
nicious  and  deteftable  habit  of  intoxication. 


When  Samfon  was  come  to  mature  age,  he  was 
very  defirous  of  obtaining  for  a  wife,  the  daughter  of 
a  Pbiliftine  at  a  place  called  Timnath.  This  choice 
his  parents  did  not  approve,  but  wifhed  him  to  avoid  a 
connexion  with  idolaters  and  enemies,  and  to  marry 


among  his  own  people*  They  knew  not  that  this 
very  thing  would  introduce  a  quarrel  between  him 
and  the  Philiftines.  It  is  thought  that  Samfon  had 
fome  foreknowledge  that  this  marriage  would  eventu- 
ally  prove  of  advantage  to  his  nation,  and  that  this 
made  him  fo  anxious  to  accomplifh  it.  Get  her  for  me , 
faid  he,  for  fie  pleafeth  me  well  *  Though  matches 
are  generally  made  through  mutual  good  liking,  yet 
fomething  moie  than  the  gratification  of  his  fancy,  is 
exp  re  (fed  in  thefe  words,  if  we  confider  what  immedi¬ 
ately  follows  ;  He  fought  an  occafion  againjl  the  P  h'llifi 
tines ;  by  this  mean  he  hoped  for  opportunities  of 
checking  their  infolence  and  oppreilion.  But  in 
whatever  light  we  view  this,  and  other  parts  of  his 
conduct:,  we  mull  remark  and  admire  the  wifdom  of 
God,  in  over-ruling  every  event  for  the  fulfilment  of 
his  purpofes.  What  to  man  feems  calamitous,  is  often 
in  the  ertd  happy ;  yea,  out  of  the  word  actions,  he 
brings  great  good. 

These  indulgent  parents  contented  fo  far  as  to  go 
with  their  fon  and  treat  about  his  intended  marriage* 
On  the  way  he  gave  the  firft  inftance  that  is  recorded, 
of  his  amazing  agility  and  flrength*  Having  departed 
a  little  from  his  company,  a  lion,  young,  furious  and 

roaring,  was  ready  to  fpring  upon  him.  Though  he 
*  Chap  xiv.  3» 
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had  no  weapon  in  his  hand,  yet  he  received  tire  lion, 
and  rent  him,  with  as  much  eafe  as  if  it  had  been  a  kid. 

When  he  paffed  this  fame  way,  at  the  time 
pointed  to  celebrate  his  nuptials,  his  parents  being1 
again  with  him,  he  turned  afide  to  view  the  carcafe  cf 
the  lion,  which  he  found  dried  up,  and  a  fwarm  of  bees 
with  honey  in  the  fkeleton.  He  ate  of  the  honey,  and 
gave  fome  to  his  father  and  mother  :  but,  as  he  had 
not  before  informed  them  of  his  exploit  in  killinof  the 
lion,  fo  neither  did  he  now  inform  them  whence  he  had 
taken  the  honey.  Though  bees  are  known  to  avoid 
difagreeable  fmells  and  to  abftain  from  ftefh,  yet  if  we 
confidcr  that  nothing  remained  of  the  lion  but  dry 
bones,  it  will  not  feem  incredible  that  they  fettled  in 
his  ikull ;  efpecially  as  they  have  been  fometimes  found 
in  the  ikulls  and  tombs  of  men; 

On  this  circumftance,  Samfon  formed  the  riddle 
which  he  propofed  to  the  young  men,  who  bore  him 
company,  as  was  then  the  cuftom,  at  his  marriage  feaft. 
He  engaged,  if  they  could  explain  it,  during  the  time 
of  the  feaft*  to  give  them  thirty  fleets,  and  thirty  change 
of garments ,  or  fuits  of  clothes  ;  but  if  they  failed,  they 
were  to  forfeit  an  equal  number  to  him.  The  words 
of  the  riddle  were,  Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat,  and 
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cut  of  the  Jlrong ,  or  foarp,  came  forth  fweetnefs .*  Not 
being  able  to  expound  this  riddle,  they  applied  to 
Samfon’s  wife,  threatening  her  grievoufly,  if  file  did 
not  obtain  the  fecret  from  him.  So  early  had  they 
learned  on  what  fide  he  was  vulnerable,  and  how  they 
might  afiail  him  to  the  greateft  advantage.  She  befet 
him  with  great  importunity,  and  with  tears,  the  moll 
powerful  of  all  female  weapons,  until  at  length,  on  the 
feventh,  or  lafi  day  of  the  feaft,  he  revealed  it  to  her ; 
file  told  the  young  men,  who  before  the  expiration  of 
the  limited  time,  anfwered  the  riddle,  by  faying,  What 
is  fweeter  than  honey  ?  and  what  is  Jlronger  than  a 
lion  Pf 

Sam  sort  greatly  enraged  at  their  unfair  cbndudt* 
went  immediately  to  Afhkelon,  a  city  of  the  Philif« 
tines,  and  having  flam  thirty  men,  brought  their 
clothes  ;  but  refenting  the  treachery  of  his  wife,  he  left 
her,  and  returned  to  his  father’s  houfe.  In  his  abfence 
flie  was  married  to  One  of  the  young  men  who  had 
been  his  companions  at  the  wedding ;  fo  that  when 
fome  time  after  he  took  a  prefent,  and  came  with  a 
view  of  being  reconciled  to  her,  her  father  refufed 
him  admittance  to  her  chamber,  informing  him  of 

*  Chap.  xiv.  14,  f  Clmp.  xiv.  18, 
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nat  nad  happened,  and  thought  to  fatisfy  him  hy 
offering  a  younger  and  fairer  filler  in  her  Head* 

cam  son  con  feruing  this  into  a  deligned  affront  to 
him  by  the  Philiiline.s,  determined  on  revenge,  which 
ne  executed  in  a  very  lingular  manner*  Having  col¬ 
lected  three  hundred  foxes,  and  tying  them  two  and 
two,  he  put  a  lighted  fire-brand  or  torch  betvreen 
them,  and  letting  them  go  in  their  fields,  in  time  of 
harvefl,  burnt  up  their  corn,  both  that  which  was  in 
the  flocks,  and  that  which  was  fill  Handing,  as  well 
as  the  wine  and  olive  yards.  When  the  Philiilines 
underltood  that  Samfon  had  done  this,  and  the  occa- 
lion  of  his  off  ence,  they  burnt  his  wife  and  father-in- 
law,  through  vexation.  Upon  wdiich,  not  contented 
with  burning  their  fi elds,  and  to  vex  them  Pcill  more, 
he  affaulted  their  perfons,  and  made  a  prodigious 
daughter  among  them. 

It  has  been  objected  as  incredible,  that  Samfon 
iliould  have  been  able  to  procure  fo  great  a  number  of 
foxes.  Infidels  in  particular,  have  been  pleafed  for 
want  of  better  arguments,  to  turn  this  hiffory  into 
ridicule  ;  for  fo  nice  is  the  faith  of  thefe  men,  that 
though  they  believe  fome  things  much  more  difficult, 
et  they  cannot  believe  this,  beqaufe  recorded  in.  what 
k  called  a  divine  revelation* 
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Some  have  folved  the  difficulty  by  giving  another 
tranflation  of  the  words,  and  fome  by  calling  in  the 
aid  of  a  miracle.  But  without  having  recourfe  to 
either  of  thefe,  there  is  nothing  unaccountable  in  the 
tranfadlion  as  here  related.  We  know  both  from  fa- 
cred  and  profane  hiftory,  that  foxes  abounded  in  tins 
country,  and  that  fome  places  had  their  names  from 
this  very  circumftance.  We  read  ol  the  land  of  Shuci /, 
or  the  fox,  of  Hci%ar  Shual ,  or  the  fox  s  habitation, 
and  of  Shual-albhn  in  the  very  tribe  to  which  Salmon 
belonged.  It  is  not  faid  m  what  fpace  of  time  he 
leded  thefe  foxes.  It  is  not  faid  they  were  taken  by 
hunting,  and  by  a  fingle  hand.  He  might  have  been 
colle&ing  them  for  fome  time ;  they  might  have 
been  taken  in  nets,  and  by  many  hands.  W e  know 
further  that  foxes  are  very  mifehievous  animals,  and 
the  defign  in  taking  them  might  have  been,  as  well  for 
their  deftrudlion  as  for  injury  to  the  Philiftines. — It 
is  afferted  in  hiftory  that  Lucius  Sylla,  when  he  was 
prastor,  ordered  to  be  fhown  on  the  amphitheatre,  an 
hundred  lions  ;  that  Julius  Caefar,  when  he  was  dic¬ 
tator,  four  hundred  ;  and  that  the  Emperor  Probus, 
at  one  fpedtacle,  exhibited  a  thoufand  oftriches,  a 
thoufand  flags,  a  hundred  Lybian,  and  a  hundred 
Syrian  Leopards,  and  a  vaft  number  of  other  ftrange 
creatures.  Did  thefe  colledl  and  bring  from  afar  fuch 
&  multitude  of  creatures,  rare  and  difficult  to  take? 
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and  lhall  it  be  thought  romantic,  or  incredible,  that 
Samfon,  a  judge  of  Ifrael,  fhould  coiled  three  hundred 
creatures,  eafily  managed,  and  which  abounded  in  his 
neighbourhood  ?  Is  it  not  a  ftrange  faith  that  fwallows 
the  one,  and  ftrains  at  the  other  > 

Nor  let  fuperficial  thinkers  imagine,  that  this  ftra- 
tagem  of  Samfon  was  ill-chofen.  Nothing  could  have 
anfwered  his  purpofe  better.  To  have  employed  hands 
was  not  fo  likely  to  have  fpread  the  fire,  and  would 

have  brought  upon  them  the  vengeance  of  the  Philif- 

tmes  ;  but  lhe  foxes  turned  out  in  different  parts,  tyed 
in  pairs,  running  fwiftly,  and  now  and  then  drawing 

o 

contrariwife,  were  likely  to  fpread  the  fire  over  the 
wnoie  country,  as  the  event  fully  proved. 

It  is  not  the  defign  at  prefent  to  vindicate  Samfon 
in  this  proceeding,  but  toihow  that  what  he  is  related 
to  have  done,  was  neither  imprafticable  nor  foolifh. 
W.iat  he  did,  and  his  righteoufnefs  in  doing  it,  are 
two  different  things.  This  very  flory  of  the  foxes 
is  in  fome  meafure  confirmed  by  heathen  teftimony. 

It  was  commemorated  at  Rome,  on  every  return  of 
their  harveft,  by  the  ceremony  of  tying  foxes,  and 
letting  them  go.  It  is  true,  that  one  of  their  poets 
lias  given  another  reafon  for  this  guftom*  but  it  is 


-  o'  • -  • 


V 

'  a 


CHARACTER  OF  SAMSON.  173 

highly  probable,  that  the -true  origin  was  this  ft rata- 
gem  of  Samfon.  Let  us  return  to  his  hiflory. 

After  the  great  {laughter  of  the  Philiflines,  which 
lias  been  mentioned,  he  retired  to  the  lock  Ltam,  a 
place  of  fecunty  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.  1  ne  1  hilif- 
tines  having  fufFered  fo  many  injuries,  came  in  armed 
force  to  demand  that  he  fhould  be  delivered  up.  The 
people  of  Judah  fearing  their  wrath,  font  three  thou- 
fend  men,  who  expoftulated  with  Samfon,  on  the  dan¬ 
gerous  confequences  of  his  conduct ;  and  told  him, 
that  they  were  come  to  bind  and  deliver  him  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Philiflines.  To  this  he 
fubmitted,  on  them  folemn  promife,  that  they  the  na¬ 
tives  would  not  join  with  the  enemy  againfl  him.  They 
bound  him  with  two  new  cords,  brought  him  to  the 
camp  of  the  Philiflines,  who  Ihouted  with  joy,  to  fee 
their  deftroyer  as  they  thought,  under  their  power. 
Samfon,  filled  with  the  fpirit  of  heroifm,  and  endowed 
with  amazing  flrength,  brake  the  cords  from  him 
as  a  thread  touched  by  the  flame,  and  finding  the  new 
jaw-bone  of  an  afs,  he  flew  with  it  a  thoufand  men. 
They  only  efcaped,  who  came  not  within  his  reach. 
Upon  this  the  warrior  triumphantly  fang,  With  the 
jaw-lone  of  an  afs. ,  heaps  upon  heaps,  with  the  jaw-lorn 
of  an  afs,  have  I Jlain  a  thoufand  men .  In  commemu- 
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ration  of  this  adonifning  vidory,  he  called  the  place* 
Ramath-Lehiy  the  lifting  up  of  the  jaw-bone** 

This  is  the  highed  indance  of  perfonal  ftrength 
and  prowefs  any  where  recorded,  and  can  be  accounted 
for  only  by  fupernatural  aid,  and  that  wonderful 
flrength  which  God,  at  times,  diffufea  through  all 
his  finews,  joints  and  bones.  It  is  to  be  confidered 
that  in  this  age,  fire-arms  were  unknown,  and  bodily 
flrength  always  gave  the  fuperiority  in  battle,  and  was 
highly  prized  in  a  warrior.  We  can  eafily  conceive 
too  that  certain  circumdances  might  have  favored  this 
terrible  daughter.  The  Philidines,  feeing  Samfon 
bound,  might  have  run  out  to  meet  him  in  a  diforderly 
manner,  leaving  what  arms  they  had  behind  ;  when 
at  once,  his  burfling  his  cords,  coming  forward  with 
the  utmoil  fury,  and  fpreading  havoc  all  around,  might 
have  thrown  them  into  total  dejedlion,  confufion  and 
Rraggling  flight.  Important  victories  often  depend 
©n  fmall  circumflances,  which  are  under  the  dire&ion 
of  God,  and  which  men  can  neither  forefee  nor 
prevent. 

Samson  greatly  fatigued,  and  finding  no  water  in 
the  place,  was  ready  to  perifh  with  third.  He  made 
his  fupplication  to  God?  who  caufed  a  fountain  to 
*  Chap,  jv,  jht  1 7, 
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fpring  up,  of  which  Samfon  drank  and  revived.  In  our 
tranflation  it  is,  God  clave  an  hollow  place  that  was  in 
the  jaw,  and  there  came  water  thereout ;*  but  fome  fup- 
pofe,  that  it  (hould  be,  He  clave  a  hollow  place  in  Lein. 
The  miracle  is  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  lor  it  was  as 
eafy  to  bring  water  from  the  bone,  as  from  a  rock, 
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only  the  latter  interpretation  feems  to  agree  with  what 
is  afterward  faid  of  its  being  in  Lehi  unto  this  day  $ 
where  we  can  more  eafily  conceive  a  fpring,  than  the 
jaw-bone  to  have  remained. 

How  forcibly  are  we  taught  here  the  frailty  of  man* 
and  his  entire  dependance  upon  God.  Samfon,  invin¬ 
cible  by  hods,  faints  with  third !  After  a  mod  remark, 
able  conqued,  he  is  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies !  His  arm  is  undrung,  his  countenance 
pale,  and  his  tongue  parched !  Surely  no  man  has 
reafon  to  boad  of  what  he  is,  or  what  he  does  ;  but  all 
the  glory  is  to  be  aferibed  to  God.  "We  are  alfo 
taught  that  God  is  near  to  help  his  people  in  time  of 
need.  Samfon  called  upon  him  in  didrefs,  and  found 
relief. 

After  this,  Samfon,  encouraged  by  his  fuccefs, 
went  boldly  and  lodged  in  Gaza,  one  of  the  Philidian 

cities,  where  underdanding  that  they  laid  wait  for  him 
*  Chap,  xv.  19, 
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hi!  the  morning,  he  rofe  in  the  night,  plucked  up  the 
gates  of  the  city  with  the  two  polls  and  the  bar,  and 
laying  them  upon  his  fhoulders,  carried  them  as  far  as 
the  top  of  a  hill,  in  fight  of  Hebron.  At  length,  a 
moll  fatal  adventure  befel  him.  It  came  to  pafs ,  that 
he  loved  a  woman  in  the  valley  of  S  or  ek,  whofe  name  was 
Delilah .*  "Whether  this  was  a  woman  of  Ifrael,  or 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Philiflines  ;  whether  fhe 
was  his  wife,  or  only  a  harlot,  is  not  faid  in  fcripture, 
oome  nn\  e  been  of  opinion  that  Samfon  was  married 
to  her  ;  but  others,  becaufe  there  is  no  mention  made 
of  any  marriage  rites,  and  becaufe  the  Philiflines 
bribed  her  to  betray  him,  have  been  of  a  different 
opinion.  Certain  it  is,  that  ihe  was  of  a  mercenary 
difpohtion,  and  whatever  charms  and  allurements  of 
perfon  Ihe  poiTeffed,  had  a  very  bafe  and  treacherous 
heart.  She  undertook  for  a  fum  of  money  promifed 
her  by  the  Lords  of  the  Philiflines,  to  obtain  from 
Samfon,  and  dilcover  to  them,  the  fource  of  his  un¬ 
common  llrength.  Sue  befet  him  with  all  her  arts  and 

/ 

wiles ;  he  evaded,  but  in  vain  ;  Ihe  redoubled  her  dili¬ 
gence  ;  Ihe  teazed,  wept  and  upbraided.  She  faid 
unto  him ,  how  caiifl  thou  fay,  Jl  love  ihee,  when  thine 
heart  is  not  with  me  P  Thou  hajl  mocked  me  thefe  three 
times,  and  hajl  not  told  me  wherein  thy  great  Jlrength 
lieth.\  Samfon  feared  not  his  enemies  in  the  held, 

'*  Chap,  xvi.  4.  f  Chap,  xvi,  15, 
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though  an  holt  encamped  againlt  him  ;  btit  here  was 
an  enemy  he  could  not  withftand.  At  the  name  of 
Philiftine,  every  nerve  was  ftretched  and  every  mufcle 
fwelled  ;  but  before  Delilah  he  was  tame,  fubmifiive, 
and  cringing.  “  Blandifhed  parlies,  feminine  aflaults 
and  tongue-batteries,”  were  more  dangerous  to  him 
than  would  have  been  all  the  fons  of  Anak.  The  re¬ 
nowned  foldier,  foftened  with  pleafure,  and  vexed  to 
death,  laid  the  pledge  of  his  ftrength  in  her  lap,  fuf- 
fered  his  locks  to  be  (haven,  broke  his  vow,  and  the 
Lord  departed  from  him.  The  PhiliJIines  he  upon  thee 
Samfon.  Arife,  foldier,  arife  !  Weak  now  as  other 
men,  the  Philidines  came  upon  him,  put  out  his  eyes, 
carried  him  to  Gaza,  bound  him  with  fetters  of  brafs, 
and  made  him  grind  at  a  mill,  like  an  abjedi  flave. 
Aik  now,  where  is  Samfon,  the  Judge  of  Ifrael,  the 
terror  of  his  enemies,  and  the  bulwark  of  his  nation  ? 
Betrayed,  captived,  blind,  infulted,  a  defpicable 
drudge. — Befides  the  many  ufeful  reflections  which 
occur  here,  who  does  not  fee  the  awful  confequence 
of  finning  againlt  God?  This  reduced  Samfon  into  all 
his  mifery  and  diflrefs.  Ye  unwary  youth,  learn  from 
this  example  to  Ihun  the  fafcination  of  unlawful  plea-* 
fare.  See  how  it  debafes  the  foul,  and  at  once  blafls 
every  ufeful  and  honorable  purfuit  in  life.  Hearken 
to  the  falutary  inltrudtion  of  Solomon  ;  Let  not  thine 
heart  decline  to  her  ways,  go  not  ajlray  in  her  paths «  For 


Jhe  hath  cajl  down  many  wounded;  yea  many  Jlrong  men 
nave  beenjlain  hy  her .  Her  houfe  is  the  way  to  hell,  going 

down  to  the  chambers  of  death*  But  it  is  time  to  haften 
to  the  concluding  fcene. 

Samson  continued  in  this  deplorable  fituation,  until 
his  hair  began  to  grow,  and  God,  on  his  repentance, 
and  renewal  of  his  vow,  was  pleafed  to  reftore  Iris 
flrength.  About  this  time,  the  Lords  of  the  Philif- 
tines  came  together  to  rejoice,  and  offer  facrifice  to 
their  god  Dagon,  for  having  delivered  their  word; 
enemy  into  their  hands;  and  when  they  had  grown 
merry,  they  fent  for  Samfon,  that  they  might  divert 
themfelves  with  him.  The  building  where  the  feaft 
was  celebrated,  and  which  held  a  vail  number  of  fpec- 
tators,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  of  wood, 
and  erected  after  the  form  of  the  theatres  among  the 
Romans.  It  is  ado  fuppofed,  that  about  the  middle 
of  the  building  were  two  large  beams  upon  which  the 
weight  of  the  whole  ftru&ure  relied,  and  that  thefe 
beams  were  fupported  by  two  main  pillars  contiguous 
to  each  other.  1  here  are  accounts  in  ancient  hillory 
of  more  capacious  buildings  of  this  fort,  than  what  is 
here  mentioned. 

After  Samfon  had  made  fport  for  them,  he  aiked 
the  perfon  who  led  him,  to  fuffer  him  to  lean 
*  Prov.  vii.  25—27. 
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the  pillars.  Having  laid  hold  on  them,  one  with  nis 
right  hand,  and  the  other  with  his  left,  and  fupplica- 
ting  God  for  ftrength,  he  Ihook  the  houie,  lo  that  it 
fell,  and  crulhed  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand  perfons 
to  death,  and  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  them. 

Thus  died  this  extraordinary  man,  of  whom,  what 
i§  fabled  of  Hedor,  Achilles,  or  Hercules,  was  true, 
and  more.  Indeed  it  is  probable  that  the  heathen 
Hercules  was  the  Samfon  of  facred  writ.— Time  will 
fcarcely  admit,  to  introduce  even  in  the  brieieft  manner* 
fome  queftions  which  arife  from  this  hiftory. 

I.  Was  Samfon  of  vaft  bulk,  or  gigantic  fize  of 
body  ?— Had  this  been  the  cafe,  the  Philiftines  would 
have  been  at  no  lois  to  difcover  wherein  his  great 
ftrength  lay  ,  but  feeing  fuch  aftonifhing  ftatj  pti-  * 
formed  by  a  body  not  uncommon,  it  might  well  excite 
their  wonder*  His  ftrength  was  evidently  miraculous ; 
perhaps  not  always  inherent,  but  bellowed  as  the  occa- 
ft  on  required.  Thus  we  find  it  faid,  when  he  performed 
his  exploits,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  moved  him; 
came  upon  him  ;  and  came  mightily  upon  him .  By  thefe 
txpreffions  we  are  not  to  underhand  the  fandiiying 
influences  of  the  Spirit,  but  the  commutucatiol?  o£ 
extraordinary  bodily  ftrength  ;  for  we  muft  diftinguiftt 
between  the  gifts  and  the  graces  of  the  Spirit* 
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2.  Was  his  hair  the  natural  caufe  of  his  ftrength  ?— 
This  Is  not  to  be  fUppofed.  His  ftrength  depended 
upon  the  covenant  between  God  and  him,  the  fign  of 
which  was  1ns  hair.  When  therefore  he  fuflered  this 
to  be  cut  off,  he  broke  this  covenant,  and  forfeited  his 
fight  to  the  bleffing. 

3-  A  more  Important  qUeftlon  than  either  ofthefe, 
refpefts  the  manner  of  his  death.  Ought  he  to  have 
died  in  that  manner  ?  Was  he  not  chargeable  with 
the  fplrit  of  revenge  and  felf-murder?— He  Is  acquit- 
ted  by  cafuifts on  thefe  principles;  that  he  was  moved 
•  thereto  by  the  great  Arbiter  of  life  and  death  ; 
that  as  the  judge  and  defender  of  Jfrael,  he  de¬ 
voted  his  life  to  the  public  good  ;  that  he  did  not  in¬ 
tend  his  own  death,  any  farther  than  as  It  was  the  In¬ 
evitable  confequence  of  deftroying  fo  many  of  the 
enemies  of  his  natiori.  tn  this  view  he  died  like  a 
conqueror  in  the  field  of  battle.  By  the  facrlfice  of 
his  life,  he  wrought  deliverance  ;  and  in  this  view  efpe- 
cially  is  he  reckoned  a  type  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  who  by  death  overcame  the  enemies  of 

bis  people,  and  obtained  a  complete  falvation  for 
them, 

'  *  T  \  >  .  t  f  s  4  <■  * 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  in  confidering  this  and  other 
charadters,  that  to  conftitute  a  proper  type,  it  is  by 
no  means  neceffary  that  the  perfon  be  perfedt  $  nor 
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» 

that  every  particular  incident  of  his  life  be  taken  into 
the  account.  It  is  fuflicient  that  the  refemblance  hold 
in  great  and  leading  circumitances.  1  hough  it  would 
be  impious  to  apply  every  article  in  the  hiliory  of 
Samfon  to  Chrift,  yet  in  fome  refpe&s  he  was  remark¬ 
ably  typicah 


Do  we  admire  the  man  who  nobly  ventures  his  life 
for  his  country  ?  Surely  infinitely  more  ought  we  to 
admire  him,  my  brethren,  who  endured  for  us  the 
avenging  wrath  of  an  offended  God.  What  are  any 
privileges  that  can  be  enjoyed  in  this  world,  compared 
with  freedom  from  fin  and  Satan,  and  refloration  to  the 
fevor  and  enjoyment  of  God  ? 


Instead  then  of  calling  your  attention  any  farther 
to  the  chara6ler  of  Samfon,  and  pointing  out  the  par¬ 
ticular  leffons  his  hiliory  teaches,  let  me  ipend  the  few 

moments  that  remain,  in  recommending  to  yon  the  glo- 

*  '  •  .  -  .  ■* 

rious  and  almighty  Saviour.  When  there  was  no  eye 
to  pity  and  no  hand  to  fave,  he  voluntarily  undertook 
the  redemption  of  iinners.  It  is  impoffible  that  he 
fliould  fail  in  the  execution  of  his  defign.  Thougn 
Jefusdied,  yet  he  rofe  again.  Samfon  could  not  rife 
from  the  ruins  in  which  he  was  buried  ;  but  Jefus  buril 
the  bands  of  death,  and  lives  for  evermore ;  and  to 
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liiiTi  can  his  people  look  as  a  powerful  King  in  heaven* 
managing  and  dire&ing  all  their  affairs*  Itis  tomake  us 
wife  unto  falvation,  that  thefe  faered  pages  are  writ¬ 
ten  ;  to  teach  us  to  fear  and  trull  in  God,  that  the 
ways  of  his  providence  in  former  ages  are  recorded  ; 
to  inflil  the  leffons  of  virtue,  that  characters  are  ex¬ 
hibited  with  their  virtues  and  their  vices. — Let  us  re- 
memoer,  that  faith  in  Jefus  Chrifl  is  the  foundation 
of  all  true  religion,  and  the  principle  of  all  obedience 
acceptable  to  God.  This  only  can  fave  our  fouls,  and 
this  we  ought  to  feek  more  than  remarkable  gifts  or 
diftindhons  among  men.  Where  now  are  all  the  high- 
founding  names  of  old  ?  Death  has  laid  them  low, 
and  they  live  but  in  the  breath  of  others.  Even  the 
mighty  flame  of  Samfon  was  foon  extinft,  and  his  bo¬ 
dy  moulders  in  the  duft  between  Zorah  and  EJhtaoL 
His  name  Hands  recorded  only  to  fhow  the  power  of 
God,  the  vanity  of  human  glory,  and  how  much  weak- 
nefs  is  often  united  to  the  greatefl  flrength.  Thus 
faith  the  Lord ,  let  not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  wifdom , 
neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might ;  let  not  the 
rich  man  glory  in  his  riches:  but  let  him  that glorieth, glory 
in  this ,  that  he  underjlandeth  and  knoweth  me,  that  I  am 
the  Lord  which  exercife  loving  hindnefs,  judgment  and 
right eoufnefs  in  the  earth :  for  in  thefe  things  I  delight, faith 

the  Lora.  *  To  the  free  mercy  of  God  through  a  Sa* 

*  Jerem.  ix.  33,  24. 
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vi'our,  was  Samfon,  and  rnuft  all  be  indebted  for  fal- 
vation.  Whoever  is  united  to  the  Son  of  God,  (hall 
be  made  to  triumph  over  death,  and  be  admitted  to 
live  and  reign  with  him,  when  this  earth  and  time  fiiall 

be  no  longer* 


SERMON  XI. 

HISTORY  AND  CHARACTER  OF  SAUL. 


i  Samuel  x.  24* 


And  Samuel  f aid  to  the  people,  See  ye  him  •whom  the  Lord  hath 
chofen ,  that  there  is  none  like  him  among  all  the  people  ?  And  all 
the  people Jhouted ,  and  J aid 3  God  SAVE  THE  King. 

~ESE  words  refer  to  a  tranfadlion  of  the  chil- 


A  dren  of  Ifrael  at  the  eledlion  of  Saul  their  firft 
king.  Having  been  governed  a  long  time  by  judges, 
a  revolution  now  took  place. — When  the  prophet  Sa¬ 
muel  had  become  old,  he  committed  the  active  part 
of  the  adminiflration  to  his  two  fons,  who  greatly 
abufed  their  trull,  and  caufed  general  diffatisfadtion 
among  the  people.  This  corrupt  condudt  of  their  odl- 
cers,  the  frequent  and  diltrefTing  wars  in  which  they 
were  engaged  with  the  Phililtines,  together  with  a  na¬ 
tional  pride,  excited  an  earned  defire  for  a  change  in 
their  form  of  government.  Accordingly  the  elders  erf 
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Ifrael  aflembled,  made  known  their  grievances  to  Sa¬ 
muel,  and  requefted  that  a  king  fhould  be  appointed, 
as  in  other  nations.  This  requeft  was  difpleafing  to 
Samuel.  He  confulted  the  Lord  on  the  occafion,  who 
dire&ed  him  to  comply,  at  the  fame  time  declaring 
that  their  conduft  was  not  fo  much  an  affront  to  -Sa¬ 
muel,  as  rebellion  againff  himfelf.  They  have  not  re¬ 
jected  thee,  but  they  have  rejected  me ,  that  I  Jhoidd  not 
reign  over  them.* 

The  guilt  of  that  people  appears,  when  we  confider 
that  their  government  was  a  theocracy.  God  was  their 
king,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  than  he  was  of  any 
other  nation;  and  therefore,  in  the  delire  of  change,* 
they  evidently  caff  an  indignity  on  his  government. 
It.  is  not  agreed  how  long  the  theocracy  lafted;  fome 
thinking  that  it  ceafed  on  the  commencement  of  regal 
power,  founding  their  opinion  on  thefe  words,  They 
have  rejected  me ;  and  others,  that  it  continued  until 
tne  coming  of  our  bleffed  Saviour ;  founding  their 

opinion  on  thefe  words,  The fceptre Jhall  not  depart  from 

-  % 

Judah,  nor  a  law -giver  from  between  his  feet  until  Shiloh 
come. f  It  is  certain  that  the  nation  of  the  Jews  was 
under  the  peculiar  care  of  God,  until  the  days  of  the 
MefTiah,  and  except  that  their  kings  imitated  the 

*  Chap,  viii,  7* 


t  Gem  xlix.  10. 


fplendor  of  the  eallern  monarchs,  the  government 
did  not  differ  much  from  that  under  the  judges. 

Though  Samuel  faithfully  told  them  of  the  many 
inconveniencies  which  would  attend  kingly  power,  yet 
they  abjedlly  were  contented  to  fubmit,  and  peremp¬ 
torily  infilled  on  their  requeft.  Nay,  but  we  will  have  a 
king  over  us  y  that  we  alfo  may  be  like  all  t/je  nations , 
and  that  our  king  may  judge  us ,  and  go  out  before  usy  and 
fight  our  battles .*  They  finned  not  only  in  defiring  a 
king,  but  in  afking  one  in  fo  improper  and  abfolute  a 
manner. — When  people  grow  difcontented  and  uneafy 
under  the  government  of  God,  he  fometimes  puniihes 
them  by  fulfilling  their  wifhes. 

The  perfon  whom  the  Lord  ordered  Samuel  to 
anoint,  was  Saul  the  fon  of  Kifh,  of  the  tribe  of  Ben¬ 
jamin.  After  he  had  anointed  him,  informed  him  of 
the  defign,  and  given  him  feveral  figns  in  confirmation, 
Saul  returned  to  a  private  life.  The  prophet  thought 
it  neceffary  to  have  the  confent  of  the  people,  and 
therefore  called  an  affembly  at  Mizpeh,  where  they 
proceeded  to  an  eledtion  by  lot.  The  lot  being  caff 
for  every  tribe  feparately,  it  fell  upon  Benjamin  ;  being 
caff  next  for  all  the  familes  of  this  tribe,  it  fell  upon 
the  family  of  Matri $  and  laffly  being  caff  for  all  the 
*  Chap,  viii.  1 9.  ao. 
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perfons  of  this  family,  it  fell  upon  Saul.  He  chofe 
to  be  abfent  during  the  eledion,  but  when  afterwards 
found  and  ufliered  among  the  people,  he  appeared  fo 
tall  and  well  proportioned,  his  countenance  fo  comely 
and  dignified,  and  he  moved  with  fuch  majefty  and 
grace,  as  to  be  received  with  high  acclamations.  See 
ye  him ,  faid  Samuel,  whom  the  Lord  hath  chofen ,  that 
there  is  none  like  him  among  all  the  people  ?  And  all  the 
people t  flouted and 'J aid ,  Gad fave  the  King. 

To  the  chara&er  of  Saul  your  attention,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  will  be  now  called  ;  a  character  in  which  we 
will  find  fomething  to  praife,  and  much  to  blame  ;  a 
character  unftable,  and  which  appears  different  at  the 
beginning,  from  what  it  does  at  the  end  of  his  reign  ; 

but  from  which,  we  may  derive  many  ufefui  leffonsfor 
our  guidance  in  life. 

The  facred  hiftorian  mentions  more  than  once,  the 
uncommon  ftature  and  comelinefs  of  Saul,  as  no  finall 
recommendation.  He  was  a  choice  young  man}  and  a 
goodly  ,  and  there  was  not  among  the  children  of  Ifrael ,  a 
goodlier  perfon  than  he  ;  from  his  Jhoulders  and  upwards 
he  was  higher  than  any  of  thepeople,*  This  was  a  quali¬ 
fication  of  more  importance,  than  at  fir  ft  view  we 
may  imagine.  They  defired  a  king  like  all  the  nations  $ 

*  Chap,  is. 
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snd  the  Eaflern  people  had  always  regard  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  appearance  of  their  monarch.  An  advantageous 
feature  was  greatly  efleemed  j  and  if  this  had  not  been 
attended  to,  the  wifhes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  not 
been  gratified.  This  is,  at  this  day,  defirable  in  a  fol- 
dier,  and  was  flill  more  fo  in  early  times,  when  fuc- 
cefs  depended  chiefly  on  bodily  activity  and  flrength. 
This  however  is  certainly  far  from  being  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  requisite  in  a  prince  ;  and  we  value  a  cabinet 
not  fo  much  for  its  outward  decorations,  as  for  the 
curiofities  within.  Great  and  excellent  minds  are  often 
conne&ed  with  fmall  and  even  deformed  bodies.  When 
the  Lord  fent  Samuel  to  anoint  David,  and  Eliab 
was  prefented  before  him,  whom  he  concluded  from 
his  flature  was  the  perfon  defigned,  the  Lord  fail,  Look 
not  on  his  countenance ,  or  on  the  height  of  hisjlature  ;  be - 
canfe  I  have  refufed  him  $  for  the  Lord  feeth  not  as  man 
feeth  ;  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance ,  hut  the 

Lord  looketh  on  the  heart,* 

IIis  perfon  was  not  the  only  recommendation  of 
Saul.  He  was  the  fon  of  a  mighty  man  of  power ,  and  in¬ 
herited,  in  a  large  meafure,  the  martial  qualities  of 
the  father.  The  many  battles*  he  fought,  and  the  vic¬ 
tories  he  won,  fhow  that  he  poflefTed  great  bravery  and 
was  fkilled  in  the  art  of  war.  Thefe  were  his  chief  ex- 
*  Chap.  xvi.  7. 
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cellencies.  As  the  neceffities  of  the  kingdom  required 
thefe,  fo  they  were  the  only  things  to  fupport  his 
pow  ei  and  increafe  his  fame.  He  was  conllantly  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  improvement  of  his  military  force,  and  to 
the  means  of  annoying  his  enemy.  When  he Jaw  any 
frong  man,  or  any  ■valiant  man,  he  took  him  into  thefer- 
vice*  For  thefe  things  he  is  entitled  to  praife  ;  or  ra¬ 
ther  it  is  due  to  God,  who  qualifies  men  for  the  part 

they  have  to  aft.  From  him  proceed  the  gifts  of  na- 
ture  as  well  as  of  grace. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  throne,  an  occa- 
fion  offered  on  which  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  andefta- 
blifhed  his  authority  among  the  people.  Nahafh  the 
Ammonite  laid  fiege  to  the  city  of  Jabefh-gilead,  and 
in  filled  on  the  moft  cruel  terms  of  furrender,  even  that 
they  ihould  confent  that  he  fhould  thrujl  out  all  their 
tight  eyes,  and  he  allowed  them,  at  their  requefl,  fe- 
Ven  days  to  confider  of  this  condition.  The  tidings 
were  carried  to  Saul,  who  was  moved  with  extreme 
indignation.  He  promifed  afliftance  to  the  befieged, 
inftantly  difpatched  meffengers  throughout  Ifrael,  col- 
lefted  a  large  army,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the 
feven  days,  difpofed  his  troops  and  attacked  the  ene¬ 
my  with  fuch  prudence  and  courage,  that,  of  thofe 

*  Chap.  xiv.  jx, 


CHARACTER  OF  SAUL.  191 

who  e leaped,  two  were  not  left  together**  ^lliis  aCtion 
gained  him  great  popularity.  At  his  election,  there 
were  fome  male-contents,  who  defpifed  him  on  account 
of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  tribe  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  the  obfeurity  of  his  family,  but  now  they  were 
over-awed.  The  people  were  for  putting  to  death  thofe 
who  had  fpoken  difrefpe&fully  of  him.  Saul,  on  this 
occafion,  difeovered  a  greatnefs  and  generofity  of 
foul  by  preventing  their  defign-  He  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  fully  the  glories  of  the  day,  or  caufe  mourning 
to  any,  when  the  Lord  had  called  them  all  to  rejoice 
in  the  falvation  he  had  wrought  for  them.- — The  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  populace  is  very  fluctuating  and  uncertain. 
A  man  to  be  famous,  mull  be  profperous.  Merit  is  al» 
ways  fuppofed,  where  there  is  the  glare  of  fuccefs. 

Time  would  fail  to  rehearfe  all  the  achievements  of 
Saul,  It  is  fufficient  to  adduce,  on  this  part  of  the 
character,  the  words  of  David,  when  he  lamented 
Over  Saul,  and  Jonathan  his  fon.  From  the  blood  of  the 
flalriyfrom  the  fat  of  the  mighty ,  the  bow  of  Jonathan 
turned  not  back ,  and  the  fworcl  of  Saul  returned  not  empty , 
They  were  fwifter  than  eagles ,  they  were  Jlronger  than 
lions. \ 

Saul  had  not  only  thofe  qualifications  which  con- 
ftitute  the  foldier  and  the  leader,  but  at  his  hrlt  accef- 

*  Chap,  xi,  1.—  1  j,  |  a  h  23, 
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fion  to  power,  he  appears  to  have  been  modeft,  humble 
and  prudent.  When  Samuel  difclofed  to  him  the 
profpeft  of  the  kingdom,  he  anfwered,  Am  not  /  a 
Benjamite ,  of  the  fmallef  of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael?  And  my 
family  the  leaf  of  all  the  families  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ? 
Wherefore  then ffieakef  thou fo  to  me  P  When  the  people 
were  affembled  to  make  a  choice,  he  hid  himfelf  from 
the  public  view  ;  and  when  feme  fpoke  contemptu- 
oufly,  and  refufed  to  bring  him  the  ufual  prefents,  he 
took  no  notice  of  their  conduct,  but  quietly  retired. 
At  this  time,  he  gave  no  evidence  of  ambitious  views, 
and  there  was  nothing  affuming  or  haughty  in  his  de¬ 
meanor.  Some  may  aferibe  this  to  policy  ;  but  why 
Hot  rather  believe*  that  he  was,  as  Samuel  afterward 
told  him,  Utile  in  his  own  fight;  that  he  felt  not  at 
prefent,  the  working  of  thofe  principles  which  power 
and  fuccefs,  in  procefs  of  time,  called  forth; 

Men  differ  greatly  from  themfelves*  accord!  ng  to 
the  circumffances  in  which  they  are  placed.  Not  only 
does  a  high  Ration  render  their  virtues  and  their  vices 
more  confpicuous,  but,  on  too  many,  has  a  baneful 
influence.  It  affords  the  means  of  ferifual  gratification* 
and  it  begets  in  the  heart  defires  kill  more  corrupt* 

7  ..5 

No  one  can  certainly  fay,  if  unreffrained  by  grace* 
of  what  he  will  not  be  guilty.  He  not  only  deceives 
others*  but  is  often  deceived  himfelf;  One  deviation 


from  the  law  of  God  may  lead  to  another,  until  he 
become  hardened  through  the  deceit! ulnefs  of  fin,  and 
at  length  rufh  into  the  commiffion  of  crimes,  the  very 
thought  of  which  at  firft  made  him  tremble.  In  one  fitu- 
ationoflife,  he  mayobfervethe  precepts  of  religion,  and 
in  another,  totally  difregard  them.  Is  thy  fervant  a  dog> 
faid  Hazael,  that  hejhoulddo  this  great  thing?  And  yet, 
he  afterwards  did  it»  Lhe  man  that  hath  done  this  things 
faid  David,  Jhallfurely  die  ;  not  knowing  that  he  pro¬ 
nounced  his  own  fentence  ;  that  what  he  fo  feverely 
condemned  in  another,  he  himfelf  had  committed. 
We  need  not  therefore,  be  furprifed  to  fee  an  incon- 
fiftency  of  character  in  men,  when  placed  in  different 
circnmffances,  and  when  opportunities  ferve  to  excite 
their  various  paflions.  Had  Saul  remained  in  private 
life,  he  would  not  have  been  guilty  of  fo  many  crimes. 
He  would  have  been  more  virtuous  and  more  happy. 

Perhaps,  indeed,  his  exceffes  are,  in  fome  degree 
imputable  to  the  moll  dreadful  difordcr  incident  to  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  with  which  he  was  often  afflicled. 
This  was  a  deep  melancholy,  approaching  to  down¬ 
right  frenzy  or  madnefs*  Some  have  fuppofed  from 
thefe  words  of  feripture,  an  evil fpirit  from  the  Lord 
troubled  him,  that  he  was  really  polfeffed  with  a  devil ; 
but  If  we  confider  that  the  word  fpirit }  In  the  facred 
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language,  denotes  the  difpofition  of  the  body,  as  well 
as  of  the  mind  and  that  it  was  common  among  the 
Jews  to  impute  every  affliction,  when  ignorant  of  its 
caufe,  immediately  to  the  hand  of  God ;  and  if, 
befides,  we  confider  the  frequent  returns  of  this  ma¬ 
lady  in  Saul,  the  fymptoms,  and  the  remedy  ufed, 
we  will  rather  believe,  that  it  was  melancholy;  which, 
though  not  without  the  direction  of  Providence,  may 
yet  be  afcribed  to  a  natural  caufe.  The  mind  and  the 
body  ftrangely  and  mutually  affedt  one-  another.  A  dis¬ 
ordered  body  produces  evil  paffions,  and  evil  paffions 
dilorder  the  body.  We  have  an  account  of  this  dif- 
temper  coming  upon  Saul,  after  his  difobedience  to 
God,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Amalekites,  and  for  which 
fin,  Samuel  plainly  told  him,  that  the  Lord  had  rejec¬ 
ted  him  from  being  king .  He  had  been  formerly  threat¬ 
ened  for  prefuming  to  offer  facrifice  at  Gilgal,  before 
the  arrival  of  Samuel,  and  by  this  laft  adf  of  negleCt  to 
obey  a  pofitive  and  divine  command,  he  loft  the  favor 
and  protection  of  God.  The  kingdom  was  taken 
from  him,  and  another  appointed  in  his  room.  This 
and  the  reftiorfe  of  his  own  confcience,  probably 
brought  him  into  a  melancholy  ftate,  which  was  nou* 
riffled  by  his  jealoufy  of  David,  and  his  continual  ap* 
prehenfions# 


It  was  not,  however,  without  intervals.  He  was 
advifed  to  try  the  power  of  mufic,  and  by  this,  at 
times,  his  temper  was  fweetened,  and  his  pafllons  al¬ 
layed.  At  the  melody  of  Davids  harp,  he  was  re* 
frejhed ,  and  was  well ,  and  the  evil  fpirit  departed  from 
him,*  Examples  might  be  produced  both  from  facred 
and  profane  hiftory  of  the  happy  influence  of  mufic. 
It  was  an  art  of  early  invention.  Juhal ,  one  of  the 
defendants  of  Cain,  was  the  father  oj  all  fitch  as  handle 


the  harp  and  organ. \  At  this  time,  David  was  a  great 
proficient,  and  firuck  his  harp  with  fueh  wonderful 
(kill,  as  to  compofe  and  delight  the  king ;  who  con¬ 
ceived,  on  this  account,  a  love  for  him,  made  him  his 
armour-bearer,  and  retained  him  for  fome  time  at 
court.- — Mufic  ought  to  be  cultivated  by  all,  who 
would  render  the  worfhip  of  God  pleafmg  and  edify¬ 
ing.  The  finging  ofpraife  is  a  principal  part  of  divine 
fervice  on  earth,  and  is  reprefented  to  us  as  the  em¬ 
ployment  and  happinefs  of  heaven.  When  public 
worfhip  is  introduced  with  a  pfalm  well  fung,  all  join¬ 
ing  and  bearing  their  parts,  it  induces  a  happy  frame 
•of  fpirit,  and  prepares  for  the  exercifes  which  follow. 


Had  David  poffeiTed  no  other  talent,  he  would 
flill  have  remained  in  favor;  but  unhappily  for  Saul, 
David  was,  in  every  view,  the  greatefl  character  of 
*  Chap.  xvi.  23.  f  Gen.  iv.  21. 
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tnat  age,  and  foon  excited  in  kim  the  highed  envy  and 
jealoufy.  This  jealoufy  broke  out  in  the  mod  outra¬ 
geous  manner,  knew  neither  bounds  nor  decency,  and 
fettled  into  an  implacable  hatred.  From  this  time  he 
was  no  longer  the  fame  man,  lovely  and pleafani ,  as 
David  celebrates  him.  His  temper  became  four,  re- 
feived,  and  fubjeCt  to  frequent  flarts  of  paflion.  From 
this  time,  we  date  I113  mod  cruel  and  wicked  a£tsT 
Several  times  he  attempted  to  kill  David  with  his  own 
hand.  He  openly  adronted  him,  by  marrying  his 
tided  daughter,  contrary  to  his  promife,  to  another, 
ana  then  gave  him  his  fecond,  with  an  evil  intention. 
Fie  ip c ice  to  his  oincers  to  kill  him  j  and  once,  in  his 
rage,  aimed  a  blow  at  the  life  of  his  own  fon,  becaufe 
he  pieadea  in  David?s  behalf.  David  having  fled  from 
his  prefence,  and  fought  fecurity  where  he  could  find 
it,  Saul  purfued  him  from  place  to  place,  and  hunted 
him  like  a  partridge  in  the  mountains .  Cading  of  all  ref- 
pedlto  Samuel,  and  difregarding  the  fervice  of  God, 
he  came  againd  David  when  under  protection  of  the 
propnets.*  He  flew  Ahimeiech  and  the  prieds  of  the 
Lord,  in  all  eighty-five  perfons,  becaufe  Ahimeiech 
had  afforded  fome  relief  to  David  in  didrefs.f  And 
he  was  guilty  of  all  this  bitter  perfecution  againd  a 
man  who  did  him  no  injury,  who  fought  his  battles, 
and  who  fpared  his  life  more  than  once,  when  in  his 
*  Chap.  xix.  18.  +  Chap,  xxii.  9. 


power  ;  only  becaufe  he  had  the  happinefs  to  be  en¬ 
dowed  with  extraordinary  talents,  had  the  love  of  the 
people,  and  was  appointed  by  God  to  fucceed  to  the 

throne. 

This  perfecution  however,  had  fome  intermiflion. 
The  heart  of  Saul  fometimes  relented,  and  this  affords 
ftill  more  infight  into  his  chara&er, 

Saul  going  alone  into  a  cave,  where  David  and  his 
men  had  concealed  themfelves,  his  men  urged  him  to 
embrace  that  opportunity  of  killing  his  enemy;  but 
he  rejected  their  propofal  with  abhorrence,  and  ap¬ 
proaching  him  privily,  cut  of  the  fkirt  of  his  robe. 
When  Saul  had  left  the  cave,  David  called  to  him  at  a 
diftance,  fhowed  him  the  Ikirt  of  his  robe,  and  fo 
tenderly  expostulated  with  him  on  his  conduct,  that  he 
wept  aloud,  confeffed  David’s  innocence,  and  his  own. 
guilt,  and  after  making  David  fwear,  that  when  he 
came  to  the  throne,  he  would  not  injure  his  family, 
he  returned  home.* 

On  another  occafion,  when  Saul  came  out  with  three 
thoufand  chofcn  men,  David  went  with  Abifhai  into 
their  encampment  by  night,  and  finding  them  buried! 

*  Chap.  xxiv. 
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m  fleep,  though  Abifhni  alked  leave  to  kill  Saul,  yet 
David  peremptorily  forbade  him,  telling  him  of  the 
evil  of  it,  but  he  brought  off  the  fpear  and  the  crufe 
of  water,  which  lay  at  Saul’s  bolfter.  When  David 
had  retired  to  a  convenient  dillance,  he  upbraided 
Abner,  the  captain  of  Saul’s  holt,  for  his  negligence, 
and  again  expoflulated  with  Saul  on  his  conduit,  who 
fhewed  the  fame  compunction  as  before,  and  promifed 
David  to  make  no  more  attempts  on  his  life.*  David, 
however,  knowing  the  inftability  of  his  temper,  and 
how  little  dependance  was  to  be  put  in  his  declara¬ 
tions,  thought  it  fafeft  to  flee  out  of  his  dominions. 

In  how  pitiable  a  condition  does  Saul  appear!  The 
wretched  Have  ofbafe  paflions  !  O  firmer,  fee  in  him 
thine  own  picture  !  Thy  confcience  reproves  thee  at 
times,  for  thy  tranfgreflions,  and  fills  thee  with  lhame 
and  forrow  ;  thy  judgment  approves  what  is  right, 
and  thou  formeft  refolutions  to  amend  ;  but,  at  the  j 
onfet  of  temptation,  they  are  all  broken,  and  thou  art 
hurried  away  as  with  a  torrent.  Thus  thou  wilt  go 
on  finning  and  repenting,  unlefs  grace  feize  thy  heart, 
until  thou  lieft  down  in  endlefs  horror  and  delpair. 

We  find  no  amendment  in  Saul  as  he  approached 
nearer  to  the  end  of  life.  The  cloud  grew  Hill  thicker 

*  Chap,  xxvi, 


and  darker.  About  this  time,  the  Philidines  invaded 
the  land  of  Ifrael,  with  a  very  formidable  army.  They 
encamped  at  Shunem,  and  Saul  with  his  army  en¬ 
camped  on  Mount  Gilboa.  Tlie  Philidines  being 
more  numerous,  and  better  prepared  for  war,  Saul  was 
exceedingly  afraid  as  to  the  iflue  of  a  battle.  What 
increafed  his  fear  and  perplexity  was,  that  Samuel  was 
now  dead,  and  God  would  not  be  confulted  by  him, 
or  give  him  any  indru&ions.  In  this  exigence,  though 
he  had  before  banifhed  all  the  wizards,  and  thofe  that 
dealt  with  familiar  fpirits  out  of  the  land,  yet  he  had 
recourfe  for  confultation,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  law 
of  God,  to  a  woman  of  this  chara&er,  at  Endor. — It 
has  exercifed  both  ancient  and  modern  writers  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  Saul  faw  a  real  apparition,  or  whether 
he  was  deceived  by  the  woman  ;  whether  it  was  the 
ghod  of  Samuel,  or  fome  evil  fpirit  which  was  conju¬ 
red  up.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  from  the  circumdances 
of  the  relation  in  fcripture,  the  opinion  that  it  was  a 
real  apparition,  and  that  this  was  the  ghod  of  Samuel, 
which  God  permitted  to  appear,  is  mod  probable,  and 
is  bed  defended.*  But  whatever  we  may  think  of 
this,  the  conduct  of  Saul  was  weak,  inconfident,  and 
highly  difpleafing  to  God.  We  are  informed  that 
Saul  died  for  his  tranfgrejfion  which  he  committed  againjl 
the  Lord ,  even  againjl  the  word  of  the  Lord9  which  he 
*  Chap,  xxviii.  7. 
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kept  not,  and  alfo  for  afhing  counfel  of  one  that  had  a  fa- 

miliar  fpirit,  to  enquire  of  it;  and  enquired  not  of  the 
, Lord r»  * 

Mankind  have  in  all  ages  difcovered  a  difpofition 
to  pry  into  futurity,  and  there  have  been  fome,  artful 
enough  to  take  advantage  of  this  difpofition ;  who 
pretended  to  reveal  what  fhall  happen  to  men.  Were 
it  poffible  to  obtain  this  knowledge,  we  are  certainly 
better  without  it,  as  it  would  unfit  us  for  the  duties  of 
life,  and  entirely  deftroy  our  happinefs.  When  Saul 
heard  his  doom  he  fainted  away ;  yet  he  afterward 
joined  his  army,  and  probably  the  very  next  morning 
engaged  in  battle.  In  this  he  difplayed  uncommon 
refolution.  He  believed  that  he  mull  die,  and  yet  he  ” 
led  on  his  troops  and  aftedas  bravely  as  man  could  dc„ 
His  army  foon  gave  way,  and  were  purfued  with 
il  a  ugh  ter,  as  far  as  Mount  Gilboa.  His  three  fons 
were  among  the  flam,  and  he  himfelf  was  forely  wound* 
ed.  All  was  difmay  and  confufion,  beyond  remedy. 
Saul  finding  that  he  was  unable  to  efcape,  recjuefted 
his  armour-bearer  to  kill  him,  which  being  refufed,  he 
fell  upon  his  own  fword,  and  thus  died.  Here  he 
failed  of  true  magnanimity,  and  a&ed  more  like  the 
coward  than  the  hero.  He  had  courage  enough  to  die, 

but  not  enough  to  live.  He  had  courage  enough  to 
*  I  Chron.  x.  13.  14. 
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face  his  enemies  in  the  field,  but  not  enough  to  bear 
the  triumph  and  infults  01  a  vidfonous  enemy.  This 
fhows  that  his  courage  was  rather  conftitutional,  than 
the  effed  of  innate  greatnefs  of  mind  ;  that  he  de- 
ferves  rather  the  name  of  a  defperatc  man,  than  oi  a 

hero. 


The  manner pf  his  death  is  alfo  to  be  confidered  in 
a  more  ferious  light,  as  an  ad  of  atrocious  guilt,  and 
depriving  him  of  the  time  and  means  for  repentance* 
Indeed  the  chara&erof  Saul,  in  a  religious  view,  ap¬ 
pears,  through  his  whole  life,  unfavorable,  and  meft 
of  all  in  the  concluding  feene.  The  proverb,  Is  Saul 
alfo  among  the  prophets  ?  is  no  evidence  of  his  eaiiy 
piety.  He  is  feldom  found  to  acknowledge  God  in 
his  victories.  We  are  told  that  he  built  an  altar  unto 
the  Lord ,  and  the  hiftorian  is  careful  to  remark,  that  it 
was  the  firjl ,  which  implies  an  inattention  to  facred 

t 

things.  What  allowance  is  to  be  made,  by  reafon  of 
his  melancholy,  is  known  only  to  Him,  who  fearcheth 
the  hearts  and  trieth  the  reins  of  men  ;  and  he  hands 
or  falls,  by  his  fentence,  all  whofe  works  are  truth ,  and 
his  ways  judgment . 

Such,  my  brethren,  was  Saul ;  high  in  flation,  but 
debafed  by  his  crimes.  He  commanded  armies,  but 
could  not  command  himfelf.  In  the  pofiefiion  of  a 
kingdom,  a  fuccefsful  warrior,  and  furrounded  with 
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courtiers,  his  envy  and  jealoufy  gave  him  continual 
torment.  Alas  !  poor,  wretched  human  nature  !  Such 
we  all  are,  without  reftoring  and  fanftifying  grace. 
The  fame  principles  are  within  us,  and  need  only  the 
fame  circumftances  to  bring  them  into  exercife.  No¬ 
thing  can  fave  us  but  the  free  mercy  of  God  ;  nothing 
preferve  us  from  evil,  but  his  protefting  hand. 

In  fome  charafters,  you  are  called  to  imitate  then- 
virtues,  and  in  others  to  Ihun  their  vices.  Some  go 
before  to  lead  you  in  the  way  of  happinefs  j  and 
others,  by  taking  the  road  of  mifery,  call  aloud  to  be¬ 
ware.  If  we  mark  the  beginning  of  Saul’s  downfall, 
we  find  that  it  was  in  neglecting  God,  in  difobeying 
his  commands.  If  we  mark  the  progrefs  of  his  crimes 
and  attendant  miferies,  we  find  that  they  followed  on 
the  lofs  of  the  favor  and  prote&ion  of  God.  Ought 
not  we,  therefore,  to  be  deterred  by  this  example  from 
all  the  ways  of  known  fin,  and  fear  left,  by  repeated 
provocation,  God  withdraw  from  us  his  gracious  in¬ 
fluence  ?  And  that  then  wre  fhall  go  on  to  fill  up  the 
meafure  of  our  iniqui'ies?  Let  finners  take  warn¬ 
ing  in  time.  Let  them  comply  with  thefe  words  of 
the  Apofile,  Exhort  one  another  daily ,  while  it  is  called \ 

! To-day  ;  lejl  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitful* 
nefs  of  fin,  * 

*  Hcb.  iii, 
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Suffer  me  to  direct  the  attention  of  all,  to  the 
fulnefs  of  grace,  treafured  in  our  bleffed  Lord  and  Re¬ 
deemer  Jefus  Chrift.  Religion  is  begun  by  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  him,  and  it  is  carried  onbyftrength  continu¬ 
ally  derived  from  him.  In  all  our  addrefies,  we  mud 
point  you  to  him  as  your  only  hope  for  this  world,  and 
for  that  which  is  to  come.  He  is  the  way,  and  the 
truth  and  the  life .  He  is  made  of  God  unto  all  who  will 
receive  him,  wifdom,  righteoufnefs ,  fanBifcaiion  and  re - 
demotion.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  call  you  to  fubduc 
your  lulls,  and  to  obey  the  law  of  God,  unlefs  grace 
waspromifed  in  the  Saviour.  Reafon  and  philofophy 
may  do  much,  but  the  malady  of  our  nature  is  too 
deep  for  them  to  cure.  We  mull  be  renewed  by  the 
Holy  Gholl.  'The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace , 
long-fujfering,  gentlenefs,  go odnefs,  faith,  meehnefs,  tempe - 
ranee*  *  May  the  Lord,  in  his  abundant  mercy,  grant 

us  all  this  fpirit,  to  quicken,  to  guide,  to  comfort,  and 
to  work  every  good  work  within  us,  that  fo,  at  lalt, 
we  may  be  prepared  to  dwell  with  him  in  manfions  of 

eternal  holinefs  and  peace* 

*  Gal.  v. 
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2  Samuel  i.  2 6. 

v 

i  am  dtflrejfed for  thcey  my  brother  JONATHAN  :  very  pleafcint  haft 
thou  been  unto  me :  thy  love  to  me  zuc.s  WONDERFUL,  pojftng  the 
love  of  women, 

^  JJ  VHE  holy  fcriptures  not  only  make  us  wife  unto 
falvation,  but  they  exceed  all  other  writings  in 
the  variety  and  excellence  of  the  compoftion.  In 
them  we  find  all  forts  of  flyle  ;  the  hiflorical,  the  poet- 
ical,  and  the  dida&ic  ;  the  fimple,  the  pathetic,  and 
the  fublime.  Diftindl  from  their  main  defign,  they 
are  calculated  to  improve  the  under  Handing  and  refine 
the  tafle. 

The  words  now  read  are  part  of  the  fineft  elegy  any 
where  to  be  found  $  an  elegy  written  by  David  on  the 

T 
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mournful  occafion  of  the  death  of  Saul,  and  Jonathan 
his  Ion.  Surely  we  may  fay,  that  by  thefe  lines  he 
has  ere  fled  a  monument  more  durable  than  marble, 
than  brafs  ;  nay,  which  will  only  fade  with  time  itfelf. 

It  Js  worthy  of  remark,  that  while  he  laments  the 
aeath  of  Saul  as  a  public  lofs,  and  mentions  with  ten- 
dernefs  what  was  amiable  in  both  father  and  fon  ;  yet 
the  lofs  of  Jonathan  molt  deeply  wrings  his  heart. 
Alter  celebrating  him  as  the  prince  and  the  warrior, 
he  pours  forth  his  whole  foul,  when  he  fpeaks  of  him 
as  the  friend.  Here  no  Words  could  equal  the  fubjeift ; 
nor  would  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart  permit  him,  indeed, 
to  feek  for  fine  figures  ;  but  he  exclaims  in  the  artlefs 
language  of  grief,  I  am  difrejfed  for  thee ,  my  brother 
Jonathan .  This  was  the  moft  melancholly  part  of 
the  theme.  When  he  ft  ruck  this  flow,  folemn,  and 
plaintive  note,  it  fhrvering  went  through  all  his  frame. 
We  icarce  know  whether  to  admire  moft  the  deceafed, 
or  the  furviving  friend  ;  the  one  who  was  worthy  to 
oe  th  Jo  lamented,  01  the  other  who  poured  lus  grief  in 
fuch  drains  as  thefe.  The  friendfhip  which  had  fub- 
liked  oetween  them  is  not  equalled  by  any  other  exam¬ 
ple  in  facred  or  profane  hiftory,  and  is  hardly  exceeded 
by  romance  itfelf. 
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What  I  have  in  view  is  to  make  fome  general  obfer- 
Vations  on  friendship  ;  to  mention  the  qualities  necef- 
fary  in  a  friend  ;  illuftrating  thefe  things  by  the  exam¬ 
ple  before  us ;  and  then  to  make  a  natural  and  very 
ferious  conclusion. 

Th'is  is  a  fubjed  which  has  been  treated  by  fome 
of  thebefl  pens,  and  is  often  the  topic  of  converfation. 
To  do  full  juftice  to  it  at  prefent,  is  not  pretended; 
but,  it  is  hoped,  that  fome'thing  may  be  fuggeflcd 
tending  to  dired  our  condud,  and  promote  our  happi- 
nefs  in  life. 


Friendship  is  an  union  between  two  perfons, 
founded  on  mutual  edeem,  and  cemented  by  mutual 
affedion  and  kind  offices.  Some  mean  by  friendfhip, 
only  that  benevolence  which  unites  virtuous  minds, 
without  confining  it  to  individuals.  Thus,  chridian 
charity  has  been  called  “  friendship  to  all  the  world.” 
But,  what  is  properly  called  friendship  is  not  fo  ex¬ 
tended.  The  heart  does  not  admit  all  equally.  One, 
or  at  lead  a  few  are  Angularly  chofen  and  fingulaily 
beloved.  At  the  fame  time,  a  general  benevolence  is 
an  excellent  preparative,  and  the  bed  foundation  for 
friendship.  It  likewife  differs  from  the  pleafure  we 
have  in  an  entertaining  companion,  from  the  affedion 
we  bear  to  a  relative,  and  from  the  gratitude  we  feel  to 
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one  who  has  laid  us  under  obligation.  In  neither  of 
theft  cafes,  may  the  efleem  and  confidence  be  fuch  as 
to  conftitute  a  perfedl  friendfhip. — We  may  obferve, 
on  this  fubjedl, 


First,  That  friendfhip,  as  now  Hated,  is  not  en¬ 
joined  as  a  duty.  It  is  a  matter  of  choice,  and  mufl 
ever  depend  upon  the  circumflances  in  which  we  are 
placed.  Had  it  been  commanded,  then  it  would 
have  been  indifpenfable,  and  by  the  neglect  we  would 
become  criminal.  For  want  of  attending  to  this  dif- 
tindlion,  a  certain  writer  has  call  an  unjufl  cenfure 
upon  the  goipel  of  Chrifl,  as  if  it  were  extremely  defi¬ 
cient  “  in  having  no  where  enjoined  and  required  the 
exercife  of  friendfhip  ;  a  virtue,”  fays  he,  “  the  moil 
amiable  and  excellent.”  Now,  though  it  be  allowed 
that  friendfhip  is  amiable  and  excellent,  and  the  fource 
of  our  greatefl  pleafure  and  advantage,  yet  it  could 
not  properly  be  commanded  in  any  fyllem  of  religion 
or  morals ;  becaufe  we  may  be  in  fuch  circumflances, 
as  never  to  meet  with  a  friend.  Such  a  thing  mufl 
ever  be  rare  in  the  world.  David  found  only  one  Jona¬ 


than.  The  peculiar  temper,  and  other  accidents  com¬ 
bined  to  form  this  friendfhip,  which,  probably,  never 
happened  in  his  life  again.  It  is  obferved  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  Auguftus,  when  lamenting  the  death  of  his 
friends,  “  That  though  he  could  inflantly  repair  the 
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dedru&ion  of  whole  fleets  and  armies  ;  and  bid  Rome* 
after  a  general  conflagration,  rife  out  of  her  afbes  even 
with  more  luftre  than  before  ;  he  was  yet  unable,  du¬ 
ring  a  whole  life,  to  fill  up  thofe  lading  vacancies  m 
his  friendfhip.',;  ^ 

A 

But,  though  friendship  be  not  enjoined  in  our  holy 
religion,  yet  it  is  recommended  by  the  example  before 
us,  and  by  the  example  of  our  blefled  Lord  himfelf. 
He  had  a  difciple  whom  he  loved,*  He  alfo  diftin- 
euifhed  Lazarus  whom  he  railed  from  the  dead  with 
a  peculiar  love  ;  and  was  more  than  commonly  attached 
to  that  whole  family  ;  for  we  are  exprefsly  told,  that 
he  loved  Martha ,  and  her  Jjjler,  and  Lazarui  ;  j  by 

•  t 

which  we  are  to  underhand,  that  though  he  loved  all 
mankind,  yet  thefe  perfons  {hared  greatly  in  his  affec¬ 
tion  and  attention.  Befides,  he  hath,  by  precept, 
enjoined  love  to  all  in  the  mod  plain  and  forcible  terms ; 
and  this,  as  has  been  faid,  is  the  only  fure  and  lading 
foundation  for  particular  friendfhips.  This  leads  mat 
to  obferve, 

Again,  That  particular  fnendfliip,  or  an  attach¬ 
ment  to  one  above  another,  does  not  leflen,  but  rather 
promotes  univerfal  benevolence.  The  heart  mod  fuA 
r  J(  hn  xiii.  23,  f  John  xi.  5. 
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ceptible  of  friendfhip  will  ever  be  the  moft  charitable 
to  mankind  in  general.  We  do  not  find  that  the  affec¬ 
tion  we  bear  to  family  and  kindred  hinders  a  regard 
foi  otners.  The  focial  affe&ions  increafe  by  exercife. 
The  heart  expands ;  and  by  attending  to  thofe  with 
whom  we  are  more  particularly  connected,  we  learn  to 
pity  and  relieve  thofe  who  are  ffrangersto  us.  While, 


Inerefuie,  inendfiip  is  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  a  gen¬ 
eral  good  will,  it  is  by  no  means  incompatible  with  it ; 
out,  on  the  contrary,  that  heart  capable  of  thofe  finer 
feelings  which  are  exercifed  in  friendffiip,  will  be  moft 
apt  to  embrace  human  kind.  Surely  the  bleffed  Sa¬ 
viour  roved  all,  and  was  conftantly  employed  in  doing 


gooa  offices ;  and  yet  we  fee  that  fome  received  moft 
of  his  attention  and  care.. 


A  TH  ird  obfervation  is,  that  friendfhip  is  moft  apt 
to  be  contracted  in  younger  life  ;  and  is  moft  firm  and 
lafting  between  thofe  of  the  fame  age  and  engaged  in 
the  fame  purfuits.  In  youth  the  affeCtions  are  warm, 
and  the  heart  is  unfufpicious  ;  and  therefore,  at  this 
feafon  a  connection  of  this  kind  is  moft  apt  to  begin. 
Then,  indeed,  through  want  of  judgment,  very  impro¬ 
per  ones  may  be  formed,  which  more  experience  will 
correCl  ;  and  which,  perhaps,  different  purfuits  in 
life  may  wholly  deftroy* 


* 
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The  firil  account  we  have  of  the  attachment  be¬ 
tween  Jonathan  and  David  was,  when  David  appeared 
before  Saul  with  the  head  of  Goliah  in  his  hand.  They 
were  both  young,  and  probably,  there  was  but  little 
difparity  in  their  age.  Befides  their  amiable  qualities, 
they  were  both  remarkable  for  their  valour,  which,  from 
the  continual  wars  in  which  the  nation  was  engaged, 
was  highly  prized.  The  courage  which  David  had 
fhown  in  accepting  the  challenge  of  the  giant/and 
his  noble  conduct  on  this  occafion,  no  doubt,  drew 
the  attention  of  fo  brave  a  prince  as  Jonathan  ;  and 
finding  many  other  accomplifhments  united,  he  imme¬ 
diately  conceived  the  hiedieft  affection  for  him.  This 

j  O 

was  returned  on  the  part  of  David.  The  language  of 
feripture  is  very  ftrong  and  exprefiive  ;  The  foul  of  Jo¬ 
nathan  was  knit  with  the  fen!  of  David,  and  Jonathan 
loved  him  as  his  own  foul.  Vv7  e  are  alfo  informed  that 
they  made  a  covenant.  *  They  profeffedly  entered  into 
an  alliance  of  friendship,  and,  probably,  confirmed  it 
by  a  mutual  oath,  as  we  exprefsly  read  of  their  doing 
afterwards.  We  may  well  apply  to  them,  the  lines 
applied  to  two  heroes  in  later  days  : 

“  Great  fouls  by  inftindl  to  each  other  turn, 

“  Demand  alliance,  and  in  friendlhip  burn.” 

It  was  on  this  occafion  that  Jonathan  prefented  David 

with  his  robe ,  his  fword 9  his  bow ,  and  his  girdle.  Thefc 
*  I  Sam.  xviii,  I — 3. 
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had  graced  the  fide  of  the  princely  Jonathan,  and  they 
no  lefs  graced  the  fide  of  his  elegant  and  fprightly 
friend.  This  example  (hows  that  lively  frlendflfip  is 
g^neially  conceived  between  the  young,  and  thofe 
having  the  fame  profpefts  and  purfuits  in  life.  In  ad¬ 
vanced  age  the  affections  cool  and  difappointments 
four  the  temper.  The  knowledge  and  the  diftruft  of 
mankind  too  often  go  together. — It  is  neceflary  like- 
wife,  in  order  to  be  firm  and  lading,  that  friendfhip  be 
between  equals,  and  thofe  agreed  in  great  and  leading 
fcntiments.  1  hough  it  may  fubfiil  where  there  is  no 
Uniting  fimnarity  of  temper  and  accomplifhments, 

I 

yet  if  perfons  be  of  different  parties  in  religion  or  poli¬ 
tics,  this  will  produce  debate  and  animolity,  which 
mull  foon  cool,  if  not  extinguifh  the  fparks  of  affedlion* 

Only  another  obfervation  need  be  added,  and  that 
is  an  important  one  ;  that  all  true  friendfhip  mull  be 
founded  on  virtue.  The  unions  which  have  not  this  for 
their  foundation,  and  are  not  deligned  to  promote  each 
others  real  happinefs,  (and  this  can  be  found  only  in 
the  paths  of  religion  and  virtue,)  deferve  rather  the 
name  of  confpiracies  or  confederacies.  Such  are  to 
be  found  among  men,  and  preferved  too  with  great 
fidelity  ;  and  if  in  a  good  or  juft  caufe,  would  deferve 
commendation.  We  admire  the  principle,  but  deteft 
the  end.  A  virtuous  friendfhip  has  not  only  temporal* 
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but  fpiritual  advantage  in  view.  It  looks  forward  to 
eternity.  It  is  not  diffolved  even  by  death  ;  but  (had 
glow  with  more  ardent  flame  in  the  pure  realms  of 
everladmg  biifs  and  peace. 

The  firft  quality  therefore  in  a  friend  is,  that  he  be 
virtuous;  or,  in  other  words,  that  he  love  God,  and 
pay  the  drifted  regard  to  his  laws.  Among  chridians, 
that  he  be  a  profelTor  of  the  religion  of  Chrid  ;  and, 
according  to  what  has  been  already  faid,  tnat  there 
be  an  agreement  in  great  and  leading  ientiments.  Net 
that  friendfhlp  cannot  and  does  not  fubdd  in  other 
circumdances,  but  that  it  is  lefs  frequent,  or  at  lead, 
is  not  without  danger.  But  however  this  be,  virtue, 
or  religion  is  abfolutely  necedary  to  render  it  ufeful 
and  lading. 

Again,  It  is  required  in  a  friend  that  he  be  didnter- 
eded.  Though  advantage  and  pleafure  refult  from 
friendfhip,  yet  thefe  are  not  the  main  objefts  in  the 
union.  Mutual  attentions  and  kind  offices  nouridi 
and  drengthen  it ;  but  it  is  formed  didmft  from  any 
confideration  of  this  kind,  and  is  didntereded  in  its  afts. 

In  the  example  before  us,  the  greated  didntereded- 
nefs  appears,  particularly  on  the  fide  of  Jonathan.  His 
many  a£ls  of  kindnefs  were  not  performed  became 
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he  }l0Ped  t0  derlve  any  profit,  but  becaufe  he  loved 
David ;  nay,  they  were  performed  at  the  evident 
nique  of  his  father’s  difpleafure,  his  own  popularity, 
and  the  lofs  at  Jail  of  the  kingdom.  David  continue 
ally  grew  in  favor  with  the  army,  nor  was  it  unknown 
to  Jonathan,  that  he  was  appointed  by  God  to  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  throne.  There  were  more  reafons  why 
David  fhould  be  attached  to  Jonathan,  and  yet  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  alfo  difinterefted.  Why  elfe  did 
he  fo  unfeignedly  mourn  for  his  death  ?  Why  after¬ 
ward  fo  amply  provide  for  his  helplefs  fon  ?  It  was  not 
becaufe  Jonathan  was  neceffary  to  him  in  a  time  of  dif- 
trefs,  that  he  profeffed  friend/hip  ;  nor  did  he  fecretly 
rejoice  at  his  death,  while  he  filed  a  few  hypocritical 
tears  ;  but  he  loved  the  man  as  himfelf,  and  had  Jona¬ 
than  lived  he  would  have  fhared  the  kingdom  with 
him.  The  advancement  of  one  was  the  advancement 
of  the  other.  They  had  no  feparate  interefts,  and  it 
may  be  faid,  that  one  foul  a6tuated  both  bodies. 

Again,  It  is  required  in  a  friend  that  he  be  zealous 
and  a£live  ;  and  that  he  be,  at  the  fame  time,  prudent 
and  difcreet.  2eal  without  prudence  may  do  injury 
when  a  benefit  is  intended.  For  this  reafon  fome  have 
preferred  a  prudent  to  a  zealous  friend.  It  is  certain 
that  much  noife  and  ofientation  are  not  commendable 
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TjKIL  and  prudence  were  remarkably  united  in  Jo¬ 
nathan.  He  was  unwearied  in  his  endeavours  to  ferve 
David*  He  repeatedly  pleaded  his  caufe  in  the  mofb 
affectionate  manner  with  Saul,  and  never  failed  to 
give  notice  of  his  fuccefs.  Let  me  produce  only  one 
indance.  At  the  feaft  of  the  new-moon,  David,  know¬ 
ing  Saul's  hatred  againff  him,  wa9  afraid  to  take  his 
feat.  Jonathan  undertook  to  find  out  the  temper  of 
his  father,  and  give  David  notice,  while  he  lay  con¬ 
cealed  in  a  field,  by  certain  figns  agreed  upon  between 
them.  Faithful  to  his  truft,  having  difcovered  to  his 
forrow  the  implacable  refentment  of  his  father,  he  re¬ 
paired  to  the  field,  gave  the  fig n  appointed,  and  having 
difmiffed  a  young  man  he  took  with  him,  and  who  was 
an  utter  lli anger  to  the  bufinefs,  there  commenced  a 
fcene  between  the  two  friends  the  moft  interefting  and 
afieCting.  The  facred  hidorian  informs  us,  that  as 
focn  as  the  lad  was  gone ,  David  arofe  out  of  a  place  to - 
war  as  the  j but h,  and  fell  on  his  face  to  the  ground,  and 
bowed  himfelf  three  times  :  and  they  hijfed  One  another , 
and  wept  one  with  another ,  until  David  exceeded.  *— In 
the  words  of  the  text,  David  mentions  the  love  of  Jo¬ 
nathan  to  him  as  being  wonderful ,  paffing  the  love  of  wo¬ 
men.  It  exceeded  the  love  of  even  thefe,  who  ufually 
love  with  moie  aidency  and  anxious  concern  than  men, 

thofe  with  whom  they  are  conueaed,  No  greater  e«i 

*  *  Sam.  xx.  4I0 
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comium  could  be  bellowed  on  his  love*  than  by  com¬ 
paring  it  with  that  fen  Ability*  warmth,  and  delicacy 
which  are  peculiarly  charadteriflic  of,  and  which  beau¬ 
tify  the  other  fex. 

Nor  was  the  love  of  David  lefs  tender  and  vehe¬ 
ment.  It  is  faid,  in  the  pafiage  juft  quoted,  that  in 
tendernefs  he  exceeded*  It  was  not  indeed  in  his  power 
to  be  fo  ferviceable  to  his  friend,  as  his  friend  was  to 
him.  The  cruel  jealoufy  of  Saul  prevented  his  pre« 
fence  at  the  adlion  on  Mount  Gilboa.  David  was 
the  only  man  likely  to  have  retrieved  the  honors 
of  the  day.  But  alas,  when  his  friend  funk  under 
fuperior  numbers,  he  was  confined  to  his  tent  at 
Ziklag.  Had  David  been  there,  Jonathan  had  not 
fallen,  or  they  had  fallen  together.  Dillant  from  the 
bloody  fcene,  unable  to  fupp'ort  his  friend,  or  rally 
the  difpirited  troops,  and  avenge  his  death,  he  raifes 
loud,  but  unavailing  lamentation.  He  makes  Gilboa, 
however,  famous  to  the  latefl  ages.  At  the  moment 
he  blafts  it  in  poetic  vengeance,  and  renders  it  a  dry 
and  barren  fpot,  by  his  verfe,  he  entwines  an  immor¬ 
tal  wreathe  for  his  friend,  or  caufes  ever-greens  to 
flioot  up  all  around  and  fhade  the  dufky  hill. 

But,  to  mention  farther  the  qualifications  of  a 

,  r.  ' 

friend,  it  is  neceffary  that  he  have  a  franknefs  or  open- 
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nefs  of  temper.  He  ought  to  be  free  from  referve, 
fufpicion,  orjealoufy;  for  where  thefe  fubfifl  they 
deftroy  confidence.  That  maxim  which  fome  adopt, 
u  that  a  man  ought  fo  to  converfe  with  his  friend,  as 
if  he  was  one  day  to  become  his  enemy,”  is  the  bane 
of  real  friendfhip.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  there  can¬ 
not  be  freedom,  confidence,  and  an  unreferved  commu¬ 
nication  of  fentiments.  As  a  friend  will  not  betray, 
fo  neither  muft  he  harbor  the  fufpicion  of  being  be¬ 
trayed.  He  is  another  felf  who  may  be  freely  traded. 
To  this  quality  ought  to  be  added  faithfulnefs  in  men¬ 
tioning  the  faults  of  his  friend,  and  patience  in  hear¬ 
ing  his  own.  This  is  a  difficult  part  in  friendfhip, 
and  requires  to  be  managed  with  prudence,  mildnefs, 
and  tendernefs. 

Another  important  quality  is  evennefs  and  con- 
ilancy  of  behaviour.  An  unequal  temper,  and  efpe- 
cially  one  fubjedt  to  Harts  of  paffion,  is  oppofed  to  a 

friendly  union  ;  and  an  inconftant  temper  which  is 

• 

ever  fubjedl  to  change  from  caprice,  to  hearken  to  the 
whifpers  of  flander,  and  to  be  allured  by  new  objects, 
will  not  encourage  aependancel 

>  *  : „  .  *  * 

Perhaps  thefe  are  the  moft  ftriking  features  in  a 
friend,  with  which  the  others  will  be  found  always 

U 
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united.  Thefe  qualities  are  fo  rare,  and  there  are  fo 
many  chances,  if  we  may  fo  fpeak,  that  the  perfon  who 
has  them,  may  not  meet  with  another,  that  it  is  eafy  to 
fee  that  real  friendfhip  can  feldom  be  found.  It  is  faid 
cf  Socrates,  that  when  building  himfelf  a  houfe  at 
Athens,  being  afked  by  one,  that  obferved  the  little- 
nefs  of  the  defign,  why  a  man  fo  eminent  would  not 
have  an  abode  more  fuitable  to  his  dignity  he  re¬ 
plied,  “  That  he  fhould  think  himfelf  fufhciently  ac¬ 
commodated,  if  he  could  fee  that  narrow  habitation 
filled  with  real  friends.”  Such  was  his  opinion  of  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  number.  So  many  difappointments 
are  experienced  in  this  matter ;  fo  much  infincerity  and 
felfifhnefs  appear  in  the  world  ;  fo  many  are  found  to 
profefs  friendfhip  in  a  day  of  profperity,  and  hide 
themfelves  in  a  day  of  adverfity ;  that  fome  in  mortifi¬ 
cation  and  chagrin  adopt  the  words  of  the  poet : 

«  And  what  is  friendfhip,  but  a  name, 

“  A  charm  that  lulls  to  ficep  ; 

««  A  fhade  that  follows  wealth  or  fame, 

«  But  leaves  the  wretch  to  weep 


What  an  ineflimable  blefling  have  they  found  who 
have  a  friend  !  What  pleafure  and  advantage  refult 
from  an  union  fueh  as  has  been  defcribed !  O  Jona¬ 
than,  we  envy  thee  not  that  thou  waft  the  fon  of  a 
kins: ;  a  fuccefsful  warrior  ;  and  that  thou  diedft 
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fighting  the  battles  of  thy  country  ;  but  we  envy  thee 
thy  generous,  honeft,  and  difinterefted  heart.  Thou 
wall  the  friend  of  diflrefied  innocence  ;  the  friend  of 
mankind.  Envy  thee,  did  we  fay  ?  Rather  we  defire 
to  efteem  and  emulate  thy  virtues,  that  like  thee,  wc 
may  live  beloved,  and  die  lamented. 

Are  any  of  us,  my  brethren,  difpofed  to  complain, 
that  men  appear  fo  much  guided  by  interefl  and  pre¬ 
judice,  to  fay  nothing  of  bafer  paflions,  as  to  be  un¬ 
worthy  of  our  love  and  confidence  ? — To  know  the 
corruption  of  the  human  heart,  and  efpecially  to  feel 
our  own,  is  doubtlefs  important  and  ufeful,  as  it  teaches 
us  the  dreadful  effects  of  our  apoftacy  from  God  and 
the  necefiity  of  regenerating  grace ;  but  this  know¬ 
ledge  is  converted  to  a  bad  ufe,  and  proves  injurious 
to  our  happinefs,  when  it  leads  11s  to  hate  and  defpife 
human  nature  in  general.  Bad  as  it  is,  there  are  fiill 
found,  paruculaily  under  the  culture  of  education  and 
the  influence  of  religion,  fome  amiable  difpofitions. 
Perhaps  in  every  man  there  is  fomewhat  to  praife,  as 
well  as  fomewhat  to  blame.  We  would  be  better  em¬ 
ployed,  if  mftead  of  complaining  of  others,  we  would 
more  lludy  to  watch  over  and  corredl  our  own  fail- 
ings  ;  for  often  our  miflake  and  our  mifery  arife  from 
this  quarter ;  not  that  others,  but  that  we  ourfelveg 
are  bad.  We  ought  to  cultivate  diligently  thofe  qual- 
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ities  which  attra 61  the  efteem  of  the  virtuous  and  the 
good.  This  will  retain  our  friends,  if  we  have  them  ; 
and  if  we  have  not,  it  will  render  us  worthy  of  them. 
A  man  that  hath  friends ,  nvfl Jhew  himfelf friendly  .* 

I  promised  to  condudl  you  on  this  fubjeCt  to  a 
natural  and  very  ferious  conclufion. 

Is  it  not  natural  in  confidering  the  imperfection  of 
men  here  below,  to  turn  our  attention  to  a  future  (late 
of  exiftence  ;  to  reflect  on  the  glorious  profpeCts  which 
the  gofpel  affords  ?  It  reveals  a  heaven  of  complete 
holinefs  and  happinefs,  where  all  the  redeemed  fhall  be 
united  ;  where  thofe  things  which  now  prevent  friend- 
fhip,  or  interrupt  it  when  formed,  fhall  no  more  be 
found ;  but  harmony  and  peace  fhall  forever  reign. 

There  all  will  be  fincere  ;  no  competitions  and  jealou- 

*  - 

ftes  can  arife  between  them  ;  but  they  will  love  as 
children  of  the  fame  father  ;  united  in  heart  as  in  voice 
in  afcribing  praife  unto  him  that  loved  them ,  and  wafted 
them  from  their  fins  in  his  own  llood. 

Nor  is  it,  my  brethren,  a  foreign  confideration  on 
this  fubjeCt,  that  friends,  who  in  this  world  took  fweet 
counfel  together,  fhall  meet  again.  Death  makes  only 
a  temporary  feparation.  In  this  view,  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  exalts  and  perfe&s  friendfhip.  it  is  not  an  union 
*  Prov.  xviii,  24* 
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for  a  few  days,  but  the  beginning  of  an  eternal  one  in 
heaven.  We  ought  not  therefore  to  forrow  at  their 
death,  as  thofe  who  have  no  hope ,  but  confider  them  as 
having  gone  a  fhort  time  before  us  ;  and  it  may  be,  that 
they  will  be  employed  foon  to  welcome  us  to  the  fame 
place.  We  know  fo  little  of  the  world  of  fpirits,  ol 
their  fociety,  condition,  and  employments,  that  we 
ought  to  fpeak  with  caution  ;  and  yet  fo  much  of 
our  happinefs  here  depends  on  fociety,  and  particularly 
on  the  company  and  converfation  of  friends,  that  we 
cannot  help  extending  the  idea  beyond  the  grave.  At 
leaft  this  is  certain,  that  all  who  die  in  the  Lord  are 
forever  happy.  Were  our  friends  amiable  here  ?  It  is 
our  unfpeakable  confolation,  that  they  are  now  freed 
from  all  fin  and  forrow  ;  that  they  have  joined  a  purer 
fociety,  with  which,  if  we  are  partakers  of  the  fame 
faith,  wc  fhall  be  united  before  long. 

Suffer  me  now  to  introduce  to  yourviewfomething 
more  ferious  hill ;  to  carry  you  from  Mount  Gilboa  to 
Calvary;  to  turn  your  attention  from  Jonathan  to 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Have  you  admired  a  mortal 
love  ?  What  think  you  then  of  the  love  of  the  Son  of 
God  ?  Have  you  admired  the  qualities  of  an  earthly 
friend  ?  What  think  you  of  Him  who  is  altogether 
lovely  ?  Have  you  lamented  the  rich  blood  died  on 
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Gilboa  ?  What  think  you  of  the  blood  divine  which 
dreamed  on  Calvary  ?  And  for  whom  did  he  die  ?  For 
finners  of  our  race ;  not  for  his  friends,  but  his  ene¬ 
mies.  For  this  he  left  the  glories  of  heaven,  and 
veiled  himfelf  with  flefh  ;  for  this  he  fuffered  the  re¬ 
proach  and  contempt  of  men  and  devils ;  and  for  this 
he  underwent  the  mod  cruel  death.  See  him  dretched, 
not  on  the  bed  of  earthly  honor,  but  bound  as  a  crimi¬ 
nal  and  delivered  up  a  victim  to  divine  judice  !  Here 
was  love.  Here  is  a  friend ;  a  friend  you  all  need  ; 
and  without  whom  you  mud  be  forever  miferable. 
One  able  and  willing  to  fave  you.  One,  whofe  favor 
not  only  alleviates  the  evils  of  life,  but  whofe  glory 
makes  heaven  itfelf ;  whofe  dominion  extends  to  all 
worlds.  He  hath  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death .  He 
rofe  from  the  dead  by  his  own  power,  and  is  now  ex¬ 
alted  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour.  He  is  a  friend  in 
heaven  to  manage  the  concerns  of  his  people  ;  he  ten¬ 
derly  fympathizes  with  them ;  and  will  bring  them 
through  all  their  tribulations  to  eternal  red  and  peace. 
O  finners,  make  the  Lord  Jefus  your  friend.  Dying 
men,  lay  hold  on  the  Saviour.  Are  you  poor  and 
defen celefs  ?  Behold  one  ready  to  help  you  5  one  who 
will  never  forfake  you,  in  ficknefs  or  health,  in  profpe- 
rity  or  adverfity ;  one  who  will  guide  you  with  his 
counfel,  and  afterwards  receive  you  to  glory.  In  this 
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(late  of  affliction  you  need  fomething  to  cheer  and 
fupportyou*  Where  can  you  find  this,  except  in  the 
joys  of  religion  ?  Did  all  the  world  court  and  applaud 
you,  you  would  be  dill  friendlefs  without  the  favor  of 
God.  After  a  few  fflort  and  unfatisfying  pleafures, 
you  mud  lie  down  in  endlefs  forrow.  Only  a  God 
reconciled  in  Chrid  will  fweeten  friendfflip  and  every 
earthly  bleffing ;  and  bring  you  at  lad  to  fulnefs  of 
joy  and  pleafures  for  evermore. 

Happy  beyond  expreffion  are  you,  my  brethren, 
who  have  chofen  Jefus  as  your  friend  ;  who  are  faying 
of  him,  This  is  my  beloved ,  and  this  is  my  friend ;  my 
beloved  is  mine ,  and  I  am  his .  From  other  friends  you 
may  be  feparated  $  but  he  is  always  with  you  ;  they 
may  be  unfaithful,  but  of  him  you  are  never  afhamed  ; 
they  may  not  be  able  to  help  you,  but  he  is  infinitely 
wife  and  powerful.  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge ,  and 
underneath  are  the  everlcfling  arms •  Did  you  dwell  un¬ 
der  the  burning  line,  he  would  be  there  to  refrefh  you  ; 
or,  were  you  buried  in  fnows  and  darknefs  under  the 
poj.e  of  the  earth,  his  prefence  would  afford  you  light 
and  heat.  The  Lord  God  is  a  fun  andjhield  :  the  Lord 
will  give  grace  and  glory  :  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold 
from  them  that  walk  uprightly ,  * 

*  Pfalm  Ixgxiv.  n, 
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And  fhe  faid ,  As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth ,  I  have  net  a  cake ,  hut 
an  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel ,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  crufe  : 
and  behold ,  I  a?n  gathering  tzvo  fieks ,  go  in,  and  drefs 

it  for  me  and  my  fon ,  that  %ve  may  eat  it  and  die, 

Y  T  is  difficult  to  fay  any  tiling  new  on  fo  common 
and  beaten  a  fubjed  as  charity.  The  moil  that 
can  be  expected  at  this  late  hour  is,  either  novelty  of 
manner,  or  warmth  of  addrefs. 

The  texts  which  offer  themfelves  on  occafions  of 
this  kind  are,  indeed,  many  and  important.  To  a 
people  fo  well  inilrufted  as  you  are,  they  mull  be  very 
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familiar  £  and  from  your  readinefs  to  perform  your 
duty  in  this  refpeft,  there  needs  little  more  than  to 
remind  you  of  it,  or  afford  you  the  opportunity  of 
doing  it. 

The  words  now  chofen  as  the  foundation  of  a  dif- 
courfe  will  not  appear  unfuitabie,  if  properly  treated. 
They  are  the  aniwer  of  the  Widow  of  Zarephath 
to  the  prophet  Elijah,  and  deferiptive  of  the  extreme 
diftrefs  to  which  Ihe  and  her  fon  were  reduced.  No 
perfon  of  fenfibility  can  hear  them  without  being  in* 
terefted  and  affeded. 

It  will  be  neceffary,  firfi,  to  relate  the  hiitory  with 
which  they  are  connected  ;  and  then  to  make  fuch  re¬ 
fections  as  this  may  fuggefl,  and  as  may  tend  to  call 
our  benevolence  into  real  exercife. 

D  uring  the  wicked  reign  of  Ahab  king  of  Ifrael, 
when  a  general  corruption  of  manners  prevailed  among 
the  people,  the  Lord  was  pleafed,  in  order  to  awaken 
them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  idolatry,  and  bring  them  to 
repentance,  to  withhold  rain  for  the  fpace  of  three 
years  and  fix  months.  Of  this  judgment  Elijah  the 
Tifhbite  forewarned  Ahab.  Zealous  for  the  true 
worfhip,  he  prayed  earneftly,  that  God  would  Ihow 
this  evident  token  of  his  difpleafure,  as  a  mean  of  vin- 
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dicating  his  own  honor,  and  reclaiming  the  people 
from  their  wickednefs.  The  prayer  of  Elijah  was 
anfwered,  and  the  windows  of  Heaven  were  flopped. 
The  fprings  of  water  foon  failed  ;  verdure  difap- 
peared  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  a  diftrefling 
famine  pervaded  the  whole  land. 

In  this  general  calamity  the  prophet  himfelf  would 
have  been  involved,  had  not  the  Lord,  in  a  miraculous 
way,  made  provifion  for  him.  He  flood  expofed  too, 
to  the  ciuel  refentment  of  A.hab,  who  fought  to  pu« 
nifh  him  as  though  he  had  been  the  author  of  misfor¬ 
tunes  to  the  kingdom.  The  prophet,  therefore,  ac¬ 
cording  to  tne  command  of  God,  concealed  himfelf 
by  the  brook  Cherith  near  Jordan.  Here  he  dwelt  a 
whole  year,  fecure  from  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and 
unhurt  by  the  famine.  The  brook  fupplied  him  with 
drink,  and  ravens,  by  divine  dire&ion,  brought  him  his 
daily  food.  Thefe  creatures,  naturally  voracious  and 
untender  to  their  young,  the  Lord  made  to  adminifler 
to  the  necefiities  of  his  fervant.  Thus,  under  the  fha - 
dow  of  the  Almighty ,  he  cheerfully  and  fafely  abode, 
and,  perhaps,  expe&ed  kill  to  continue  ;  but,  through 
the  excefs  of  the  drought,  the  brook  at  length  dried 
tip.  And  though  God  could  as  eafily  have  furnifhed 
with  drink  as  with  food,  yet,  iii  order  to  exercife 
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his  faith,  and  fulfil  the  defigns  of  providence,  he  was 
ordered  to  repair  to  another  place* 

Were  it  proper  to  make  reflections  here,  we  might 
ohferve,  how  uncertain  all  earthly  comforts  are  !  They 
may  well  be  compared  to  the  brook  of  which  the  pro¬ 
phet  drank,  and  which  dried  up*  While  we  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  many  days  of  fatisfa&ion  and  pleafure, 
we  meet  with  fudden  and  grievous  difappointment.  It 
is  thus  wifely  ordered,  that  fo  we  may  not  reft  here, 
but  betake  ourfelves  to  a  living  fountain,  and,  with  joy 
draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvaiion . 

Elijah  was  now  directed  to  go  to  Zarephath,  and 
informed,  that  he  would  find  there  a  widow  woman 
who  fiiould  fuftain  him.  He  obeyed;  and  when  he 
came  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  behold,  he  met  this  wo¬ 
man  gathering  a  little  tuel  to  drefs  her  laft  morfel. 
Though  this  city,  called,  by  the  Evangelift  Luke,  Sa- 
repta,  lay  without  the  confines  of  Ifrael,  between  Tyie 
and  Sidon,  yet  the  cHeds  of  the  famine  had  reached 
there.  If  we  even  fuppoie  that  ram  had  not  been 
withheld  from  them,  yet  the  failure  of  corn  in  the  land 
of  Ifrael,  from  which  they  were  wont  to  be  fupplied, 
would  produce  a  fcarcity*  It  is  probable*  that  this 
woman  was  not,  at  anytime,  in  affluent  ciicumftances, 
and  having  no  warning  of  the  famine,  fhe  had  taicen 
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no  precaution  againil  it.  Befides,  being  deprived  of 
her  only  fupport ;  in  a  folitary  and  helplefs  condition  ; 
unable  to  travel  abroad,  or  not  knowing  where  to 
apply  for  relief,  file  was  reduced  to  the  verge  of  def- 

pair,  and  apprehended  but  a  ftep  between  her  and 
death. 

One  lefs  acquainted  with  the  ways  of  providence, 
and  having  lefs  trull  in  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God, 
than  Elijah,  would  have  concluded  that  he  had  come 
to  an  improper  place.  The  perfon  he  found,  ftood 
equally  in  need  of  afliftance  with  himfelf.  He  thus 
addreffes  her.  Fetch  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  water  in  a 
■vejfel,  that  I  may  drink.  And  as  fie  was  going  to  fetch 
it,  he  called  to  her  and /aid,  bring  me  I  pray  thee,  a  mar- 
fel  of  bread  in  thine  hand*  To  his  firft  requefl  for 
water,  fhe  was  about  inflantly  to  comply  ;  but  to  his 
fecond  for  bread,  (lie  returns  this  anfwer  in  the  words  of 
the  text ;  As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  I  have  not  a  cake, but 
an  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  crufe  :  and 
behold,  I  am  gathering  two  flicks, that  I  may  go  in,anddrefs 
It  for  me  and  my  [on,  that  we  may  eat  it  and  die.  Her 
words  do  not  contain  a  refufal,  but  are  a  declaration  of 

her  dift,'efs’  and  the  fmPoffibility  in  her  prefent  circum- 
flanees  to  afford  the  def.red  relief.  They  manifeft  a 
verfes  10.  n. 
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heart  fenfibly  touched  with  her  own  miferies,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  fympathize  with  others.  Of  the  little  die 
had,  flie  was  willing  to  impart,  as  appears  when  Elijah 
repeated  his  requed,  and  promifed  her  that  fhe  fhould 
ilot  want*  And  Elijah  fair!  unto  hen,  fear  not  :  go  and 
do  as  thoa  haft  faid  :  hut  make  rhe  thereof  a  Utile  Cake  JirJl , 
and  hr  itig  It  unto  me,  and  after  nlake  for  thee  and  for  thy 
fan .  For  thus  faith  the  Eon!  God  of  If  rad,  the  barrel 
of  meal  Jhall  riot  waftc,  neither  Jh  all  the  crufe  of  oil  fail, 
until  the  day  that  the  Ford  fendeth  rain  upon  the  earth * 
And Jhe  went  and  did  according  to  the  faying  of  Elijah  A 

Surely,  if  ever  a  cafe  admitted  of  good  excufea 
for  a  refufal,  this  was  one.  She  might  have  argued* 
61  Shall  I  give  that  away  which  is  abfolutely  necedary 
for  my  own  fupport  ?  Will  I  not  then  fm  againfl  the 
moil  powerful  law  of  natiire  ?  Will  1  not  be  acceffarj? 
to  my  own  and  my  child’s  death  I  If  this  man  be 
able  to  give  me  the  abidance  he  has  pronlifed,  can  he 
not  as  eafdy  relieve  himfelf  V9  Such  refleclidti8  as  thefe 
might  have  naturally  arifen  in  her  mind.  ;  and  thefe 
would  have  preponderated  in  a  hard  and  felfldi  heart  ; 
but,  Hie  was  guided  by  nobler  feelings.  Pity  rofe  in  her 
bread,  and  was  more  than  a  balance  to  every  other 
confideration.  It  does  not  appear  that  ihe  was  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  promife  of  an  immediate  recompence, 
V erfes  13,  14. 
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but  by  a  principle  of  pure  humanity.  Living  with¬ 
out  the  bounds  of  Ifrael,  and  probably,  brought  up  in 
idolatry,  five  would  not  therefore,  readily  believe  the 
afiertion  of  the  prophet.  To  the  mere  workings  of 
compafiion,  we  are  rather  to  afcribe  her  conduct  ;  and 
though  this  is  not  the  noblefl  motive  from  which  we 
ought  to  give,  yet  it  is  far  fuperior  to  a  felfifh  one. 
She  faw  prefented  before  her  a  Granger,  who  had* 
come  a  long  journey  through  a  fultry  climate,  and  a 
barren  country  ;  and  who  mull  perifii,  unlefs  fome 
friendly  hand  afforded  him  fuftenance.  To  fuch  an 
objcft  her  nature  was  too  gentle  to  deny  what  was  in 
!wr  power.  She  belonged  to  that  fex  in  whom  fym- 
pathy  and  tenderness  arc  inofh  remarkable  ;  and  her 
heart  had  been  mellowed  and  foftened  by  affiiaion. 
The  defcription  of  the  virtuous  woman,  given  by  So¬ 
lomon,  fuited  her  ;  She  Jlretcheth  cut  her  hand  to  the 
poor;  yea  Jhe  re acheth  forth  her  hands  to  the  needy  * 
Though  her  kmdnefs  was  difinterefled,  yet  it  received 
an  immediate  reward.  By  faving  the  life  of  Elijah, 
file  faved  her  own.  He  abode  in  her  houfe,  and  pro- 
vifion  was  miraculoufiy  fupplied  y  for  we  arc  informed, 
that  the  barrel  of  meal  waded  not ,  neither  did  the  crufe 

of  oil  fail  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he 
fpahc  by  Elijah  f 

*  Prov.  $xxi.  30.  f  Verfe  16. 
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Several  reflections  occur  here  which  might  be  pro¬ 
fitably  pur fued. — One  is,  the  care  of  God  in  providing 
for  the  wants  of  his  people.  Bleffed  are  all  they  that 
fut  their  trvjl  in  him .  If  one  door  of  hope  be  fhut, 
another  is  opened.  If  one  fpring  be  dried  up,  other 
'dreams  are  made  to  flow  in  this  parched  wildernefs. 
When  the  brook  Cherith  failed,  Elijah  was  hofpitably 
entertained  in  the  houfe  of  the  widow  of  Sarepta. 


Again,  relief  often  comes  in  the  very  hour  of  dif- 
trefs,  and  in  a  way  unexpected.  With  a  heavy  heart 
this  woman  went  about  to  drefs  her  lad  morfel ;  when 
lo,  (he  is  eafed  of  her  burden.  One  from  a  (trance 

<r> 

country,  altogether  unknown  to  her,  and  whofe  fir  ft 
falutation  is  to  afk  an  alms  for  himfelf,  is  the  appoint¬ 
ed  mean  of  her  prefervation.  How  unfearchalle  are 
the  judgments  of  the  Lord ,  and  his  ways  p aft  finding 
cut  ! 

We  learn,  moreover,  that  the  favor  of  God  is  free 
and  diflinguilhing.  Our  bleffed  Lord  teaches  us  this 
by  the  very  example  before  us.  I  tell  you  of  a  truths 
faith  he,  many  widows  were  in  Ifrael  in  the  days  of 
Elias ,  when  the  heaven  was  flout  up  three  years  and  fix 
months ,  when  great  famine  was  throughout  all  the  land  ; 
But  unto  none  of  them  was  Elias  fent  fave  unto  Sarepta, 
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a  city  of  Sidon,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow.* 
This  perfon  was  fingled  out  from  others,  and  to  her 
alone  was  relief  Pent. 

What  follows  in  the  hiftory  is  no  lefs  afiedling  and 
inftru&ive,  Some  time  after  Elijah  had  been  taken 
into  her  houfe,  her  fon  fell  Pick  and  died.  In  the  fir  ft 
frantic  emotions  of  her  grief,  Hie  bitterly  accufed 
the  prophet,  as  though  this  evil  had  befallen  her, 

on  his  account.  He,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
truly  concerned  for  the  honor  of  that  God  whofe  fer- 
vant  he  was,  left  it  might  be  faid,  that  fte  had  met 
only  with  grievous  affliction  in  return  for  all  her  kind-. 
nefs.  He  took  the  child  from  her  bofom,  carried  him 
to  his  own  apartment,  and  addreffed  God  in  the  moft 
earned  manner,  for  the  reftoration  of  his  life,.  His, 
effectual  fervent  prayer  availed.  The  child  revived.. 
He  brought  him,  and  delivered  him  unto  his  mother, 
faying,  See,  thy  fon  livethf  What  holy  pleafure  may 
we  fuppofe,  beamed  in  the  face  of  the  prophet  I  And 
how  fudden  the  tranfition.  in  the  mother,  from  the 
moft  excefiive  grief  to  the  higheft  tranfport  of  joy  !  It 
was  a  fcene  which  none  but  thofe  who  have  been  tried 
with  fuch  afflictions,  can  properly  realize  5  or  none^ 
but  thofe  who  have  benevolent  hearts  can  feel.  It 
was  like  faying  to  the  raging  waves,  peace,  be  Hill  •: 

or  like  pouring  oil  into  the  deep  and  recent  wound, 

% 

I.itVe  iv.  25*  26,  ^  Verfe  23. 
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How  improperly  do  we  often  judge  of  the  dealings 
of  Providence  towards  us  !  We  imagine  evil  when 
God  intends  good.  What  we  account  aflliXions  prove 
bleflings  in  the  iflue.- — By  this  difpenfatfon,  this  wo¬ 
man  had  a  frefn  proof  of  the  power  and  goodnefs  of 
God,  and  was  encouraged  to  believe  and  trull  in  him. 
If,  by  the  firfb  extraordinary  interpofition  in*her  favor, 
fne  had  been  brought  to  believe  in  the  true  God,  yet 
on  the  death  of  her  fon,  her  faith  might  have  been 
fhaken  ;  but  now  Ihe  was  fully  perfuaded  and  con¬ 
firmed.  Her  words  to  Elijah,  on  the  occafion,  were, 

«  # 

Now  by  this  I  know  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God ,  and 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth*  Her 
unfavorable  opinion  of  Elijah  was  turned  into  the 
higheft  efleem  ;  her  reproaches  into  bleflings  ;  and 
file  learned  to  trull  in  that  God  who  had  niraculoufly 
preferred  her  from  famine ;  and  who  was  able  and 
willing  to  help  in  every  time  of  need. 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  hiftory  with  which  we  are 
prefented.  Some  reflexions  which  forced  themfelves 
on  the  mind,  as  we  palled  along,  have  been  already 
made  ;  and  you  will  allow  me  farther  to  direX  your 
attention  to  fomc  ariflng  from  the  whole  ;  or  which 
more  immediately  refer  to  the  important  bufinefs 

before  us. 

*  Verfe  24; 
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First,  There  are  many  in  adverfe  circumilances, 
yea,  reduced  to  poverty  and  diitrefs,  not  by  vices  or 
follies  of  their  own,  but  purely  by  the  courfe  of  Pro¬ 
vidence.  Though  it  be  true,  in  general,  that  the  hand 
of  the  diligent  maketh  rich ,  yet  there  are  inltances  where 
the  greateft  forefight,  prudence,  and  care  are  unfuc- 
cefsful.  We  fee  in  the  hiltory  now  confidered,  virtu¬ 
ous  and  worthy  perfons  ready  to  perifh  by  reafon  of 
famine.  But,  without  admitting  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  cafe,  how  many  ways  are  there  by  which  perfons 
may  be  prevented  from  obtaining  a  tolerable  fubfift- 
ence,  or  deprived  of  what  they  had  obtained  !  So 
changeable  is  the  ilate  of  things  in  this  world,  that 
poverty  may  foon  fucceed  affluence  ;  and  thofe  who 
haveafiiited  others  live  to  Hand  in  need  themfelves, — 
Poverty  is  not  difgraceful  unlefs  it  be  the  confequence 
of  vicious  purfuits  ;  and  even  then  it  ought  to  be 
pitied  and  relieved.  The  virtuous  poor  are  the  moil 
.deferring  objedls  of  charity ;  but  we  may  not  hide 
ourfelves  from  our  own flejh.  To  every  human  crea¬ 
ture  we  are  allied,  and  may  not  fhow  contempt  or 
negledl. — Such  being  the  fituation  of  many  in  the 
world,  and  which,  for  any  thing  we  know,  may  be  our 
own,  we  are  called, 


In  the  fecond  place,  To  encourage  the  emotions 
of  pity  in  our  hearts,  and  to  extend  our  beneficence  to 
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all  within  our  power.  We  ought  to  accuftom  our- 
felves  to  think  of  the  miferies  of  human  life  ;  of  the 
folita;  y  cottage,  the  dying  parent,  and  the  tveepipg 
orphan.  I  he  condition  of  the  widow  of  Sarepta  is 
not  uncommon.  It  is  no  fanciful  picture.  May  we 
not  find  in  this  city  perfons  in  almofl  as  deplorable  a 
fituation  ?  Not  with  one  child,  but  many  ?  No  fuffi- 
cient  fiieiter  or  clothes  in  this  ftormy  feafon  ?  Hover¬ 
ing  over  two  flicks  ;  and  it  is  well,  if  they  have,  at  all 
times,  an  handful  of  meal  and  a  crufe  of  oil  i  Before 
the  winter  is  pafl,  and  the  fnows  are  ever  and  gone, 
the  barrel  may  wafte  and  the  crufe  fail.  They  fnall 
not  fail  !  exclaims  the  benevolent  heart — BlefTed  be 
God,  there  is  this  difference  between  us  and  the  city 
of  Zarephath,  that  we  are  full  and  abound.  Inflead 
of  famine  we  have  had  a  moft  fruitful  feafon,  and 
there  need  be  no  complaining  in  our  flreets,  if  we  have 
only  the  goodnefs  to  pay  God  with  his  own. 

Let  me  recommend  it,  particularly  to  young  per¬ 
fons  to  habituate  their  hearts  to  melt  at  feenes  of  dif- 
trefs.  Check  not  the  rifing  figh  and  the  falling  tear.. 
Compaffion  is  congenial  to  your  nature.  Seek  not  to 
eradicate,  but  to  confirm  it.  It  will  render  you  amia¬ 
ble  and  lovely  ;  and  with  this  principle  other  virtues 
are  mod  likely  to  be  united.  A  hard  and  felfifh  heart 

youth  is  very  unpromifing.  It  is  a  flony  piece  o£ 
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ground  that  will  not  repay  the  hufbandman  his  toil* 
Soon  enough,  my  dear  and  unfufpicious  youth,  whole 
hearts  now  expand,  and  would  {hare  with  a  friend 
your  lad  morfel,  foon  enough  will  thefe  contract  ; 
foon  enough  will  your  fine  feelings  be  blunted,  by  the 
repeated  difappointments  and  mortifications  you  will 
meet  with  ;  by  the  pride,  infincerity  and  ccnforiouf- 
nefs  of  the  world.  Cherifh  them,  therefore,  while 
you  may.  Be  virtuous  and  be  generous. 

Thirdly,  We  learn  that  adis  of  beneficence  do  not 
go  unrewarded.  He  that  hath  mercy  on  the  poor ,  happy 
is  he .  He  that  hath  a  bountiful  eye  fall  be  llejfed  :  for 
he  give l h  of  hie  bread  to  the  poor .  Whofo  Jloppeih  his 
ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor9  he  alfo  fall  cry  him f elf  \  but 
fall  not  be  heard.  He  that  giveth  unto  the  poor  fall  not 
lack  :  but  he  that  hideth  his  eyes  fall  have  many  a  curfe . 
He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor  lendeih  unto  the  Lord;  end 
that  which  he  hath  given ,  will  he  pay  him  again.*  In- 
flead,  however,  of  producing  the  many  and  plain  de¬ 
clarations  of  feripture,  let  the  example  before  us  wit- 
nefs.  Were  not  two  miracles  wrought  in  behalf  of 
her  of  Sarepta  ?  Was  {he  not  a  gainer  by  her  kindnefs 
to  the  prophet  ?  To  fay  nothing  of  another  world,  or 
the  recompence  at  the  refurre&ion  of  the  juft,  God 
can  eafily,  and  doth  often  repay  with  temporal  good 

*  Proverbs. 
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things.  Xt  not  this  found  in  your  own  experience  ? 
Do  you  fuffer  by  your  weekly  contributions  to  the 
poor  ?  Or  have  you  failed  fince  you  contributed  laft 
year,  to  the  fupport  of  our  fchool  ?  Nay,  have  you  not 
profpered  as  individuals  ?  Xiave  we  not  profpered  as  a 
church  ?  Is  it  not  fince  the^eflablifhment  of  the  fchool 
that  the  Middle  Church  has  been  repaired  and  beauti¬ 
fied  ?  Never  till  then  did  God  give  us  heart  and  abil¬ 
ity  to  accomplifh  that  great  work.  Never  till  then, 
was  it  fully  pronounced,  Peace  be  within  thy  walls ,  and 
prof  pent y  within  thy  palaces  P  To  the  fupport  of  our 
fchool  we  are  again  called.  To  afford  the  children  of 
the  pQor  the  means  of  inflrudlion,  is  the  moft  excel¬ 
lent  and  the  meft  fuccefsful  of  all  charities.  It  ena¬ 
bles  them  to  provide  a  fubfiffence  for  themfelves.  It 
refeues  them  from  ignorance  and  vice.  It  fheds  a 
benign  influence  on  church  and  flate.  It  lays  the 
foundation  of  their  prefent  and  future  happinefs.  It 
;  is  as  much  fuperior  to  common  charity  as  the  foul  is  to 
the  body  ;  or  rather,  it  is  the  compendium  of  all 
charity.  By  inflnnfting  the  child  of  an  indigent  pa¬ 
rent,  we  may  fay,  in  the  trueft  and  noblefl  fenfe  of  the 
wprds.  See ,  ihy  fen  liveth .  By  this  he  is  prepared  to 
live  to. God,  to  his  country,  and  to  himfelf. 

*  Pfalm  exxii.  7.  This  was  the  text  of  a  fermon,  preached 
on  the  firft  Sabbath  of  Auguft,  1790;  after  this  church  had 
b«en  repaired  and  dedicated  anew  to  God. 
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Much  might  be  laid  on  the  advantages  of  inilitu* 
tions  cf  this  hind  ;  but  much  to  you  would  be  need- 
hfs.  With  the  tlate  of  our  own  fchool  you  are  already 
acquainted  ;  and  with  what  is  expended  from  you  the 
enfuing-  year.  It  is  the  earned  deiirc  of  the  Confif, 
tory  to  increnfe  the  number  of  fcholars  ;  and  I  appear 
now  as  their  advocate  for  that  purpofe.  We  will  not 
doubt  cf  fuceefs.  Our  alfembly  indeed  is  compara¬ 
tively  final!,  on  account  of  the  intenfe  cold  ;  but  the 
fewer  perfons  the  greater  (hare  cf  honor _ Were  argu¬ 

ments  nccelfary,  they  might  be  arranged  in  powerful 
form.  \  ou  might  be  told  the  importance  of  the  duty 
in  it  felt ;  the  pleafure  arifing  from  it  ;  and  the  reward 
which  attends  it  in  this  life,  and  the  life  to  come. 
You  might  be  urged  even  by  the  charafter  which  you 
have  to  fupport ;  and  you  might  be  provoked  to  jea- 
loufy  oy  the  conduit  of  other  churches  around  you  ; 
but  the  brave  man,  and  the  generous,  needs  no  words, 
the  one,  to  make  him  fight,  and  the  other  to  give. 
The  noble  deed  requires  a  curb,  but  difdains  the  fpur. 
Could  we  fuppofe  that  there  are  any  here  whofc  hearts 
are  locked,  I  boaft  of  no  charm  to  open  them.  No- 
thing  is  painted,  bin,  a  feene  which  nature  prefen t?, 
and  drelfed  in  the  colours  which  (he  gives.  As  this 
is  fufficient,  fo  it  is  ever  the  mod  agreeable  to  the 

humane  and  benevolent  heart ;  and  to  fuch  only  I 
appeal. 
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Many  of  us  have  lately  contributed,  and  we  are 
ready  to  do  it  again.  We  will  thus  enjoy  a  double 
pleafure.  Our  feelings  wall  thus  be  wound  to  the 
higheft  pitch,  and  produce  the  fined  of  all  harmony. 
It  was  a  common  faying  of  one,  “  that  no  mufic  was 
fo  charming  in  his  ears  as  the  requells  of  his  friends, 
and  the  fupplications  of  thofe  in  want  of  his  abidance 
meaning  that  the  opportunity  of  obliging  and  reliev¬ 
ing  them  excited  more  agreeable  fenfations  than  the 
foft  and  thrilling  drains  of  the  mod  enchanting  me¬ 
lody. — Ye  lovers  of  mudc,  do  you  wifh  your  hearts  to 
vibrate  with  extatic  joy  ?  Stretch  forth  your  hands 
this  day  to  the  indigent.  This  will  exceed  the  voice 
of  man,  mixed  and  foftened  by  the  fweeter  female  note ; 
yea,  it  will  exceed  both  thefe,  even  when  joined  with 
an  indrument,  like  David’s  harp,  of  fvveet  and  folemn 
•  found.* 

\  > 

Bring  forward  then,  my  brethren,  your  offerings. 
On  a  late  occafion,  we  gathered  tire  fird-fruits.  To¬ 
day  we  gather  the  fecond  crop.  Or*,  will  you  allow 

. 

me  to  compare  myfelf  to  one  who  gleans  and  gathers  in 
the  harved  field,  after  the  reapers  ?  Will  you  fuller  me, 
as  the  generous  Boaz  did  Ruth,  to  glean  even  among 

s 

the  Jheaves  ?  Will  you  let  Ml,  as  his  reapers  did,  fame 

*  There  is  an  allrfion  here  to  the  tafte,  which  lately 
prevails  in  the  congregation,  lor  facred  mufic;  and  the  in¬ 
troduction  into  the  Middle  Church  of  a  handfome  organ,  in 
order  to  lead  and  adid  the  voice  in  praifmg  God. 
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of  t:) 2  handfuls  of  purp<jey  and  leave  them  tJjat  I  may 
glean  and  rebuke  me  not  P*  Every  thing  is  hoped  from 
your  generality }  not  a  gleaning  only,  but  a  harveft 
itfelf.f 

But  lad  year  you  took  thefe  little  ones  under  your 
protection  ;  when  Pharaoh’s  daughter  drew  Mods 
from  the  flags  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Nile,  They 
now  thank  you  for  your  care  and  attention.  O  fpare 
them  the  pain  of  telling  What  they  farther  want. 
Wound  not  the  feelings  of  poverty  by  infilling  oil  their 
mournful  tale.  Let  your  own  imaginations  paint  it 
all ;  and  heaven-born  compaflion  plead  aloud  in  your 
breads.—- Of  the  little  fome  of  you  may  have,  you  can 
fpare  a  part.  Benefits  well-placed  are  a  treafdre  that 
is  laid  up  ;  and  you  will  enjoy  vVhat  remains  with  more 
abundant  fatisfacliom  It  was  the  faying  of  one^ 
C(  that  he  could  not  reliili  a  happinefs  which  nobody 
fhared  in  but  himfelfP  Let  the  poor  then  cad  in 
their  mites.  God,  who  is  the  friend  of  the  didreffedj 

*  Ruth  il.  i6. 

f  This  was  the  tail  fermon  preached  lor  the  fchool  this  year  % 
and  though  in  a  diilerent  church,  yet  the  affembly  was  chiefly 
competed  df  the  fartie  people.  The  collections  made  in  the 

three  churches  were  fo.  liberal  as  to  enable  the  Confidory  to  add 
twenty  icholars. 

I  See  Sermon  viih 


Y 
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accepts  and  rewards  the  willing  mind.  The  barrel  of 
meal  flail  not  wqfte,  neither  (hall  the  crnfe  of  oil  fail 


O  ye  rich,  if  you  feel  any  gratitude  to  God  who 
hath  made  your  cup  to  run  over  ;  if  you  have  any  fym- 
pathy  for  the  Tons  and  daughters  of  affliction  ;  if  you 
would  wipe  the  tear  that  in  fecret  wets  the  widow's 
and  tnc  orphan  s  eye  5  if  you  Would  render  an  eminent 
fervice  to  the  church  and  to  the  (late ;  if  you  would 
eat  your  own  bread  with  gladnefs  and  linglenefs  of 
heart ;  and  if  you  are  influenced  by  the  grace  of  the 
|  Lord  Jefus,  who  for  your  fakes  became  poor  ;  yea,  who 
fo  loved  you,  that  he  became  obedient  unto  death)  even  the 
death  of  the  crofs  ;  who  hath  enjoined  love  in  his  word, 
and  powerfully  enforced  it  by  his  own  love  in  thus 
dying  for  fmners  ;  if  under  the  power  of  any,  or  of  all 
thefe  confl derations,  let  your  hearts  expand,  and  your 
hands  be  liberal.  Let  humanity  triumph. — Charity  ! 

Charity !  D  Ivine  Charity !  Idaflen  from  the  fultry 
land  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  ;  and  in  thefe  frozen  regions 
fuflain  our  fainting  widows,  and  raife  their  children  to* 
life  ! 

f'  # 

;  •  ' 

Go,  worthy  Deacons,  and  receive  from  Charity’s 

loft  and  open  hand,  good  me  afire  (neffed  down  and  run¬ 
ning  over,  .  . 
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And  he  nvetit  up  from  thence  unto  Brfh-el :  and  as  he  ivas  going  up 
by  the  'way,  there  ca?ne  forth  little  children  out  of  the  city ,  end 
mocked  him ,  and faid  unto  him ,  Go  UP,  THOU  BALD-IIEAD, 
Go  UP,  THOU  bald-head.  And  he  turned  hack ,  and  looked 
cn  them ,  and  curfed  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  and  there 
came  forth  tnvo  foe-bears  cut  cf  the  ivood ;  and  tare  forty  and 
tnvo  children  cf  them. 


T  HAVE  not  chofen  thefe  words  merely  from  an 
afte&ation  of  Angularity,  which  is  often  the  token 
of  a  vain  or  a  weak  mind  ;  but  from  an  apprehenfion 
that  they  will  fugged  fome  truths  ufeful  and  important* 
Though  it  is,  doubtlefs,  the  bufinefs  of  a  preacher  to 
dwell  more  efpecially  on  the  great  and  leading  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel,  yet  he  ought  to  take  notice  alfo 
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of  what  is  more  remotely  conneaed  ;  and  nothing 
belonging  to  godlinefs  is  unworthy  of  his  attention. 

The  holy  fcriptures  convey  inflruaion  in  various 
ways ;  fometimes  by  precept ;  fometimes  by  parable  ; 
and  fometimes  by  the  defcription  of  real  chafers,  or 
the  relation  of  certain  occurrences  in  human  life.  Of 
the  latter  fort  are  the  words  now  read.  They  do  not 
paint  what  might  be  expeaed  to  happen  in  particular 
circumflances ;  but  inform  us  of  what  did  really  hap¬ 
pen  ;  and  which  is  recorded  for  the  reproof  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  all  ages.  We  have  here  related  a  memorable 

paffage  in  the  life  of  the  prophet  Elisha,  the  difciple, 
and  fucceffor  of  Elijah. 

The  prophets  were  extraordinary  perfons  whom 
God,  in  thofe  days,  infpired  and  commiflioned  to 
make  known  his  will  to  his  people  Ifrael.  About  the 
time  of  Samuel  there  were  fchools  ereaed,  where 
young  perfons  were  inllruaed  in  religion  and  piety, 
the  better  to  prepare  them  for  receiving  the  prophetic 
fpirit.  Over  thefe,  called  fens  of  the  prophets ,  fome 
venerable  prophet  prefided  ;  at  whofe  feet  they  fat ; 
and  at  whofe  mouth  they  received  prophecies.  This 
faperintendence,  on  the  removal  of  Elijah,  devolved  on 
Eiifha.  The  principal  fchools  were  at  Beth-el,  Jeri¬ 
cho,  and  Gilgal.  When  a  prophet  firlt  entered  upon. 


OF  ELISHA. 


24; 

his  ofnce,  he  was  cloatlied  with  the  prophetic  mantle, 
which  was  an  upper  garment  made  of  lamb-fkin,  and 
thrown  over  the  fhoulders.  When  Elijah  was  taken 
up  into  Heaven,  Elifha  received  his  mantle  as  a  token 
of  fucceflion,  and  that  lie  fhould  be  endued  with  a 
double  portion  of  his  fpirit.  Of  this  he  foon  gave  evi¬ 
dence  ;  for,  Handing  by  the  bank  of  Jordan,  he  fmote 
the  waters  with  the  mantle,  calling  upon  the  Lord 
God  of  Elijah,  and  they  parted  hither  and  thither. 
When  the  fons  of  the  prophets  of  Jericho  faw  this, 
they  faid,  The  f fir  it  of  Elijah  doth  rejl  on  Eli/ha  ;  and 
they  came  to  meet  him ,  and  lowed  ihemfelves  to  the  ground 
before  him.* 

After  this,  we  read  of  his  healing  the  unwhole- 
fome  waters  of  Jericho,  at  the  requefl  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  aferibing  the  miraculous  power  to  God. 
From  thence  he  went  up  to  Beth-el,  where  was  another 
fchool  of  the  prophets,  though  the  place  was,  at  this 
time,  greatly  addi&'cd  to  idolatry.  Here,  Jeroboam 
had  let  up  a  golden  calf  ;  and  inftead  of  Beth-el,  the 
name  which  Jacob  gave  it,  after  his  remarkable  vifion, 
and  which  fignifies  the  houfe  cf  God,  it  was  afterwards 
called  by  Hofea,  Beth-aven,  the  houfe  of  vanity,  or 
idols . f  On  his  way  up  to  this  place  happened  that 
which  comes  now  under  our  particular  confideration, 
!  Verfe  15.  f  Hof.  x.  5. 

y  2 
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There  came  forth  little  children  out  of  the  city ,  and 
m cc led  him .  It  is  remarked  that  the  word  tranflated 
little  children  fignifies youths,  orthofeconie  to  confider- 
able  maturity.  Though  they  might  have  been  excited 
to  this  infolent  behaviour  by  their  parents,  yet,  it  is 
probable,  that  they  were  old  enough  to  difcern  between 
good  and  evil ;  and  that  many  of  them  might  have 
engaged  in  it,  of  their  own  accord.  Their  reproach 
fhows  them  not  to  have  been  deftitute  of  fome  infor- 
mation,  and  that  they  were  a&uated  by  a  malicious 
fpirit.  Their  crime  was  bafe  and  aggravated,  in  that 
they  mocked  one  whofe  age  ought  to  have  commanded 
reverence.  This  circumftance  alone  might  have  been 
expected  to  enfure  better  treatment.  A  certain 
refpedt  is  ever  due  from  the  young  to  the  aged  ;  and 
where  it  is  not  paid,  it  manifefts  a  froward  and  bad 
heart. 

But  when  we  confider  the  facred  chara&er  of  Eli- 
Iha,  the  conduct  of  thefe  youths  appears  extremely 
wicked.  It  was  his  office  more  than  his  perfon  which 
they  defpifed.  By  infulting  him,  they  diffionored 
God,  whofe  prophet  he  was,  and  on  whofe  errands  he 
was  employed.  This  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe, 
from  the  words  which  they  uttered  :  Go  up,  thou  bald- 
head,  Go  up  thou  bald-head.  Interpreters  alledge,  that 
by  this**  they  meant  to  mock  that  glorious  work  of 
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God,  the  afiumption  of  Elijah  into  Heaven.  As 
though  they  had  faid,  “  Go  up  into  Heaven,  whither 
thou  pretended  that  Elijah  is  gone.  Why  didll  thou 
not  accompany  thy  friend  and  mader  thither  ?  O,  that 
thou  alfo  wert  taken  away,  that  fo  we  might  be  trou¬ 
bled  no  more.”  It  is  true,  that  they  meanly  refledted 
on  his  perfon,  but  it  was  the  execution  of  his  office, 
which  they  hated  and  dreaded.  The  profane  will  fel- 
dom  dare  to  vent  their  malice  immediately  againft  fa- 
cred  things.  They  fil'd  charge  thofe  who  officiate  in 
them  with  crimes,  or  reprefent  them  in  a  ridiculous 
light,  that  fo  they  may  have  fome  colour  or  pretext. 

Viewing  then  the  conduct  before  us  in  its  proper 
light,  it  was  not  only  very  indecent,  but  highly  pro¬ 
fane  ;  not  only  an  infult  on  human  nature,  but  a  mock¬ 
ery  of  God  himfelf. 

We  can  fcarcely  help  painting  in  our  imagination 
the  venerable  Elifha  wrapt  in  his  prophetic  mantle ; 
his  locks  thinned  by  time,  and  thofe  which  remained, 
hoary  ;  travelling  along  on  his  way  up  to  Beth-el.~- 
What  mind  that  knows  thy  bufinefs  and  thy  worth 
would  not  welcome  thee  !  What  pious  children,  who 
obferve  thy  approach,  would  not  cry,  “  Here  come* 
Elilha  the  projphet  of  the  Lord  !”  and  run  to  touch 
his  mantle  and  alk  his  bleffing  !  Such  a  reception  his 


perfon  and  his  character  demanded  ;  but  behold  him 
fuiiounded  by  profane  boys,  who  came  out  of  the 
idolatrous  city,  and  who  mock  him,  faying,  Go  up  thou 
l aid-head,  Go  up  thou  l aid-head !  To  have  feen  an  old 
man  thus  treated  mud  have  excited  indignation  in 
every  generous  bread:  ;  but  to  have  feen  a  prophet  and 
the  glorious  works  of  the  Mod  High  God  turned  into 
ridicule,  mud  have  chilled  the  blood  ;  and  every  pious 
mind  would  anticipate  fome  awful  judgment. 

Let  us  now  view  the  conduct  of  the  prophet.  He 
turned  hack ,  and  looked,  on  them ,  and  curfed  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord .  This  was  not  the  effedf  of  human 
padion,  or  revenge.  Indances  are  recorded  which 
prove  him  to  have  been  of  a  mod  merciful  and  benevo¬ 
lent  temper.  IVitnefs  his  increafing  the  widow’s  oil ; 
his  gratitude  for  the  kindnefs  drown  him  by  the  Shu- 
namite  ;  and  his  redoring  her  dead  fon  to  life.  That 
he  felt  an  indignation  againd  profanity,  and  a  real 
concern  for  the  glory  of  God,  fs  not  to  be  doubted. 
He  cared  not  fo  much  for  any  indignity  cad  upon  his 
penon.  i  enraps  the  exprefiion,  he  looked  on  themy 
teaches  us  that  he  fird  fought  to  abafh,  or  make  them 
xtfhamed.  He  reproved  them  by  turning  his  counte¬ 
nance  full  Upon  them  ;  or  he  looked  with  pity  and 
concern  that  they  drould  thus  provoke  the  divine  anger. 
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They  hill  perfiiling,  lie  then  curftd  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord • 

This  paffage,  with  others  of  the  fame  kind,  has  not 
efcaped  the  animadverfions  and  fneers  of  infidels. 
<(  The  prophet,”  fays  one,  t{  was  more  zealous  in  his 
own  caufe  than  he  was  in  God’s,  otherwife  he  would 
not  have  curfed  fo  many  little  children.”  So  fay  we, 
if  it  be  afcribed  to  paflion,  or  revenge.  But  this  and 
the  like  things  in  fcripture  are  to  be  underftood  as  pre¬ 
dictions  of  the  judgments  which  will  come  upon  the 
enemies  of  the  Lord.  He  curfed  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  that  is,  by  the  motion  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
he  denounced  the  punifhment  which  was  to  come 
upon  them.  That  it  was  fo,  is  evident  from  the  con¬ 
currence  of  Providence.  Had  it  been  the  ebullition  of 
human  vengeance,  God  would  not  have  countenanced 
it ;  and  the  children  would  have  efcaped  unhurt.  The 
quarrel  was  between  God  and  them  ;  between  the  holy 
One  of  Ifrael  and  dumb  idols. 

This  accounts  for  the  iuflice  and  feverity  of  the 
punifhment ;  which  let  us  now  confider.  There  came 
forth  two  fie-bears  cut  of  the  wood :  and  tare  forty  and 
two  children  of  them .  Thefe  bears  had  probably  been 
bereaved  of  their  whelps,  and  were  therefore  the  more 
fierce  and  outrageous. 
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Here,  again,  the  writer  already  referred 40,  hints, 
that  it  is  very  wonderful  that  two  fh  e-bears  fhould  fo 
immediately  come  out  of  the  foreft,  and  deftroy  f0 
gieuc  a  number. — Without  having  recourfe,  however, 
to  a  miracle,  there  is  nothing  incredible  in  this.  It 
was  a  furprizing  event,  but  one  which,  on  rational 
principles,  may  be  readily  believed.  The  ftrength  and 
ferocity  of  two  fuch  animals  falling  on  boys  crouded 
together,  having  no  way  of  efcape,  or  whofe  fears 
might  render  them  motionlefs,  can  be  eafily  conceived 
capable  of  committing  this  dreadful  havoc. 

It  may  be  oojeGed  again,  that  the  punifhment  was 
too  fevere  101  the  cfience.  But  it  is  anfwered,  that 
confidering  every  circumltance,  it  was  worthy  of  a  holy 
and  wixC  God.  By  tins  he  afferted  his  own  honor 
again  ft  thefe  idolaters.  The  parents  were  punifhed  in 
the  lois  of  their  children.  It  was  a  folemn  warning  to 
cal  offenders  5  and  a  fanction  was  likewife  given  to  the 
million  of  the  prophet.  Befides,  thofe  guilty  of  idol- 
atry  were  condemned  to  death  by  the  law,  and  the  fen- 
tence  was  now  no  more  than  executed.  To  this  fome 
add,  that  it  many  of  thefe  children  finned  through 
ignorance,  their  death  might  have  been  in  great  mercy 
to  them.  They  were  taken  away  from  an  idolatrous 
education,  which  expofed  them  both  to  temporal  and 
eternal  deftrudtion.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  know,  that 
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it  was  the  liand  of  God,  who  hath  a  right  to  difpofe  of 
his  creatures,  when  and  in  what  manner  he  pleafeth  ; 
and  who  ever  executcth  righteous  judgment. 

How  eafily  and  fuddenly  doth  he  often  vanquhh  his 
enemies !  A  few  minutes  ago  and  we  favv  the  man  of 
God  befet  with  an  infulting  croud,  driving  who  fhould 
vex  him  mod,  and  drive  him,  if  pofiible,  from  their 
borders.  Now  we  behold  the  indruments  of  ven¬ 
geance  fpreading  terror,  confufion,  blood,  and  carnage 
all  around.  Like  filly  fheep,  they  are  devoured  by 
the  ravenous  jaws  of  bears.  Parents  who  connived  at 
their  children’s  wickednefs,  now  loudly  wail,  when 
they  gather  the  fragments  of  the  mangled  bodies. 
Surely  we  may  fay  unto  God ,  How  terrible  art  thou  in 
thy  works  !  through  the  great nefs  of  thy  power,  Jh all  thins 
enemies  fubmit  themfehes  unto  thee .  * 

We  are  now  prepared  for  fume  reflexions1  on  this 
piece  of  facred  hidory. 

One  reflexion  which  will  readily  ftrike  us  is,  the 
difference  between  the  Mofaic  and  the  Chridian  dif- 
penfation.  Under  the  former,  crimes  were  fuddenly 
and  remarkably  punifhed ;  but  under  the  latter,  God 
exercifes  greater  patience  and  forbearance.  Under 

chc  former,  which  was  comparatively  dark,  this  was 
*  Pfalm  Ixvi.  3, 
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neceffary  to  keep  alive  on  the  minds  of  men  a  rever¬ 
ence  for  God  and  divine  things  ;  but  under  the  latter* 
though  God  will  aS  certainly  punifh  fin,  yet  he  delays 
it,  Becaufe  he  hath  appointed  a  day ,  in  the  which  he  will 
judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs ,  by  that  man  whom  he  hath 
ordained;  whereof  he  hath  given  ajfhrance  unto  all  men  j 
in  that  he  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead .  *  When  the 
difclples  James  and  John  requeued  Chrift  to  command 
fire  to  come  down  from  heaven,  and  confume  certain 
Samaritans  for  their  inhofpitaiity,  as  Elias  had  done 
On  another  occafion,  he  rebuked  them,  and  faid,  Ye 
hnozu  not  what  manner  of fpirit  ye  are  of;  for  the  Son  of 
man  is  not  come  to  dejlroy  men’s  lives ,  but  to  fave  them,  f 
We  know  that  a  greater  than  Elifha*  even  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  was  molt  fhamefully  and  cruelly  treated, 
and  no  prefent  vengeance  overtook  his  perfecutors ; 
yea,  we  find  him  praying  for  thofe  who  with  wicked 
hands  crucified  and  flew  him.  The  apoflles  and  primi¬ 
tive  chriflians  underwent  all  kinds  of  fufferings  without 
any  immediate  and  vifible  judgments  from  God  on 
thofe  who  defiroyed  then!. 

\ 

Without  endeavouring  to  account  for  this>  it  U 
certain,  that  fentence  againfl  an  evil  work  is  not  now- 
executed  fpeedily.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  God  is  as  holy  and  juft  as  ever  he 

*  A£t$  xvii.31.  f  Luke  ix.  jj.  56; 
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was  \  and  that  he  will  for  every  thing  bring  us  into 
judgment.  Though  it  come  fiowly,  yet  it  comes 
ftirely  ;  and  the  longer  the  patience  of  God  is  abufed, 
the  more  fevere  will  condemnation  be  at  lad* 

Secondly,  Let  us  learn  from  this  fubjedt  not  to 

A 

defpife,  or  reproach  others,  on  account  of  any  natural 
defedts  or  infirmities.  Nothing  is  real  caufe  of  fhamc 
but  what  is  fmful ;  or  what  we  have  brought  upon 
ourf elves  by  our  own  folly  and  wickednefs.  To  mock 
another  for  fome  infirmity  of  body  is  not  only  indecent 
and  cruel,  but  is  to  leflecl  on  the  glorious  Maker. 
Thi  s  is  a  fin  which  is  fometimes  punifhed  in  this  life  ; 
and  hence  the  very  old  and  vulgar  proverb,  <£  Mock¬ 
ing  is  catching*” 

Who  can  help  defpifmg  the  childiih  taunt  to  Elifla 
refpe&ing  his  bald-head.  He  might  have  had  few 
hairs,  but  they  were  all  numbered  ;  and  they  were 
touched  at  dreadful  peril* — Let  youth  beware;  and 
fee  that  they  life  up  before  the  hoary  head.  Time 
will  thin  even  the  locks  of  an  Abfalom  ;  draw  furrows 
on  the  fm  oo  the  ft:  brow  ;  and  blaft  the  rofes  on  the 
fineft  cheek.  We  mult  ail  ere  long  fay  to  corruption T 
'Thou  art  our  father  ;  to  the  worm,  Thou  art  our  mother 
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and  ourjjftef*  They  are  truly  beautiful,  whofe  minds 
are  adorned  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  whofe 

bodies  fhall  hereafter  be  fafhioned  after  the  glorious 
body  of  Ciirift, 

The  laft  refle&ion  I  fhall  make,  and  indeed  the 
principal  one  which  offers  itfelf  on  this  fubjeft  is,  the 
hn  and  danger  of  mocking  at  holy  things.  To  this 
let  me  call,  efpeeially,  the  attention  of  my  younger 
hearers.  Though  none  of  you  may  be  guilty  in  this 
refpedt,  yet  you  need  to  be  warned.  You  will  mix 
little  with  the  woild,  if  you  do  not  fee  and  hear  facred 
things  c urn ed  into  ridicule.  The  infection  is  danger¬ 
ous.  Go  not  in  the  way  of  it.  Never  ufe  your  wit 
m  profane  jells,  or  in  ridiculing  any  thing  deemed  fa¬ 
cred.  Treat  not  with  contempt  the  redgious  rites 
and  ceremonies  of  any  denomination.  In  whatever 
light  they  appear  to  you,  to  others  they  are  important, 
and  chriflian  charity  fhould  lead  you  to  meeknefs  and 
forbearance. 

Turn  not  into  mockery  the  perfons  or  expreffions 
of  the  profeffors  of  religion ;  nor  take  delight  in  the 
company  of  thofe  who  do  fo.  The  greatefl  and  bell 
have  their  weakneffes  and  infirmities  ;  and  there  is  no 
Xnan  but  may  be  placed  in  an  unfavorable  light.  The 

5  Job  xvih  14 . 
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tranfition  is  fliort  from  jelling  on  their  foibles,  to  clef* 

[  pifing  their  perfons,  and  even  to  disregarding  that  reli¬ 
gion  which  they  profefs. 

With  refpedl  to  thofe  who  are  officers  in  the 
church,  and  a£l  worthy  of  their  character,  any  thing 
which  would  leflen  them  in  the  efleem  of  others  is  of 
the  worft  confequence  ;  as  it  renders  their  ad  mi  nitra¬ 
tions  ineffectual.  Let  it  be  remembered  too,  that 
Chrift  refents  fuch  conduCt  as  though  done  to  himfelf. 
We  may  flatter  ourfelves  that  we  mean  no  harm  ;  but 
under  the  cloak  of  mirth  there  is  often  concealed  en¬ 
mity  to  God.  The  inflance  confidered  at  this  time  is 
fufficient  to  convince  us  of  the  awful  danger  of  this 
fin.  Other  /hocking  inflances  of  profanity  might  be 
produced ;  and  it  would  be  found  that  the  perfons 
engaged  in  them  have  been  as  defpicable,  as  their  end 
has  been  fometimes  raiferable. 

You  will  allow  me  to  remark  here,  that  many  flage- 
plays  are  fo  filled  with  profane  and  obfeene  jefts  ;  and 
witn  improper  allufions  to  facred  things,  as  to  render 
them  unfafe,  either  to  be  read,  or  heard. — This  other 
remark  is  perhaps  well-founded,  that  a  clergyman  is 
never  perfonified  on  the  ftage  but  to  his  difadvantage. 
He  is  exhibited  as  a  laughable,  or  at  lealt  as  an  infigni- 
ficant,  rather  than  as  a  ferious  and  refpeCtable  cha^ 
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rafter.  Is  not  this  mockery  ?  Has  it  not  a  direft 
tendency  to  bring  the  office  into  contempt  ?  Is  there 
not  danger  of  affociating  the  idea  of  the  perfon  who 
has  been  ludicroudy  exhibited  with  the  office,  and  thus 
of  holding  both  in  derifion  ? 

Let  me  warn  you  then,  my  hearers,  again#  every 
aft  which  would  lelfen  your  reverence  for  divine 
things.  Blejfed  is  the  man  that  eiualketh  not  in  the  counfel 
of  the  ungodly ,  nor  fandeth  in  the  way  of fnnersy  nor  fit* 
teih  in  the  feat  of  the  f cornful  *  Advances  in  lin  are 
gradual.  From  occalional  intercourfe  with  linners, 
}  on  may  come  to  take  pleafure  in  their  company, 
until  at  length,  they  are  chofen  as  your  only  afTociates. 

a  itiaele  is  the  condition,  and  dreadful  will  be  the 
puniffiment  of  profelfed  mockers.  They  have  arrived 
at  the  highefl  pitch  of  wickednefs  ;  and  are  preparing, 
by  fwift  degrees,  for  that  place  where  is  perpetual  cur¬ 
ling  and  blafphemy.  Though  God  command  no 
bears  from  the  fore#  to  rend  them,  while  in  this  world, 
yet,  if  they  continue  impenitent,  they  ffiall  not  efcape 
his  righteous  judgment.  Terrible  is  the  threatening 
of  God  by  the  prophet  Hofea  ;  I  will  meet  them  as  a 
bear  that  is  bereaved  of  her  whelps ,  and  will  rend  the 
*  Pialm  i.  x, 
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caul  of  their  hearty  and  there  will  I  devour  them  like  a 
lion* 

To  conclude,  Let  us  all  be  perfuaded  to  feek  the 
favor  of  God  through  Chrift  ;  to  reverence  his  word, 
his  minifters,  and  his  ordinances,  that  fo  it  may  be 
well  with  us  here,  and  in  that  future  (late  to  which  we 
are  all  fall  hallening, 

*  Iiof.  xii.  8. 
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And  thou ,  Solomon  my  fon ,  know  thou  the  God  of  thy  father , 
andferve  him  with  a  perfect  hearty  and  with  a  willing  mind  ;  for 
the  Lord  fearchetb  oil  hearts ,  and  under fandeth  all  the  imaginati 
ons  of  toe  thoughts  :  If  thou  feek  him }  he  will  he  found  of  thee  j  hut 
if  thou  forfake  him ,  he  will  caf  thee  off  forever, 

HHHIS  was  the  folemn  and  affectionate  charge  of 
king  David,  delivered  a  little  before  his  death, 
to  his  fon  Solomon.  Perhaps  in  no  iriftance  did  Da¬ 
vid  appear  in  a  more  amiable  light,  or  give  greater  evi« 
dence  of  his  piety.  When  about  to  finifh  his  courfe 
tipon  earth  and  to  deep  with  his  fathers,  he  affembles 
the  chief  men  of  Ifrael,  and  after  informing  them  of 
Certain  affairs  refpeCting  the  kingdom,  he  impreffes 
upon  their  minds  the  duty  and  advantage  of  keeping 
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all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  their  God.  He  is 
tenderly  concerned  that  he  who  was  to  be  the  fucceflor 
to  the  throne  /houldfo  conduft  himfelf  as  to  promote 
his  own  happinefs,  the  profperity  of  the  nation,  and 
the  glory  of  the  eternal  God. 

Many  were  the  brilliant  actions  of  David’s  life  ; 
but  none  was  brighter  than  the  concluding  fcene.  We 
admiie  him  in  thofe  days,  when  impelled  by  heroifm, 
he  dew  his  ten  thoufands  ;  we  admire  him  when  filling 
and  dignifying  a  throne.  See  him  now  juft  ready  to 
refign  tne  earth  forever,  and  fay,  if  he  be  lefs  the  hero. 
Before  we  pronounce  on  his  character,  fee  him  die. 
Behold  in  the  decline  of  an  adlive  and  troublous  life, 
the  warm  affedtion  of  the  parent,  and  the  fublime  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  faint.  Bo  Solomon  he  left  a  great  and 
powerful  kingdom,  but  his  laft  counfel  was  more  than 
all ;  and,  could  he  haye  enfured  it,  was  the  richeft 
legacy, 

This  dying  charge  expreffes  the  wifli  of  every  pious 
parent  for  his  child  ;  and  it  is  chofen  at  prefent  as  the 
foundation  of  a  difcourfe  to  the  young  people  of  this 
congregation.  Soon,  my  young  friends,  will  you  be 
forfaken  of  your  earthly  parents,  of  thofe  who  have 
toiled  and  provided  for  you  ;  whofe  fondeft  defire  was 
to  fee  you  adt  your  part  ufefully  and  honorably  in  the 
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world  ;  and  who,  whatever  temporal  things  they  have 
to  leave  you,  are  zealoufly  concerned,  if  they  them- 
felves  be  pious,  that  you  fliould  poflefs  the  riches  of 
divine  grace.  If  ever  you  Hand  around  their  death¬ 
bed,  they  will  addrefs  you  in  words  of  the  fame  import 
with  thefe  in  the  text. 

I  shall  firft,  fhow  you  what  is  implied  in  the  duty 
here  enjoined ;  and  fecondly,  confider  the  motives  to 
the  performance. 

I.  The  duty  enjoined.  Know  thou  the  God  of  thy 
father ,  and  ferve  him  with  a  perfect  heart ,  and  with  a 
willing  mind,  Thefe  words  include  the  profeffion,  and 
the  punctual  obfervance  of  al|  the  precepts  of  true 
religion.  By  knowing  God  we  may  underftand  an 
acknowledgment  of  him  as  our  God,  and  paying  him 
that  homage  which  is  due ;  or  fuch  a  knowledge  of 
his  being,  perfections,  and  laws,  as  will  influence  our 
practice.  Accordingly  David  adds,  ferve  him  with  a 
perfect  heart>  and  with  a  willing  mind .  Solomon,  no 
doubt,  had  been  inftructed  in  the  knowledge  and  wor- 
fhip  of  the  true  God ;  but  as  he  might  notwithftand- 
ing  fwerve,  or  make  a  profeffion  merely  from  temporal 
views,  we  are  to  underftand  the  charge  as  extending 
to  a  conftant  acknowledgment  of  God,  and  fuch  an 
attention  to  his  fervice  as  would  manifeft  fincerity  of 
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heart.  The  Lord,  fays  he,  fearcheth  all  hearts,  and 
underjlandeth  all  the  imaginations  of  the  thoughts. 

“  ThouSh  y°u  may  put  on  a  garb  of  fanftity  to  anfwer 
political  purpofes,  yet  you  cannot  deceive  God.  He 
fees  through  every  difguife,  and  nothing  (hort  of  tin- 
feigned  love  and  obedience  will  receive  his  approba¬ 
tion.”— It  will  be  proper  that  what  has  been  now 
mentioned  generally,  be  more  particularly  treated. 
Let  me  alk  your  attention,  my  young  friends,  to  the 

following  things,  as  being  implied  in  the  duty  here 
enjoined. 

First,  That  you  diligently  apply  your  minds  to 
obtain  the  knowledge  of  divine  truths.  There  can  be 
no  rational  and  acceptable  fervice  of  God  without  a 
knowledge  of  his  nature,  perfeftions  and  will ;  of 
what  he  is  in  himfelt,  and  what  he  requires  of  us.  It  is 
of  the  utmoft  importance  that  you  be  inftrufted  in  the 
great  principles  of  natural  and  revealed  religion,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  your  lives.  While  thefe  will  prevent 
the  reception  of  falie  and  dangerous  principles,  they 
will  have  a  happy  tendency  in  regulating  your  behavi¬ 
our.  It  will  be  found  that  mofc  ofthofewho  run  into 
vicious  courfes,  are  greatly  defe&ive  as  to  a  religious 
education.  Wnatever  promptnefs  of  parts  fome  of 
them  may  difcover  and  high  conceit  of  their  own  ac- 
complilhments,  they  are  generally  deftitute  of  the  very 


rudiments  of  divine  truths*  Had  thefe  been  the  fub- 
jeds  of  their  ferious  and  attentive  condderatien,  they 
would  have  been  more  retrained  from  the  ways  of  fin. 
It  is  true  that  fome  are  exceedingly  vile,  after  the  bed 
education  ;  but  this,  indead  of  weakening,  corrobo¬ 
rates  the  remark,  that  its  influence  is  powerful.  Why 
are  they  reckoned  fo  vile,  and  why  do  they  come  un¬ 
der  fuch  particular  obfervation  ?  Only  becaufe  they 
iin  againfl  light,  and  break  through  barriers  deemed 
effectual.  They  mufl  fil'd  have  fevere  druggies,  and 
wade  confidence  by  repeated  ads  of  iniquity,  before 
they  can  enjoy  quiet.  On  the  contrary,  ignorance 
gives  fecurity  in  wickednefs.  Every  one  that  doth  evil 
hateth  the  light  >  neither  comet h  to  the  light ,  t 'eft  his  deeds 
Jhould  be  reproved.* 

Are  not  many  of  you  defirous  of  acquiring  human 
learning?  Alas,  of  what  real  fervice  will  this  be,  if 
ignorant  of  God  and  yourfelves?  Unlefs  taught  of  God 
) ou  cannot  be  called  truly  wife;  the  endowments  of 
mind,  either  natural  or  acquired,  which  you  podefs, 
aie  not  likely  to  be  well  direded  ;  they  will  not  fecure 
to  you  the  favor  of  God  and  promote  your  eternal 
happinefs  in  another  world.  Remember  then,  that 
while  you  covet  earnefdy  the  heft  gifts y  there  is  a  more 

excellent  way,  by  growing  in  the  knowledge  of  our 

f  J°hn  in.  j$o, 


Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrljl .  To  this  divine  wifdom 
Solomon  refers  when  he  fays,  Wifdom  is  the  principal 
thing ,  therefore  get  wifdom  ;  and  with  all  thy  getting  get 
underfanding.*  In  order  to  obtain  the  knowledge  of 
religious  truths,  fearch  the  holy  fcriptures,  frequent 
the  places  of  inftrudf ion,  converfe  with  the  wife  and 
pious,  and  give  yourfelves  to  ferious  meditation  and 
earned:  prayer.  Under  all  the  excellent  means  which 
you  enjoy,  you  will  not  improve  without  your  own 
attention  and  care. 

Secondly,  To  your  knowledge  join  pra&ice, 
otherwife  it  will  be  unavailing  ;  yea,  it  will  bring  upon 
you  at  lafl  a  more  terrible  condemnation.  If  ye  know 
thefe  things ,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.  That  fervant 
which  knew  his  lord's  willy  and  prepared  not  himfelf 
neither  did  according  to  his  will ,  fhall  he  beaten  with  many 
flripes . — To  know  God  aright  implies  love  and  obedi¬ 
ence.  They  are  connected  in  this  charge  of  David  to 
his  fon.  Endeavour  then  to  contemplate  the  perfecti¬ 
ons  of  God,  in  order  that  you  may  adore  them  ;  to 

' '  f 

♦  learn  his  commandments,  in  order  that  you  may  obey 
them.  Be  not  found  in  the  commiffion  of  any  known 
fin,  or  in  the  omiffion  of  any  known  duty.  Let  the 
grace  of  God  teach  you  to  deny  ungodiinefs  and  worldly 
lu/ls,  and  to  live  folerly}  right eoufy  and  godly  in  this 
*  Prov.  iv»  7* 
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prefent  world.  If  any  of  you  Ihould  imagine,  that  it  is 
enough  to  know  the  truths  of  religion,  to  be  able  to 
difeourfe  well  upon  them,  while  they  have  no  effedl  in 
diredling  your  life  and  converfation,  you  would  be  fa¬ 
tally  miftaken.  The  end  of  all  the  means  of  inftrudlion 
is,  to  bring  us  to  aft  well  in  our  feveral  flations  and  re¬ 
lations  here,  to  conform  us  to  the  moral  image  of  God, 
and  to  train  us  up  for  the  employments  and  enjoyments 
of  another  and  better  flate  hereafter. 

Thirdly,  Beware  left  your  religion  be  merely  for¬ 
mal  and  cuftomary.  Serve  God  with  cl  perfect  hearty 
and  with  a  willing  mind ;  with  fincerity  and  with  cheer¬ 
ful  nefs.  Though  in  our  prefent  circumflances,  modes 
and  forms  are  neceflary,  yet  thele  are  only  the  fhadow 
01  image  of  religion.  If  the  fpirit  be  wanting,  they 
are  unacceptable  to  God.  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations  ; 
incenfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me  $  the  new-moons  and 
faboalhs,  the  calling  of  ajfemblies  I  cannot  away  with  ;  It 
is  iniquity ,  even  the  folemn  meeting .  Tour  new-moons, 
and  your  appointed feajls  my  foul  hateth  ;  lam  weary  to 
hear  them.*  Vv  hy  doth  God  declare  that  he  is  difplea- 
fedwitn  thoie  things  wnich  were  of  his  own  appoint¬ 
ment  ?  Was  it  not  becaufe  his  profefTing  people  made 
a  mere  form  and  parade  of  them,  not  attending  to 

*  Ifeiah  i.  ij,  j4. 
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their  meaning  and  intention  ?  Becaufe  they  hoped  thus 
to  recommend  themfelves  to  his  favor,  though  they 
were  guilty  of  heinous  immoralities  ? — Learn  then,  my 
young  friends,  to  didinguidi  between  the  form  and 
the  power  of  religion.  Be  afraid  of  contenting  your- 
felves  with  the  former,  while  you  negleft  the  latter. 
Let  nothing  fatisfy  you  fhcrt  of  a  real  change  of  heart 
and  faith  in  the  merits  of  the  bleffed  Redeemer.  Ex¬ 
cept  a  man  he  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of 
God.  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chr'ift,  and  thou  Jhalt 
lefaved He  that  lelieveth  not ,  is  condemned  already . 
Though  it  be  your  duty  to  attend  upon  all  the  means 
^  of  grace,  and  to  ufe  endeavours  of  your  own,  yet  the 
afliftance  of  the  holy  Spirit  is  necefiary  to  render  thefe 

fuccefsful.  He  mud  work  in  you  loth  to  will  and  to 
do,  if  ever  you  be  faved. 

This  is  a  matter  of  fuch  infinite  importance,  that 
I  wifh  your  attention  to  be  fixed  upon  it,  and  mud 
again  warn  you  to  beware  of  a  mere  outward  /how  in 
religion.  Enjoying  the  indruftion  and  prayers  of 
pious  parents,  and  living  under  the  privileges  of  the 
church,  there  is  danger  of  taking  up  an  opinion 
that  we  are  religious,  and  of  performing  duties  from 
liabit  or  cudom  only.  See  that  your  piety  be 
feated  in  the  heart.  See  that  you  ferve  God  willingly. 
Unlefs  your  hearts  be  thanged,  and  you  be  united  to 


Chriit  as  the  fountain  of  all  grace,  the  duties  of  reli¬ 
gion  will  be  irkfome,  and  you  will  fail  at  Lilt  of  the 
divine  approbation.  Reft  not  fhort  of  a  fcriptural 
ground  to  hope  that  you  have  given  yourfelves  away 
to  God  in  an  everlafting  covenant,  and  that  his  fcrvice 
is  become  to  youperfed  freedom. 

Fourthly,  There  is  implied  in  knowing  God, 
that  you  acknowledge  him  in  all  your  ways.  Not  only 
that  you  feel  your  dependance  upon  him  for  all  you 
need,  fubmit  to  his  chaftifements,  and  praife  him  for 
his  mercies,  but,  that  you  make  public  profeffion  of 

attachment  to  his  caufe ;  that  you  be  not  afhamed  of 
religion,  but  openly  and  conftantly  avow,  that  as  for 
you,  you  will  ferve  the  Laid.  This  is  often  a  difficult 
part  with  thofe  in  younger  life.  They  are  afraid  of 
the  charge  of  fingularity  ;  of  the  reproaches  of  their 
thoughtlefs  and  giddy  companions.  Be  perfuaded 
that  it  is  your  honor  and  glory  to  ferve  God.  Who 
are  they  would  hold  you  in  derifion  ?  They  are  ig¬ 
norant  and  wicked.  They  are  dangerous  affoci- 
ates.  Break  off  at  once  from  them.  Will  you 

4 

fet  their  favor  in  competition  with  the  peace  of 
your  own  confciences  and  the  approbation  of  al¬ 
mighty  God  ?  Even  they  will  confcfs  that  you 
have  chofen  the  good  part.  They  muft  approve 
your  condud,  however  for  certain  reafons,  they  wifh 
now  to  enfnare  you.  If  the  Lord  Ic  Cod ,  follow  him . 
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He  will  proteft  you.  His  favor  is  more  than  that  of 
all  the  world. 

When  we  confider  the  words  of  the  t*xt  as  ad- 
dreffed  to  one  who  was  to  fill  a  high  and  important  ha- 
tion,  how  fignificant  and  weighty  are  they  !  How  ne- 
cefTary  that  perfons  in  power  and  truh  be  examples  of 
piety  and  virtue.  Yet  alas,  it  is  too  often  found  that 
thofe  whom  Providence  hath  exalted,  a£  as  though 
they  were  afhamed  of,  or  difregarded  the  hand  which 
raifed  them.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  example  has 
an  evil  effedt  upon  the  lower  ranks  of  men,  and  pro¬ 
duces  a  diiTipation  of  manners  unfavorable  to  good 
gov ern  mentfan d  happinefs.  In  whatever  hation  you 

are,  my  young  friends,  know  God  by  a  public  profeihon 
of  religion. 

1  here  is  one  thing  under  this  particular  with  which 
it  were  happy,  if  you  could  be  impreffed  ;  and  that  is, 
the  necefilty  and  importance  of  attending  on  the  holy 
ordinance  of  the  fupper.  You  have  been  baptized  in 
infancy,  and  by  this  rite  acknowledged  as  vifible  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church.  Your  parents  did  then  dedicate 
you  to  the  Lord  ;  they  engaged  in  your  name  that 
you  would  ferve  him.  As  foon  as  you  come  to  years 
of  underhand  mg,  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  perfonally 
to  renew  thefe  engagements.  What  is  ^  the  language 
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of  your  conduct  if  you  do  not  ?  Is  it  not  that  you  dis¬ 
approve  of  what  was  done  ?  That  you  will  not  have 
the  Lord  to  reign  over  you  ?  Do  you  not  call  your- 
felves  out  of  the  church,  and  forfeit  your  right  to  the 
divine  blefling  ?  Lay  your  condudl  in  this  refpedl  fcri- 
oufly  to  heart.  Your  excufes  are  well  known,  and  be 
affured  that  they  are  ineffe&ual  for  your  juflification. 
You  are  not  urged  to  approach  in  a  thoughtlefs  and 
unprepared  manner ;  but  where  does  the  want  of  pre¬ 
paration  reft  unlefs  with  yourfelves  ?  Though  grace  is 
free  and  fovereign,  yet  do  not  your  own  confciences 
condemn  you  for  wilful  negled  to  feek  it  in  the  ufe  of 
means  which  are  not  beyond  your  power  ?  May  God 
teach  you  that  in  this  way  you  are  living  in  ignorance 
of  him,  and  bring  you  fo  to  know  him  as  to  unrefer- 
vedly  comply  with  all  his  commandments* 

Once  more,  It  is  necefiary  that  you  make  choice 
of,  and  adhere  to  fome  denomination  in  the  church  of 
Chrift.  What  this  fhall  be  depends  on  the  circumftan- 
ces  in  which  you  are  placed,  and  your  own  judgment 
as  to  the  purity  in  which  the  ordinances  are  admini- 
ftered.  When  you  fix,  a  ftedfaft  adherence  is  perfedtly 
confiftent  with  a  charitable  difpofition  towards  others* 
An  unfettled  condu6l,or  a  wandering  from  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  will  not  promote  your  edification.  Know  thou 9 
fays  David;  tk  Cod  of  thy  father,  which  we  cannot  in- 

A  a  z 
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tcrpret  as  though  we  were  to  worfhip  precifely  as  our 
fathers  did  ;  but  that  we  embrace  and  profefs  the  true 
religion  which  may  be  found  under  different  modes  of 
worfhip.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be  expe&ed  that  early  im- 
preffions  in  favor  of  any  particular  mode  will  always 
have  a  great  influence  on  our  choice.  What  is  intended 
here  is,  not  to  recommend  bigotry,  or  a  cenforious 
temper  towards  thofe  who  may  differ  from  us,  but  that 
one  denomination  be  chofen  with  which  we  may  flea- 
dily  affociate.  You  will  not  be  furprifed  if  it  be  faid, 
that  it  is  better  to  belong  to  any  denomination  in  the 
chriftian  world  than  to  none  at  all;  for  though  un¬ 
doubtedly  one  is  to  be  preferred  to  another,  yet  in  the 
worft  of  them,  there  is  more  probability  of  happinefs 
here,  and  eternal  falvation  hereafter,  than  by  an  open 
difavowal  of  them  all.  A  perfon  without  any  pro- 
feflion  of  religion  is  a  monflrous  and  miferable  crea¬ 
ture.  As  you  cannot  well  make  a  public  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  God  without  joining  a  particular  fociety,  fo 
your  choice  and  adherence  are  neceffarily  implied  in  it. 

It  cannot  be  called  the  refult  of  blindnefs  and  pre¬ 
judice  to  fay,  that  God  hath  call  your  lot  in  a  land 
where  civil  and  religious  liberty  is  fully  enjoyed  ;  and 
in  a  church  where  the  great  doctrines  of  revelation  are 
conffantly  explained  and  inculcated ;  fo  that  on  the 
account  of  means  you  need  not  forfake  it,  and  it  is  pre- 
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fumed,  that  by  reafon  of  your  early  education  you  will 
not.  Let  me  befeech  you  then,  to  know  the  God  of 
your  fathers,  by  frequenting  the  public  affcmblics,  and 
maintaining  the  divine  worfhip  and  ordinances,  when 
your  fathers  are  removed  hence.  I  proceed  now, 

II.  To  lay  before  you  the  motives  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  thefe  things.  There  are  two  mentioned  in  the 
text;  fird,  an  encouragement,  If  thou  fe eh  him,  he  will 
he found  of  thee  ;  fecondly,  a  threatening,  If  thou  for- 
fake  hiiriy  he  will  c  aft  thee  of' forever. 

As  to  the  encouragement,  though  it  may  be  faid, 
that  while  our  lives  are  continued  in  this  world,  if  we 
feek  the  Lord  he  will  be  found  of  us,  yet  there  is 
greater  profpeCt  of  fuccefs  as  to  the  young  than  any 
others.  Among  many  reafons  which  might  be  men- 
tioned,  the  feafon  of  youth  is  the  fitted,  the  mod  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God,  the  molt  comfortable  to  youifebeS; 

« 

and  is  the  only  feafon  you  may  ever  enjoy. 

First,  Youth  is  the  fitted  feafon.  Your  nature  is 
then  mod  foft  and  pliant.  It  can  more  readily  be  bent 
in  any  way,  or  moulded  in  any  form.  It  has  not  as 
yet  contracted  the  diffnefs  of  age.  Habits  of  fomc 
kind  will  be  formed,  and  when  thefe  arc  bad  and  of 
long  continuance;  it  is  difficult  to  change  them.  Can 
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the  Ethiopian  change  his  Jhin ,  or  the  leopard  his  /pots  ? 
then  may  ye  alfo  do  good,  that  are  accnjlomed  to  do  evil* 
It  is  of  the  utmofl  importance  then,  that  you  early 
learn  to  fubdue  your  lulls,  moderate  your  paffions,  and 
fubmit  to  the  difeipline  of  religion.  The  hrii  feeds 
which  are  fown  are  moll  likely  to  take  root  and  flou- 

rilh.  If  good  feeds  are  not  fown,  noxious  weeds  will 
fpring  up  and  exclude  the  others. 

You  are  alfo,  at  this  age,  free  from  thofe  cares  and 
perplexities  which  dilturb  riper  years.  You  are  more 
lively  and  vigorous  5  more  able  to  encounter  with  diffi¬ 
culties  ;  more  full  of  hope  as  to  fuccefs  in  your  endea¬ 
vours,  which  is  a  great  fpur  to  adlion.  None  of  you 
will  underhand  by  what  is  faid  on  this,  that  you  can 
he  falhioned  to  religion  without  fupernatural  grace. 
You  were  Jhapen  in  iniquity ,  and  you  mull  he  lorn  again  ; 
but  furely,  the  dominion  of  fin  llrengthens  by  habit, 
and  we  become  lefs  able  and  lefs  inclined  to  leave  it. 
Is  there  not  hope  that  early  impreffions  of  religion 
will  be  moll  efficacious  and  lalling  ?  Nothing  is  too 
hard  for  almighty  power,  but  who  promife  bell? 
Thofe  who  begin  with  attending  to  the  duties  of  reli¬ 
gion,  or  thofe  who  run  in  the  ways  of  wickednefs  ?  The 
former  moll  certainly.  They  are  moll  likely  to  be 
religious  and  happy, 

*  Jer.  xiii.  aj. 


Again,  To  know  God  in  the  days  of  your  youth  is 
the  moft  acceptable  to  him.  The  firft  of  your  lives  is 
the  bed  ;  to  this  God  claims  a  right  ;  and  we  have 
reafon  to  think  that  this  part  he  moft  approves.  There 
is  fomething  exceedingly  engaging  in  early  piety. 
Mankind  admire  and  applaud  ;  and  if  there  be  joy  in 
heaven  at  the  converfion  of  a  finner,  may  we  not  con¬ 
clude  that  the  young  believer  is  an  interefling  fpefta- 
cle  ?  To  fee  one  whofe  fpi-rits  are  yet  warm  and  lively, 
nobly  refilling  tliofe  temptations  which  prove  fo  fatal 
to  many  ;  encountering  difficulties  with  refolution  and 
perfeverance,  is  worthy  of  high  approbation.  It  is 
true  that  none  merit  any  thing  from  God  ;  that  after 
they  have  done  all  they  are  unprofitable  fervants  ;  but 
it  may  be  fafely  afferted  notwithftanding,  that  they 
who  feek  the  Lord  while  young,  are  moft  acceptable 
to  him  and  moft  likely  to  obtain  his  favor.  Hath  he 
not  enjoined  this  very  thing  ?  Hath  he  not  forbidden 
a  delay  ?  And  is  not  obedience  more  pleafing  to  him 
than  difobedience  ?  Is  it  not  highly  difengenuous,  af¬ 
ter  refilling  God  the  firft  and  beft  of  our  lives,  to  offer 
him  the  dregs  ?  Have  we  not  reafon  to  believe  that  he 
will  refent  this  ?  To  fear  that  he  will  not  then  accept 
of  us  ? 

Again,  Early  religion  will  be  moft  comfortable  to 
yourlelves.  It  will  prevent  you  from  entering  upon 


274  D  A  V  I  D’s  CHARGE 

the  paths  of  fin  and  mifery.  Admitting  that  after  a 
courfe  of  Iniquity,  you  fhould  be  reclaimed  to  the  fer. 
vice  of  God,  your  repentance  mud  be  bitter.  The 
reflection  upon  your  pad  fins,  the  dllhonor  you  have 
done  to  God,  and  the  Injury  to  yourfelves  and  others, 
mud  give  you  many  painful  moments.  Though  God 
fliould  forgive  you,  yet  you  never  will  be  able  to  for- 
give  yourfelves;  nor  to  enjoy  that  peace  and  ferenity 
of  foul  which  an  attention  betimes,  and  an  uniform 
courfe  of  obedience  would  enfure, 

Particularly,  this  is  the  bell  provifion  you  can 
make  for  times  of  affliction,  for  old  age,  and  for  the 
trying  hour  of  death.  To  be  able  to  look  back  at 
the  clofe  of  life  and  fee  it  fpent  in  honoring  God  and 
promoting  the  welfare  of  men,  mull  give  unfpeakable 
fatisfaCtion.  All  indeed  will  have  reafon  to  lament 
that  their  talents  had  not  been  improved  better  \  but 
where  they  have  wholly  run  to  walte,  or  been  employed 
to  bad  purpofes,  lhame,  confuiion,  and  remorfe  mull 
be  the  confequence.  Who  can  defcribe  the  pitiable 
condition  of  that  man  who,  engaging  in  the  ways  of  fin, 
has  negleCted  the  means  of  grace,  defpifed  admonitions 
and  reproofs,  and  is  arrived  at  old  age !  What  fmall 
hopes  remain  that  his  peace  will  then  be  made  with 
God  !  The  evil  days  are  come ,  and  the  years  are  drawn 

4 

nigh,  when  he  fays ,  /  have  no  pleafure  in  them •  When. 
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lie  (lands  mod  In  need  of  comfort,  he  is  deditute-  I  o 
the  natural  evils  of  this  time  of  life,  are  added  dings  of 
confcience  for  what  is  pad,  and  afHi&ing  fears  as  to 
that  eternity  upon  which  he  mud  foon  enter.  Nothing 
in  this  World  or  the  other  affords  him  one  cheering  ray 
of  hope.  On  the  contrary,  how  happy  they,  who  ha¬ 
ving  remembered  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their 
youth,  fupport  old  age  with  cheerfulnefs  and  dignity, 
wait  with  calmnefs  and  refignation  for  their  releafe  from 
all  difeafes  and  infirmities,  anticipate  an  entrance  into 
everlading  red,  and  the  time  when  their  bodies  fhall  be 
railed  fpiritual  and  immortal,  fafhioned  like  to  the 
glorious  body  of  Chrid  ! 


In  the  lad  place,  Youth  is  the  only  feafon  you  may 
ever  enjoy.  Your  lives  are  very  uncertain.  You  may 

never  fee  manhood,  much  lefs  pafs  into  old  age.  Is 

» 

not  this  a  powerful  reafon  why  you  fnould  feek  the 
XiOrd  now  ?  At  prefent  you  enjoy  the  opportunity, 
but  how  long  it  will  be  continued,  is  only  known  to 
him  who  hath  made  and  placed  you  here*  Kc  may 
recall  you  foori.  Even  now,  while  you  are  dreaming 
of  long  life  and  looking  forward  through  many  years 
with  conicious  raptiii'e,  the  decree  may  be  ordered  into 
execution,  Return ,  ye  children  of  men •  Why  then  will 
you  flatter  yotlrfelves  ?  Why  delay  to  felze  the  prefent 
opportunity?  You  may  never  enjoy  another ;  if 
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you  Ihould,  you  have  feen  that  the  time  of  youth  is  of 
all  others  the  fitteft,  the  mod  acceptable  to  God,  and 
the  moll  comfortable  to  yourfelves. 

Another  motive  to  excite  you  is  the  threatening 
mentioned  in  the  text ;  Ip  thou  forfake  him ,  he  will  cajl 
thee  off  forever.  On  this,  time  will  not  allow  me  to 
dwell.  If  you  refufe  to  acknowledge  God  he  will  call 
you  off,  notwithstanding  the  inftrudlions  and  prayers 
of  pious  parents  ;  notwithllanding  all  the  privileges 
you  may  have  enjoyed.  He  will  call  you  off,  and 
that  for  ever.  How  terrible  are  thefe  words  !  Becaufe 
I  have  called ,  and  ye  refufed ,  I  have  fir etched  out  my 
hand \  and  no  man  regarded But  ye  have  fet  at  nought 
all  my  counfel ,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof ;  I  alfo  will 
laugh  at  your  calamity  ;  I  will  mock  when  your  fear 
cometh  ;  When  your  fear  cometh  as  deflation ,  and  your 
Jef  ruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind ;  when  diflrefs  and  an* 
guifh  cometh  upon  you.  Then  [hall  they  call  upon  me,  but 
I  will  not  anfwer  ;  they  Jhall feel  me  early ,  but  they  ffall 
not  find  me  :  For  that  they  hated  knowledge ,  and  did  not 
choofe  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  They  would  none  of  my  coun - 
fel ;  they  defpifed  all  my  reproof.  Therefore  ffall  they 

eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way}  and  be  filed  with  their 
own  devices .* 

*  Prov,  i.  24 — 3 1# 
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Be  perfuaded,  my  young  friends,  by  thefe  confidera- 

§ 

tions  to  begin  the  work  of  religion.  You  have,  at 
times,  imprefiions  made  upon  your  hearts,  and  you  form 
refolutions  ;  but  the  former  are  weakened,  and  the 
latter  are  broken,  by  the  force  of  tliofe  temptations 
which  furround  you.  When  this  is  repeatedly  the 
cafe,  there  is  danger  that  your  confciences  will  become 
lefs  tender,  fin  affume  a  lefs  frightful  afpeft,  and  you 
be  emboldened  to  venture  on  its  ways.  Cherifli,  there¬ 
fore,  thofe  tender  emotions  of  foul*  and  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  confidence  within  you;  They  are  the  call 
or  God,  and  fpeak  the  fame  language  with  the  text. 
Unlefs  you  live  to  God,  you  live  to  no  purpofe,  and 
worfe  than  none.  Only  religion  can  make  you  truly 
refpe&able  here,  and  eternally  happy  hereafter*  This 

is  infinitely  better  than  riches,  honors,  and  all  that  this 
world  can  afford. 

/  * 

My  young  hearers,  you  are  the  hope  of  the  church. 
On  you  the  eyes  of  your  minifters,  your  parents,  and 
your  chnftian  friends  are  placed,  to  fupport  the  caufc 
of  God  when  they  are  removed  hence.  Shall  we  be 
difappointed  ?  Win  you  give  us  no  encouraging  tokens 
before  we  leave  you  >  Let  each  of  you  now  paint  to 
liimfelf  the  feene  of  a  pious  parent  on  his  death-bed, 
his  children  gathered  around  him,  receiving  his  hut 
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advice,  and  taking  the  folemn  farewel.  “  My  dear 
children,  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  I  leave  you  ;  be  not 
call  down,  but  refigned.  What  little  of  earthly  things 
I  polfelfed,  and  for  which  I  labored  principally  on  your 
account,  I  have  divided  among  you.  My  great  con¬ 
cern  has  been,  not  that  you  fhould  be  rich  and  honor¬ 
able,  but  that  you  might  have'  the  favor  of  God  in 
Chrid.  I  have  indru&ed  you  and  prayed  for  you.  I 
have  recommended  religion  to  you  by  precept  and  ex¬ 
ample  ;  and  wilh  to  imprefs  you  now  with  its  awful 
importance  in  my  lated  moments.  Know  the  God  of 
your  father ,  and  ferve  him  with  a  perfect  heart ,  and  with 
a  willing  mind.  Though  left  than  the  lead  of  all  his 
mercies,  he  hath  diflinguilhed  me  by  his  grace  ;  he 
hath  guided  me  through  life,  and  will  now  receive  me 
to  glory.  From  long  and  happy  experience,  I  recom¬ 
mend  him  to  your  choice. — O  fhould  you  forfake  this 
God,  how  many  witneffcs  will  rife  up  in  judgment 
againlt  you.  The  counfels,  the  admonitions  and  the 
reproofs  will  aggravate  your  condemnation.  The 
dwelling-houfe  where  we  bowed  the  knee  together,  the 
church  to  which  we  re  foiled,  and  every  thing  which 
calls  you  to  my  remembrance,  >vill  reproach  you,  if 
you  live  ungodly.  Bear  with  the  earneilnefs  of  a  fa¬ 
ther  who  lovesyou,and  mull  fee  you  no  more.  Hearken 
to  his  lad  words,  and  may  they  be  engraven  on„your 
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hearts;  Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments - »• 

Surely,  my  young  friends,  your  hearts  are  too  tender 
to  be  unaffeded  with  a  feene  like  this.  It  has  been 
introduced  to  your  view,  that  while  your  parents  yet 
live,  you  may  afford  them  hope  concerning  you  ;  or, 
if  they  be  already  dead,  that  you  may  recoiled  what 
pa(Ted  in  your  minds  and  the  feelings  you  had,  fo  as  to 
excite  you  to  a  careful  attention  to  the  duties  of  reli¬ 
gion.  May  God,  by  his  grace,  qualify  you  to  ferve 
him  better  in  your  generation  than  your  fathers  have 
done  ;  to  outftrip  them  in  knowledge,  in  zeal,  and  in 
every  good  work. 

While  this  fubjed  is  addreffed  more  efpecially  to 
the  young,  it  fpeaks  in  a  very  alarming  manner  to  you, 
my  brethren,  who  have  let  the  feafon  of  youth  pafs  un¬ 
improved,  are  arrived  at  middle,  it  may  be,  at  old  age, 
and  have  no  well  grounded  hope  of  an  interefl  in  the 
Saviour.  Ought  not  you  to  make  fpeed  ?  To  care¬ 
fully  improve  what  remains  of  life  ?  Through  the  for¬ 
bearance  of  God,  you  are  yet  fpared.  There  is  yet 
hope  concerning  you,  if  you  will,  at  length,  turn  unto 
the  Lord.  Repent  that  you  have  fo  long  forgotten 
him,  and  forget  him  no  more.  It  is  the  eleventh  hour. 

Why  Jiandye  all  the  day  idle  P  JBegin,  begin  the  work 
* 

of  religion  before  it  be  too  late.  The  night  cometh ,  when 
no  man  can  work. 


2So  D  A  V  I  D’s  CHARGE,  &c. 


To  conclude,  This  fubjedt  ought  to  excite  the  thank- 
fulnefs  of  thofe  of  us  who  were  brought  to  know  God 
in  the  days  of  our  youth.  Of  whom  was  it  that  your 
parents  were  pious  ;  that  you  had  early  inftrudtion  in 
the  truth  ;  and  that  your  hearts  were  inclined  to  em- 
Liacc  it  ?  Oi  whom  that  your  vicious  inclinations  were 
reft  rained  and  fuboued  5  that  you  have  been  kept  from 
grofs  fins,  and  delivered  from  the  fnares  in  which 
others  have  been  taken  ?  Was  it  not  of  God?  Praife 
him  !  Praife  him  !  You  have  been  diftinguifhed  above 
others,  and  you  ought  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  bringing 
fortn  much  fruit  unto  God.  Let  all  who  have  known 
nis  love  in  Chrift,  be  exhorted  to  diligence  and  zeal  in 
his  fervice.  Recommend  religion  by  the  exemplarinefs 
of  your  walk.  Show  youth  by  your  conduct,  that  reli¬ 
gion  is  not  that  gloomy  thing  they  are  apt  to  fuppofe 
it  ;  but,  that  their  chief  happinefs,  as  well  as  their 
duty,  con  lifts  in  knowing  God,  and  Jewing  him  with  & 
perfeft  heart }  and  with  a  willing  mind \ 
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HEZEKIAH’s  SICKNESS  AND  RECOVERY. 


Preached  near  the  clofe  of  the  year .  * 


Isaiah  xxxviii.  7.  8. 

And  this  Jhall  be  a  SIGN  unto  thee  from  the  Lord,  that  the  Lord 
will  do  this  thing  that  he  hath  fpoken.  Behold  I  will  bring  again 
the  Jh ado w  of  the  degrees ,  which  is  gone  down  in  the  fun-dial  of 
Ahaz ,  ten  degrees  backward .  So  the  fun  returned  TEN  DEGREES, 
by  which  degrees  it  was  gone  down* 

P  HESE  words  are  the  record  of  a  miracle 
wrought  for  the  confirmation  of  the  faith  of 
Hezekiah  king  of  Judah.  They  are  chofen  as  the 

*  On  this  day,  being  the  a6th  of  December,  1790,  died  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Eilardus  Wes  ter  lo  in  the  53d  year  of  his  age ;  a 
man  highly  and  jutlly  tfteemed.  In  the  payers  which  announ¬ 
ced  his  death  was  given  the  following  character  :  “  This  gen- 
(t-  tleman  was  called  by  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Albany, 
41  from  Holland,  and  during  the  fpace  of  30  years,  has  been 
&IUnguifhed  as  an  able,  zealous,  and  fucccfsful  minifter  of  the 
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foundation  of  fome  refle&ions,  at  all  times  profitable, 

but  to  which  we  are  more  naturally  led,  at  this  feafou 
,  ox  the  year. 

Let  us,  firfi,  attend  briefly  to  the  preceding  hiflo- 
i)  which  will  teach  us  the  occafion  of  the  miracle  ;  and 
then,  to  the  difficulties  which  occur,  with  the  various 
opinions  of  interpreters. 

The  hiflory  as  related  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of 
the  fecond  book  of  Kings,  and  more  minutely  here, 
is  this.  About  the  time  that  Sennacherib  king  of 
Afiyria  invaded  Judea,  Hezekiah  was  taken  with  a 


.Lord  Jefus  Chrift.—  In  few  men  did  greater  and  more  amiable 
6i  qualities  unite.  He  poffeiTed  an  excellent  underftanding,  fo- 
lid  learning,  and  fervent  piety.  Ashe  experienced  the  power 
<c  of  truth  upon  his  own  foul,  fo  his  life  was  an  evidence  that 
“  he  loved  the  Saviour,  whom  he  ferved  and  preached  to  others. 
ei  A  meek  and  benevolent  difpofition  recommended  him  to  all 
his  acquaintances;  and  his  widow  and  children,  his  numerous 
“  friends,  a  large  congregation,  and  all  the  churches  with  which 
he  was  connected,  bewail  in  his  death,  the  lofs  of  a  great  and 
good  man.’* 

Though  the  author,  in  choofing  this  fubjedf,  had  no  particu¬ 
lar  reference  to  Dr.  Wefttrlo  yet,  having  heard  of  his  danger¬ 
ous  illnefs,and  prayers  being  this  day  offered  up  for  his  recovery, 
he  could  not  help  remarking,  in  the  time  of  delivery,  and  after, 
how  fuitable  the  fuhjedt  was  to  the  occafion.  Had  he  been  in¬ 
formed  of  his  death,  he  could  not  have  refrained  then  to  have 
deplored  the  lefs.  God,  who  fpared  Hezekiah,  was.pleafed,  in 
the  exercife  of  the  fame  wifdom  and  fovereignty,  to  remove  the 
other,' 
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very  dangerous  ficknefs.  The  prophet  Ifaiah  was  fcnt 
to  him  with  this  folemn  and  alarming  meffage  :  Thus 
faith  the  Lord,  Set  thine  houfe  in  order  ;  for  thoufislt 
die  and  not  live.  *  This  declaration,  like  fome  others, 
is  not  to  be  underftood  in  the  molt  abiolutc  fenfe  ;  but 
fignified  that  his  ficknefs  was  beyond  the  reach  of  hu¬ 
man  art  to  heal,  and  would,  according  to  the  courfe 
of  nature,  prove  mortal.  Of  the  fame  kind  was  this 
declaration  of  Jonah,  Yet  forty  days  and  Nineveh  Jhall 
be  overthrown  ;  and  yet  God  fpared  this  city  upon  its 
repentance  :  fo  in  the  cafe  before  us,  he  was  pleafed 
to  reftore  Hezekiah  upon  his  deep  humiliation  and  ear¬ 
ned  prayer.— We  are  informed  that  Hezekiah  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  afleided,  and  that  he  weft  fore.  Death  was 
unexpected  and  grievous  to  him. 

It  may  well  be  inquired,  why  Hezekiah  was  fo 
much  concerned  at  the  profpea  of  death,  feeing  he 
was  a  good  king,  had  been  zealous  in  reforming  the  a- 
bufes  of  former  reigns,  in  eftablilhing  the  worihip  of  the 
true  God,  and  has  this  teftimony,  that  he  did  that  which 
was  right  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that 
David  his  father  did. f  This  is  not  to  be  afcribed  en¬ 
tirely  to  that  love  of  life  which  is  natural  to  us  ;  for, 
though  there  is  interwoven  in  our  very  frame  a  fear  of 

*  Verfe  1.  f  z  K‘nSs  xviii.  3* 
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death,  and  a  defire  to  prolong  our  exiftence  ;  yet  good 
men  have  often  died  not  only  with  compofure,  but  tri¬ 
umph.  Indeed,  where  there  is  no  fettled  hope  of  well¬ 
being  hereafter,  the  thoughts  of  death  mull  be  terrible. 
There  were,  however,  befide  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature,  feveral  reafons  why  Hezekiah  might  defire  the 
continuance  of  his  life. 

Length  of  days  was  promifed  as  a  reward  of  obedi- 
enee  ;  and  Hezekiah  would  be  apt  to  look  upon  fo  hid¬ 
den  and  premature  a  death,  as  an  evidence  of  the  di¬ 
vine  difpleafure.  He  was  as  yet  in  the  prime  and  vigor 
of  his  life.  Accordingly  we  find  him  pleading  thus  j 
Remember  now ,  0  Lord,  I befeech  thee,  how  I  have  walk - 
ed  before  thee  in  truth,  and  with  a  ferfed  heart,  and  have 
done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  fight ;  *  by  which  we  are 
not  to  underhand,  that  he  boafted  of  his  works,  or 
pled  them  as  meritorious ;  but  that  he  befought  God 
to  confer  the  reward  he  had  gracioully  promifed  to 
thofe  who  walked  in  his  ftatutes  ;  that  he  would  afford 
this  token  of  his  approbation. 

^  e  are  to  consider  likewife  the  great  danger  to? 
which  the  kingdom,  at  this  juncture,  was  expofed  by 
the  powerful  invafion  of  the  Affyrian  army.  In  fuck 

circumftances,  Hezekiah  would  view  his  own  deaths 
*  Verfc  3*  ' 


AND  RECOVERY. 


285 


as  a  great  and  public  lofs.  This  would  a/HiCt  him  the 
more,  as  at  this  time  he  had  no  foil  to  fucceed  to  the 
throne.  How  ft  range  and  mournful  mufl  this  difpen- 
fation  have  appeared  to  him,  when  in  himfelf  the  royal 
family  of  David  was  about  to  become  extinCt,  and  all 
hopes  of  the  Meffiah  being  born  of  his  race,  vain  !  In 
this  light  then,  in  afking  for  life,  he  only  pled  the 
promife  which  David  and  Solomon  had  pled  before 
him,  That  there  Jhould  not fail  a  man  to  fit  on  the  throne 
of  Ifrael In  fliort,  when  thefe  things  are  confidered, 
we  may  account  for  the  concern  of  Hezekiah,  and  fee 
that  he  might  defire  life  from  the  purcfl  motives ;  not 
fo  much  for  his  own  fake,  as  for  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  world. 

His  earned,  entreaty  was  heard,  and  Ifaiah  was  font 
to  inform  him  that  he  fhould  recover  from  his  prefent 
diforder  ;  that  his  cure  fhould  be  fo  fudden  and  com¬ 
plete,  as  to  enable  him,  on  the  third  day,  to  go  up  unto 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  that  fifteen  years  fnould  be 

added  to  his  life  ;  and  that  he  fhould  be  delivered  out 

\ 

of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Afiyria.  By  the  direction 
of  Ifaiah,  a  plaifter  of  figs  was  applied  to  his  boil,  and 
he  recovered.  What  his  particular  diforder  was,  is  no 
more  than  conjectured  from  its  being  called  a  boil ’,  and 
from  the  remedy  ufed.  The  original  word  fignifies  an 


*  I  Kings  viii.  25  • 
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Inflammation  ;  and  figs  arc  faid  to  have  a  foftening  and 
ripening  tendency.  It  might  have  been  an  impofthume, 
quinfy,  or  plague-fore.  Whatever  fitnefs  there  was 
in  the  means  uied,  the  cure  was  evidently  miraculous ; 
and  we  are  taught  here,  that  we  ought  not  too  readily 
to  defpair  of  life,  but  ufe  all  proper  remedies,  depend¬ 
ing  upon  God  for  fuccefs.  Miracles,  indeed,  we  may 
not  expect ;  but  it  becomes  us  to  acknowledge  an  over¬ 
ruling  Providence  in  all  our  concerns. 

* 

Heze  kiah,  in  order  thathisfaith  might  be  ftrength- 
ened  in  the  promifed  deliverance,  pioufiy  requefted 
Ifaiah  for  a  fign  from  the  Lord,  which  was  granted. 
What  this  was,  we  read  in  the  text.  Let  us  now  at¬ 
tend  to  the  difficulties  which  occur,  with  the  various 
opinions  of  interpreters. 

The  fii ft  difficulty  is  with  refpedf  to  the  fun-dial  of 
Ahaz.  There  is  no  mention  in  fcripture  of  any  fuch 
inftrument  to  meafure  time,  as  a  dial,  before  the  reign 
of  this  king  ;  and  it  is  not  certain  that  the  Jews,  be¬ 
fore  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  divided  their  day  into 
hours.  *1  he  firft  place,  in  the  Old  Teftament,  where 
we  meet  with  the  word  hour ,  is  in  the  book  of  Daniel. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  who  were  the  firft  inven¬ 
tors  of  inftruments  to  meafure  time  in  this  manner. 

i _ 

Tlie  Egyptians  pretend  that  fuch  machines  were  ufed 
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among  them,  long  before  they  appeared  in  other  na¬ 
tions.  The  Greeks  confefs  that  Anaximander  firfl  di¬ 
vided  the  time  by  hours,  introduced  fun-dials  among 
them,  and  that  he  brought  this  invention  from  Chal¬ 
dea  ;  but  Anaximander  flourifhed  about  two  hundred 
years  later  than  the  days  of  Ahaz.  Hence  fome  ve¬ 
ry  confiderable  writers  fuppofe  that  the  invention  of 
fun-dials  was  much  later  than  this  period,  and  they  give 
the  paffage  a  different  tranffation.  It  is  obferved, 
that  the  word  rendered  degrees,  fignifies^rf  j,  or Jlairs  ; 
and  it  has  been  alledged,  that  this  meafurer  of  time, 
6t  was  nothing  but  a  flight  of  flairs  leading  up  to  the 
gate  of  the  palace  ;  and  according  to  the  projection  of 
the  fun,  marked  at  proper  diflances  with  figures  de¬ 
noting  the  divinons  of  the  day ;  and  not  any  regular 
piece  of  dial-work. ” 

Notwithstanding  this  apparent  difficulty  as  to 
the  place  and  time  of  the  firfb  invention,  no  reafonable 
objection  can  lie  againfl  the  truth  of  this  hiflory.  In 
Chaldea,  aflronomy  is  known  to  have  been  early  flu- 
died  ;  and  as  an  intimacy  fubfifled  between  Tiglath- 
Pilefer  king  of  Affyria,  and  Ahaz  king  of  Judah,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  Ahaz  had  the  model  of  a  dial 
from  thence,  and  had  one  ereCled  in  his  own  palace. 
Of  what  form  it  was,  and  in  what  manner  graduated, 
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is  little  to  the  purpofe.  Inventions  of  this  kind  are 
not,  all  at  once,  the  moil  convenient  and  perfeft. 
Some  contend,  from  the  fignification  of  the  original 
word,  that  it  was  not  horizontal,  as  dials  now  com- 
monly  are,  but  hemifpherical  and  concave.  Of  what¬ 
ever  form  it  was,  it  meafured  time  by  a  fhadow  call 
upon  it. 

The  next  difficulty  is  with  refped  to  the  miracle 
itfelf.  Did  it  confift  only  in  the  recefs  of  the  fhadow; 
or  did  the  body  of  the  fun  recede  in  the  heavens  ?  On 
tins  there  is  a  diverfity  of  opinion.  It  is  of  no  confe- 
quence  in  treating  of  this,  whether  we  ufe  the  com¬ 
mon  language,  or  fpeak  according  to  the  prefent  re¬ 
ceived  philofophy  ;  becaufe  whether  we  fuppofe  the 
iun  to  turn  round  the  earth,  or  the  earth  to  turn  round 
the  fun,  the  apparent  effecL  are  the  fame. 

The  ancients,  both  Jews  and  Chrffiians,  becaufe  it 
lo  heie  faid,  that  the  fun  returned  ten  degrees,  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  miracle  was  wrought  not  upon  the 
fhadow,  but  upon  the  body  of  the  fun  ;  or,  that  “  the 
fun  and  all  the  heavenly  bodies  went  back,  and  as 

much  was  detraded  from  the  next  night,  as  was  added 
to  this  day.! 
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Some  refpe£table  names  have  maintained,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  miracle  was  occafioned  only  by  a 
recefs  of  the  fliadow,  while  the  fun  proceeded  in  its  or¬ 
dinary  conrfe.  In  fupport  of  this,  they  fay,  that  in 
the  book  of  Kings,  mention  is  made  only  of  the  fha- 
dow’s  going  back  ;  and  though  in  Ifaiah  the  fun  1*3  faid 
to  return,  yet,  that  to  put  the  fun  for  its  beams,  is  a 
common  mode  of  fpeech  in  all  languages.  They  urge 
alfo,  that  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  recefs,  and  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  fun  was  gradual,  great  inconveniencies 
muft  have  anfen  to  mankind  5  for,  if  every  degree 
were  an  hour,  then  the  fun  in  returning,  and  again  ad¬ 
vancing,  would  have  made  that  day  twenty  hours 
longer  than  ufual,  and  thus  would  have  fcorched  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  fome  parts  of  the  earth,  while  others 
would  have  been  frozen  by  fo  long  an  abfence  of  the 
fun.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  recefs  and  advance 
of  the  fun  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  inflantaneous,  they 
fay,  that  this  would  have  been  feem  and  felt  all  over  the 
w  01  Id,  been  obferved  by  altronomers,  and  recorded  by 
hiftorians.  They  urge  farther,  that  as  the  defign  of 
the  mu  acle  was  not  to  lengthen  the  day,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Jofhua,  tnere  was  no  necefhty  for  fuch  a  change  in 
the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  when  the  de%n 
could  be  anfwered  as  well  by  a  change  of  the  fun’s  rays 

C  c 
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on  the  dial.  This  is  the  fubftance  of  their  reafoning, 
which  though  plaufible,  is  not  conclufive. 

We  are  exprefsly  told,  that  the  fun  returned  ten  de - 
grees,  and  why  fhculd  not  this  be  underflood  ftri&ly, 
as  well  as  that  the  fun i  flood fill ,  in  the  days  of  Jofhua  ? 
That  each  of  thefe  degrees  was  an  hour,  is  not  faid  ; 
nor,  whether  the  change  was  gradual,  or  indantaneous. 
That  we  do  not  find  it  recorded  by  hiflorians,  is  no  ar¬ 
gument  that  it  was  not  obferved  ;  for  the  records  of 
thofe  early  days  are  not  come  down  to  us.  We  have, 
at  lead,  an  intimation  that  it  was  obferved  at  Baby¬ 
lon  ;  for,  after  Hezekiah’s  recovery,  we  are  informed 
of  the  king  fending  ambaffadors  to  congratulate  him, 
and  to  enquire  of  the  wonder  that  was  done  in  the  land.  * 
To  what  is  this  wonder  fo  likely  to  refer,  as  to  fome 
adonifhing  change  obferved  in  the  heavens  ?  The  Chal¬ 
dean  adrologers  accurately  ftudied  the  motions  of  the 
celedial  bodies  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  this  retro- 
orefiion  of  the  fun  would  engage  their  attention,  while 

^  -r 

they  found  themfelves  unable  to  account  for  it.  As 
the  fun  was  one  of  their  deities,  we  may  fee,  like  wife, 
the  wifdom  of  God  in  this  miracle.  While  it  was  a 
dgn  to  Hezekiah,  it  proclaimed  to  thefe  idolatrous  na¬ 
tions,,  the  power  and  glory  of  Him  who  made  the  fun, 
and  to  whom  all  word) ip  is  due.  Had  Hezekiah  im- 
*  2  Chron.  XMxii.  31. 
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proved  this  difpenfation,  by  direffing  the  attention  of 
the  Babylonifh  ambaffadors  to  this,  inftead  of  fhowing 
them  his  great  treafures,  he  would  have  performed  an 
acceptable  fervice,  and  avoided  the  difpleafure  of  God. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  we  are  not  to  look  for  a 
miracle,  where  there  is  none  ;  and  though  God  doth 
not  work  any  unneceffurily  ;  yet  there  is  nothing  here 
too  great  for  our  faith.  Was  it  impoffible  ?  Who  (hall 
limit  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth  ?  Was  not  the 
return  of  the  fun  as  eafy,  as  that  of  the  fhadow,  to  an 
omninotent  hand  ?  Can  a  human  artificer  move  and 

JL 

guide  his  machine  as  he  will,  and  cannot  the  almigh¬ 
ty  Architect  move  and  guide  the  fabric  of  the  uni- 
verfe  ?  Cannot  he  who  fafhioned  the  glorious  lumina¬ 
ries  of  heaven  ;  who  continually  impels  and  guides 
them  through  the  vaft  expanfe ;  cannot  he  arreft  them 
in  their  courfe,  or  change  their  revolutions,  without 
confufion  in  the  fyltem,  or  injury  to  the  creatures  he 
hath  made  ?  Surely,  no  one  who  acknowledges  an  in¬ 
finitely  wife  and  powerful  Being,  will  deny  this. 

Those  who  contend  that  the  change  was  onlv  in  the 
fhadow,  Hill  admit  a  miracle ;  and  indeed,  which  ever 
,  fide  we  take,  it  amounts  in  the  end  to  the  fame.  The 
fign  was  from  God,  and  afforded  to  Hezekiah  full  af- 
furance  of  what  was  promifed.  Obferving,  it  may  be, 
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from  the  window  of  his  chamber,  the  fhadow  recede  on 
the  dial,  he  confidently  believed  his  recovery,  and  his 
deliverance  from  the  meditated  invafion  of  the  king  of 
Aflyria.  Ele  who  turned  the  fun  from  his  courfe, 
could  remove  the  moll  inveterate  difeafe  ;  he,  on  whom 
creation  reds,  could  eafily  fruftrate  all  the  defi<ms  of 
men. 

I  proceed  now  to  what  was  mainly  intended;  to 
make  fome  ferious  and  ufeful  reflections.  It  was  ne- 
ceffary,  in  confidering  this  paffage  of  fcripture,  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  things  you  have  heard  ;  and  let  us  now  en- 
deavour  to  draw  from  them  leffons  for  our  own  inftruc- 
tion. 


First,  We  ought  to  live  in  continual  expectation 
#oi  death,  and  preparation  for  it.  No  time  of  life,  and 
no  ftrength  of  conftitution  is  fecure  againft  its  attacks. 
Elezekiah  had  arrived  at  little  more  than  the  meridian 
of  human  life,  and  was  in  the  midfb  of  his  ufeful nefs, 
when  feized  with  a  mortal  difeafe.  Eut  why  do  we 
point  to  him,  when  we  fee  daily  witneffes  of  this  truth  ? 
“  ’Tis  but  a  few  whofe  days  amount  to  three-fcore 
<c  years  and  ten.”  Much  the  greater  part  die  before 
they  have  attained  to  half  of  that  age. 
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By  realizing  death,  and  bringing  it  near  to  us,  it 
will  appear  lefs  terrible  when  it  aftually  comes.  But, 
when  fcldom  in  our  thoughts ;  when  we  are  deeply  im- 
merfed  in  the  cares  and  pleasures  of  this  world,  the  mef- 
fage,  Set  thine  houfe  in  order  ;  for  thou  Jhalt  die  and  not 
live,  muft  ftrike  terror  to  our  hearts.  Hardly  any  fili¬ 
ation  can  be  conceived  more  pitiable  than  his,  whom 
death  unexpe&edly  overtakes  loaded  with  guilt.  If 
it  be  alarming  to  even  the  belt,  what  horrors  muft 
overwhelm  fuch  an  one  1  If  the  good  king  turned  his  face 
toward  the  wall  and  wept  foi^e,  what  confufion  and  dif- 
may,  may  we  fuppofe  will  attend  him,  whom  death 
furprifes  in  riot  and  profanity  ;  him,  whofe  exaltation 
is  abufed  by  the  indulgence  of  unlawful  pleafures,  and 
who  is  chargeable  with  blood-guiltinefs  by  the  oppref- 
fion  and  murder  of  his  fubjedts  1 — But  whatever  are  our 
circumftances  in  life,  it  is  our  wifdom  and  duty  to  con- 
fider  our  latter  end  ;  to  prepare  for  that  folemn  and  in¬ 
evitable  hour,  by  making  our  peace  with  God  through 
a  Mediator,  and  by  obeying  all  his  commandments. 

Secondly,  The  length  of  our  lives  is  determined 
by  God.  There  is  an  appointed  time  beyond  which  we 
cannot  pafs,  and  until  which  we  are  fafe  from  every 
mortal  accident  and  difeafe..  Though  this  truth  ought 
not  to  encourage  the  negledl  of  ourfelves,  or  caufe  us 
to  rufh  upon  danger,  for  the  means  and  the  end  arc 
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connected,  yet  it  ought  to  keep  us  from  anxious  and 
dillrefling  fears.  By  thefe  we  cannot  prolong  our 
lives,  hut  we  may  render  them  uncomfortable.  Though 
Tiezekiali  was  dangeroufly  ill,  and  had  folemn  warn¬ 
ing  from  the  Lord,  yet  he  lived  fifteen  years  after  this. 
Such,  from  the  beginning,  was  the  council  of  God;  but 
he  was  pleafed  for  wife  purpofes  to  threaten  him  with 
death.  To  Hezekiah  was  afterward  known,  the  pre- 
cife  limit  ;  but  as  to  us,  it  is  wholly  concealed.  Some, 
indeed,  are  for  ever  prophefying  as  to  this  event ; 
hearing  noifes,  feeling  imprefiions,  dreaming  dreams, 
and  feeing  viiions ;  thus,  vainly  tormenting  themfelves 
and  others  by  anticipation.  That  God  can  reveal  to 
perfons  the  time  of  their  death,  and  that  he  hath  done 
it  in  other  inflances,  as  well  as  the  one  before  us> 
is  certain  ;  but,  it  may  be  aflerted  that  fome  impor¬ 
tant  end  is  always  to  be  anfwered  by  it ;  and  that  when 
he  does  it,  the  perfon  is  not  left  to  mere  conjedlure. 
In  general,  however,  we  know  neither  the  day  nor  the 
hour,  that  fo  it  maybe  always  prefent  veith  us;  that 
fo  our  houfes  may  be  kept  in  order,  and  we  prepared 
to  die. 

Thirdly,  Are  there  not  fome  of  us,  my  brethren, 
whom  God  hath  fnatched  from  the  very  mouth  of  the 
grave  ?  Whofe  lives  have  been  defpaired  of,  and  yet 
God,  in  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  reftored  to  health  ? 


In  fo  large  an  affembly,  fume  fuch,  probably,  aie  to 
be  found,  wliofe  prefervation,  though  the  fun  turned 
not  back,  feemed  alnioh  miraculous  to  themfelves  and 
.  others.  It  becomes  fuch  ferioufly  to  inquire,  what 
improvement  they  have  made  of  life  fincc  ?  What  ic- 
quital  to  God  for  his  fparing  goodnefs  :  It  is  remark¬ 
ed  of  Hezekiah  that  he  rendered  not  again  according  to 
the  beneft  done  unto  him  ;  for  his  heart  was  lifted  up . ,¥: 

He  went  up  on  the  third  day  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 
to  return  thanks,  and  his  fong  of  praife  is  recorded  in 
this  chapter  ;  but,  when  the  mercy  was  no  longer  frefh, 
he  forgot  the  obligations  he  owed.  Alas,  this  is  too 
commonly  the  cafe  with  many.  How  has  it  been  with 
you  i'  Have  you  broken  off  your  iniquities  ?  Have  you 
performed  your  refolutions  ?  Or,  have  you  returned  to 
your  former  ways,  and  are,  perhaps,  more  fecure  and 
thoughtlefs  than  ever  ?  Beware  of  unfandtified  afflic¬ 
tions.  He  that  being  often  reproved  hardeneth  his  neck, 
[hall  fuddenly  be  defrayed ,  and  that  without  rernedy\ . 
Remember  that  you  are  refpited,  not  pardoned  ;  it 
may  be  for  fifteen  years  ;  and  it  may  be  for  a  much 
lefs  period.  Remember  that  death  will  inevitably  come 
at  lad  ;  and  if,  inflead  of  repentance,  you  have  added 
to  the  number  of  your  fins  ;  if  you  have  thus  defpifed 
the  goodnefs,  and  forbearance,  and  long  ffering  of  God, 

you  will  have  treafured  up  unto  yourfelves  wrath 
*  2  Chron.  xxxii.  25.  f  Prov.  xxix,  1. 
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againji  the  day  of  ’wrath  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God . 

Not  only  do  finners  harden  themfelves  under  the 
chaftenings  of  the  Lord,  but  there  is  danger  that  faints 
do  not  improve  them  as  they  ought ;  and  though  thefe 
&  all  finally  perifli  ;  yet,  by  their  forgetfuhiefs, 
they  difhonor  God  and  bring  upon  themfelves  other 
aifli&ions  from  his  hand.  Let  me  befeech  all  then, 

1 

of  whatever  character,  to  render  again  according  to  the 
benejit  done  unto  them  ;  to  devote  themfelves  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  that  God  who  hath  made  them,  reftored  them 
from  ficknefs,  preferved  them  in  many  dangers,  and 
to  whom,  at  laft,  they  muft  account  for  all  their  ac¬ 
tions. 

Fourth lv,  We  are  come,  my  brethren,  near  to 
the  clofe  of  another  year.  This  circumftance  led  me 
to  the  choice  of  this  fubjedfc,  and  produced  theprefent 
train  of  reflections.  The  fun  will  foon  have  finifhed 
another  revolution,  never  to  meafure  back  the  fpace. 
The  time  we  have  lived  is  gone  as  to  us ;  as  much  fo, 
as  the  years  before  the  flood.  Whatever  we  have  been 
doing,  we  have  been  borne  fleadily  and  irrefiflibly 
along. — How  many  years  have  we  lived  ?  Fifteen  ? 
Twice  fifteen  ?  Have  not  fome  of  us  feen  four  times 
this  number,  and  more  ?  To  allude  to  the  figure  of  a 
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dial ;  while  the  (hadow  fhows  that  it  is  morning  with 
feme,  noon  with  others  ;  does  not,  to  a  third  clafs  the 

fhadow  lengthen,  and  the  evening  fad  approach  ?  Mud 
they  not  foon,  very  foon,  be  inveloped  in  thick  dark- 

nefs  ?  What  changes  will  fifteen  years  make  in  the  cir¬ 
cle  of  our  acquaintance  ?  What  changes  in  the  face  of 
this  adembly  ?  Nay,  who  is  there  among  us  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  claim  fo  long  a  time  ;  or  fay,  that  even  a  day, 
or  an  hour,  is  his  own  ? — Penfiling  creatures,  on  the 
verge  of  another  year,  and,  it  may  be,  on  the  verge  of 
eternity,  will  you  admit  the  folemn  reflection  into  your 
treads  ?  Will  you  be  advifed  to  fecure  an  intered  in 
the  Saviour,  that  fo  you  may  live  in  glory  hereafter  ? 
Life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  through  the  gofpel 
of  Chrid.  It  reveals  abetter -country,  that  is  an  heaven¬ 
ly.  Behold }  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold ,  now  is  the 
day  of  falvation .  Turn  while  you  may.  Come  to  the 
blood  of  Chrid  for  cleanfing  from  your  fins  ;  and  feek 
his  purifying  grace  to  prepare  you  to  live  and  reign 
with  him  when  time  (hall  be  no  longer. 

» 

Finally,  let  thofe  whofe  hopes  are  truly  fixed  on 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrid,  feek,  by  a  patient  continu¬ 
ance  in  well  doing,  for  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality . 
ThrougEthe  merits  of  your  exalted  Redeemer,  death  is 
your  friend  ;  the  grave  is  a  bed  of  red.  It  is  appoint - 
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cd unto  all  men  once  to  die  ;  but  you  will  rife  again.  God 
hath  prepared  a  city  where  Hezekiah,  and  all  the  re¬ 
deemed  fhall  dwell.  The  city  hath  no  need  of  the  fun, 
neither  of  the  moon  tofhine  in  it ;  for  the  glory  of  God  doth 
lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof  ,  There  is  no 

meafurement  of  time  as  upon  earthy  but  one  bright 
and  eternal  day. 
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SERMON  XVII. 

HISTORY  AND  CHARACTER 
OF  DANIEL. 


Daniel  Vi,  19.  20.  21,  22. 

« 

'Then  the  king  arnfc  very  early  in  the  morning ,  and  went  in  hajle  unto 
the  den  of  lions. 

And  when  he  came  to  the  den ,  he  cried  with  a  lamentable  voice  unto 
Daniel ,  and  the  king  fpake  and fuid to  Daniel ,  0  Daniel  fervant 
of  the  living  God,  is  thy  God ,  whom  thou  fervejl  continually ,  able 
to  deliver  thee  from  the  lions  ? 

Then  faid  Daniel  unto  the  king ,  0  king ,  live  forever . 

XT Y  God  hath  fent  his  angel  and  hath  Jhut  the  lions  mouths  that  they 
have  not  hurt  me  :  For  af much  as  before  HIM  innocency  was  found  in 
.me  and  alfo  before  THEE,  0  king ,  have  I  done  no  hurt . 

^T^HERE  are  fome  paflages  of  fcripture,  wluch  we 
read  in  early  life,  and  which  make  fo  deep  an 
imprdfton,  as  never  after  to  be  effaced  from  our  re¬ 
membrance.  Who  is  not  acquainted  with  the  dory  of 
jofeph  and  Ills  brethren  ?  With  the  combat  of  David 
and  Goliah  ?  With  Samfon  and  the  foxes  ?  And  with 
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the  circum (lance  of  Daniel  being  thrown  into  the  lions 
den?  This  is  an  argument  of  the  utility  of  hiftory,  and 
of  the  wifdom  of  God  in  ufing  this  method  of  com¬ 
municating  inftrudion. 

But,  though  the  fads  which  are  related  en<ra£e 
our  attention,  and  are  imprinted  on  the  memory,  we 
do  not  always,  at  the  time,  attend  to  the  leffons  which 
they  teach.  This  is  the  work  of  maturer  years,  of 
greater  difcernment  and  refledion. 

To  prepare  the  way  for  fome  improvement  of  the 
paffage  before  us,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  take  a  fhort 
view  of  the  principal  adcrs  in  the  fcene. 

The  prophet  Daniel,  was  defcended  from  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  David.  In  the  reign  of  Jehoiakim,  king  of 
Judah,  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  having  in¬ 
verted  Jerufalem,  took  it,  and  carried  Daniel  when  he 
was  yet  young,  with  other  captives,  into  Babylon.  He 
and  three  of  his  companions  were  felededby  diredion 
of  Nebuchadnezzar,  were  intruded  in  the  language 
and  learning  of  Chaldea,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
qualified  to  ferve  as  officers  at  court;  and,  agreeably  to 
the  cuftom  of  conquerors  in  thofe  days,  new  names 
were  given  to  them.  Daniel  was  called  Bcltefhazzar. 
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They  continued  under  tuition  for  three  years,  and 
the  king  appointed  them  a  daily  provifion  of  meat  and 
wine  from  his  own  table.  Daniel  now  manifefted  the 
moil  confcientious  regard  to  that  religion  in  which  lie 
had  been  initiated.  He  refufed  to  partake  "of  the 
provifion  allowed,  left  he  might  defile  himfelf  with 
meats  which  were  forbidden  to  the  Jews,  and  part  of 
which  might,  in  this  cafe,  have  been  offered  to  falfe 
gods.  Surely  this  conduct  in  one  fo  young  and  under 
fo  many  temptations,  was  a  prefage  of  future  greatnefs 
and  ufefulnefs.  Miferable  is  that  education  in  which 
no  attention  is  paid  to  the  duties  of  religion.  The  fear 
of  the  Lord  is  the  leginning  of  wifdom  :  And  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  holy  is  underji a  tiding,  * 

Daniel  requefted  and  obtained  for  himfelf  and  his 
fellow-ftudents  a  fuiTicient  quantity  of  water  and  pulfe; 
with  which,  being  proved  ten  days ,  their  countenances 
appeared  fairer,  and  fatter  inflejh ,  than  all  the  children 
which  did  eat  the  portion  of  the  king's  meat. \  If  this 
circumftance  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  extraordinary, 
it  fhows  us  that  God  will  not  let  thofe  fuffer  who  are 
actuated  by  a  fincere  attachment  to  his  law.  He  will 
defend  and  fupport  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  a  righte¬ 
ous  caufe.  But  when  we  confider  that  thefe  perfons 
Prov.  ix.  10,  f  Chap*  i,  15, 
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were  young,  and  employed  in  fevere  ftudies,  vegeta¬ 
bles  and  water  were,  perhaps,  the  moll  fuitable  for 
them.  They  were  already  fo  much  of  philofophers, 
as  to  know  that  high  feafoned  food  and  luxurious 
wines  would  be  very  prejudicial ;  that  thefe  would 
produce  a  feverifh  habit  of  body  and  ftupify  the  mind. 
One  reafon  why  they  outftripped  alldhe  other  Undents 
in  Babylon  may  be,  that  they  were  more  abftrafled 
from  fenfual  pleafures;  when  others  thought  of  eating, 
and  drinking,  and  fieeping,  they  were  bufy  in  conning 
their  leffons.  Superiority  in  learning  does  not  arife  fo 
much  from  a  difference  in  genius,  as  from  a  clofer  at¬ 
tention.  and  application. 

When  thefe  young  men  had  finifhed  their  ftudies, 
and  were  examined  by  the  king,  he  found  them,  in 
all  matt  dr  s  of  avifdom  and  underfunding,  ten  times  better 
than  all  the  magicians  and  ajlrologers  that  were  in  all  his 
realm*  They  difcovered  more  wiidom,  and  had  made 
greater  progrefs  m  learning,  which  in  tnat  country 
conftfted  chiefly  in  politics,  the  art  of  war,  and  the 
motions  of  the  celeftial  bodies.  Upon  Daniel,  befides 
his  natural  acutenefs  and  his  acquired  knowledge,  God 
was  pleafed  to  bellow  fupernatural  gifts.  He  had  un¬ 
derfunding  in  all  vfons  and  dreams •  This  foon  appear¬ 
ed  by  his  revealing  and  interpreting  a  remarkable 
*  Chap.  i.  20. 
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dream,  which  had  greatly  troubled  Nebuchadnezzar, 
and  as  to  which,  none  of  his  wife-men  could  give  him 
any  fatisfadlion.  Though  the  dream  had  made  ftrong 
imprefiions  upon  his  mind,  yet  he  could  not  recoiled! 
the  circumftances  of  it  ;  and  on  this  account  his  divi¬ 
ners  told  him  that  he  required  of  them  what  was  im- 
poffible.  The  king,  naturally  haughty  and  unaccufto- 
med  to  difappointment,  having  firfl  threatened  and  re¬ 
proached  them,  became  now  very  furious ,  and  comman¬ 
ded  to  dcjlroy  all  the  wife-men  of  Babylon .*  The  decree 
was  i fined  for  that  purpofe. 

At  another  time,  we  may  confider  particularly  the 
character  of  this  king,  and  his  lingular  punifhment  : 
At  prefenfc,  we  cannot  forbear  refledling  what  a  dan¬ 
gerous  influence  power  and  flattery  have  on  the  cor¬ 
rupt  human  heart.  How  abfolute  and  cruel  was  the 
proceeding  here  mentioned!  Te  Jhall  be  cut  in  pieces, 
and  your  houfes  Jhall  be  made  a  dunghill. f  If  ye  will  not 

make  known  unto  me  the  dream ,  there  is  but  one  decree  for 
you.%  He  had  forgotten  that  he  himfelf  was  mortal. 
He  imagined  that  all  things  were  made  for  his  ufe. 
He  punifhes  men,  not  for  difobeying  a  lawful  command, 
but  for  not  performing  what  was  beyond  their 
power.  How  often  have  mankind  tamely  fubmitted 

*  Chap.  ii.  12,  f  Chap.  ii.  5.  \  Chap.  ii.  9. 
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to  fuch  kings ;  and  when  {hall  they  be  curfed  with 
them  no  more  ! 

* 

Dan  i  el  and  his  three  friends  were  included  amono- 

£> 

thofe  doomed  to  die.  Daniel  obtained  a  refpite  of  the 
execution  of  the  fentence,  on  a  promife,  that  he  would 
give  the  king  fatisfadtion  as  to  his  dream.  Having 
acquainted  his  companions  with  what  he  had  underta¬ 
ken,  he  requeued  them  to  unite  in  fuppiication  to  God 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  reveal  to  him  the  great 
and  important  fecret.  It  was  accordingly  revealed  to 
Daniel  in  a  night-vifion,  for  which  he  returned  praife 
to  God ;  and  the  next  morning,  being  brought  into 
the  prefence  of  the  king,  he  revealed  to  him  the 
dream  with  the  interpretation.  The  king  furprifed 
and  pleafed  at  the  wonderful  difeovery,  {bowed  Daniel 
the  moft  profound  reverence,  and  gave  him  many  great 
gifts',  and  made  him  ruler  of  the  whole  province  of  Babylon , 
and  chief  of  the  governors  over  all  the  wife -men  of  Ba¬ 
bylon.  He  alfo,  at  Daniel’s  requeft,  promoted  hi-$ 
three  friends  to  places  of  honor  and  truft. 

We  fee  in  this  tranfadlion  the  great  piety  of  Daniel, 
the  exceeding  goodnefs  of  God,  and  the  myfterious 
ways  of  his  providence.— Where  is  the  refuge  of  the 
pious  man,  in  the  day  of  trouble,  but  in  his  God  ?  He 
is  a  helper  when  every  earthly  mean  fails.  Daniel  was 


CHARACTER  OF  DANIEL.  305 


mighty  in  prayer.  Nor  was  he  forgetful  of  thankf- 
giving.  The  mercy  which  he  obtained  by  fupplica- 
tion,  he  returned  in  grateful  praifes.  When  he  flood 
before  the  king,  he  was  jealous  for  the  honor  of  the 
true  God,  and  to  him  he  afcribed  all  the  glory.  There, 
is  a  God  in  heaven  that  revealeth  fee  rets,  and  rnaketh 
known  to  the  king  Nebuchadnezzar ,  what  Jhall  be  in 
the  latter  days * 

How  great  was  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  revealing  this 
fecret  to  Daniel ;  in  fo  ordering  it,  that  the  king  for¬ 
got  his  dream  ;  by  this  divine  difpeafation  taking  the 
greater  glory  to  himfelf,  and  making  it  inftrumental  lii 
the  promotion  of  his  fervant ! 

How  myderious  the  ways  of  Providence,  that  in  the 
interpretation  of  this  dream,  fhouid  be  found  a  pre¬ 
diction  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  !  By  the  image 
compofed  of  different  materials,  are  here  reprefented 
the  fame  events  which  Daniel  afterward  faw  in  vifion, 

under  the  emblem  of  wild  beads.  In  the  one,  the 

# 

kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  is  reprefented  by  the Jlone  that 
fmote  the  image ,  and  became  a  great  mountain ,  and filed 
the  whole  earth  in  the  other,  by  the  thrones  being 

caf  down,,  by  one  coming  with  the  clouds  of  heaven  and 
*  Chap,  ii,  38.  f  Chap.  ii.  35* 

C  d  3 


3°6  history  and 


having  given  to  him  dominion  and  glory  ,and  a  kingdom, 
that  all  people,  nations  and  languages JJoould  ferve  him  ;  his 
dominion  being  an  everlafting  dominion  which  Jhall not  pafs 
away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  Jhall  not  be  dejlroyed 
ijut  the  nature  of  the  diicourfe  will  not  allow  us  to 
purfue  thefe  things. 

Daniel  interpreted  a  fecond  dream  of  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar,  and  which  was  fent  as  a  warning  to  him  for 
his  pride  and  wickednefs.  The  king  Hill  continuing 
m  his  impiety,  the  judgment  which  was  foretold  came 
upon  him. 

After  the  death  of  Nebuchadnezzaf,  his  fon  Evil- 
Merodach  fucceeded  to  the  throne.  His  reign  and 
that  of  his  immediate  fucceffors  were  fo  fhort  that  no 
notice  is  taken  of  them  in  this  hiflory.  Belfhazzar  the 
grandfon  of  Nebuchadnezzar  foon  began  to  reign.  To 
this  king,  Daniel  interpreted  the  writing  upon  the 
wall,  which  none  of  the  wife-men  could  read,  much 
lefs  interpret.  Being  /lain  the  fame  night  on  which 
the  writing  appeared,  the  kingdom  was  divided  and 
ginsen  to  the  Medes  and  Perfians .  Darius  the  Mede  now 
came  to  the  throne.  He  is  the  fame  perfdn  who  is 
called  by  the  Greek  hiftorians  CyaKares,  and  was  the 

*  Chap.  vi.  9—I4. 
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uncle  of  the  renowned  Cyrus.  Under  the  reign  of  this 
lait  king  happened  that  which  has  been  read  as  the 
foundation  of  this  difcourfe. 

Darius  divided  the  empire  into  an  hundred  and 
twenty  provinces,  over  which  he  fet  governors,  and 
over  thefe,  three  prefidents,  of  whom  Daniel  was 
chief ;  fo  high  was  his  reputation,  and  fuch  was  the 
opinion  which  this  king  entertained  of  his  wifdom  and 
integrity.  This  didin&ion,  however,  drew  upon  Da¬ 
niel  the  envy  of  the  other  princes,  and  they  carefully 
fought  matter  of  accufation  againd  him. — “  Cenfure,'7 
fays  one,  “  is  the  tax  which  men  pay  for  being  emi- 
nent.,,  Whoever  is  exalted  above  others  either  in  gifts 
or  dation,  mud  expert  to  be  envied  and  oppofed.  This 
evil  principle  is  always  found  working  in  the  human 
bread.  On  this  account,  were  it  not  that  men  may 
not  withdraw  from  any  place  or  duty  to  which  Provi¬ 
dence  calls  them,  they  would  be  more  eafy  and  fafe  in 
a  humble  dation.  They  who  redlefs  climb  the  flip- 
pery  afcent  of  honor,  and  are  ambiti©us  to  dand  before 
kings,  are  in  danger  of  being  pufhed  down  by  more 
fuccefsful  rivals ;  and  at  any  rate,  they  will  find  va* 
nity  and  vexation  of  fpirit. 
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Happy  Daniel,  who,  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe  was 
neitoer  covetous  of  honor,  nor  ever  fought  to  retain  it 
but  with  a  good  confcience.  His  enemies  could  find  none 
otcafion  nor  fault,  for afmuch  as  he  was  faithful ,  neither 
was  there  any  error  or  fault  found  in  him .*  His  admi- 
niltration  being  blamelefs,  they  had  recourfe  to  ano» 
ther  ftratagem.  They  knew  that  he  conftantiy  re- 
forted  to  Godin  prayer;  and  therefore,  on  confulta- 
tion,  they  requefted  that  the  king  would  make  a  firm 
decree ,  that  whofoever  Jhould  afk  a  petition  of  any  god  or 
ma^  for  thirty  days9  five  of  the  king  himfelf  he  Jhould 
be  cafl  into  the  den  of  lions,  j*.  Horrid  plot !  Impious  in 
its  very  nature,  and  malicious  in  its  deflgn  !  But  it 
was  a  dofe  fweetened  with  flattery,  and  therefore 
f wall  owed  by  the  king.  He  Jgned  the  writing  and  the 
decree . 

Daniel  mud  now,  either  ceafe  to  pray,  or  lofe  his 
life.  If  he  pray,  one  would  think  that  prudence 
would  diredt  him  to  do  it  in  a  more  concealed  manner 
than  heretofore.  Mark  his  condudt.  Though  he  was 
aware  of  what  was  intended,  yet  his  windows  being  open 
in  his  chamber ,  toward  Jerufalem ,  he  kneeled  upon  his 
knees ,  three  times  a  day  y  and  prayed  and  gave  thanks  be¬ 
fore  his  God.%  This  was  a  noble  tellimony.  It  mani- 
*  Chap,  vi,  4,  |  Chap,  vi,  7.  i  Chap,  vi,  16, 
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felled  the  fincerity  of  his  religion.  A  falfe  profeflor 
would  have  diffembled  ;  would  have  apoflatized  ;  but 
Daniel  had  withltood  the  temptations  of  a  licentious 
court,  nor  was  he  now  to  be  affrighted  by  a  lions  den. 
He  was  at  this  time  old,  and  he  might  have  reafoned 
thus  ;  “  I  have  loved  and  ferved  my  God  for  many 
years,  he  hath  promoted  me  to  high  honor  in  a  flrange 
land,  and  given  me  favor  with  feveral  princes  ;  and 
fnall  I  for  the  poor  remnant  of  my  days  forfake  him  ? 
No;  if  I  am  to  be  devoured  by  lions,  I  will  leave  to 
idolaters  an  example  of  that  fledfaltnefs  and  fortitude 
which  my  religion  infpires.  Or,  if  it  be  the  will  of 
God  that  I  fhould  continue  longer  here,  a  witnefs  for 
him,  and  a  benefit  to  my  nation  ;  he  hath  formerly  de¬ 
livered,  and  he  can  hill  deliver  me.  Into  his  hands  I 
wholly  commit  myfelf.” 

His  enemies,  having  obferved  him  praying  to  his 
God,  accufed  him  to  the  king,  pled  the  decree,  and 

0 

urged  that  the  tranfgreffion  was  the  more  heinous  in 
Daniel,  as  being  a  foreigner.  They  wifhed  to  reprefen t 
him  as  one  who  (bowed  difaffedlion  to  the  king,  and 
who  contemned  his  authority.  The  king  now  faw  the 
e vil  confequence  of  his  decree,  was  difpleafed  with 
himfelf,  and  fincerely  endeavoured  to  fave  Daniel.  His 
minihers  alledged,  that  by  the  law  of  the  Medes  and 
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Perfians,  the  ftatute  was  unalterable.  Probably  thefe 
ftatutes  were  confirmed  by  the  king’s  oath,  and  there¬ 
fore  thought  unalterable ;  or  being  made  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  confent  of  a  council,  they  could  not  be  revo¬ 
ked  except  in  the  fame  manner  ;  for  we  find  that  the 
Hone  which  was  laid  upon  the  mouth  of  the  den,  was 

fealed  not  only  with  the  king’s  own  fignet,  but  with 
the  Jignet  of  his  Lords.* 

These  wicked  men,  by  their  importunity,  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  the  king  to  deliver  up  Daniel  to  their  mercy, 
and  they  call  him  into  the  den  of  lions.  The  king, 
when  he  fubmitted,  expreiTed  a  hope  that  the  God 
whom  Daniel  continually  ferved  would  flill  preferve 
him  ;  and  fuch  was  his  concern  and  anxiety  that 
he  fpent  the  night  fieeplefs  and  falling.  He  was  fenfi- 

ble  that  he  had  been  fhamefully  betrayed  into  the  com- 
million  of  a  cruel  and  unjult  a&ion,  and  one  which 
was  likely  to  deprive  him  of  a  faithful  and  ufeful 
fervant. 

Who  does  not  pity  the  fitilation  of  this  king,  fur- 
rounded  by  ambitious  and  defigning  courtiers  who 
fhive  to  impofe  upon  him  ?  Who  does  not  lament  his 
want  of  firmnefs  and  refolution  ?  He  approves  the 

right  and  does  the  wrong.  Could  an  oath  oblige  him 
*  Chap.  vi.  17, 
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to  the  performance  of  that  which  was  in  itfelf  finful  ? 
Could  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians  change  the 
eternal  law  ofjuftice?  No,  his  compliance  was  unwar¬ 
rantable.  With  firmer  nerves  he  ought  to  have  Hem¬ 
med  the  torrent.  Herod,  for  his  oath's  fake ,  beheaded 
John  the  Baptifl.  Pilate  pronounced  fentence  againfl 
our  Saviour,  though  he  declared  that  he  found  no  fault 
in  him .  From  fimilar  motives  did  Darius  condemn 
Daniel  to  death,  though  his  condud  in  yielding  to  the 
importunity  of  infidious  men,  appears  more  excufable 
than  that  of  the  others.  Early  in  the  morning,  he 
haflened  to  the  den  of  lions,  and  to  his  great  furprife 
and  joy  found  Daniel  unhurt.  The  God  whom  he 
ferved  had  indeed  delivered  him,  and  his  innocency 
before  God  and  man  was  remarkably  made  manifefl. 
This  deliverance  was  obtained  by  his  faith  ;  for  it  is 
laid,  no  manner  of  hurt  was  found  upon  him ,  lecaufe  he 
believed  in  God,*  To  this  inftance  the  apoftle  particu¬ 
larly  refers,  when  defcribing  the  powerful  effeds  of 
faith,  he  fays,  that  it  flopped  the  mouths  of  lions. f 

DpvAw  near  all  of  you,  my  brethren,  to  the  mouth  of 
the  den,  and  behold  the  power  and  goodnefs  of  God  in 
this  wonderful  deliverance.  The  lion  is  the  ftrongeit  and 

moll  terrible  bead  that  roams  the  foreft.  He  drinks  the 

*  Chap,  vi,  *3,  f  Heb.  xi.  33. 
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blood  and  feeds  upon  the  flefh  of  animals.  His  voice  is 
tianendous,  hive  the  nolle  of  thunder.  He  fprings 
upon  his  prey,  tears  it  to  pieces  with  his  claws,  and 
devours  it  with  his  teeth.  Into  a  den,  where  a  num¬ 
ber  of  lions  were  confined,  was  Daniel  call ;  probably 
in  the  night  when  thefe  beads  crave  their  food  ;  and  as 
the  furnace  was  heated  /even  times  for  Daniel's  compa¬ 
nions,  fo  it  is  probable  that  the  lions  had  been  kept 
from  their  ufual  provifion,  in  order  to  make  them  the 
more  voracious.  Into  a  den  of  beads  which  naturally 
third  for  blood,  and  whofe  appetites  are  now  whetted 
with  hunger,  and  dreadfully  growl  for  food,  is  Daniel 
cad;  his  body  not  a  morfel  for  each,  and  indead  of  al¬ 
laying  their  hunger,  fit  rather  to  excite  a  furious  con- 
ted  in  the  angry  den.  Behold  the  raging  lions  are 
tame  !  They  growl  not,  they  fpring  not !  The  meat 
offered  they  wall  not  touch  !  An  angel  (hut  their 
mouths!  Here  Daniel  continued  all  nio-ht,  and  indead 
of  the  hungry  lions  roar,  the  den  fweetly  founded  with 
the  praifes  of  the  living  and  everlading  God.  Anima¬ 
ted  were  the  falutations  which  paffed  between  the  king 
and  him  in  the  morning.  Daniel  was  taken  out  of  the 
den  ;  and  he  returned  to  his  office  with  increafed  repu¬ 
tation,  and  with  infinite  caufe  to  love  and  trud  the 
Lord. 

Shall  we  now  retreat  from  the  den  of  lions :  Or, 
will  curiofity  lead  you  to  witnefs  a  aifmal  fcene,  the 
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execution  of  Daniel's  accufers  ?  The  king  commanded 
and  they  brought  themy  and  cajl  them  into  the  den  of  lions y 
them,  their  children ,  and  their  wives ;  and  the  lions 
had  the  majlery  of  themy  and  brake  all  their  bones  in  pieces , 
or  ever  they  came  at  the  bottom  of  the  den.*  By  this 
tranfa&ioa  the  prefervation  of  Daniel  appeared  the 
inore  evidently  miraculous.  As  to  his  accufers,  the 
mouths  of  the  lions  were  unflopped,  and  they  a&ed 
agreeably  to  their  nature.— From  this  bloody  fight  let 
us  turn  away,  refle&ing  on  the  juftice  of  God  in  bring¬ 
ing  thefe  men  to  the  fame  death  which  they  had  medi¬ 
tated  for  Danieh  1  he  law  which  condemned  the 
wives  and  children,  Was  no  doubt  cruel ;  but  it  feems 
reafonable  that  thole  p'erfons  fliduld  fuffer  the  very  pu- 
nifhment  to  which  they  had  unjuflly  and  malicioufly 
fought  to  bring  another*  God  ordered  that  their 
wicked  devices  fhould  return  with  vengeance  upon 
themfelves.  In  like  manner,  was  Haman  hanged 

on  the  very  gallows  which  he  had  prepared  for 
Mordecai; 

Daniel  continued  at  court  and  in  favor  under  the 
reign  of  Cyrus,  who  fucceeded  his  uncle.  To  the 

Babylonilh  empire  this  king  united  the  kingdoms  of 

*  Chap.  vi.  24. 
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Perfia  and  Media,  and  the  whole  dominion  was  after* 
wards  called  the  Perflan  empire. 

Neither  time  nor  propriety  will  admit  to  enter 
fully  upon  the  prophecies  of  Daniel. 

Some  of  the  later  Jews  have  denied  that  he  was  a 
prophet ;  but  the  words  of  our  Saviour  put  this  matter 
out  of  all  doubt,  by  whom  he  is  exprefsly  called  a  pro¬ 
phet  ;*  and  it  is  an  evidence  too  that  he  fpoke  the 
fentiments  of  the  Jews  in  his  day.  Indeed,  when  we 
confider  the  greatnefs  and  clearnefs  of  his  prophe¬ 
cies,  efpecially  thofe  concerning  the  coming  and  fuf- 
feringsof  the  Mefliah,  he  muft  be  efteemed  one  of  the 
£rft  rank.  Jofephus  reckons  him  among  the  greatell 
of  the  prophets*  and  fays  of  him,  “  That  he  converfed 
familiarly  with  God,  and  not  only  foretold  future 
events,  as  other  prophets  did,  but  determined  likewife 
the  time  when  they  fhould  come  to  pafs.”  So  clear 

r  t 

are  his  predictions,  and  fo  exaCtly  fulfilled,  that  Por- 

•  j. 

pbyry,  a  bitter  enemy  of  the  chriflian  religion,  has  al- 
ledged  that  they  were  written  by  fome  later  hand,  af¬ 
ter  the  events  took  place.  The  modern  Jews,  on  the 
one  hand,  are  not  willing  to  admit  his  authority,  on 
account  of  his  predi&ions  refpe&ing  the  time  of  the 

Mefliah  5  and  infidels  on  the  other,  oppofe  him# 
*  Mac,  xxiv.  JJ • 
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left  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  truth 
of  divine  revelation.  The  objections  of  both,  if  ex¬ 
amined,  will  be  found  weak  and  abfurd. 

Part  of  this  book,  from  the  fourth  verfe  of  the  fe- 
cond  chapter  to  the  end  of  the  feventh,  which  treats  of 
Babylonifh  affair?,  was  originally  written  in  the  Chal¬ 
dean  language,  and  all  the  reft  in  Hebrew. 

1 

Daniel  is  fuppofed  not  to  have  returned  with  the 
Jews  from  captivity,  but  to  have  died  in  Chaldea  in 
an  advanced  age. 

Thus  have  we  taken  a  curfory  view  of  the  life  of 
Daniel ;  who  pofiefTed  an  extraordinary  genius,  impro¬ 
ved  by  much  learning  and  long  experience’;  who  lived 
in  great  worldly  profperity  ;  who  was  bold  and  un {ha- 
ken  in  the  duties  of  the  true  religion ;  and  who  enjoyed 
peculiar  revelations  of  the  divine  will.  What  Jofeph 
was  in  the  court  of  kPharaoh,  Daniel  was  under  the 
kings  of  Babylon  ;  only  the  latter  prophefied 
more  clearly  and  fully  of  the  hfefiiah.  Plow  plain  is 
the  following  prophecy  !  Seventy  weeks  are  determined 
upon  thy  people ,  and  upon  thy  holy  city ,  to  jlnijh  the  tranf- 
grejjion)  and  to  make  an  end  oj 'fins ,  and  to  make  reconcilia¬ 
tion for  iniquity ,  and  to  bring  in  everlajling  right eonfnefs , 
and  to  feal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy ,  and  to  anoint  the 
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mqfl  holy .  The  MeJJiahJhall  be  cutoff. \  but  not  for  him* 
felf  The  time  and  the  deflgn  of  his  coming  are  here 
fixed.  According  to  the  prophetic  ftyle,  the  feventy 
weeks  are  to  be  taken  for  weeks  of  years,  every  one  of 
which  contained  feven  years;  and  fo  the  feventy  weeks 
will  amount  to  four  hundred  and  ninety  years.  So 
many  years  being  reckoned  back  from  the  death  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  will  bring  us  to  the  very  year 
and  month  in  which  Ezra  had  his  commiflion  from 
the  king  of  Perfia  for  returning  to  Jerufalem  and  re- 
ftoring  the  church  and  flate  of  the  Jews. 

So  many  reflexions  have  been  already  made  on  this 
hiftory,  that  there  is  the  lefs  necefiity  to  be  particular 
now. 

We  fee  that  the  great  defign  of  God  in  raifing  up 
prophets,  and  in  all  the  revolutions  of  the  kingdoms  of 
old  was  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  the 
klefiiah.  We  believe  that  he  hath  indeed  come  ;  and 
that  he  hath  been  cut  off ;  that  his  kingdom  is  long 
fince  begun  ;  and  that  to  promote  and  eftablifli  this 
every  event  and  revolution  yet  to  take  place  fhall  be 

■  ...  J  i  ■  _  '  .  ' 

made  fubfervient.  This  being  the  cafe,  it  will  not  be 
deemed  an  improper  digrefiion,  or  too  forced  an  appli- 

*  Chap.  ix.  24; 
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cation  of  this  fubjeft,  to  preach  to  you  Jefus  Chrijl , 
and  him  crucified.  We  have  come  up  in  vain  this  even¬ 
ing,  unlefs  we  return  more  difpofed  to  know  and  do 
the  will  of  God# 

j 

We  are  all  by  nature,  in  worfe  than  Babylonilh  cap¬ 
tivity  ;  expofed  to  more  frightful  dangers  than  a  den 
of  lions.  Thefe  can  only  rend  our  bodies  ;  but  there 
is  one  who  feeks  to  devour  our  fouls ;  to  draw  us  from 
allegiance  to  our  Maker,  and  involve  us  in  remedilefs 
perdition.  What  is  the  mod  abje£l  fiavery  among  men 
compared  with  the  fiavery  of  fin  ?  What  the  mod  ex¬ 
cruciating  bodily  pains,  to  the  unquenchable  fire  and 
the  never-dying  worm  ?  What  is  banifhment  from  our 
native  land  to  eternal  exclufi  on  from  the  comfortable 
prefence  of  God  ?  Thefe  are  things  which  we  have  all 
reafon.  to  fear,  and  which  will  certainly  come  upon 
us,  unlefs  we  betake  ourfelves  to  that  way  of  efcape 
which  God  hath  provided.  Behold,  a  mighty  deli¬ 
verer,  who  was  early  revealed  ;  time  after  time  defcri*. 
bed  ;  and  who  hath  long  fince  appeared  in  our  world. 
By  death,  he  hath  conquered  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death.  He  hath  triumphed  over  all  the  enemies  of 
mankind.  He  hath  led  captivity  captive.  He  is  the 
Iking  of  kings,  and  the  Lord  of  lords.  Will  you,  my 

E  e  z 
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brethren,  become  the  fubjeas  of  his  kingdom  ?  Will 

you  fubmit  yourfelve3  to  his  laws  ?  Now  is  the  time  to 

make  your  peace  with  him  ;  to  lay  hold  on  his  righte- 

oufnefs  by  faith.  Dying  Tinners,  by  the  death  of  the 

Saviour,  live  !  Miferable  captives,  by  the  ftrength  of 

the  Saviour,  break  your  chains  and  be  free  !  Rife, 

life,  from  the  ruins  of  this  world  to  glory  and  immor¬ 
tality! 

Let  thofe  who  are  the  fubjedls  of  Chrifl’s  kingdom 
be  exhorted,  under  all  their  dangers  and  difficulties, 
with  Daniel  to  believe  m  God •  Truft  his  power  and  hie 
raitnfuffiefs.  Adhere  to  duty,  and  commit  all  your 
concerns  to  his  care.  He  will  fupport,  guide  and 
protedl  you.  This  difcourfe  cannot  conclude  better 
than  by  offering  to,  your  meditation  thofe  glorious 

truths  fublimely  expreffed  in  the  prophecy  before  us. 

* 

I  beheld  till  the  thrones  were  c aft  down,  and  the  Ancient  of 
days  did fit ,  whofe  garment  was  white  as  J 'now ,  and  the 
hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool :  His  throne  was  like 
the  fery  fame  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fre.  A  fery 
fream  ijfned,  and  came  forth  from  before  him  :  Thoufand 
ihoufands  miniftered  unto  him ,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand  food  before  him  :  The  judgment  mas  fet  and  the 

looks  were  opened And  many  of  them  that  feep  in  the 
9  Chap,  vii,  9.  10  ” 


V 

CHARACTER  OF  DANIEL.  3c; 

dujl  of  the  earth Jhall  awake,  fonts  to  everlafing  life ,  and 
Come  to  fharne  and everlafing  contempt.  And  they  that  he 
wife  fh all f  jins  as  the  hrightnefs  of  the  frmament ;  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  as  the  fans  for  ever 
and  ever, f 

f  Chap.  xii.  a.  3. 
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CHARACTER  OF  NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 

"  *  ♦ 

* 

Daniel  iv.  37. 

Td'ow  /  Nebuchadnezzar  /’w^,  and  extol,  and  honour  ths  King 
6f  Heaven,  all  whofe  works  are  truth,  and  his  ways  judgment ; 
and  thofe  that  walk  in  pride ,  he  is  able  to  abafe» 

■  * 

^  I  XHESE  words  arc  the  teftimony  of  Nebuchad- 
“**"  nezzar,  the  king  of  Babylon,  in  favor  of  the 
true  God.  They  are  the  more  remarkable  as  being 
littered  by  a  heathen,  and  one  who  had  been  educated 
in  an  idolatrous  worfhip.  In  confideiing  their  occa- 
fion  and  force,  we  will  be  led  to  attend  to  fome  of  the 
principal  occurrences  in  the  life,  together  with  the 
character  of  this  king. 

Nebuchadnezzar  was  one  of  the  mod  powerful 
•md  fuccefsful  monarchs  of  the  Ead.  Having  fuccceded 
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to  a  vaft  kingdom,  he  enlarged  and  (lengthened  it  by 
new  acquifitions.  His  armies  were  vi&orious,  his  do- 
minions  extenfive,  and  his  revenues  immenfe.  In  the 
great  image,  which  he  faw  in  a  dream,  his  kingdom 
was  reprefented  by  a  head ofjine  gold.  It  was  fo  inter¬ 
preted  by  Daniel.  Thou  0  king ,  laid  he,  art  a  king  of 
kings  :  For  the  God  of  heaven  hath  given  th  ee  a  kingdom , 
fewer  ^  and Jlrength ,  and  glory .  And  wherefoever  the 
children  of  men  dwell ,  the  leafs  of  the field  and  the  fowls 
of  the  heaven  hath  he  given  into  thine  hand ,  and  hath 
made  thee  ruler  over  them  all :  Thou  art  this  head  of 
gold  A  .  *  •  * 

yA  constant  feene  of  wordly  profperity  is  always 
dangerous.  It  produces  in  mod  men  a  forgetfulnefs 
of  their  dependence  on  divine  providence,  and  an  arro¬ 
gant  demeanour  unbecoming  the  (late  of  mortality. 
On  Nebuchadnezzar  it  had  the  mod  baneful  influence. 
His  heart  was  lifted  up ,  and  his  mind  hardened  in  pride,  f 
His  difpofltion,  naturally  haughty,  had  been  nourifh- 
ed  by  a  courtly  education,  by  the  profpedl  of  a  flou- 
rifhing  kingdom,  by  the  abfolute  command  of  armies, 
by  repeated  victories,  and  by  the  continual  incenfe  of 
the  minions  around  him.  Pride  was  his  predominant 
fin  and  manifefled  itfelf  in  all  his  anions.  To  this 
*  Chap,  ii,  38.  f  Chap.  v.  20* 
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we  are  to  impute  his  unreafonable  anger,  his  cruelty, 
and  his  abjeclnefs  of  fpirit,  on  feveral  occafions. 

His  peremptory  command  to  the  diviners  concern¬ 
ing  his  dream,  his  excefiive  anger,  and  his  cruel  de¬ 
cree  have  been  mentioned  in  a  former  difeourfe.  Pride 
cannot  bear  to  be  contradicted  or  difappointed.  Its 
claims  are  extravagant,  and  if  denied,  it  breathes  cer¬ 
tain  vengeance.  We  find  a  fimilar  infiance  in  the 
conduct  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  towards  the  three  Jews 
who  refufed  to  worfhip  the  golden  image  which  he 
had  fet  up  in  the  plain  of  Dura.  The  behaviour  of 
fchefe  Jews  was  as  noble,  as  that  of  the  king  was  mean. 
They  faid  to  him,  Be  it  known  unto  thee ,  0  king, 
that  we  will  not  feme  thy  gods,  nor  worJJjip  the  golden 
image  which  thou  hajl  fet  up**  A  generous  mailer 
would  have  admired  and  applauded  fuch  integrity  in 
his  fervahts ;  he  wOuld  have  thought  them  the  more 
worthy  of  his  love  and  confidence ;  but  the  proud  king 
conftruiiig  it  into  difrefpcdl  and  contumacy,  debafed 
himfelf  by  outrageous  pafiion.  He  was  full  of  fury, 
and  the  form  of  his  v ij< age  was  changed*  So  fierce  was 
his  wrath  that  it  heated  for  thefe  men  a  furnace  one 
feven  times  more  than  it  was  wont  to  be  heated. \  How 
little  and  contemptible  does  pride,  fometimes  make 
men !  In  the  very  a<&  of  fupporting  what  they  call 

*  Chap,  iii.  18.  f  Chap;  iii.  19. 
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their  dignity,  they  difeover  their  weaknefs..  Such 

pafllon  was  unbecoming  a  man,  much  lefs  Nebuchad- 

> 

nezzar  the  great ;  much  lefs  a  judge,  in  pronouncing 
fentence  upon  his  fellow-men. 

That  there  is  a  meannefs  in  pride  which  will,  at 
times,  {loop  low,  appears  from  the  conduft  of  this 
king  when  Daniel  interpreted  his  firfl  dream*  He 
fed  upon  his  face ,  and  worfhipped  Daniel ,  and  commanded 
that  they  fhould  offer  an  oblation  and  fweet  odours  unto 
him.*  Before  thi3,  his  looks  were  lofty  and  his  com¬ 
mands  abfolute.  He  adled  as  though  heaven  and  earth 
were  obliged  to  comply  with  his  wifhes.  But  now  he 
proftrates  himfelf  before  one  whom  he  had  lately  fen- 
tenced  to  death.  He  pays  that  homage  which  he  him¬ 
felf  had  exacted  from  others.  From  the  extremity  of 
pride,  he  defeends  to  the  extremity  of  abafement. 
Daniel  deferved  his  thanks  and  his  favor  ;  but  there 

was  a  meannefs  in  humbling  himfelf  in  this  manner  ; 

\  ' 

and  it  proves  that  pride  is  wholly  different  from  true 
greatnefs  and  magnanimity. 

The  time  at  length  approached  when  God,  who 
reffeth  the  proud,  by  a  fmgular  difpenfation,  punifhed 
this  king  ;  and  held  him  up  as  a  dreadful  example  to 
*  Chap.  ii.  46. 
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future  princes,  and  an  affedting  leffon  to  all  genera¬ 
tions  of  men.  In  mercy  to  the  king,  and  that  it 
might  be  the  more  obfervable  by  others,  God  was 
pleafed  to  forewarn  him  in  a  dream.  Though  he  had 
forgotten  the  former  dream,  yet  this  he  was  able  par¬ 
ticularly  to  relate  ;  and  therefore  expected  that  his 
own  magicians  would  be  able  to  interpret  it.  In  this 
they  failed,  and  he  was  obliged  again  to  have  recourfe 
to  Daniel. 

The  providence  of  God  is  very  remarkable  in  thefe 
tranfa&ions.  Though  Nebuchadnezzar  was  favored 
with  dreams,  yet  the  ability  to  interpret  was  vouch- 
fafedto  a  prophet  of  the  true  God.  They  were  thus, 
properly  divine  predictions,  and  the  king  was  ufed  only 
as  an  inftrument  to  make  them  the  more  public,  and  to 
excite  the  attention  of  mankind.  In  the  firfl  dream,  the 
magicians  pleaded  the  impoflibility  of  interpreting 
what  could  not  be  remembered  ;  but  behold,  a  fecond 
dream,  in  which  this  excufe  is  removed,  and  Rill  they 
are  perplexed  to  nopurpofe.  God  confounds  all  their 
wifdom,  and  in  the  fight  of  thefe  heathen,  aflerts  his 
own  glory.  We  do  wrong  in  confining  the  defign  of 
God  in  the  wonders  he  hath  wrought  to  particular 
perfons  or  objects.  Who  may  not  fee,  that  while  the 
captivity  of  the  Jews  was  a  punifhment  for  their  fins ; 

F  f 


326 


CHARACTER  OF 


that  while  the  exaltation  of  Daniel  in  the  court  of 
Babylon,  and  his  prophecies  were  a  fource  of  comfort 
to  his  own  nation  ;  thefe  events  tended  to  diffufe  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God  among  other  nations,  and 
recover  many  Bom  their  fuperdition  and  idolatry 


g  was 


The  fub  dance  of  the  dream  as  told  by  the  kin 
this ;  4*  I  faw,”  faid  he,  44  a  tree  exceeding  great  and 
“  lofty  ;  and  which  increafed  fo  fad  that  it  feemed  to 
leach  unto  the  very  heaven.  It  was  luxuriant  in 
“  leaves  and  fruit.  It  afforded  Belter  to  the  beads 
44  and  fowls,  andfudenance  to  all  flefli.  As  I  won- 


44  dered  at  the  greatnefs  and  utility  of  this  tree,  I  faw 
44  an  angel  defcendmg  from  heaven,  who  cried  with  a 
44  loud  voice,  Hew  down  the  tree,  cut  off  the  branch- 
44  es,  fhake  off  the  leaves,  fcatter  the  fruit,  and  let  all 
44  creatures  depart  from  it;  but  leave  the  dump  in  the 
earth,  with  a  band  of  iron  and  brafs,  in  the  tender 
44  grafs  of  the  held,  and  let  it  be  wet  with  the  dew  of 
44  heaven,  and  let  his  portion  be  with  the  beads  in 
44  the  grafs  of  the  earth  ;  let  his  heart  be  changed 
fiom  man  s,  and  let  a  head?s  heart  be  given  unto 
44  him;  and  let  feven  times  pafs  over  him.” — When 
Daniel  heard  this  dream,  he  was  druck  with  the  awful 
portent  of  it,  and  remained  dlent  for  an  hour.  Being 
encouraged  by  the  king,  he  at  lad  declared  that  this 
great  tree  fignified  the  ting  himfelf ;  that  the  hew- 
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ing  down  of  the  tree  and  what  followed,  fignified  his 
being  driven  from  men  to  herd  with  the  beads  of  the 
held,  expofed  to  all'the  inclemencies  of  the  weather  ; 
and  that  the  leaving  of  the  dump  fignified  his  reitera¬ 
tion,  in  due  time,  to  his  former  date. 

Daniel  accompanied  the  interpretation  with  the 
mod  faithful  and  falutary  advice  to  the  king  to  forfake 
his  fins,  that  fo  the  judgment  might  be  averted  or  de¬ 
layed.  How  happy  had  he  complied  with  this  advice  I 
Some  think  that,  alarmed  by  this  warning,  he  did  re¬ 
form  for  a  time,  and  that,  on  this  account,  he  was  res¬ 
pited  for  a  year.  Sinners,  when  threatened  with  im¬ 
mediate  danger,  often  leave  their  fins,  and  form  ref¬ 
lations  to  lead  new  lives  ;  but  when  the  danger  is  re¬ 
moved  or  forgotten,  they  return  to  their  former  cour- 
fes.  Whatever  outward  and  temporary  reformation 
might  have  appeared  in  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  bitter 
root  of  pride  hill  remained  in  his  heart. 

When  his  profperity  was  at  the  high e ft  ;  when  his 
enemies  around  were  all  in  fubje£lion  and  tributary  ; 
and  when  he  had  greatly  enlarged  and  beautified  the 
city  of  Babylon  with  the  fpoils  of  conquered  nations, 
his  pride  fwelled  beyond  all  bounds,  and  vented  itfelf, 
on  a  certain  occafion,  in  the  moft  arrogant  language. 
As  hi  walked  in  the  palace  of  tlx  kingdom  of  Babylon ,  and 


328 


CHARACTER  OF 


viewed  the  amazing  extent  and  magnificence  of  this 
building,  which  he  had  planned  and  executed ;  or, 
probably,  as  he  wa’ked  on  the  uppermolt  terrace  of  the 
famous  hanging-gardens,  from  which  he  had  a  prof- 
ped  of  the  whole  city  with  its  palaces,  walls,  turrets, 
brazen  gates  and  canals,  he  fpake  and  J, aid ,  Is  not  this 
great  Babylon  that  I  have  built for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom , 
by  the  might  of  my  power ,  and  jor  the  honour  of  my  majef- 
ty  ?*  Was  there  ever  a  more  daring  inftance  of  pride  ? 
Who  is  not  (hocked  to  hear  a  mortal  afiumethe  prero¬ 
gative  of  Deity  ?  Who  does  not  tremble  left  divine  veil* 
geance  fuddenly  burft  from  the  clouds  upon  his  pre- 
fumptuous  head  ?  Of  whom  are  thefe  words  in  the 
prophecy  of  Ifaiah  more  deferiptive  than  of  this  king  ? 
Thou  hafifaid  in  thine  heart ,  /  will  afeendinto  heaven ,  I 
will  exalt  my  throne  above  the  Jlars  of  God P  I  will  afeend 
above  the  heights  of  the  clouds ,  I  will  be  like  the  mojl 
High.f  Though  judgment  be  delayed,  yet  itwillfurely 
come.  While  the  word  was  in  the  king's  mouthy  a  voice 
from  heaven  pronounced  that'the  meafure  of  his  iniqui¬ 
ties  was  full,  and  that  now  the  fentence  was  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted.  The  fame  hour  was  the  thing  fulfilled  upon  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar  :  And  he  was  driven  from  men ,  and  did  eat 
grafs  as  oxen ,  and  his  body  was  wet  with  the  dew  of 

heaven ,  till  his  hairs  were  grown  like  eagles  feathers ,  and 
*  Chap.  iv.  30.  f  Ifaiah  xir.  13.  14. 
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his  hails  like  birds  claws.*  lie  who  afpired  to  be  as 
God,  was  degraded  to  the  condition  of  a  bead. 

Various  have  been  the  opinions  concerning  this 
puniihment  inflidled  upon  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  which 
it  is  needlefs  to  treat  at  large.  Some  have  fuppofed  the 
whole  to  be  an  allegory,  and  intended  to  give  us  a  rcpre- 
fentation  of  the  fall  of  lucifer ;  fome,  that  the  king 
was  really  changed  into  an  ox,  or,  at  lead,  that  the 
fpirit  of  an  ox  was  infufed  into  him,  or  fubdituted  in 
the  place  of  his  own  ;  and  fome,  that  it  was  a  fafcina- 
tion  in  the  eyes  both  of  the  king  and  his  fubjedts,  by 
which  they  imagined  that  there  was  a  real  change  into 
the  form  of  this  animal.  Neither  of  thefe  opinions  can 
be  admitted.  The  mod  general  and  the  mod  probable 
opinion  is,  that,  by  the  judgment  of  G  od,  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar  was  deprived  of  his  reafon,  or  druck  with  mad- 
nefs  ;  that  in  this  date  he  fancied  himfelf  an  ox,  and 
imitated  the  actions  of  one;  that,  having  ded  from  the 
habitations  of  men,  he  affociated  with  beads,  fed  upon 
grafs,  lay  expofed  on  the  ground,  and,  in  fhort,  deem¬ 
ed  to  have  all  the  inclinations  and  actions  of  a  bead. 
His  own  words  intimate  his  punifhment  to  have  been 
of  this  fort,  j Mine  undcrjlanding)  fays  lie,  returned  unto 
'*  Chap,  iv,  33* 
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me.  And  again,  My  reafon  returned  unto  me.*  The 
only  difficulty  then  it,  to  fee  in  what  his  punilhment 
conhfted  ;  for  if  he  all  the  time  imagined  himfelf  a 
bead,  or  was  in  a  ftate  ofinfanity,  he  would  not  be  un¬ 
happy.  This  difficulty  is  removed,  if  we  fuppofe 
that  he  had  at  certain  intervals,  a  confcioufnefs  of  his 
mifery,  but  was  fo  hurried  by  a  brutal  appetite  as  to  be 
unable  to  extricate  himfelf.  He  might  fee  his  error, 
and  not  be  able  to  avoid  it ;  be  fenfible  of  his  difgrace 
and  not  capable  to  redrefs  it. 

*  •% 

Nor  is  it  any  objection  to  this  hi&ory,  that  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar,  accuftomed  to  the  foftnefs  and  delicacy  of 
a  court,  could  not  live  feven  years  on  the  raw  fruits  of 
the  earth,  and  his  body  too  expofed  to  external  injuries ; 
for,  perfons  infedled  with  his  diflemper  are  well  known 
to  be  exceflively  itrong,  and  able  to  undergo  hardfhips 

•which  would  prove  fatal  to  them  in  a  found  Hate  of 
mind. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  limited  time,  God  was 
pleafed  to  reflore  this  king  to  the  exercife  of  his  reafon 
and  to  reinflate  him  in  his  kingdom.  His  words  on 
rLis  occafion  are  very  remarkable,  part  of  which  has 
been  read  as  the  foundation  of  this  difeourfe.  With 
wnat  temper  he  continued  to  demean  himfelf  afterwards 
wc  are  not  particularly  informed.  It  has  been  alledged 

*  Chap,  iv,  34,  3$4 
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that  his  repentance  was  infincere,  and  that  his  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  golden  image  in  the  plain  of  Dura,  was 
fubfequent  to  his  punifhment.  This,  however,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  order  in  which  the  narration  is  given  by 
Daniel.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  now  more  effectually 
humbled  than  ever  he  had  been  heretofore,  and  that  he 
more  explicitly  paid  homage  to  almighty  God.  Be¬ 
fore  this,  he  acknowledged  him  as  the  God  of  Daniel, 
and  as  the  God  of  Shadrach,  Mefhach  and  Abednego, 
while  he  himfelf  continued  to  adore  the  falfe  gods  of 
Chaldea  ;  but  now  his  language  is,  I  Nebuchadnezzar 
praife  and  extol  and  honour  the  king  of  heaven ,  all  whofe 
works  are  truth ,  and  his  ways  judgment ;  and  thofe  that 
walk  in  pride  he  is  able  to  abafe ,  Charity  therefore 
will  lead  us  to  believe,  that  if  he  were  not  fincerely 
converted  to  the  true  worfhip,  that,  at  leaft,  he  feared 
hereafter  to  glory  in  himfelf ;  or  affume,  by  his  words 
or  a&ions,  what  belonged  to  the  living  and  eternal  God, 
the  creator  and  governor  of  all  things. 

How  powerfully  does  this  hiftory  teach  us  the  fin 
and  danger  of  pride  1  How  forcibly  inculcate  this 
truth,  that  pride  goeth  before  dejlrudion  ;  and  an  haughty 
fpirit  before  a  fall  !*  It  prepares  for  deflruCtion,  and  is 
a  token  of  its  approach.  Pride  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  fin  of  fallen  angels.  Our  firfl  parents  affeding  to 

*  Prov,  xvi,  i8« 


332  C  H  ARACTE  R  O  p 

be  as  gods,  brought  mifery  on  all  the  race.  Many  are 
the  inftances  recorded  for  our  admonition  ;  and  this  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  fpeaks  to  us  in  the  moll  alarming  man¬ 
ner.  Let  none  fay  they  are  uninterdled  in  the  fub- 
je£l,  for  pride  is  deeply  rooted  in  our  nature*  and  dif- 
cm eiable,  in  one  fhape  or  another,  in  every  human  be-- 
ing.  It  is  not  confined  to  any  ftation  or  condition  in 
life.  It  is  found  in  the  monarch,  and  in  the  beggar. 
It  inhabits  the  palace  and  the  cottage.  It  rolls  in  a 
chariot,  and  it  walks  on  foot.  It  is  cloathed  in  pur¬ 
ple  and  fine  linnen,  and  it  is  covered  with  rags  and  filth. 
It  talks,  and  it  is  filent.  It  is  on  the  bench,  at  the 
bar,  and  in  the  pulpit.  It  judges,  and  it  pleads.  It 
preaches,  and  it  prays.  Let  us  beware  then  of  deceiv¬ 
ing  0111  felves  in  this  matter.  Let  us  feek  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  our  own  hearts,  and  keep  a  ftrid 
guard  over  them,  left  we  be  tempted,  in  any  cafe,  to 

think  cf  ourf elves  more  highly  than  we  ought  to  think, 

\ 

Are  we  inclined  to  boaft  of  birth  and  titles?  Be¬ 
hold  in  Nebuchadnezzar  their  vanity.  What  did  it 
avail  him  in  his  degradation,  that  he  was  defcended 
from  kings,’  and  once  fwayed  the  fceptre  of  the  great- 
eft  kingdom  in  the  world  1  Do  we  confide  in  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  our  riches  ?  How  ufelefs  were  all  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  eaft  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  when  his  dwelling 
was  with  the  beafts  cf  the  field  !  Are  we  pleafed  with 
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fplendid  houfes,  with  coftly  furniture,  and  with  all  the 
delicacies  which  gratify  the  fenfes  ?  Let  us  be  warned 
by  the  man  who  flrutted  in  the  palace  of  Babylon,  call¬ 
ed  it  his  own,  and  who,  afterwards,  felt  the  inclemen¬ 
cies  offeven  winters  and  fummers,  grazed  in  the  held, 
and  gathered  fruits  on  the  hedges  !  Do  we  pride  our- 
felves  in  perfonal  beauty  and  the  decoration  of  our  bo¬ 
dies  ?  Alas,  look  at  yonder  frightful  object  ; — naked, 
—-tanned, — filthy, — haggard, — his  hairs  like  the  fea¬ 
thers,  and  his  nails  like  the  claws  of  an  eagle  !  Are  our 
hearts  apt  to  fwell  with  a  confcious  fuperiority  of  un- 
derflanding,  and  acquirements  in  learning  and  know¬ 
ledge  ?  Accident  or  difeafe  may  foon  bring  us  from 
thefe  exalted  heights  to  the  low  and  pitiable  condition 
of  an  idiot.  Though  the  endowments  of  the  mind, 
more  than  external  things,  may  be  called  our  own,  yet 
they  are  uncertain  in  this  fallen  and  miferable  date 
of  man.  What  a  fpedlacle  does  Nebuchadnezzar  exhi¬ 
bit,  deprived  of  his  reafon  !  The  crafty  politician,  the 
ikilful  foldier,  and  the  magnificent  prince  is,  at  once 
thrown  from  his  pre-eminence,  and  inflead  of  com¬ 
manding  refpedl,  provokes  difgufl.  See  him,  through 

a  difordered  imagination,  with  his  face  prone  to  the 
...  .  t  # 
earth,  feed,  bellow,  and  tofs  his  head  like  an  ox  !  Hu¬ 
man  nature  recoils  at  the  thought  of  owning  kindred 
to  him.  How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven ?  0  lucifer% 
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fon  of  the  morning  !  How  art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground \ 
which  didjl  weaken  the  nations  !  They  that  fee  thee,  f  jail 
narrowly  look  upon  thee,  and  confider  thee,  faying,  Is  this 
the  man  that  made  the  earth  to  tremble,  that  did fhake  king¬ 
doms  ?*  This  mournful  example  fhould  affright  us 
from  all  inordinate  felf-efteem  and  vain-glory.  We 
are  continually  dependent  on  God,  and  it  becomes  us 
to  walk  humbly  and  thankfully  before  him.  We  are 
guilty  in  his  fight,  and  indead  of  caufe  to  vaunt,  we 
lie  at  the  feet  of  divine  mercy. 

What  diforders  has  fin  introduced  into  this  wotld  ! 
How  has  it  defaced  the  nobled  works  of  God  !  Man, 
made  at  fird  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  fin  depreffes 
beneath  the  very  rank  of  beads.  It  renders  man  un- 
fafe  to  man  ;  it  fends  him  to  wander  among  the  tombs  ; 
and  it  confines  him  to  the  cells  of  a  bedlam.- — O  fin- 
ners,  madnefs,  in  part,  has  feized  all  of  you.  Though 
you  may  never  be  driven  from  men,  and  the  world  may 
call  you  wife  and  happy,  yet  while  you  tranfgrefs  the 
law  of  God,  and  refine  to  glorify  him,  you  are  foolifh 
and  miferable.  His  law  is  eternal  reafon  ;  and  his  glo¬ 
ry  is  your  chief  end  and  only  liappinefs.  Return, 
therefore,  to  him  in  that  way  which  he  hath  provided 
for  your  recovery.  Apply  the  remedy,  that  fo  your 

underdanding  may  retur"  unto  you ;  that  fo  you  may 

*  Ifaiah  xiv.  J3.  l6s 
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blcfs  the  Moft  High  for  his  perfections  difplaycd  in 
the  works  of  creation  and  providence,  and  efpecially 
in  the  redemption  of  finners  through  the  obedience 
and  death  of  his  only-begotten  Son. 

This  fubject  deferves  the  ferious  attention  of  thofe 
in  younger  life,  who,  from  want  of  experience  in  the 
world,  and  knowledge  of  themfelves,  may  not  be  aware 
of  the  beginning  and  tendency  of  pride.  There  is  a 
caution,  modeiby  and  diffidence,  exceedingly  becoming 
youth,  and  indicating  their  future  ufefulnefs  and  worth. 
On  the  contrary,  pride,  or  a  high  conceit  of  yourfelves, 
will  effectually  prevent  your  improvement.  He  that 
thinks  himfelf  already  very  wife,  is  in  a  fair  way  to 
know  nothing.  Pride  fills  all  the  empty  fpace,  and 
excludes  the  entrance  of  true  knowledge.  As  pride 
arifes  greatly  from  a  comparifon  with  others,  to  check 
it,  compare  yourfelves  with  thofe  who  arc  your  fuperi- 
ors.  There  are  many  wifer,  better,  and  more  learned 
than  you.  On  what  then  do  you  value  yourfelves  ? 
Where  is  the  ground/or  your  elation  of  heart?  Though 
fome  be  your  inferiors,  yet  whatever  things  you  pof* 
fefs,  either  of  an  external  or  internal  nature,  arc  all  the 
gifts  of  divine  providence.  Every  good  gft9  and  eve - 
ry  p  erf  eel  gift  is  from  above ,  and  someth  do  van  from  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  lights .  *  If  the  didribution  be  in  your  favor* 
*  James  i,  x;e 
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God  is  entitled  to  all  the  glory.  At  the  fame  time, 
you  fhould  obferve  that  pride  is  to  be  diftinguifhed 
from  a  juft  eftimate  of  a  perfon’s  abilities,  and  a  proper 
value  which  he  may  put  upon  himfelf  ;  and  likewife 
from  the  fpirit  of  one’s  ftation,  and  a  due  regard  to 
decency.  Pride  confifts  in  a  too  high  opinion  of  our 
merit  ;  in  a  fwelling  of  the  heart  on  account  of  our 
fuperiority  ;  and  in  the  exaftion  of  homage  from  others. 
As  far  as  this  difpofition  prevails  in  any  character,  he 
is  offenfive  to  God,  and  unacceptable  to  men. 

Again,  this  fubjedt  fhould  cure  us  of  envy,  and  re¬ 
concile  us  to  our  circumftances  in  life,  even  though 
mean  and  indigent.  Power  and  riches  bring  with 
them  great  temptations,  and  we  are  better  and  fafer 
without  them.  Like  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  might  abule 
them.  Who  would  not  rather  be  a  poor  child  of  God, 
than  a  rich  and  ungodly  king  ?  Who  would  not  ra¬ 
ther  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  houfe  of  God,  than  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar  in  the  palace  of  Babylon  !  Yea,  who 
would  not  rather  be  an  heir  of  eternal  glory,  than  pof- 
fefs  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  ?  Envy  not  the  great. 

Call  not  the  proud  happy.  Say  not  with  the  multitude, 

» 

Who  will  [hew  us  any  good?  But  let  your  con  Rant 
prayer  be,  Lord ,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 

upon  us,  * 


*  Pfalm  iv.  6. 
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Upon  the  whole,  humility,  my  brethren,  is  our 
greateil  ornament  and  our  flrongefl  defence.  The  in- 
creafe  of  this  always  marks  the  progrefs  of  grace  in 
the  foul.  The  high  and  lofty  One  divelleth  ivith  him  that 
is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit .  Surely  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  deplorable  flate  in  which  grace  finds  a  man, 
the  fovereign  and  infinite  love  difplayed  in  his  falvation, 
the  depths  of  corruption  hill  unfubdued,  and  for  which 
he  needs  the  conflant  influence  of  grace,  ought  to 
hide  pride  from  his  eyes,  and  fink  him  into  entire  felf* 
annihilation.  Let  us  all  be  perfuaded  to  feek  an  in- 
terefl  in  the  merits,  and  to  copy  the  example  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jefus.  We  muff  be  clothed  with  his 
righteoufnefs,  and  the  fame  mind  muff  be  in  us  which 
was  in  him,  before  we  can  inhabit  the  pure  and  celeflial 
abodes.  To  fave  us  from  the  guilt  of  our  fms,  and 
to  rectify  our  difordered  natures,  Jefus  Chrift  hath  fa- 
tisfied  tnejuftice  of  God,  and  purchafed  the  influen¬ 
ces  of  the  hjaly  Spirit.  To  this  glorious  remedy  freely 
offered  in  the  gofpel,  let  us  make  fpeedy  application, 
that  fo  we  may  enjoy  a  happinefs  inconceivable  and 
eternal. 


C  s 
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HISTORY  AND  CHARACTER  OF  JONAH 


Jonah  iv.  9.  10.  n» 

And  God  faid  to  Jonah,  Doji  thou  well  to  be  angry  for  the  gourd? 
And  he  Jaid,  I  do  well  to  be  angry,  even  unto  deaths 


*Then  faid  the  l^ord,  Dhou  bajl  had  pity  on  the  GOURD,  for  the  which 
thou  hafl  not  laboured ,  neither  madeji  it  grow,  which  came  up  in  a 
night,  and  perijhed  in  a  night  : 

And Jhould  I  not  fpart  Nineveh,  that  great  city ,  wherein  are  more 
than  ft xj lore  thoufand perfotis,  that  cannot  dfeern  between  their  right 
hand  and  their  leji  hand,  and  a  jo  much  cattle  ? 

H  E  S  E  words  are  the  expoftulation  of  God 
with  the  prophet  Jonah,  for  his  difpleafure  at 
the  Ninevites  being  fpared,  on  their  repentance.  They 
inform  us  of  the  method  ufed  to  reconcile  him  to  this 
difpenfation,  and  exhibit,  in  a  ftriking  manner,  the 
forbearance  of  God  to  his  impatient  and  difobedient 
fervant.  I  purpofe,  from  them,  to  take  occafion  to 
confider  the  hiftcry  and  charadlcr  of  Jonah. 
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Wh  find  our  bleffed  Lord  fo  often  referring,  in  the 
New  Tefiament,  to  Jonah,  as  muft  confirm  our  belief 
of  his  hifiory,  and  ffiow  us  that  it  contains  fome  im¬ 
portant  mfiru&ion.  Profane  wits,  indeed,  both  of 
former  and  latter  days,  have  treated  this  part  of  fcrip- 
ture  as  a  wild  romance,  and  made  it  the  fubjeft  of  their 
ridicule.  But,  though  it  mull  be  allowed  to  be  very 
furpnfing,  yet,  when  fairly  confidered,  nothing  will  be 
*  found  abfurd  or  incredible. 

Let  us,  firft,  attend  briefly  to  the  hifiory  ;  then  to 
the  difficulties  and  obje&ions  which  have  been  raifed; 

and  finally  make  fuch  refie&ions  as  the  whole  may 
fuggeft. 

Jonah  the  fon  of  Amittai  was  one  of  the  mofi  an¬ 
cient  among  thofe  ufually  called  prophets.  The  opi¬ 
nion  of  fome,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  the  widow  of  Sa- 
repta,  and  whom  Elijah  refiored  to  life,  appears  to  be 
without  foundation.  He  lived  in  the  reigns  of  Joafli 
and  Jeroboam  the  Second,  kings  of  Ifrael ;  but  the 
firfi  of  thefe  did  not  reign  until  fixty  years  after  the 
tranflation  of  Elijah.  Befides,  Jonah  was  an  Hebrew, 
as  he  himfelf  informs  us  ;  *  a  native  of  Gath-hepher,f 
in  the  tribe  of  Zebulon  ;  whereas  Sarepta  was  a  city 
©f  Sidon,  which  lay  without  the  confines  of  Ifrael. 

*  Chap,  i,  9,  f  %  Kings  xiv,  2$. 


CHARACTER  OF  JONAH.  341 


This  prophet  being  ordered  to  go  to  Nineveh,  and 
denounce  againft  the  inhabitants  the  judgments  of 
God  for  their  great  wickednefs,  and  exhort  them  to 
repentance,  refufed  to  obey  the  divine  command.  We 
are  told  that  he  rofe  up  to flee  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord ;  *  not  that  we  can  fuppofe  him  to  have  been 
ignorant  of  the  univerfal  prefence  of  God  ;  but,  that  by 
fleeing  from  the  place  where  God  more  peculiarly  ma- 
nifefted  his  gracious  prefence,  he  hoped  that  the  Spirit 
of  prophecy  would  no  longer  move  or  urge  him  to  a 
bufinefs  which  he  ‘wifhed  to  avoid.  He  accordingly 
embarked  at  Joppa  for  Tarfus,  a  city  in  Cilicia.  How 
„  vain  were  his  imaginations  !'  And  how  bitter  the  fruit 
of  his  difobedience  ! — -The  veifel  had  no  foonerput  to 
fea,  than  the  Lord  caufed  a  mighty  temped  to  arife  ; 
fo  fudden,  fo  furious,  and  fo  inceffant,  as  to  threaten 
immediate  ruin.  All  on  board  were  in  the  utmod  con- 
flernation,  fave  Jonah,  who,  drange  to  tell,  amidft  the 
toffingsof  the  vefTel,  the  hurry,  confufion,  and  cries  of 
the  mariners,  was  fad  adeep.,  A  deadly  dumber,  both 
of  mind  and  body,  appears  to  have  feized  him.  I11 
fuch  circumdances,  well  might  the  fhip-mader  with 
furprife  and  indignation  addrefs  him,  What  meanefl 
thou ,  0  fleeper  !  Arife ,  call  upon  thy  God ,  f  fo  he  that  God 
will  think  upon  us ,  that  we  per  jh  not .  j' 


*  Chap.  i.  6*  f  Chap,  i  6. 
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The  ftorm  was  of  fo  uncommon  a  nature,  as  to  lead 
the  mariners  to  fufpcft,  that  for  the  great  crime  of 
fonre  perfon  on  board,  it  was  fent  as  a  judgment  from 
heaven  upon  them.  To  find  out  the  guilty  perfon,  they 
call  lots,  and  Providence  was  pleafed  to  point  out  Jo- 
nah.  They  then  interrogated  him  as  to  this  matter, 
and  he  freely  confelfed  what  he  had  done.  They  far¬ 
ther  alked  him,  in  what  way  they  Ihould  proceed  with 
him,  in  order  to  appeafe  Heaven.  He  advifed  them, 
as  the  only  mean  of  their  prefervation,  to  take  him  up 
and  cajl  him  forth  inlo  the  fa.  1  his  they  were  unwil¬ 
ling  to  do  ;  but  finding  that  their  moll  llrenuous  exer- 
ttons  to  gain  a  harbour  were  ineffectual,  and  that  they 
were  all  likely  to  periih,  they  complied  with  his  ad¬ 
vice  ;  praying,  at  the  fame  time,  that  any  guilt  as  to 
his  death  might  not  be  imputed  to  them.*— The  winds 
ceafed  to  blow,  and  the  billows  to  rage.  A  calm  in- 
ftantly  fucceeded.  All  were  ftruck  with  the  power 
and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  ;  they  offered  facrifice  to 
Inin  for  their  deliverance,  and  made  vows. 

They,  no  doubt,  conlidered  Jonah  as  now  loft  ; 
but  his  prefervation  was  effeCled  in  a  wonderful  man¬ 
ner.  Lhe  Lord  had  prepared  a  great  jd/h9  which  fwal- 
lowed  up  Jonah  unhurt ;  and  in  the  belly  of  which  he 
continued  three  days  and  three  nights.  In  this  dark 
and  difmal  abode,  he  made  his  voyage  not  on,  but  un« 
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der  the  water.  He  fpread  no  canvafs  to  the  gale  ; 
nor  did  he  fleer  by  a  helm,  or  diredt  his  couvfe  by  a 
compafs  ;  but  a  mighty  whale  of  the  ocean  conveyed 
him  through  the  watery  deep. 

The  prophet,  being  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  his  fin 
and  folly,  made  his  ^applications  to  God,  and  the  fifli, 
by  divine  order,  returned  him  fafely  to  fhore.  He 
praifed  God  in  folemn  and  lofty  ftrains  for  his  deliver¬ 
ance.  The  Jloods  conpaffed  me  about,  all  thy  billows  and 
thy  waves  pajfed  over  me.  The  waters  compajfed  me  about 
even  to  the  foul ;  the  depth  clofed  me  round  about ,  the  weeds 
were  wrapped  about  my  headK  I  went  down  to  the  bot¬ 
toms  of  the  mountains  :  The  earth  with  her  bars  was 
about  me  forever  :  Tet  hajl  thou  brought  up  my  life  from 
corruption ,  0  Lord  my  God* 

Jonah,  no  longer  now  aifputed  an  obedience  to  the 
divine  command.  Punifhed  and  humbled  for  his  er¬ 
ror,  he  went  flraightway  to  Nineveh,  and  dcliveredhis 
meflage  with  firmnefs  and  refolution.  The  Ninevites 
believed  God,  proclaimed  a  fall,  and  turned  from  their 
evil  ways  ;  and  God,  feeing  their  humiliation  and  re¬ 
pentance,  was  pleafed  to  refpite  the  doom  pronounced 
*• 

againfl  themT 

*  Chap.  ii.  3 — 6. 
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This  forbearance,  however,  of  God,  difpkafed  Jo- 
nau  exceedingly,  and  he  fear  very  angry*  He  prayed 
that  Ins  life  might  be  taken  from  him.  Retiring  to 
tome  little  diftance  from  the  city,  he  ereded  a  booth, 
to  fhade  him  from  the  fcorching  fun,  and  there  waited 
to  fee  the  event  of  his  prediction.  The  Lord,  ftill  bear¬ 
ing  with  the  infirmities  of  his  fervant,  by  a  circumftance 
in  providence  pacified  and  reconciled  his  difturbed 
Knud.  In  the  Tandy  and  parched  foil,  the  Lord  cauf- 
ed  a  plant  to  fpring  up ;  called  in  our  tranflation  a 
gourd-,  by  fome  tranflated  ivy  ;  and  by  others  thought 
to  have  beep  a  plant  different  from  either  of  thefe,  and 
peculiar  to  that  country,  which  afforded  Jonah  a  falu- 
tary  (hade.  He  was  pleafed  and  thankful.  But  this, 
like  all  temporal  blefiings,  was  of  iliort  continuance. 
The  very  next  morning,  a  worm  gnawed  it,  fo  that  it 
withered.  When  the  fun  arofe,  which  is,  at  any  time 
hot  in  that  country,  and  was  now  the  more  intolera¬ 
ble,  by  reafon  of  a  vehement  eaft-wind,  which  the 
Lord  directed  to  blow the  united  force  of  both, 
beating  upon  Jonah’s  head,  he  fainted,  grew  weary  of’’ 
his  life,  and  again  ivi/hed  In  himfelf  to  die.  The  Lord: 
bow  taught  him  the  unreafonablenefs  of  his  temper  and 
conduft.  He  expoftulated  with  him  ir,  tjie  words  of 

the  text.  As  though  he  had  laid,  “  If  thou  wouldft 
*  Chap,  iy.  i. 
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have  fpared  the  gourd,  a  fhort  lived  plant,  and  which 
thou  hadft  no  care  or  trouble  in  rearing,  canft  thou  ar¬ 
raign  my  condud  for  fparing  the  large  and  populous 
city  of  Nineveh,  containing  more  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  innocent  children  ?  Is  the  one  to 
be  compared  with  the  other  ?  Are  not  even  the  lives  of 
the  cattle  much  fuperior  to  the  weed  for  which  thou 
mournell  ?  What  unreafonablenefs,  fellifhnefs ;  yea, 

*  1 

what  cruelty  is  difeovered  in  thy  temper  !” 

After  this  we  have  no  certain  account  of  Jonah. 
The  hiftory  begins  and  ends  abruptly.  This  much  is 
written  for  our  inftru&ion. —  Before  we  make  any  ufes 
of  this  hiftory,  let  us  attend  to  fome  difficulties  and 
obje&ions  which  have  been  railed. 

The  two  main  difficulties  are,  firft,  in  refpedl  to  the 
unwillingnefs  of  Jonah  to  go  to  Nineveh  ;  and  fecond- 
ly,  in  refpeft  to  the  fifh  which  fwallowed  him,  and  his 
continuance  fo  long  in  fuch  circumllances. 

Fi  r st,  As  to  his  unwillingnefs.  Why  did  he  decline 
the  errand  ?  Can  any  probable  reafons  be  given  for  this 
ilrange  conduct  ? — It  might  be  faid,  that,  in  cafe  his 
preaching  to  theNinevites  ffiould  be  fuccefsful  in  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  repentance,  he  was  afraid  of  the  reproach 
it  would  be  to  his  own  country-men.  The  Jews  had 
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long  enjoyed  means  above  other  nations ;  they  had 
prophets  continually  among  them  to  inftru&  them  in 
the  will  of  God  ;  and  yet  they  difcovered  an  irreclaim¬ 
able  temper.  If  then  thefe  Gentiles  ffiould  hearken  to 
the  admonitions  of  God,  it  would  call  a  reflexion  up¬ 
on  that  nation  to  whicli  the  prophet  belonged,  and  for 
the  honor  of  which  he  was  jealous. 

Th-  prophet  himfelf  has  fuggeiled  another  reafoti 
for  his  unwillingnefs,  and  that  is  the  great  mercy  of 
\_rOu  to  finners  on  their  repentance.  His  words  are, 
0  Loi  d)  was  not  this  my  faying 9when  I  was  yet  in  my  coun~ 
try  ?  Therefore  I  fed  before  unto  Tarjhijh  ;  for  I  knew 
that  thou  art  a  gracious  God  and  merciful \  fow  to  anger 
and  of  great  kindnefs ,  and  repent ef  thee  of  the  evil.  *  Jo¬ 
nah  confidered  his  own  reputation  too  much.  He 
was  afraid  of  being  accounted  a  falfe  prophet ;  of  ha¬ 
ving  no  regard  paid  to  his  predictions  hereafter.  To 
this  his  conduct  is  generally  imputed. 

Probably,  however,  a  great  caufe  of  his  unwilling¬ 
nefs  was  the  difficulty  and  danger  which  he  apprehend¬ 
ed  from  the  undertaking.  He  was  in  danger  of  being 
ridiculed  and  abufed,  whether  he  was  believed  or  not, 
for  being  the  meffienger  of  fuch  unwelcome  tidings. 

Wc  find  Mofes  and  Gideon  making  their  fevcral  cx- 
*  Chap.  iv.  £, 
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cufes,  when  employed  by  God  on  important  underta¬ 
kings.  Behold,  /  am  of  uncircumcifcd lips *  fays  the  one, 
and  how  JJjall  Pharaoh  hearken  unto  me  P*  /  am  the  lea/l 
in  my  father's  houfe,  fays  the  other,  wherewith  JJjall  I 
five  Ifrael  ?\  So  Jonah  might  have  thought,  that  he 
was  wholly  unequal  to  the  work  ;  a  ftranger  with* 
out  authority,  or  any  thing  to  command  notice  ;  and 
wifhed  that  fome  other  prophet  of  fuperior  talents  and 
influence  might  be  employed.  He  diftrufted  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  and  this  led  him  into  difobedience  of  his 
command. 

While  thefe  things  are  mentioned  as  reafons  which 
might  have  operated  in  his  mind,  they  are  not  offered 
as  excufes  for  his  conduct.  They  fliow,  indeed,  that 
he  was  not  without  fome  temptation  ;  but  his  con¬ 
duct.  in  the  whole  bufmefs  was  peevifh  and  refrac¬ 
tory.  His  characler  appears  in  a  very  unfavorable 
light.  He  was  proud ±  paffionate ,  pecviflo,  and  cruel. 

.  What  pride  appears  in  fetting  up  his  own  honor  in 
oppofition  to  that  of  God  !  In  preferring  his  own  cha¬ 
racter  as  a  prophet  to  any  other  confidera-tion  I 

Wha  t paffion  appears  in  wifning  more  than  once 
for  death  !  In  daring  to  reply  to  his  Maker  that  he  did 
well  to  he  angry  even  unto  death  ! 

Exod.  vj.  30.  f  Judges  vi.  15 » 
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What  a  picture  of  peevifhnefs  does  he  exhibit  in  the 
whole  of  his  behaviour!  Under  the  flighted  evils,,  fret- 
fill  and  impatient ! 

’0 

W  hAT  cruelty  is  evident  in  defiring  the  definition 
of  the  great  city  of  Nineveh  !  It  is  fuppofed,  by  the  belt 
computation,  to  have  contained  fix  hundred  thoufand 
inhabitants.  Their  numerous  flocks  and  herds  were 
not  vitims  fufficient,  but  fo  vaft  a  number  of  human 
beings  muft  be  facrificed  to  gratify  his  humour !  / 
knew  that  thou  art  a  gracious  God  and  merciful  j  as 
though  he  had  found  fault  with  the  attributes  of  Deity; 
with  that  mercy,  which,  at  the  very  moment,  was  ex- 
ercifed  towards  himfelf. 

But  while  we  thus  paint  the  character,  let  us  ad¬ 
mire  the  freenefs  and  fovereignty  of  divine  grace  which 
dwells  with  fo  much  imperfection.  This  man,  with 

'  ' .  t  . 

all  his  infirmities,  was  the  objeCt  of  God’s  fpecial  favor, 
and  was  employed  in  carrying  on  his  gracious  defigns. 
Another  prophet  might  have  been  fent  ;  but  the  more 
unfit  the  inftrument,  in  human  view,  the  greater  glory 
redounds  to  God.  The  more  confpicuous  is  his  power 
in  thus  accomplifhing  his  purpofes.  We  may  apply 
here  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  when  fpeaking  of  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel ;  hFor  you  fee  your  callings 
brethren ,  how  that  not  many  wife  men  after  the flfh>  not 
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many  mighty,  not  many  nolle  are  called .  But  God  hath 
chofen  the  foolijh  things  of  the  'world,  to  confound  the  wife  ; 
and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  con¬ 
found  the  things  which  are  mighty  ;  and  bafe  things  of  the 
world,  and  things  which  are  defpifed,  hath  God  chofen , 
yea ,  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things 
that  are  ;  that  no  jlefh  Jbould  glory  in  his  prefence  .* 

A  second  difficulty  is,  in  refpe6l  to  the  filh  which 
fwallowed  Jonah,  and  his  continuance  there  for  folong 
a  time.  What  was  this  filh  ?  In  the  New  Teftament  it 
i3  exprefsly  faid  to  be  a  whak,\  But  it  is  immaterial 
to  infill  here.  Whatever  was  the  fpecies,  it  was  a 
great  ffh  prepared  by  God  $  and  therefore  competent 
to  the  purpofe. 

As  to  the  continuance  of  Jonah  for  (o  long  a  time 
in  the  belly  of  the  fifh,  in  (lead  of  philofophizing  on 

this,  it  is  at  bell  at  once  to  r'efolve  it  into  a  miracle® 

* 

There  is  the  fame  reafon  for  believing  this,  as  any 
other  miracle.  What  is  a  miracle,  but  a  deviation 
from,  or  an  alteration  of  the  general  and  Hated  laws 
of  nature  ?  Is  it  faid  that  Jonah  could  not  live  fo  long 
in  the  ftomach  of  a  filh  ?  I  anfwer,  that  even  admit- 
ting  he  could  not  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  yet 
*  I  Cor.  i.  26.— 29.  f  Mat.  xii,  40. 
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God  could  with  infinite  eafe  fufpend  the  laws  of  na* 
tai-e,  and  prefer ve  his  life  in  this  unnatural  habitation* 
Was  not  this  as  eafy  as  to  preferve  the  three  young 
men  call  into  a  burning  fiery  furnace  ?  Upon  whofe  bo * 
dies  the  fire  had  no power,  nor  was  an  hair  of  their  head 
fnged >  neither  were  their  coats  changed ,  nor  the  fmeJl  of 
fre  had  faffed  on  them *  Was  it  not  as  eafy  as  to  ttop 

,tne  mout*ls  tlie  ]i°ns  when  Daniel  was  thrown  into 
tiieir  den  t  Or  to  raife  Lazarus  after  he  had  been  dead 
four  days  ?  Where  is  the  objection  to  the  one,  that 
v'  in  not  apply  to  the  other  ?  Yea,  to  all  miracles  what- 
iocrer  ?  Cannot  he,  in  whofe  hand  our  breath  is,  pre- 
ierve  it  in  the  water,  as  well  as  in  the  fire  ?  Hath  he 

* 

•iiot  made  the fia  and  the  dry  land?  Hath  he  not  formed 
the  whale  which  maketh  the  deep  to  boil  Me  a  pot,  as  well 
as  the  lion  which  roarcth  after  its  prey?  Doth  the  prifon 
of  the  grave  give  up  at  his  command  >  And  fhall  he  not 
embar  *is  fervant  in  the  ribs  of  a  whale  ?— None  who 

admit  the  exigence  of  a  God  will  deny,  that  with  him 
all  things  are  poffible. 


But,  another  objeftion  lias  been  raifed  here.  It  has 

oten  faid  that  God  doth  not  work  miracles  unne- 

cdlarily  ;  ^Lat  the  one  contended  for  appears  to  be 

(oo  great  and  expenfive  for  the  occafion  ;  that  no  end 
Dan*  ili.  27* 
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was  to  be  anfwered,  except  to  fave  Jonah,  who  was 
undeferving,  and  whom  God  could  have  arrefted  be¬ 
fore  he  went  to  fea. 

Now,  though  we  go  beyond  our  depth,  when  we 
attempt  to  account  for  the  works  and  defigns  of  God  ; 
yet  feveral  important  ends  prefent  themfelves,  to  be 
anfwered  by  this  miracle.  We  muft  not  confine  it  mere¬ 
ly  to  the  prefervation  of  Jonah.  Though  this  appears 
to  be  the  immediate  defgn,  yet,  it  is  probable,  that 
it  was  intended  for  other  purpofss  more  remote. 

It  was  a  punifliment  to  the  prophet  for  his  difobedi- 
ence,  and  it  brought  him  to  fincere  confeffion  and  re¬ 
pentance.  It  was  to  him  mercy  mixed  with  judgment. 
That  he  viewed  his  confinement  in  the  fiih  as  a  chaf- 
tifement  is  plain  from  his  own  words  j  I  cried  by  reafuet 
of  mine  affnBion  unto  the  Lord ,  and  he  heard  me  ;  cut  of 
the  belly  of  hell  cried  /,  and  thou  heard fl  my  voice.* 

Besides,  there  is  no  reafon  to  confine  the  benefit 
of  this  miracle,  either  to  the  prefervation,  or  the  pu¬ 
nifhment  of  Jonah.  It  might  have  been  farther  in¬ 
tended  for  the  converfion  of  the  mariners  ;  efpecially, 

ll  ^  we  hippo fe  that  they  were  made  acquainted  with 
the  Angular  deliverance.  They  had  been  already  wit- 

nefles  of  the  power  of  the  true  God,  in  the  prodigious 

*  Chap.  ii.  a. 
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tempeft  which  had  overtaken  them,  and  of  his  good- 
nefs  in  the  calm  which  fucceeded.  Thefe  circumftan- 
ces  had  made  the  moil  favorable  impreflions  upon  them. 
How  great  mull  have  been  their  furprife,  to  fee  the  man 
whom  they  had  call  into  the  midfl  of  the  fea,  fafely 
ani\ed  at  land  ;  and  to  hear  from  him  the  aflonifhing 
method  of  his  prefervation  !  Mud  it  not  have  convin¬ 
ced  them,  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  was  a  great  God  and  a 
great  King  alone  all  Gods  P  That  he  was  able  to  do 

w hatfoener  he  pleafed  in  heaven  and  in  earth ,  in  the  feas} 
and  all  deep  places,*' 

Moreover,  this  wonderful  work  which  God 
wrought  would  give  weight  and  authority  to  the  pre¬ 
dictions  of  Jonah.  If  we  fuppofe,  what  is  indeed  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  Ninevites  were  informed  of  this  miracle, 
either  by  feme  of  thofe  who  had  been  witneffes  of  it 
accompanying  Jonah,  or  by  other  means,  we  will  fee 

a  good  reafon  why  they  attended  to  his  meffage  and  re¬ 
pented  at  his  preaching.  This  fign  difplayed  the  power 
of  that  God  from  whom  Jonah  came;  and  while  it  ma- 
nifefled  his  mercy  in  fending  them  warning,  it  loudly 

proclaimed  his  juftice  and  power  to  take  vengeance  for 
their  iniquities. 

Could  no  other  reafons  be  mentioned  for  this  mi¬ 
racle,  thefe  are  fufficient  to  /how  that  it  was  necefiary, 
and  worthy  of  an  infinitely  wife  God. 

*  Pfalm  cxxxv.  6. 
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But  the  moil  weighty  reafon  remains  yet  to  be  ad¬ 
ded,  and  which  throws  a  luftre  upon  the  whole  tranf- 
adlion.  This  is  mentioned  by  our  bleffed  Saviour. 
An  evil  and  adulterous  generation  feeketb  after  a  fign ,  and 
there  Jhall  no  fign  le  given  to  it,  hut  the fign  of  the  prophet 
Jonas.  For  as  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in 
the  whale's  belly  ;  fo » Jhall  the  Son  of  man  he  three,  days  and 
three  nights  in  the  heart  cf  the  earth.  *  Jonah,  then,  was 
a  type  of  Chrifl:  ;  and  his  abode  in  the  belly  of  the 
whale,  a  prefiguration  of  our  Lord’s  continuance  in 
the  heart  of  the  earth.  There  is  fome  reafon  to  believe 
too,  that  the  type  and  the  antitype  agreed  in  this  re- 
fpedl,  that  as  our  Lord  was  but  one  whole  day  and 
part  of  two  more  in  the  grave,  fo  Jonah  continued  no 
longer  in  the  deep  ;  and  yet,  according  to  the  Hebrew 
way  of  computation,  both  can  be  truly  faid  to  have 
been  three  days  and  three  nights  in  their  refpc&ive  con-, 
finements* 

“  The  great  defign  then  of  this  miracle,  in  the  per- 
fon  of  Jonah,  was  to  confirm  in  future  ages  the  impor¬ 
tant  and  fundamental  article  of  our  faith,  upon  which 
the  Chriftian  religion  depends— the  refurre&ion  of 
Chrifl:  :  And  that  whenever  the  reality  of  that  facd, 

as  it  is  related  in  the  New  Tcfl ament,  came  to  be  called 

*  Matt.  xii.  39.  4c. 

H  k.z. 


•  ■  '  .'Ji-  '  :  ■<:  ■ 


in  quellion,  we  might  be  furnilhed  with  a  parallel 

inftance  o i  the  mighty  power  of  God,  recorded  in 
the  old,” 


Having  confidered  this  extraordinary  hiflory  with 
the  principal  difficulties  and  objedions,  as  briefly  as 
the  fubjed  would  admit,  let  us  now  attend  to  a  few  re¬ 
flections  upon  the  whole. 


First,  We  learn  that  the  grace  of  God  is  bellowed 
on  men  of  all  forts  of  difpofition  ;  on  the  fierce  as  well 
as  the  mild,  on  the  froward  as  well  as  the  gentle,  on 
the  fretful  as  well  as  the  patient.  The  name  Jonah 
fignifies  a  dove;  but  it  was  far  from  indicating  the 
temper  of  this  prophet.  *1  hough  religion  correds4 
and  regulates  the  natural  temper,  yet  it  does  not  era¬ 
dicate  it.  The  original  call  of  the  mind  Hill  remains, 
and  will  difcover  its  pronenefs  to  certain  things,  when 
not  immediately  under  the  influence  of  grace.  Hence 
it  is,  that  religious  perfons  are  fometimes  found  lefs 

v  i 

agreeable  in  their  manners,  than  others  of  a  different 
chara&er.  This  being  the  cafe,  it  ought  to  lead  us  to 
the  exercife  of  patience  and  forbearance.  We  ought 
not  to  exped  perfedion  in  any,  but  make  due  allow¬ 
ance  for  thofe  infirmities  which  cleave  to  human  na¬ 
ture,  W  e  are  to  confider,  that  if  God  bear  with  fuch, 

•  ,  ■  ;  '  •  \  r  - 

much  more  ought  we,  who  may  be  liable  to  the  fame, 
or  greater  infirmities. 
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Secondly,  Let  none  hope  to  efcape  unpunifhed, 
who’adt  in  diredt  oppofition  to  the  will  of  God.  Let 
the  example  of  Jonah  be  a  warning  to  all  the  children 
of  God,  to  yield  a  ready  and  cheerful  obedience  to  his 
commands.  Their  own  reputation,  eafe  and  fafcty, 
are  of  little  or  no  weight  in  the  fcale.  Thefe,  they 
ought  to  commit  into  the  hand  of  God,  who  is  able 
and  faithful  to  guide  and  protect  them.  Afflictions 
are  the  certain  confequence  of  their  difobedience. 

* 1  hough  they  cannot  fall  into  final  condemnation,  yet 
they  will  be  chaftened  for  their  fins.  If  they  break  my 
Jiatutes ,  and  keeep  riot  ?ny  commandments ,  faith  the  Lord, 
then  will  I  vifit  their  trarfgrejjlon  with  the  rod>  and  their 
iniquity  with  Jlripes.  Aeverthelefs ,  my  loving  kin  chiefs 
will  I  not  utterly  take  from  him ,  nor  fuffer  my  faithfulnefs  * 
to  fail .  My  covenant  will  I  not  break ,  nor  alter  the  thing 
that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips/*  This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

*  i  - 

Thirdly,  The  benefit  of  afflictions  to  the  people 

* 

of  God.  Thefe  bring  their  fins  to  remembrance,  and 

J  * 

awaken  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  within  them.  Jonah 
flept  foundly,  as  though  he  had  had  a  good  confcience, 
until  the  billows  threatened  to  overwhelm  him.  Then 
he  faw  and  confcffed  his  error.  After  he  had  been 
caft  into  the  dark  and  awful  dungeon,  he  fled  from  the 
execution  of  his  office  no  longer,  but  haflencd  to  ful- 

*  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  31,-33. 
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fil  it. — While  we  remark  in  him  the  neceffity  and  bene¬ 
fit  of  affli&ion?,  we  difcover  alfo  a  temper  truly  pious. 
With  all  his  failings,  he.  loved  the  Lord,  and  returned 
to  obedience.  Wicked  men  harden  themfelves  under 
affliction,  and  afcribe  their  deliverance  to  human 
means  to  accident  or  fortune  ;  but  Jonah’s  heart  was 
foitened,  and  he  gave  to  God  the  glory  which  was  due. 
In  the  midih  of  wrath,  he  hill  looked  for  mercy. 
Though  he  had  fled  from  the  prefence  of  his  God,  and 
was,  therefore,  by  an  awful  providence,  excluded  from 
the  light  of  day,  buried  alive  in  the  midlt  of  the  fea, 
yet  he  railed  his  defires  to  the  throne  of  grace.  I  am 
cajl  out  of  thy  fight)  faid  he,  yet  will  I  look  again  toward 
thy  holy  temple .  *  Here  was  the  exercife  of  his  faith 

and  hope.  Though  prefled  low,  yet  his  confidence  in 

/ 

God  was  not  deftroyed.  He  trufted  that  a  calm  would 
fucceed  the  tempeft,  and  morning  light  remove  the 

black  and  thick  darknefs. - Believers,  in  all  your 

afflictions,  how  long  continued  and  grievous  foever, 
put  your  truA  in  God.  He  will  not  call  you  forever 
from  his  fight.  Wait  upon  him,  and  he  will,  in  due 
time,  lift  you  up. 

Fourthly,  We  learn  from  the  character  of  Jonah, 
that  the  defires  of  death  in  good  men,  may  proceed 
from  improper  principles  ;  from  an  unwillingnefs  tg 
*  Chap,  ii.  4, 
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encounter  the  difficulties  to  which  they  are  called;  from 
undue  paffion  ;  and  from  a  difiatisfadion  with  the  deal¬ 
ings  of  Providence.  Thefe  are  figns  that  grace  has 
not,  at  the  time,  its  juft  influence.  What  were  the 
difficulties  with  which  Jonah  had  to  ftruggle,  com’* 
pared  with  thofe  of  the  apoftle  Paul  ?  Was  Jonah 
afraid  of  his  reputation  or  perfon  ?  The  apoftle  fuffer- 
ed  in  both.  Did  Jonah  endure  the  temporary  incon¬ 
venience  of  a  hot  fun  and  a  ful try  wind  ?  The  apoftle 
endured  Jlripes,  bonds,  and imprifonments.  And  yet  the 
apoftle,  under  all  thefe  fuffer-ings,  was  contented  to 
abide  in  the  flefn,  that  he  might  promote  the  glory  of 
God  :  Whereas  Jonah,  in  a  peevifli  humor,  wiflied  to 
die.  H  ow  noble  and  difinterefted  the  condud  of  the 
one  !  How  little  and  felfilh  that  of  the  other  !  In  the 
one  we  behold  the  genuine  effed  of  grace  ;  in  the 

other  we  have  to  lament  the  want  of  it _ My 

believing  friends,  harbour  no  repining  thoughts  in 
your  minds  ;  much  leis,  let  rafti  expreffions  efcape  your 
lips.  Remember  that  you  perform  the  will  of  God, 
by  living,  and  by  patiently  fuffering,  all  that  he  is 
pleafed  to  bring  upon  you.  The  evils  of  life  are  great¬ 
ly  increafed  by  our  impatience  and  ill-humor.  What 
are  the  little  ruffles  we  meet  wdth,  that  they  fliould 
difturb  our  peace  ?  What  the  little  comforts  of  which 
we  are  deprived,  that  we  fliould  repine  at  the  lofs  of 
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them  ?  Like  Jonah’s  gourd,  we  are  to  expert  them  to 
be  of  fhort  continuance.  Some  worm  is  always  rea¬ 
dy  to  gnaw  the  root.  While,  in  the  mean  time,  we 
rejoice  in  the  ihade,  let  us  remember,  that  it  may  wi¬ 
ther  ere  ’tis  night.  Though  the  fun  fhould  beat  upon 
us,  it  is  hill  better  to  live  than  to  die,  if  this  be  the^- 
will  of  God.  Let  us  fuftain  with  chriitian  fortitude 
and  patience,  the  evils  which  befal  us  ;  neither  invok¬ 
ing  death  before  the  time,  nor  anxioudy  fhunning  its 
approach. 

I  have  one  other  ufe  to  make  of  this  hiftory  ;  and 
that  is,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  repentance  of  the 
Ninevites.  The  words  which  our  bleffed  Lord  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  are,  with  equal 
force  and  propriety,  addreffed  now  to  us  ;  The  men  of 
Nineveh  Jhall  rife  in  judgment  with  this  generation ,  and 
[hall  condemn  it ,  hecaufe  they  repented  at  the  preaching  of 
forms  ;  and  l  eh  old,  a  greater  than  forms  is  here.*  If 
thofe,  who  enjoyed  only  the  light  of  nature,  repented 
at  the  preaching  of  a  prophet  fent  to  them  from  a 
ftrange  nation,  what  might  be  expe&ed  from  others 
who  enjoy  greater  light  and  fuperior  privileges  ?  Are 
not  thofe  who  are  favored  with  a  revelation  molt  in- 
excufable,  if  they  continue  in  impenitence  ?  Will  not 

*  Matt.  xii.  41* 
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llie  heathen  appear  as  witnefles  agalnft  fuch,  and 
prove  their  condemnation  juft  ? 

What  {hall  the  infidels  of  our  day  fay  for  them- 
felves  ?  The  people  of  Nineveh  believed  God ;  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  million  of  Jonah  and  hearkened  to  his 
nieffage  ;  hut  the  faithiefs  generation  of  which  I  fpeak 
will  not  hearken,  though  a  greater  than  Jonas,  even 
the  Son  of  God  hath  fpoken  to  them.  They  rcjoc't  both 
the  type  and  the  antitype.  They  equally  difhelieve 
the  miracle  wrought  upon  Jonah,  and  that  Jefus  of  Na¬ 
zareth  rofe  from  the  grave  by  his  own  power.  The 
men  of  Nineveh  Jball  rife  in  judgment  with  them,  andjhall 
condemn  them. 

What  mull  be  the  condition  of  thofe  among  us, 
who,  under  all  the  means  we  enjoy,  are  Hill  in  their 
fins  ?  How  often  have  we  been  exhorted  to  repent¬ 
ance  ?  How  often  warned  of  that  deftruftion  which 
awaits  us  ?— At  length  be  perfuaded  to  confefs  and 
forfake  your  fins.  Cod  is  gracious  and  merciful,  flow  to 
anger  and  of  great  ktndnefs.  Thet  e  is  redemption  through 
tne  hood  of  Chrift,  the  forgivenefs  of  Jins,  according  to 
the  riches  of  his  grace.  The  way  of  falvation  is  clearly 
revealed  to  you.  O,  perifh  not  by  your  own  obftina- 
ey  and  folly.  I  here  is  an  appointed  time  beyond 
winch  God  will  have  no  longer  patience  with  you.  The 
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city  of  Nineveh  was  now  refpited  ;  but,  having  relapf- 
ed  into  it3  former  fins,  God  executed  his  threatening  : 

O  ‘ 

and  he  will,  in  the  other  world,  pour  out  his  wrath  up¬ 
on  all  impenitent  Tinners.  While  then  the  day  of 
grace  lads ;  while  God  is  warning  you,  and  inviting 
you  by  his  minifters  to  turn  and  live,  improve  the  pre¬ 
cious  feafon*  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found , 
call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near .  Let  the  wicked  forfake 
his  way ,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  ;  and  let 
him  return  unto  the  L,ord%  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon 
him ,  and  to  our  God ,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon** 

*  Ifaiah  lv,  6.  7» 
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